
Randy Barnhart, 

Senior Minister 

Registration for Summer Camp at Woodland is now open!  Register before April 1st for a discount.  If you have any questions, please 

visit the information desk located in the Family Life Center foyer. You can also contact Carrie Veal at Carrie@1stChristianChurch.com or 

770.367.7184 for more information regarding Camp or sponsoring a child.     

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study – Tuesday March 12, 
7:00 AM  – 7:50 AM 

Hey men, in case you haven’t noticed, we are in a life and death struggle. 

That’s the simple truth, and many of us have been caught off guard. Our enemy 

is real–and so is the danger.  

 

It’s been said that all evil needs to succeed is for good men to do nothing, and 

powerful forces work every day to convince us to ignore the spiritual war 

around us. Guys, your community, your workplace, your church – and your 

family needs you to lead the fight.   

Join me for breakfast in the Family Life Center  at 7:00AM on Tuesday 

March 12 – and let’s get completely equipped for the battle. 

We will use the book, “The Fight” by Kenny Luck. As Luck puts it, his book 

encourages men to pick more fights with evil because the most dangerous thing 

we can do is pretend evil doesn’t exist and is not out to destroy us. Learn to 

recognize the deceptions the enemy employs and the role men play at the front 

lines. 

Church Events 
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focus 

• March 11
th 

Omega 6:30 PM 

• March 12
th 

Mens Breakfast 
& Bible study  7 AM 

• March 12
 th 

Food Pantry     
9 AM 

• March 25
th

  Preschool   
fund raiser @ America Pie 
5 - 9 PM  

• April 19
th 

 Good Friday 
Service 7 PM 

• April 21
st

  Easter Services 
9 and 11 AM, Brunch 10 
AM 

Send Your Kids To Camp 



Our Wednesday night program is in full swing for the Spring 

semester, and we are excited for what the future has in store for the  

30 to 40 students in our building for youth group.  Everyone around 

them feels the excitement they bring. Our ministry has one goal: to 

reach and disciple students with the Gospel. We could not succeed 

in this goal without the help of numerous volunteers who give of 

their time, energy, resources, and passion.  

Our Wednesday night team, headlined by volunteers who are 

engaged and devoted on a weekly basis, consists of Sam and 

Jennifer Ly, Clint and Lauren Lee, Mark and Mandy Anderson, 

Haley Johnson, Lauren Johnson, Erica McPike, Maddie Wilbanks, 

and Justin Cardell. 

We are also blessed by Randy and Wendy Barnhart, Sam Ly, the 

Culwell life group, Omega Group, the Hembree life group, and Beth 

Morgan who have supplied meals.  Lives are being changed and 

many students are hearing about Jesus for the first time because of 

what these individuals bring to the table for the Kingdom.  

A Women's Beth Moore Bible study 

on the life of the Apostle Paul will 

start this Spring beginning Thursday, 

February 21st through May 2nd. The 

class will meet each Thursday in the 

Joyful Givers classroom from 9:30 

AM to 11:30 AM.  A workbook is 

available for $16.00 but is not    

required. If you have any questions or 

would like a workbook, please contact 

Brenda Holland at 770-834-0131 or 

678-877-4715. 

Women's Bible 
Study 

Student Minister 

Jake  

McPike 

.The purpose of the Food Pantry, organized in 2004 by Julee Gray and 

Elaine Hobson, is threefold. 

• To provide food to the needy families of Carroll County 

• To raise awareness to the church body of our responsibility as 

Christians to reach out beyond ourselves. 

• To provide a positive witness to the community. We are to be the 

hands and feet of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the first Tuesday of the month from 9:00AM-11:00AM, volunteers 

share food boxes with those of the community who need help feeding 

their family..  An application process  assesses  needs of a variety of 

folks served each month including those who have lost jobs, single 

moms, the elderly, the disabled and those who just make  minimum 

wage and need assistance. The Food Pantry depends totally on monetary 

donations from members or groups within the church family. The Food 

Pantry has an established box of 19 items a $25.00 donation will 

purchase almost 2 full boxes. 

This ministry always needs volunteers.  

Greeters: Make the participants feel welcome, etc. 

Devotion Leader: Present a 5-10 minute devotion offering 

encouragement and hope. 

Shoppers: Purchase the items for each month.  

Inventory Help: Shelve food items. 

Preppers: Fill boxes for the coming month.  

Load Help: Carry food box to the car.   

