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There’s an old song entitled, “I Walked Today Where Jesus Walked.“ Never thought I would live out the words 
of  that song, but surreal as it still seems, Wendy and I did just that. We knelt where Christ was born. We walked in the 
water that Jesus walked on. We prayed and read scripture where he died on the cross, and we worshipped where he 
was resurrected. I’m still amazed we were there. 
  
Rather than just tell about it, I thought I might show just a few snapshots of the many sites we visited. The captions tell 
some of the story. The pictures tell it better. Of course, if you’d like to see the pictures (we have about 2,000), just give 
us a call. 

We Walked Where Jesus Walked 

Where Herod built a fortress 
on the sand in Caesarea   

Mount of Olives view of Jerusalem  

Randy Barnhart 

Chapel on the 
Mount of Beatitudes 

 

The Synagogue in 
Capernaum 

 

Steps outside the southern wall to old Jerusalem  

 



Women's Bible 
Study 

 

Brenda Holland invites women of the community to 
join her this August for a new 6 week Women's Bible 
Study featuring Lysa TerKeurst's, "Finding I AM". 
The study starts on August 1st (Thursday) and will 
meet in the Joyful Givers classroom from 9:30 - 
11:00 a.m. A shorter version of the study will meet 
on Sunday mornings during the Sunday School hour 
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the classroom next to the 
Joyful Givers room. A workbook is available for 
$9.00 but is not required to participate in the study. If 
interested or have any questions, please contact 
Brenda Holland at 770-834-0131 or 678-877-4715. 

Life  
Groups 

Chris and Amanda Bradley 

Life Group Leaders 

A dozen is a good solid number.  In fact, twelve is 
a fine number for a small group.  One can easily 
see how simple it would be to order donuts for 
refreshments. Here at 1st Christian, each life group 
decides for itself how often and where it will 
meet. Some meet on Sunday nights, some at the 
church building, many in homes, some meet twice 
a month, etc.  

 Alan Krieger and Nan Meeks meet every Mon-
day evening with their life group that consists of 
Rob and Betty Robinson, Joe and Tina Valentine, 
Keith and Sandy Krieger, Sandy Vierling, Freddy 
Powell, Karen Phillips, and Marie Paugh.  Obvi-
ously, these folk enjoy a time of study, eating, and 
fellowship to meet weekly. They are also very 
interested in spreading the love of God and in 
helping out with needs of the community and mis-
sions projects. Recently this group sold enough 
Vadalia onions to raise $260 which they will use 
to provide for the needs of children in one of the 
Carroll County elementary  schools and buy 
“shoes that grow” for children in Mexico. They 
also actively support Christian work located on an 
Arizona Indian Reservation. Our hats are off to 
this enthusiastic group. 

A life group serves as an important “community” 
within a secular society that values individualism 
and personal achievement while at the same time 
finds people more and more isolated by technolo-
gy and social trends. Christians understand the 
need to build relationships and work toward com-
mon goals such as honoring God through family, 
work, and worship. If you are not a part of a life 
group, sign up for one in the Family Life Center, 
contact Chris and Amanda Bradley at Life-
Groups@1stChristianChurch.com , call 770-832-
3974, or simply ask around at your worship ser-
vice for a group that might be convenient for you.  

• July 3
rd

  - Alpha 10 AM 

• July 4
th 

- VBS Parade 

• July 5
th

- Celebrate Recovery 6 PM  

• July 7
th

 to July 11
th

 - VBS 

• July 9
th

  - Food Pantry 

• July 12
th

 - Celebrate Recovery 6 PM
 
    

• July 17
th

 - Youth 6 PM 

• July 19
th

 - Celebrate Recovery 6 PM  

•  July 19
th

 - Poolside Chat (Youth) 

• July 24
th 

- Youth 6 PM 

• July 26
th

 - Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

 

Church Events 

mailto:LifeGroups@1stChristianChurch.com
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Student Minister 
Jake McPike 
We have successfully completed half of 
our summer holiday. Soon enough, we 
will be back to the routine of another  

school year. I hope that the summer season brings some 
refreshment back into your lives.  
 
As July looms upon us, please encourage your students 
to remain involved in our remaining summer ministry 
activities. Plans have been made for many fun, good 
times, worship, connecting with Jesus, and fellowship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for us as we are in the process of develop-
ing our events for the 2019-2020 school year. These 
plans and details will be released soon. 
 
