December 2017

Volume 28 Issue 12

Christmas Eve Service
5pm
Our beautiful Candlelight Christmas Eve service, which
includes family communion, is always a highlight for our
families. It is the perfect way to begin celebrating the
birth of our Savior.

Pastor’s Pen
Simpsonville Baptist has an opportunity to embrace perhaps the most far-reaching vision in her history. First, we
pray Scripture for building our spiritual house. Our vision for the next 3 years is to “Equip SBC to reach the
world with the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ.” This vision is to ready ourselves to proclaim His gospel
story to be used through us to change the communities with which we intersect every day.
I am asking every ministry team, ministry staff member, Sunday School class and ministry event to plan one strategy for
each of the next 3 years that will undergird our vision statement. Can you imagine having 25-30 strategies for equipping and
reaching out with the life-changing gospel of Christ?! What obedience to the Great Commission and Great Commandment!
Please pray about your involvement as we continue growing and building our spiritual house on January 7, 2018.
Secondly and simultaneously, we are asking you to continue to pray for and
embrace the far-reaching vision of building a new worship center, adult Sunday
School rooms, new offices, remodeled student building, and large gathering
area. This is a far-reaching vision, because the facilities we have the opportunity to
build will provide a place for equipping God’s people for perhaps a century or longer.
What a great task and opportunity!
We admit this vision for facilities will literally be a great miracle of God. There is no
financial pattern or projection that would cause us to believe we could reach the funding necessary to build the “Master’s Plan” for our church for decades to come. There is
nothing that we can see that would cause us to think we could possibly do this together.
This God-sized miracle will call for us to respond to God speaking and moving in every
family in our church to give sacrificially beyond their normal tithes and offerings.
We will ask every family to be “all in” from the standpoint of giving to this generosity emphasis. You will see the public
portion of our generosity emphasis taking shape through Prayer and Information Meetings during the week of February 5-9,
2018. We will come before our God for four weeks of worship beginning February 25 under the theme of “Immeasurably
More.” It will be imperative for us to work together by combining all our financial gifts over a 3-year giving emphasis beginning March 18, 2018.
Our theme verse for the next 3-year vision points us toward God who is at work in and through us by His Holy Spirit. God’s
vision for us will not happen unless we respond to His grace fully in our lives culminating in desire to give our time and financial gifts for His glory. Let’s memorize our theme verse together in the next few months. “Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen!
The Bible teaches us “to walk by faith, not by sight.” Will you join me in doing just that? Let’s see what God will do with
hearts that are committed to seeking His will in building our spiritual and physical house!
Steve Boyd

Student Fall Retreat

New Sermon Series
Begins Sunday, December 3

Chronological
Bible Reading
Plan
December 1
December 2
December 3
December 4
December 5
December 6
December 7
December 8
December 9
December 10
December 11
December 12
December 13
December 14
December 15
December 16
December 17
December 18
December 19
December 20
December 21
December 22
December 23
December 24
December 25
December 26
December 27
December 28
December 29
December 30
December 31

1 Corinthians 9-11
1 Corinthians 12-14
1 Corinthians 15-16
2 Corinthians 1-4
2 Corinthians 5-9
2 Corinthians 10-13
Acts 20: 1-3, Romans 1-3
Romans 4-7
Romans 8-10
Romans 11-13
Romans 14-16
Acts 20:4-23:35
Acts 24-26
Acts 27-28
Colossians 1-4, Philemon 1
Ephesians 1-6
Philippians 1-4
1 Timothy 1-6
Titus 1-3
1 Peter 1-5
Hebrews 1-6
Hebrews 7-10
Hebrews 11-13
2 Timothy 1-4
2 Peter 1-3, Jude 1
1 John 1-5
2 John 1, 3 John 1
Revelation 1-5
Revelation 6-11
Revelation 12-18
Revelation 19-22

