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“If you’re married, you know that marriage can sometimes feel like a game. 

And sometimes, it feels like a game we’re losing. So how do you change the 

game and have a better marriage? We’re so excited to announce that we’re 

going to be hosting a one-night marriage event at our  church on Saturday, 

October 26th at 7 PM to make your marriage  better. “Now, I know what 

you’re probably thinking: ‘That doesn’t apply to me. I don’t need to go. 

Tuning out now.’ But honestly, this event is applicable to any married 

couple, whether newly engaged or  married 50 years. Be sure to invite your 

married friends. Childcare will be provided. 

Married People Event 

The Back To Church Event in 

September proved a grand success 

with 415 people in attendance. 

Lunch time provided an opportunity 

for warm fellowship. Many thanks 

to all who brought food to complete 

the chicken dinner. Thanks to 

Marjorie Aldridge for coordinating 

the food, and the many who helped 

with set up and clean up. We are 

very grateful for the many who were 

willing to share their cooking and 

hospitality talents.  

Thanks For 
 Helping 



Missions Update 
1st CHRISTIAN CHURCH PRESCHOOL 

In l998, under the leadership of Minister Fred Skinner, the church on the corner of Ward and College Street boldly 

moved to buy a small strip mall housing four businesses that was adjacent to the church property and voted  to start 

construction of a large building as well which would be called the Family Life Center. Herb Strobino, a member of 

the congregation, designed and oversaw the construction of the new building and its connection to the newly 

acquired mall.  Because of this visionary move, the church now has a large kitchen facility, a multi-purpose gym, 

many new Sunday School rooms, plus all of the mall space connected to it which could be used any way the church 

saw fit.  

Within a year or so, Michelle Hicks, a member of the congregation, asked the elders to consider developing a pre-

school ministry.  They responded in the affirmative and quickly put plans into place. In the fall of 2002, three 

teachers (including Beth Morgan) and fifteen students formed the very first pre-school.  Over the years, various 

women of the congregation with a passion for tiny tots and their Christian development served as directors of the 

program. Today Beth Morgan directs the daily staff that includes Sharon Reid and Deborah Jackson. Children’s 

Minister Carrie Veal covers the chapel time each week and when called upon, Brittany Vibhakar fills in as a sub. At 

present 35 children take advantage of this vital program. Ron Shepherd, Louanne Hutcheson, Lindsay Faircloth, and 

Neva Higgs make up the board to oversee and assist in this ministry. 

Praise God this mission of the church sustains itself through tuition income, gifts from church members, and some 

general fund-raising.  Beth says that while there is still one student who needs a scholarship ( $175 per month), she 

is quite pleased with the academic and financial status of the school.  She also remarked that while the students are 

there only a little over three hours a day, keeping 35 little ones safe, happy, and busy keeps staff on their toes. 

Should anyone want to help this program out in a small way, Beth would be delighted to have gifts of paper towels, 

baby wipes, Kleenex, or Nitrile gloves. 

Brenda Holland has planned a five-week study of the heroes of the Old Testament that she calls THE 

FAITHFUL.  Gideon, Nehemiah, Hosea, Esther, and Malachi serve as the subjects of these lessons. After 

reading and discussing the character and the choices made to follow God’s will , a video follow-up by a 

nationally known Bible scholar will follow.  Ladies, mark your calendars for 9:30 AM - 11 AM for five 

consecutive Thursdays and plan to meet in the Joyful Givers classroom. There is a study guide available for 

$10.00 but is not required. Contact Brenda  at mbholland113@gmail.com or 678-877-4714 for more 

information. 

Spiritual Growth Opportunity 
New Bible Study For Women Beginning October 24 



Student 
Minister 

Children's Pastor 
Carrie Veal 
Just Trust Me 

Pipeline Student Ministry will be hosting a  HIGH 
SCHOOL LATE NIGHT at 1st Christian Church on 
Friday, October 18th. This late-night event from 6-10 
pm is completely centered on high school students. On 
this night, students will experience fun, food, video 
games, worship, a message, and much more. The cost 
of this event is a two-liter of soda or a snack item. 
Students are encouraged to bring their friends for an  
 
 
 
 
Parents: Is it just another activity? 
 