Our Youth at Woodland Christian Camp: 
 
Many of our students this summer attended Woodland 
Christian Camp. From rising sixth graders all the way 
through high school students, our students love the 
Woodland experience. Perhaps more importantly, sev-
eral 1st Christian students put their time and their gifts 
to use in volunteering at Woodland this summer. Thank 
you to those who have personally donated time, energy, 
or finances to Woodland Christian Camp. Each effort 
helps the camping ministry make an impact on lives for 
Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Encouragement for parents: 
 
Who doesn’t want to see teens embrace their Christian 
identity through participation in the local church? 
Youth ministry is the best bridge to connect the local 
church with the home. Remember, unlike the church 
and home, youth ministry is temporary. Our students 
will always belong to their family, and hopefully, they 
will continue as fruitful and active members of a 
church. If we aren’t functioning as a bridge for students 
to practice their faith in both the home and the church, 
then we’re missing our purpose. 

 

This year's VBS theme is all about video games, 
old and new! Come march with us in the 4th of 
July parade dressed as your favorite game char-
acter or your best red, white and blue. Best 
dressed gets a $25 Game Stop gift card. 
 
We will begin close to Dairy Queen and end at 
the Robinson Salvage store by Burger King. We 
will meet here at the church at 9:00am on July 
4th and be shuttled to our spot in the parade line 
for a 10:00 a.m. start. 
 
We will be needing A LOT of candy (no choco-
late) for us to throw to the spectators along the 
route. Donations can be brought to the church 
office before Wednesday July 3rd.  
 
If you have any questions you can contact  
Carrie Veal at 770-367-7184 or email-
Carrie@1stChristianChurch.com 

Power Up Parade 



their wedding. After thirty-five years of teaching at Frankfort High School and one year of teaching at Purdue Univer-
sity, Ron retired to move to Carroll County to help care for his brother-in-law Earl Hobson who faced a battle with 
Multiple Myeloma.  Many of you know Ron as a former elder of our congregation and others of you know him as a 
professor of education at UWG. What you may not know is Ron spends at least one day a week as a chaplain at Tan-
ner. He also leads a very active Life Group. For the last fifteen years, Ron has taught the Servants of Christ Sunday 
School class which meets in the sanctuary immediately after 9 a.m. service. As one who takes his teaching seriously, he 
spends hours per week working on materials for the class. 

Margo had several years of library and community theater experience behind her when they made the move to Geor-
gia.  When a minister who knew this asked her if she would undertaking reviving the church library as a ministry, she 
complied by first getting rid of half of the books.  What kind of a librarian is that? She also threw away Mr. Dewey 
Decimal and organized the inventory in a user-friendly- system with signs pointing the browser to various catego-
ries.  Selecting, ordering and cataloging new books took time, but readership expanded. Soon after Randy came as min-
ister, Margo floated the idea of installing a coffee bar in the library space and calling the area Common Grounds.  What 
an appropriate name for the space since people were moving through the area going to and from the 9 a.m. service and 
into the former sanctuary for the 11 a.m. service. At this point Cindi Bass and Margo put their plans together and creat-
ed a wonderful gathering place for fellowship and library use.  Throughout the years, Margo has used her drama skills 
in VBS programming and in studies/activities for the women of the congregation. 

When asked what he values in our church, Ron says that he has seen such growth in the congregation’s attitude of 
friendliness and inclusiveness.  He thinks 1st is a warm, welcoming fellowship offering a meaningful worship service. 
In fact, he says the first thing that he loved about the church was Louanne Hutcheson.  Margo says that she has had 
only three churches in her whole life and feels blessed that each was a Christ-centered church that met her needs and 
led her toward service. 

If you know them, you like them.  If you don’t know them, get acquainted.  Ron tells corny jokes and Margo whips up 
wonderful meals.  Include them in your circle of friends. 

Member Spotlight 
This month’s member spotlight shines on Ron and Margo Shep-
herd who have been members at 1st Christian for nearly twenty 
years.  This couple met at Indiana University when Teacher Shep-
herd was on campus in the summer for graduate work and met 
undergraduate Margaret Ann (Margo) Randle at a Christian Stu-
dent Center.  This summer Ron and Margo celebrated their fiftieth 
wedding anniversary by taking a driving tour of the Canadian 
Maritimes. Those of you who know Scott Hobson will laugh at 
the idea of his being a ring bearer in a short white linen suit at  

We are creatures of habit—good habits and bad 
ones. This four-week sermon series examines 
what the Bible says about putting off old be-
haviors and putting on new ones in our desire 
to be like Jesus. “Creature of Habit” begins 
with the need for good habits, look at two chal-
lenging habits to deal with—the tongue and 
anger—and concludes with Paul’s exhortation 
to live as lights in this darkened world.  