Remember our
homebound members
this Christmas with a
visit, phone call or
card!
Evelyn Clark 7105 Shelbyville Rd.,
Simpsonville 722-8885
Nellie Garrison P.O. Box 152, Simpsonville
722-5248
Tina Ball PO Box 147 Simpsonville 722-5253
Mattie Johnson 1316 Oak Ridge Court
Simpsonville 722-8701
Liddie Harper 110 Cardinal Dr., Simpsonville
Libby Oldham
Masonic Home, 711 Frankfort Rd., Shelbyville
Lydia Phillips
Masonic Home, 711 Frankfort Rd., Shelbyville
Bonnie Pruitt
Masonic Home, 711 Frankfort Rd Shelbyville
Marie White
Amber Oaks, 156 Haven Hill Rd Apt 304
Shelbyville 647-0225
James & Lillian Brewer
7477 Brunerstown Rd Shelbyville 330-1566

Sunday, December 24
8:30 Sunday School
9:45am Worship
11am Sunday School
5pm Candlelight
Christmas Eve
Service
The church office will close at 12pm on Dec 22
and will be closed on
December 25th and January 1.
There will be no evening activities on
December 20, 27 & 31st.

Salvation Army Bell
Ringing
Saturday, December 16
10am-8pm
Walmart in Shelbyville
Please sign up in the foyer of the FLC to
serve for one hour intervals.

Address Directories
We have placed address directories in the foyer of the FLC to aid you in
writing your Christmas card list. Please note that these are not pictorial directories as they only contain the contact information for our church family.

Winter Weather Related Cancellations
With winter upon us we would like
to remind you of ways that you can
check for weather related service
cancellations.
You may watch WHAS,
WLKY, or WAVE 3
weather cancellations.
You may check our website:
simpsonvillebaptist.com.
If school is cancelled on Wednesday, we will cancel
Wednesday evening ministries.

Sunday Nights

AWANA at 5:30pm
December
December 3: Crazy Hair Night
December 10: Sports Night/Missions
December 17: Crazy Christmas Sweater/AWANA
Store

Wednesday Nights

Kid’s Worship at 6:15pm
Held in the Family Life Center

God knows each of us and our heart even when we are disguised.
Preschool Sunday School Class

Wednesday,
December 13
6:15pm
Preschool-5th grade
Nursery Volunteers Needed!
We have several nursery volunteers who are taking a much needed break and rotating off the
schedule. If you are available to serve during worship or 11am Sunday School, please contact
Kevin Barnette at 722-5246 ext. 104.

Men’s Open Play Basketball
Tuesdays at 6:30pm
Childcare is not provided!

Co-Ed Volleyball

Thursdays at 6:30pm
Join us for pick-up games!
Childcare is not provided!

SBC Family Snow Tubing
Paoli Peaks in Indiana

Saturday, February 3

We will carpool and leave from
the church at 11am.

Cost: $23 per person.

Sign up in the foyer by Jan 28.

In November, twenty folks journeyed with
Good Time Travelers to Galilean Homes
Ministry in Liberty KY. After a buffet
lunch at the ministry's Bread of Life Cafe,
we delivered supplies requested from their
needs list and visited with the babies in the
Angel House and special needs adults in
the Blessings House. We shopped at the ministry's Thrift Store on the way home.
Thank you to all in the SBC congregation who contributed to our Simply Love
ministry.
This is George from the Blessing House. He has been a resident of Galilean Homes since he
was abandoned at 5 years old. George is the official greeter and tour guide. We love George!