Interviewers:  Help new applicants with the paper and help determine 

primary needs of the participants. Jobs such as these are a good fit for 

retirees and home schoolers. Two hands-on hours per month go a long 

way in fulfilling the mission of Christ.   

Food Pantry Update 

Starts  

Tuesday  

March 12   

7 AM  



 

Member Spotlight 
Meet the Tarpley family 

Eric and Carrie Tarpley have had connections through the 

Ed Brett family with 1st Christian since they were 

teenagers.  1995 found these two planning their wedding at 

the new church sanctuary recently adapted from the old 

Carrollton post office. This was to be the first wedding in 

the new auditorium and they remember Susan Ingle and 

others reminding them of various situations so the event 

would not damage in any way the new building of which 

they were all so proud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 finds Eric, Carrie and their daughters in worship 

every week. They are a busy foursome with Eric in 

insurance sales, Carrie a university student and 

homemaker, Allyson working toward graduation from 

UWG in May, and Erin enjoying the last year of high 

school at Central.  Because they value the place of the 

church in their lives, they each help to fulfill the mission of 

the congregation.  Eric works the soundboard at 9 a.m. 

service, Carrie teaches a Sunday School class of 4th and 5th 

graders, while Allyson and Erin work with the Children’s 

Ministry in rotation with other volunteers. 

When asked what they appreciate about our church, Carrie 

speaks of the diversity of the congregation and how that 

would not be a possibility without the church family’s 

commitment to being non-judgmental.  The rest second 

that statement and Erin adds that the church feels just like 

family and that is what she loves about it.  If, by chance, 

you do not know this lovely family, introduce yourself. 

You will be glad you did. 

A Big Message Series 
Based on Little Words 

 

 

 

If you’ve been around the church for very long you likely are 

used to hearing some really big words. Big words like, 

“justification,” “atonement,” “sanctification” and “Triune” are 

helpful because they can carry a lot of freight, a lot of good news. 

 

One of the things I’ve learned, however, is the little words of 

Christianity are sometimes just as important. Some of the most 

important little words in all the Bible, I think, are prepositions. 

Prepositions indicate relationships between other words. Paying 

close attention to prepositions helps us to think clearly about the 

good news of Jesus. 

 

This month I’ll begin a new 5-week series on great prepositional 

phrases in the book of Ephesians: in Christ, by grace, through 

faith, unto peace, for good works. We will see clearly what it is 

Christians believe, and how God is seeking to have his way in 

our lives. This is a perfect series for inviting any guests, but 

especially those who are far away from God. 

 

What does God want for us? The answer is found in some really 

little words. 

 
BIG STUFF to pray 

about this month 
Let’s all pray every day for… 

• courage to share our faith (talk about what Jesus 

means in our lives) 

• our Easter Outreach (begin thinking who you can 

invite on April 21) 

• an invitation opportunity (invite a friend to worship 

this week) 

• our list of lost people (keep a list of 5 people who 

are far from God) 

• our greeter team (to make a powerful, positive first 

impression on guests)   

• one person who needs God’s love (God, give me 

one, anyone…) 

God, give me one….ANYone.  I don’t care who it is.  

You or old, rich or poor, brown, red, black or white, I 

don’t care. Just give me one person who needs your 

love today. Amen. 



 

1st Kids News 

Carrie  

Veal 

Dates On The 
Horizon 

BECOMING MRS. LEWIS by Patti Callahan and THE 

UNDOING OF SAINT SILVANUS by Beth Moore are two 

relatively new books in the Common Grounds library. The 

first, a historical novel, tells the dramatic and unlikely story 

of a New York married Jewish writer, recently converted 

from atheism, wo becomes entangled in the rather monastic 

life of C.S. Lewis, professor of  literature and theologian of 

Oxford University in England. This encounter happens at the 

height of his publication of  the Narnia series and essays on 

Christianity. The second, a very successful venture into 

writing fiction for Houston based theologian and Bible 

teacher Beth Moore, features a young, rootless woman from 

San Francisco lured back to New Orleans, the home of her 

youth. While basically a "Who Done It," the story will 

engage the reader who will find it hard to put down. 