Too often, I face the sad reality of Christian parents 
who are spiritually absent from their kids. They see 
their role as “Christian” parents primarily as taking 
their kids to church, but it often stops there. What too 
many parents model in the home is not a priority and 
commitment to Jesus, but a priority and commitment 
to success, wealth, and good grades. Oftentimes, 
parents focus on the “life success” of their kids, while 
they leave the “spiritual success” to the church.  
 
The situation seems to be that parents have outsourced 
education to the school system and discipleship to the 
youth ministry. As vital as church involvement is for 
the spiritual health of our kids, no amount of church 
activity can replace a parents’ spiritual guidance in 
their child’s life. 
 
Church is not just another activity tacked on to a kid’s 
schedule in order to better his or her resume, thus 
ensuring a secure future in the prestigious “school” of 
eternity. Just as Jesus calls us as his disciples to give 
up the world in order to gain life in Him (Mark 8:34-
36), so we are called to model that kind of discipleship 
to our children. Discipleship is not a church program 
or activity, but a lifelong relationship developed with a 
child around the gospel. 
 
Your students are in a prime position for Godly 
discipline. I pray you are taking that calling to heart. 

Encouraging Words For Parents 

Jake McPike 

I’ve found that so much of parenting can be summed up in 

those three little words: JUST TRUST ME 

 

• Trust me, eating that king size candy bar in one sitting will 

make you sick. 

• Trust me, you really do want to put on the bug spray. 

• Trust me, having a TV in your room really isn’t the wisest 

choice right now. We say those words all the time. 

 

But if we look at trust as putting your confidence in someone 

you can depend on, we can’t just say the words “just trust me”. 

We must actually be trustworthy parents…easier said than 

done. 

 

We assume our kids will trust because we know that we’ll be 

there for them. We provide them food and shelter, a loving 

family, and more toys than they know what to do with. But is 

this really how we let our children know they can trust us? 

Take a moment and think about the last seven days. 

Did you respond the first time your child called your name or 

did she need to say it a few times to get your attention? 

Did you ignore your phone when it notified you of a text mes-

sage while you were talking with your kids? 

Did you keep your word when you said that you’d play a game 

later, go to the park, or have a family movie night? 

When I look at my own life, I realize that I have so much to 

learn. Not only to help my children learn to trust, but also to 

learn how I can become a trustworthy parent. 

After all, when we demonstrate to our kids that we can be 

trusted in the mundane moments of life, they will trust us in 

those “leap of faith” moments as well. 

awesome  night! 



 just what they believe; it’s what they believe at the 

moment. Some days the same people will say they 

believe. Other days they’ll say they don’t. And if you 

ask on yet another day, they just aren’t sure. 

 

Scholars say such folk are on the “threshold” of belief; 

they are close to believing.  They are described as 

“religious liminals” (from the term for “threshold”). 

Recent research says about 3 of 10 unchurched 

Americans are on this threshold of solidly believing, 

and at the same time are interested in the subject and 

often open to a sincere discussion about faith.  

 

We shouldn’t give up on people who say they aren’t 

religious or who say they don’t believe; they may well 

be closer to faith than they know! We who have 

experienced God’s kindness in not giving up on us 

should be the very last ones to “write someone off” – if 

we can ever do that. So keep praying for your one. 

Keep inviting your one.  Today’s “No!” might just be 

tomorrow’s “Yes!”   

Because God Never 

Gives Up on Us 
While it is true that every man is created in the image of 

God, only those men who accept Jesus as Lord and Savior 

are privileged to call God Father. When we trust in Jesus for 

salvation and submit to him as our leader, we are welcomed 

into God’s family. That is when God calls us His sons, and 

that is when we rightly call Him our Father. 

 

Of course, the word “father” raises strong feelings, both 

positive or negative, depending on your life experiences. 

Some of our dads were (or are) good. They made themselves 

available and disciplined us when we needed it. Some of our 

fathers taught us skills we’d need to become productive, 

strong and kind. They fulfilled the calling God entrusted to 

them.  

 

Some of our fathers weren’t like that. They left. They hit. 