GOOD TIME TRAVELERS

Christmas Senior
Potluck Luncheon
Tuesday, December 12
Gather at 11:30am
Lunch at 12pm
Please bring a dish!
Sign up in the foyer of the FLC.
Our Goodtime Travelers and our Classic Worship will combine for our Christmas
luncheon. Classic Worship will take a winter hiatus and will resume in March 2018.
1
2
3
4
6
10
6
7
8
9
18
19
20
21
22
24
25
29

Cathy Carlson, Tim Renfro
Brian Straub
Samantha Hittle
Rhonda Jones
Andrew Cline, Tony Sanford,
Stanley Sheehan, Phyllis Walker
Lillian Brewer, Kelly Horsley,
Christy McEldowney
Al Poulter, Tina Solomon
Taylor Royse
Amy Griggs, Ian Wyatt
Linda Kerr
Abbe Henkle
Emily Royse
Troy Phillips, Brad Renfro
Stanalee Gowin, Jamie McEldowney
Denise Logue, John Metcalf, Mike Waterman
Kim Fulkerson, J.Lowe, Ann Purnell
Cherissa Eden, Bob Gordon, Jody Jones
Jim Pruitt

Please contact Angie in the
church office, if you do not
see your name or it’s
incorrectly listed.

Stetson Baird
497 7th Ave
Dorm 319
Room 126
PO Box 604
GFAFB, ND
58205

Master Plan Initiative Team

PLEASE READ BEFORE CHRISTMAS 2017

December is a great time to reflect on the previous year in all aspects of our lives… our health, our debt, our earnings,
our giving, our prayer life and our spiritual and physical condition. Certain periods/stages of life create more opportunities or challenges than others. As we enter this last month of 2017, some personal considerations regarding
charitable gifts may need particularly, special attention this year end.
Most of us are aware that tax reform is under major consideration at this time but certainly will not be approved and
in place for 2017. However, it is highly likely that tax reductions will be approved for 2018 and future years, which
will give most of us Americans the opportunity to now consider the unique tax benefits reducing our taxable income
in 2017 while the tax rates are clearly higher than they will be in 2018, if tax reform is approved. This could possibly
be the ‘last time’ we can take advantage of this savings.
Simply stated, there are individual tax savings opportunities developing that may never exist again, at least for the
next few years. If tax reform is approved which will certainly lower the tax rate for most of our congregation, charitable gifts (like contributions made in 2017 to our building fund or general fund), will lower one’s taxable income taxed
at a higher rate in 2017 than expected to be taxed in 2018 and subsequent years thereafter.
Both the Senate and the House’s tax plans are similar, increasing the standard deduction to over $24,000. While the
new tax code is not likely to eliminate itemized deductions for charitable contributions, mortgage interest and real
estate taxes, the ability to exceed the new standard deduction of $24,000 will greatly reduce the number of taxpayers
eligible to take itemized deductions … and currently only 30% of taxpayers claim itemized deductions anyway. From
a recent article in the publication, Nonprofit Advisor, Ralph Citino, CPA states regarding the new proposed tax provisions, “Under these provisions, many taxpayers could end up using the higher standard deduction rather than the
itemized deduction, therefore losing the tax benefit of a charitable contribution deduction {in future years}.”
Beginning January 1, 2018, our Immeasurably More Generosity
Campaign will lead us up to a special Sunday on March 18 when 3-year
commitments to build our new worship center will be confidentially
shared. The total committed by our congregation will be revealed on
March 25 and will determine when (and if) we can begin construction in
2018, 2019 or when? Lead donations will precede the March 18 Celebration Sunday, but wouldn’t it be great to see our Building Fund grow
significantly more than its current $350,000 balance before January 1,
2018? One way would be to take advantage of the highly expected change
in the 2018 federal tax code described above that leaves an opportunity for
greater tax savings on charitable donations made before year end 2017.
(It could greatly increase our Building Fund.)
Year end is always a good time to make charitable contributions. Most consider cash. Some may wish to give noncash gifts of assets or appreciated stock. Others over the age of 70½ needing to make required minimum distributions
from IRAs can make qualified charitable contributions directly into a charity (like our church) to provide tax savings
since these contributions are federal income tax-free to the donor.
One of the take-aways from the “Tax Cuts and Jobs Acts” released by the House of Representatives on November 2
stated, “In the short-term, charitable organizations should encourage donors to take advantage of the existing tax laws
by accelerating charitable giving intended for 2018 into the 2017 tax year”. I hope this was helpful. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me, and please, remember Simpsonville Baptist Church as you make your yearend tax decisions this year. God bless you!
Lowell Ashby, MPITeam Leader (502-777-2540 or lowell.ashby@kybaptist.org)

We hope this holiday season
finds you happy and healthy! We
sure had a fun year and hope you
did as well! Here are a few of our
Adventure Club highlights we
didn't want you to miss!
Wishing everyone a Happy
and Healthy 2018!