Church Library 

Good Friday April 19 

Easter  April 21 

Mother’s Day May 12 

 

Easter Weekend Schedule 

Good Friday Service – 7PM 

Easter Sunday 

• Worship at 9AM  

• Easter Brunch 10AM 

• Worship at 11AM 

 

As most of you know, Brian and I have two daughters, Paige 

and Hannah. I remember the day we brought our first child, 

Paige, home from the hospital.  Brian looked at me and said, 

“That was great...what do we do with her now?” It seemed 

insane to me that the doctors would allow us to be in charge 

of this person-this human’s- life, indefinitely.  I think the best 

word to describe my first impression of parenting would be 

overwhelming.  I’m overwhelmed with love. Overwhelmed 

with responsibility. Overwhelmed with exhaustion. 

 

Yes. Parenting is overwhelming. Some of us deal with that is 

different ways. We read books. We ask advice of a 

professional.  We reach out to friends or family. We read 

online forums-not a good idea, by the way.  There is plenty 

of advice out there. But then even that can be overwhelming. 

The sheer volume of ideas, theories, and guidelines are 

enough to make you want to quit before you even start.  I’ve 

been there. Every parent has been there. I want to give you 

one thing to focus on, one thing to think about when it comes 

to raising your children. 

 

In Deuteronomy 6:5-7, Moses gave some parenting 

advice.   He said: “Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These 

commandments that I give you today are to be on your 

hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them 

when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 

when you lie down and when you get up.”   

 

Moses doesn’t debate on whether or not you should let your 

child cry it out.  He doesn’t talk about pacifiers, baby sign 

language or how much t.v. kids should watch. Moses tells 

the people that the most important thing they can pass along 

to their child is a love and knowledge of their Heavenly 

Father.  Nothing is more important than teaching your child 

that their Heavenly Father created them, loves them, and 

desperately want a relationship with them. 

 

Thanks for sharing your child with us, 

Carrie Veal 



Pregnancy Resource Center 
The Pregnancy Resource Center of Carrollton is near and dear to the hearts of our church. This center helps young women who need a support 

system as they work though the stresses of an unplanned pregnancy.   

This vital service draws funding from corporations, individuals, and churches.  Our church has been actively involved in this mission since 2008 

when some of the members took it upon themselves to help fund the work.  2019 finds the Omega group as well as individuals showing concern 

for unplanned pregnancies and the decisions arising from them. Last year the PRC administered over $76,000 worth of free medical services to 

women of our community.  It also conducted nearly 400 training sessions and dozens of parenting classes.  Because a primary goal of the 

organization is to lead people to the Lord, they offer post abortion healing Bible studies and a mentoring program called Embrace Grace. Kellie 

Roberts, director of development, would be pleased to talk to anyone who would be interested in volunteering in this effort. The office is located 

at 514 Tanner Street, phone 770-832-0256.  

Plant this in your Heart 
A great verse to memorize 

 
Micah 6:8 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?      

To act justly and to love mercy and  to walk humbly with your God. 

   

February Numbers  

    

 2/3 2/10 2/17 2/24  

Attendance               332                 302                                  294                             359                                                               

Offering $20,278.60 $9,667.09 $9,711.89 $22,408.77  

YTD Received $36,773.34 $77,440.43 $87,152.32 $109,561.09  

YTD Needed $62,500.00 $75,000.00 $87,500.00 $100,000.00  

Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from 

it.”  However, parenting does not always appear to work out that way.  Even as Christ-following parents, 

the instruction we give and the role modeling we exhibit sometimes do not seem to take.  The child may 

have a period of disregarding much of the moral instruction that we have given them.  How disappointing 

when we have children who fall away from the church, turn from God, and stridently go in their own 

direction.  Witnessing  a child go against what we would consider the right way to live and what God 

desires for his  life takes the wind out of a parent’s sail .  Although we can’t make any child follow God, we 

can continue to show God’s love by our interactions with them.  As God does not give up on us as we turn 

from Him, we also shouldn’t give up on our children when they stray from the faith. 

Proverbs 22:6 should give hope and encouragement that as the child matures he can be drawn back to God 

and into His service. As an elder at 1st Christian, my advice for these troublesome situations is to diligently 

continue to pray for your children that they return to God. Life within this Kingdom of God is the abundant 

life, which, of course, is what all parents want for their dear ones.   

 Encouragement From Elder Tony Ward 

Pastor’s Breakfast (each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. with reservation) 

Help your guests connect more easily at 1st Christian Church!  Each Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m., newcomers will be served breakfast with 

Randy, an elder or two, and a staff member for a relaxed brunch and conversation about the mission and vision of 1st Christian Church.  Once your 

friends have attended one of our services, we will invite them to breakfast, and we’d love for you join your guest at our Pastor’s breakfast.   