Upcoming Message Series 



"Don't build a God hut" 

There is no scene in the Biblical narrative quite as powerful and mysterious as the Transfiguration (Matthew 17). Jesus 

takes three of his closest disciples up on the mountaintop for this critical transition in His earthly ministry. As the ac-

count tells us, they are joined by Moses, representing the law, and Elijah, representing the prophets, in order to com-

municate that Jesus is the fulfillment of both. Peter, who we know has a knack for both heavenly revelation and enor-

mous worldly blunders, offers to set up a place for them all to stay there on the mountaintop. He suggests that he build 

a series of huts in which these important figures can dwell. This reflects our human desire to remain in the "good 

times". It is important to remember that mountain tops are great for a view (receiving God's vision) but fruit grows in 

the valley. God the Father drives this point home by essentially telling Peter to hush, and once again redirecting Peter's 

focus to the Son, in whom the Father is well pleased. In a world that prizes decisive action and forging ahead, the 

Christian walk many times calls for us to put down our hut building tools and just "listen to Him". He will likely lead 

us back into the world below where we can continue to witness to His creation.  

Encouragement From                
Elder Jason Faircloth 

When a man asked seven-year-old Tim Turner what he 
wanted to be when he grew up, Tim answered with, “I 
want to be just like my Dad.”  Today, forty-eight years 
later, Tim is preaching from the same pulpit of the 
Machida Church of Christ from which his father 
preached. Actually, the Turner family is a fine example 
of a generational calling.  Betty, Tim’s mother, graduat-
ed from Atlanta Christian College in l952 and served as 
a missionary in the Philippines for ten years before mar-
rying Bill Turner, a young minister who had his heart set 
on working in Japan.  After their marriage, the Turners 
established themselves in the Philippines, but when doc-
tors found their second child, Timothy, had allergies 
compounded by tropical heat, they reassessed and 
moved to Japan. 

This young son thrived in Japan picking up the culture 
and the language and learning from his parents the im-
portance of Kingdom work. For twenty-seven years, the 
first generation Turners taught at Osaka Bible Seminary, 
planted churches, helped with literature production, and 
recruited young Japanese men to preach.   After graduat-
ing from Atlanta Christian College, Tim returned to the 
work in Japan with his young bride Lisa, also an ACC 
graduate. When strokes disabled Bill Turner, Tim took 
over the ministry and has worked there for thirty years. 
Today the family delights in the fact that two of Tim’s 
adult children continue to help with spreading the gospel 
in Asia.  Son Spencer works in northern Japan at a 
Christian Camp and daughter Sarah is the principal of an 
elementary school.  While Americans shudder at the 
task of learning such a complicated language as Japa-
nese, the  

 

Japanese people embrace the challenge of learning Eng-
lish, for it is the language of commerce.  Much of the day-
by-day work of Tim is teaching English for groups want-
ing tutoring. This may be in a university, a local school, a 
church or a business. For text for lessons, Tim uses the 
Bible and many have come to know a new way of living 
as they learn a new language and form a relationship with 
a Christian. Tim often finds himself called on  as an inter-
preter for English speaking ministers, scholars, or busi-
ness people. Add those tasks to the job of preparing ser-
mons and caring for a congregation and one understands 
Tim Turner is a busy man. 

The Machida Church of Christ, in the Tokyo area, with a 
membership of 80 or so is one of the largest Christian 
churches in the nation.  That puts the difficulty of mis-
sions work in a Shinto/Buddhist/post-modern setting into 
perspective. Because Christians are such a minority, they 
value fellowship with each other so much that the congre-
gation eats their lunch together every Sunday.  What a 
vivid picture of “the breaking of bread.” 

Proving that the world is small indeed, we find that Bill 
Turner served 1st Christian as a youth minister in the early 
50s.  Dick Ingle recalls the ACC student who came to 
work with the young of the congregation when Dick was 
young.  Our church began supporting the Turners’ work 
when they went to Japan and that support continues to this 
day. That seems to make our church a multi-generation 
mission team too.  God’s people can rejoice to see such 
steadfastness and commitment on the part of those who go 
and those who send. 