Bob Evans in
Simpsonville
Saturday,
December 2
at 7:30am

Our men had great fellowship
during our Men’s Retreat in
November!
Save The Date for our next retreat!
July 19-21 at The Cove in NC
featuring guest speaker Tony Evans.

$75 nonrefundable deposits are due in January

With the recent church shootings and especially the
one in Texas, I believe now is the time to define our
SMART (Security Medical and Response Team) for
Simpsonville Baptist Church. Our SMART mission
statement gives a quick glance of our purpose.

“To Provide Biblical Protection to our Pastor, Staff, church members, children and guests and to protect and
guard property by means of a trained volunteer security, medical and response team.”
When you enter the doors of SBC the SMART wants you to feel safe and secure while you worship, congregate,
and enjoy fellowship with your friends and other church members. The safe and secure factor comes from a security and medical team that is highly trained to respond to a variety of scenarios. Our security volunteers are police
officers, prior law enforcement officers, prior military and select members who possess a permit to carry a
concealed deadly weapon. Our medical team is diversified and may consist of medical doctors, registered nurses,
paramedics and emergency medical technicians (EMT).
The SMART not only is present during worship service but is also present during special events such as our Senior
Social, Fall Festival, and other events where there might be large numbers of people. Your security team can coexist with church policy of welcoming strangers to come in and worship. The only difference is that the security
members will be more vigilant on who walks through the door for your protection. I would like to close with a fact
of life: As we reach and help people… evil has no respect of churches.
2 Thessalonians 3:2-3states, “and pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone
has faith. But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.” I hope this brief
summary will give you confidence that your SMART is constantly finding new ways to protect God’s people and
His property.
Mike Waterman

Our Veteran’s Day Chili & Soup Supper was appreciated by those
veteran’s in attendance. Much appreciation goes to Col. Walter Herd for
sharing about his service to our country. Thank you to those that
provided desserts and chili and to our Crafts for Christ ministry which
worked hard to make some really cute crafts.

Please note that all “end of year” gifts to the church should be made
by Sunday, December 31. Most gifts are tax-deductible.

A big thank you to everyone that helped us
create a great event for our church and community!!

At the Well
Women’s
Ministry

Chic Chat
McDonalds in Simpsonville

Meets every Monday at 10am
in the Fellowship Hall.

The crafts made will be sold to raise
money for 2018 missions.

Fearfully & Wonderfully Made
Women’s Craft Group
Cookie Decorating

Every Friday from 8-9:30am.
Hosted by Patti Tocci

Thursday, December 14
Meets in the
Fellowship Hall 6:30-8pm.

Join us for coffee and come and
go as you like!

$10 per person to help pay
for supplies.
Bring snacks to share!
Sign up in the FLC foyer.

In January we will be making prayer journals!

Women’s Christmas Party
Monday, December 11

6:30pm
Held at the home of Patti Tocci

4600 Jolynn Wolf Way Fisherville
Bring 5 gifts worth $5 each.
You can make them, buy them or bake them!
R.S.V.P. by signing up in the foyer of the FLC.