They belittled. They ignored. They injured and they threw 

away. No matter what your personal experience was or is, 

whether good or bad, God the Father is the best Father you 

will ever know. He is flawless, mighty, and always here for 

us. He loves you unconditionally and always seeks your 

good for His glory.  

 
4 When the right time came, the time God decided on, He 

sent his Son, born of a woman, born as a Jew, 5 to buy 

freedom for us who were slaves to the law so that He could 

adopt us as His very own sons. 6 And because we are His 

sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, so 

now we can rightly speak of God as our dear Father. 7 Now 

we are no longer slaves but God’s own sons. And since we 

are His sons, everything He has belongs to us, for that is the 

way God planned. Galatians 4:4-7 

 

 Brooklyn Aaron - California Follow Up 
 
 Trunk or Treat Event 
 
 Married People Event 
 
 Hope for Christmas 
 
 John Vincent's Heavy Workload in India 

62 Angel Bags delivered to Bethany Christian Church and 

then going to SOAR. 

Angel Bag Update Prayer Concerns 

Man Cave 

Have you ever seen one of 

those ‘religion surveys’ 

that ask you to ‘check the 

box that best describes 

your religious beliefs’? 

What we are learning is 

that people’s faith (or lack 

of it) is fluid. What people 

say they believe is a 

snapshot in time. It’s not  



Best-selling author and pastor at Oak Hills Church 

in San Antonio, Texas, Max Lucado has authored a 

new book entitled ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING 

(Remaining Calm in an Ever Changing 

World).  This well-written and engaging book is a 

quick read because each chapter is a page-turner. 

Mr. Lucado explores the fact that we live in an ever 

changing, stress-filled world and thankfully gives 

the reader hard-core, helpful advice underscored by 

scriptures.  

 

He shares statics of the U.S. "being the most 

anxious nation in the world."  I suppose that is no 

secret to most of us.  Throughout the book, the 

author reminds us to be anxious for nothing and to 

cling to Christ. One major point of the thesis covers 

the fact that anxiety is no respecter of person. 

Lucado, a master of getting to the "heart" of a 

matter, demonstrates his writing skills again in this 

book. 

 

All in all, the book gives direction, encouragement 

and hope.  In closing I would like to pass on some 

Max Lucado advice: " DON’T MEDIATE ON THE 

MESS, and GRATITUDE KEEPS US FOCUSED 

ON THE PRESENT."  Happy reading! 

 

Review by Kay Farr, nurse and avid reader. 

Proverbs 22:17 

“A 

We Grieve when: 

• Someone dies 

• We change or lose a job 

• We retire 

• We relocate--to a new house, neighborhood, city, state, 

country 

• Our children leave home 

• We divorce or experience the breakup of a relationship 

• We lose our health 

• We lose financial stability 

• We lose a friend 

• We lose a dream or goal 

 

If you are experiencing any type of grief, sadness or anxiety 

over any type of loss, you are invited to attend a "Grief 

Workshop" on Saturday, November 9 from 10 a.m. until 1 

p.m. at the church; lunch included. The workshop will be 

presented by Ken MacHarg who has broad experience as a 

pastor. Contact Paul@1stChristianChurch.com or 770 832 

3974  for more information. 

 

Grief Workshop  

November 9th 

Church Library 

Taught by Ken Macharg 

Final Appeal  

For Food  

Items 
Cyndi says it is time to finish collecting the food for the 

Christmas event.  She has slated the last day for 

bringing items to the church for THIS NEXT 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6.  Big thanks to all who have 

made generous contributions. Now it is time for those 

who have been meaning to participate in this project, 

but who have not for one reason or another, to 

SHOP.  100 cans of green beans, 100 boxes of Mac and 

Cheese, 100 boxed desserts, 35 boxes of instant 

potatoes, and 20 boxes of stuffing are still needed. Let’s 

take care of this need in a timely fashion as a statement 

of support for our church effort to show compassion to 

the community during the Christmas season. 