Three Generations of Turners in Japan 



• Brooklyn Aaron     
 
• A kidney for Nick Askew 
 
• Celebrate Recovery 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Concerns 

Do Something You Don’t Have To Do 

Here’s a secret every good volunteer knows: You don’t do something because you feel like it. You do something in order to 
feel like it. If you only do what you have to do, you will be limited in what you do. It’s the stuff that you don’t have to do that 
ultimately changes your faith. 
  
Maybe that’s what Jesus meant when He suggested this to a group of people gathered around Him to hear Him teach: 
“Suppose someone forces you to go one mile. Go two miles with them.” 
  
To us, this sounds odd. But in the context of the Roman law imposed upon the Jewish people, this was a bold challenge. One 
of those laws required anyone twelve years or older to carry a soldier’s gear for an entire mile if they were asked. A boy knew 
if a soldier notices him, he’ll be commanded to carry the soldier’s gear. The boy has no choice, because it’s the law. 
  
Now, let’s pretend this particular boy just happened to be in the crowd when Jesus said, “If someone forces you to go one 
mile. Go two miles with them.” And as he travels the first mile, this boy keeps thinking about what Jesus said and starts to 
wonder, “Why would Jesus say that I should go two miles? Why should I help a Roman? Why should I go out of my way for 
someone I don’t even care about?” As much as he doesn’t understand Jesus’s words, he just can’t get away from them either. 
They stick with him, “Go two miles…” 
  
Before he realizes it, they’ve reached the end of the first mile. The soldier stops, reaches to gather up his stuff. But the boy 
stands there, wondering what might happen if he tries what Jesus said. He clears his throat and makes a proposition: 
“I’ll be more than happy to carry your gear for another mile if you like.” 
  
What do you think would happen next? I imagine something would fundamentally change beginning with the first step of the 
second mile. Maybe the Roman soldier, curious about this Jewish boy who voluntarily offered to help him, started to engage 
the boy in conversation. Maybe during the second mile, the Roman soldier and the Jewish boy shared stories, ideas, experi-
ences. Maybe, just maybe, the young teenager and the Roman soldier began to see each other as real people. 
  
Mile One fulfilled an obligation. 
Mile Two changed the nature of their relationship. 
  
That one step from Mile One across the line to Mile Two changes everything. That’s why what you do is so important. You 
have the potential to lead someone over the line. You can stir their gifts. You can encourage them to move. It will change 
them forever. Jesus knew that when someone stepped from Mile One over the line to Mile Two, everything would change. 
That’s when you enter into a different kind of faith, a different kind of belief. On the Mile Two side of the line, God gets big-
ger, life gets fuller, and friendships get deeper. 
  
So here’s my question: What have you done lately that you didn’t have to do? 
  
I know firsthand it’s easy to go through the motions and get really busy with whatever you have to do. Sometimes what you 
have to do can become your best excuse for not doing what you don’t have to do. 
  
Of course, you don’t have to go the extra mile. No one will judge you if you don’t. You are not obligated to take even the first 
step into a second mile. 
  
In fact, in many ways, life will be easier if you don’t. But if you do, it will change you. If you do, you will feel something 
deeper. If you do, you will tap into something sacred you never knew existed. If you do, you will experience love in a radical 
new way. 

Children's Pastor 
Carrie Veal 

• VBS (community outreach and volunteers) 
 
• Safe travels over the 4th of July weekend 
 
• Planning for upcoming youth events 
 

• Our country and its leaders 
 
• Hope For Christmas 
 
• Missionaries  



Every December 1st Christian Church lends a hand to 

folks in our community who are in need.  Rather than col-

lecting all items in one mad rush, the congregation is 

asked to bring one item per month which Cindi Ressler 

will store until time to assemble the food boxes.  In case 

you are behind in this project, the April item was canned 

green beans and the June featured boxes of stuffing 

mix.  FOR JULY WE ARE ASKED TO PUT BOXES 

OF NO-BAKE DESSERTS into the collection bins 

placed around the church.  Cindi will not be unhappy if 

she finds vegetables, stuffing and desserts in the boxes 

this month.  Put this on you “do list” for the month.  