Women of Worth Class
Sunday, December 10 at 1:30pm

Meets in Room 207

Facilitated by Marydora Conley.
Lesson Title
Overcoming Our Stronghold on Food:
a continuation of the codependent relationship with food.
One of the greatest challenges amount women in our culture is taking
time to cease from all the activities and just breathe. We are in bondage to busyness. We constantly strive to complete the limitless to-do
lists that hinder us from experiencing all that God has for us. By
neglecting time for tranquility, serenity, and repose, we limit our
Christlikeness and miss out on some of God's greatest gifts. In the
Old Testament, Sabbath was given to the Israelites as a gift, and it is
still a gift to us today. If you are weary, worn out, and exhausted,
then the concept of Sabbath will change your life.

Begins Thursday, January 4
10am
Facilitated by Amy Griggs

Missions
Joy and Dignity at
Christmas
The Christmas Village Toy Store provides
a "hand up" for Shelby County families
who want to purchase affordable new
toys for their children at Christmas. Rather than simply giving a handout of toys
to at-risk families, we believe in
empowering families to purchase Christmas gifts for their own children.
We will be sponsoring a Christmas Village
Toy Store on December 9 where families
can come and shop for new toys at a
discounted price. We are asking you as a church to help provide a dignified Christmas shopping experience for the
families by purchasing new toys for the Christmas Toy Store.

December 9, 2017

This is our 5th year providing the store to the community. We need your help in a variety of ways. We have created a
sign up genius site at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090b48aba829a0fc1-christmas1.
The site provides a list of all the volunteer opportunities available including: hospitality, people to help our shoppers,
people to help keep our tables filled with toys and clean up. If you don’t have access to the internet, please contact
Angie in the church office at 722-5246 ext. 106.

Toy Donations can be taken to the foyer of the FLC.

We were pleased to have a number of families and a
Sunday School class organize a food drive for our
local food banks. These children in the Station Pointe
neighborhood are going door-to-door collecting food.
As of this printing our church family had cleaned and
processed 2,219 pairs of glasses for Kendall
Optometry to send with short-term missionaries who
are serving in Africa and on North American
Indian Reservations.
We also had a nice group of families that were treated to lunch and dinner through the
Dinners On Us emphasis.
Thank you to all those who participated and loved your neighbors!

100% of your Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering
supports international
missionaries.
Church Goal
$6,500
The following gives you a good example of what your giving supports and what your prayers provide.
Christians within the Rohingya people are twice persecuted. First, for their ethnicity as Rohingya people. The UN considers the
Rohingya the “most persecuted people on earth.” Homeless, stateless, poor and hungry, they have been the victims of Myanmar’s
genocidal campaign against them since the 1970s. Renewed waves of persecution have forced another four hundred thousand into
neighboring Bangladesh in the past few months.
Second, for their decision to follow Jesus. Although the majority of Rohingya are Muslim, approximately 300 of the 1.4 million
Rohingya have come to Christ in the past twenty years, mostly through the witness of one family living in a refugee camp in
Bangladesh. The father is the first known Rohingya to follow Christ. He has personally led more than two hundred people to
faith in Jesus, helped establish five churches among his people, and started a Christian primary school in his camp. His eighteen-year-old son, Arman,* bears fresh scars across his nose from a recent beating from Muslim neighbors in the camp. They had
been waiting for him outside after a prayer meeting, wielding knives and sticks. Despite this opposition, Arman is passionate about
reaching his people for Christ. “I request with my heart that my Christian brothers and sisters all over the world keep Rohingya
Christians in your daily prayers. I heartily believe God has a good plan for my people.”
When everything else is stripped away, Christ remains.
The Rohingya are desperate to escape the murdering of their families and the burning of their villages. They all need our prayers.
The few hundred Christians among them especially need the intercession of their brothers and sisters around the world.