Our church wants to be open and welcoming to all who 

attend.  Such a goal is not achieved without thought, 

planning, leadership and a work crew. For  dozens who 

show up each Sunday morning, all they need is a smile or 

hug and perhaps help with parcels headed for the kitchen or 

the wicker baskets.  For others, this greeting calls for more 

sensitivity. Perhaps these folks do not know how to get 

from one part of the building to another. Perhaps they do 

not know about the process of registering children for the 

nursery or children’s area.  Maybe they need guidance into 

the worship area and introductions to people. Whatever the 

need, the ministry teams led by Marjorie Aldridge for the 

first service and Clint Lee for the second stand by to handle 

the situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting Ministry 

impression. If you can 

smile and reflect 

kindness, Clint needs 

you in his schedule 

rotation. This would be 

a good way to confirm 

that 1st Christian is 

your church. 

tion. Two years ago, Clint Lee assumed the responsibility 

for scheduling and overseeing the greeters for the 11 a.m. 

service.  Clint sees the greeting ministry as a good first step 

in getting involved in serving the church. He points out that 

Amber Yarber works the main door nearly every Sunday in 

spite of health problems that, for the time being, restrict her 

to a wheel chair. Welcoming smiles make a wonderful first  

Mark your calendars now for the Tuesday mornings 

of  October 1, 8, and 15 and plan to be in the FLC at 

7a.m. for breakfast, lesson, discussion, and 

prayer.  What a way to prepare for a good day at work. 

Sessions will end at 7:50 sharp so you can plan 

accordingly.   

Every man faces battles against giants.  We have no 

choice in the matter. We do have a choice about 

whether we win the battles or not.  This morning 

gathering will prepare you for victory and give you 

ammunition for helping other Christian men have the 

same positive results in their Christian standoff with the 

enemy. 

Men's Breakfast 

For the past several 

years, Marjorie Aldridge 

has served as the go-to 

person for the 9 a.m. 

service. She reports that 

her team of 21 greeters 

faithfully commits to the 

job and she can always 

count on them to be in 

place early and to serve 

willingly. She is also 

proud of the fact that 

those who serve 

represent a good cross-

section of  the congrega- 

A new women's bible study will begin Sunday, October 

27th  during the Sunday School hour in the room next to 

the Joyful Givers room. The class will be on the book 

of Nehemiah by Kelly Minter. In this seven-week video 

study, we will explore this wonderful Old Testament 

book.  There is a study guide available for $10.00 but is 

not required. Please contact Brenda Holland at 

mbholland113@gmail.com or 678 877 4715 for more 

information or are interested in joining the class.  

New Sunday  
Women's Bible 
Study  



Plant this in your heart and mind 

Let your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:4 

September Numbers 

    

 9/1 9/8 9/15 9/22 9/29 

Attendance 325                              341                                  415                              314                                312                               

Offering $20,773.00 $14,680.00 $13,174.34 $8,712.50 $9,450.00 

YTD Received $477,582.17 $492,262.17 $505,436.51 $514,149.01 $523,599.21 

YTD Needed $437,500.00 $450,000.00 $462,500.00 $475,000.00 $487,500.00 

• Oct 1
st 

 Men's Breakfast 7 AM - 7:50 AM 

• Oct 2
nd 

Alpha 10 AM 

• Oct 2
nd  

Youth Group 6 PM 

• Oct 4
th  

Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

• Oct 7
th 

 Omega 6:30 PM 

• Oct 8
th

  Food Pantry 

• Oct 8
th  

Men's Breakfast 7 AM - 7:50 AM 

• Oct 9
th

 Youth Group 6 PM 

• Oct 11
th 

 Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

• Oct 15
th

  Men's Breakfast 7 AM - 7:50 AM 

• Oct 18
th 

 Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

• Oct 18
th  

Highschool Late Night 6 PM - 10 PM 

• Oct 23
rd 

 Youth Group 6 PM 

• Oct 24
th  

Women's Bible Study 9:30 AM 

• Oct 25
th  

Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

• Oct 26
th  

Married People Event - 7 PM 

• Oct 30
th  

Youth Group 6 PM 

• Oct 31
st 

 Trunk or Treat 5:30 PM - 8 PM 

 

 

 

 

Church Events 

 NOVEMBER 3RD
 