Read On... 
Since the first of the year, this column has featured books 
on the shelves in COMMON GROUNDS.  This month we 
propose two books for your consideration, neither of 
which is currently in the library.  Margo, Madam Librari-
an, offers a review of THE ROAD TO CHARACTER by 
David Brooks. This is available for $3.99 on Ama-
zon.  Mary Alice Hobson reviews Brook’s recently pub-
lished bestseller THE SECOND MOUNTAIN, available at 
Horton’s and on line---at a much steeper price. Here is 
what Margo writes: 
 
In Acts 26, after hearing a powerful presentation of the 
gospel by Paul, King Agrippa says, “You almost persuade 
me to become a Christian.” In his book THE ROAD TO 
CHARACTER published in 2015, one almost feels that 
this is what  author David Brooks wants to say but can't 
quite convinced himself to commit. 
 
The main theme of the book is the exploration of how our 
modern culture has lost its way in the ability to teach new 
generations the path to building character. Brooks feels 
that isolation, self-absorption and the loss of moral reason-
ing has led to a generation that seems unable to recognize 
true character and, more damaging, the ability to develop 
it. 
 
The author examines the lives of ten public figures that 
through their own personal trials and experiences devel-
oped lives that exemplify noble, admirable character. 
While the author never actually uses scripture to present a 
blueprint for the best way to become a person of character, 
the believer will see biblical principles and Christ- like 
qualities hovering under the surface of his narrative.  The 
reader will be inspired and uplifted as he examines the  
lives of moral people who demonstrate that living with 
integrity and purpose blesses themselves and all who are in 
their circle of influence.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jewish born David Brooks has built a solid reputation as a 
powerful thinker and writer often representing a conserva-
tive voice on PBS News Hour and Meet the Press, at aca-
demic conferences, and in the world of politics and busi-
ness for the audience that strives to hold itself to a high 
moral standard.  He also writes op-ed columns for The 
New York Times. In his latest book THE SECOND 
MOUNTAIN, Brooks continues the theme of “righteous 
living” as he zeroes in on the important commitments that 
define the meaning of life and its purpose. He looks care-
fully into marriage and family, into vocation, into adopting 
a philosophy or faith, and into serving within a communi-
ty.  
 
As a philosopher, he handles heavy topics, but as a writer 
and communicator, he presents the material with such deft-
ness that the reader will never feel bogged down or fear a 
brain malfunction.  It would be a safe bet to say that peo-
ple who read THE SECOND MOUNTAIN will wonder 
why they ever stayed so long on the first mountain of life. 

Help Make A Difference 



Plant this in your heart and mind 
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to 

keep oneself unstained by the world.  James 1:27 

June Numbers 

    

 6/2 6/9 6/16 6/23 6/30 

Attendance 316                              276                                  279                              266                                275                               

Offering $21,174.35 $10,907.00 $14,230.00 $7,835.30 $16,131.30 

YTD Received $310,779.27 $321,686.27 $335,916.27 $343,751.57 $359,882.87 

YTD Needed $275,000.00 $287,500.00 $300,000.00 $312,500.00 $325,000.00 

The very instant you were saved, God’s Spirit gave you a brand new nature. The “old was buried; the “new you” arose. 
That’s true of every Christ follower. We became new persons with new priorities, new goals, a new family and a new hope, 
new life. If that is true, then why do we struggle with old patterns of living?  
 
Maybe you’ve asked that question. The answer is simple: what we don’t get right away are “brand new habits.” When we 
become followers of Jesus, we still have old ways of thinking and behaving that need to be removed, reordered or reshaped. 
This requires great intentionality, effort, and no small amount of courage. Paul tells us it begins in our minds.  Romans 12:2 
says, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able 
to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 
 
Our thinking gets in the way of spiritual growth long before our actions do.  How we think, what we fill our minds with, 
and even how we view ourselves is critical. Too many Christian men think of themselves in terms of their weaknesses and 
failures. I hear it over and over. “That’s just the way I am.” Brother, let me tell you something. Humility is one thing, but 
failure to see who and Whose you really are is another thing altogether. You’ve been born from above. You are a new per-
son, and you can develop habits appropriate to whom you are.  
 
Are you spending time with God every morning? I mean prayer, Bible reading, meditation. It’s time to stop wondering why 
you still have old habits and start developing new ones that will lead to a change of your mind. 
 
Sometimes it’s a long time before new habits take over. Until then, you have to commit. Come hell or high water, stay com-
mitted to these new practices (or maybe old ones you need to resurrect). Good habits take time to develop. Your character is 
the sum total of your daily habits. If you lie when it’s convenient, you can’t claim to have integrity. Men, if you are usually 
faithful to your wife, you are not faithful at all. Fill your mind with godly thoughts and God will fill your life with godly 
ways. 
 
What new habit will you begin today? 

Even Supermen Can 
Develop Better Habits 