A Letter from a Christian Rohingya in a Bangladesh Refugee Camp
In a recent letter from Arman, he asked Christians to pray for all Rohingya, but specifically for their fellow Christians:
It’s raining here in Bangladesh, and the Rohingya situation is very bad now. Nearly 370,000 Rohingya have fled to Bangladesh in the
last few weeks due to the ongoing genocide in Myanmar. Most of the newly arrived have lost everything: husband, wives, children, and homes, and
many have been wounded by the Myanmar military. They lack food, shelter, and proper medical care.
There are seventy-eight families who are followers of Jesus, and we (my family and me) are taking care of them. They have all converted
from Islam to Christianity. They are mostly my relatives and neighbors from Myanmar. Even though they escaped Myanmar, they are not safe
because a terrorist group, Al Yakin, has formed within the Rohingya and has targeted the Christians. My uncle and his group of Christians are
praising God that Jesus is the real God and he saves everyone who follows him. They are praising God that they safely reached Bangladesh. Please
continue to pray for the seventy-eight Christian families in the refugee camps.

Pray for





Rohingya Christians to be strong in their faith, even
amid persecution from other refugees.
all Rohingya to have enough food to survive day to day.
They are given rice by a local non-government organization, but that is all.
a safe shelter in Bangladesh so that they can help lead
others to know Jesus and establish churches.
proper medical care. There are mobile clinics but the
resources are inadequate and the needs are abundant.
People suffer from malnutrition, burns, wounds from
their journey, and sicknesses.

The International Mission Board supports missionaries who are on the ground in difficult areas sharing the love
and message of Christ. Your partnership through your giving and prayers will see lives changed and redeemed
throughout the world.

December 2017
1

2
7:30am Men’s
Breakfast

7pm Christmas 6pm Christmas
Dinner Theater Dinner Theater

3 Lord’s Supper
4
8:30am Sunday School 10am Crafts for
9:45am Worship
Christ
11am Sunday School
12pm
Hispanic Worship
4pm Deacons Meeting
5:15pm AWANA
Theology Matters

5

10
11
8:30am Sunday School 10am Crafts for
9:45am Worship
Christ
11am Sunday School
12pm
Hispanic Worship
6:30pm
5:15pm AWANA
Women’s
Theology Matters
Christmas Party

12

6:30pm Men’s
Basketball

11:30am Senior
Adult Christmas
Fellowship

6:30pm Men’s
Basketball

17
18
8:30am Sunday School 10am Crafts for
9:45am Worship
Christ
11am Sunday School
12pm
Hispanic Worship

19

5:15pm AWANA
Theology Matters

6:30pm Men’s
Basketball

No evening activities

6:15pm
Children’s Ministry
Student Ministry
Women’s
Discipleship
Men’s Discipleship

13
10am Prayer Group
6:15pm
Children’s Ministry
Student Ministry
Women’s
Discipleship
Men’s Discipleship

7

8

9
Christmas Toy
Store 8am

6:30pm Volleyball

14

15

16
10am-8pm
Salvation Army
Bell Ringing

22

23

6:30pm Women’s
Craft Group
6:30pm Volleyball

20
10am Prayer Group

21

No evening
activities

24
25
26
8:30am Sunday School
9:45am Worship
Church Office
11am Sunday School Closed
12pm
Hispanic Worship
Merry Christmas
5pm Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
31
8:30am Sunday School
9:45am Worship
11am Sunday School
12pm
Hispanic Worship

6
10am Prayer Group

6:30pm Volleyball 12pm Church

Office Closed

27

No evening
activities

28

29

30

Men’s Mission Trip
February 16 - February 23

The focus is to build a church in a community called Cuyuta in Escuintla. This community is about
an hour out of Guatemala City, near the Pacific Ocean. The community is all flat ground with black
sand. The vegetation is very lush like a rain forest. Sugar cane and pineapples are the main crops.
The pastor of this flock has been holding church in the community on Thursday afternoons. They are
running over 75 in attendance meeting outside and the pastor wants to plant a permanent church.
Land has been purchased and the plan is to lay block on this trip.
They will have the footers in when we arrive.

We have one opening left!!
Please contact Richard Miles at 502.500.6008
Begin Praying Now For Those Who Are Participating!

Simpsonville Baptist Church
PO Box 56
Simpsonville, KY 40067

