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STUDENT MINISTER
JAKE MCPIKE
Parents: You have the greatest
influence on your student's life
Woven throughout the Bible we see parents as the primary disciplers for their kids (Prov. 1:8; Ps. 78:1–8; Eph. 6:4). Perhaps the clearest example
is Deuteronomy 6:7: "You shall teach [these words] diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise."
Whether or not they take up that role, parents are the main spiritual influence for their kids. Sociologist Christian Smith conducted the largest
study ever on the religious and spiritual lives of American teenagers. In Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American
Teenagers, he concludes: "The single most important social influence on the religious and spiritual lives of adolescents is their parents. The best
social predictor, although not a guarantee, of what the religious and spiritual lives of youth will look like is what the religious and spiritual lives of
their parents do look like. Parents most likely “will get what they are.” (261)
My encouragement for you, as parents, is to always remember that you are a walking, talking example of Jesus Christ. Your children are watching
you and they look to you for direction and wisdom. Let our youth see Jesus in you!

1ST KIDS
NEWS
Coming soon: VBS July 8 - 11
I remember a time that I taught at Vacation Bible School. I had told the story many times before. There I stood, in front of fifteen elementary kids
sitting in a circle on the floor, holding my flashcard lesson and reciting, “So the soldiers took big nails, about this big” - holding my hands about a
foot apart - “and pounded them into Jesus’s hands and feet.” As I pounded my fist into my palm, one boy, his eyes big as saucers, recoiled with an
audible gasp. Suddenly I realized. This child had never before heard the story of the crucifixion. For a brief moment, I saw in his eyes the pain of
hearing the story of Jesus’s death for the first time. He didn’t know. No one had ever told him. God Himself sent His Son to rescue him - and he
had never been told!
What’s the big deal? Why is VBS so important?
• Children don’t know. The little boy who made such an impression on me is not alone in his unfamiliarity with the gospel. Every year,
children who have never once heard about Jesus come to VBS.
• Children are important to Jesus. The same Lord Who took the little ones on His knee, Who said the kingdom of heaven belonged - not to
the sophisticated and self-reliant adults - but to those who trust Him like little children, is still standing with hands outstretched saying, “Suffer
the little children to come unto Me,” runny noses, skinned knees, boundless energy, and all.
• Families are impacted. Families who are relieved to find a safe place to drop their kids off for the evening, make connections with church
members, and staff. And they know where to come for spiritual help when they are ready to receive it.
• VBS is fun! Every year, my children look forward to VBS. They talk about it for months ahead of time and come home bursting with
enthusiasm. What an opportunity to instill in them at a young age a love for God’s house - it’s where all the fun happens!
Please be in prayer for our Vacation Bible School this summer. Call or text me at 770 367 7184 to volunteer.

PLANT THIS IN YOUR HEART AND MIND

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is.
Colossians 3:1

CONGRATULATIONS TO GRADS
This church must be growing if a measure is taken of the young people who are graduating from high school and college!!! ABIGAIL SADLER,
ERIN TARPLEY, CLAIRE ALLEN, AND CATHERINE GRAY will be graduating from Central. EVA HOBSON, KELSEY TRAYLOR,
RYAN ANDERSON AND MARTIN SHOOK are graduating from Carrollton High on May 17. ALYSSA BELL (sociology), JORDYN
MORGAN (nursing), ALLYSON TARPLEY (psychology), and HALEY JOHNSON (education) received their UWG diplomas. Brianna Hollis
has earned her phlebotomy certification at West Central Technical College and will continue in the fall toward her LPN certification.
Congratulations and best wishes from the church family.
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ENCOURANGEMENT FROM
ELDER SCOTT HOBSON
John 20:29 Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Both verses contain the idea that faith is the belief in something unseen. Whether that be a belief in the laws of gravity, the belief that your
coworker will do what he said he would do, or the belief that Jesus is who he says he is, these all illustrate faith as something unseen or yet
unseen. While I can see the effects of gravity, I can’t actually see gravity. While I have past experience that my coworker will come through, I
don’t actually know about the current task until it is completed.
Jesus calls us blessed because we believe in him even though we haven’t seen him. We can see the effects of his work in the lives of many, and
we can feel the presence of his spirit in worship and in our everyday decision making. I think that Jesus understood that our geographical
distance, time separation, and our focus on the physical would make faith difficult at times. Perhaps it is stubborn faith that gets us through
periods of doubt and stress. Faith may be an overarching theme in our lives, but it is also a day to day and even a minute by minute decision to
believe in Jesus’s statements about his deity.

PRESCHOOL
NEWS
April was a very busy month at preschool. We had an art lab
where the children painted their very own canvas using cotton
balls, hammers and, of course, paint. We celebrated Easter with
refreshments and egg hunts and a very special chapel time. A
favorite activity of April was a butterfly release. The students
watched caterpillars grow, become chrysalides and hatch into
butterflies. There was great excitement when we released the
mature butterflies. Finally, we had a visit from the children’s
librarian at Neva Lomason Library. She came to the preschool to
share a special story time on transportation.
May looks to be just as busy as we move closer to the end of the
school year. We will conduct a science lab with magnets,
appreciate our mothers, have a field day for three year olds, and
celebrate summer before ending our school year on May 17.
We are looking to help five families with scholarships. If you are
interested in helping or are a part of a group that is interested in
helping please contact the director of the school at 770-838-1807
or 678-446-1784 or beth@1stchristianchurch.com.
Please keep FCC preschool in prayer as we continue to enroll for
fall 2019-2020. Our enrollment for fall is at 33 students. We also
have a waiting list for some age groups.

PRAYER
CONCERNS

7 REASONS TO
JOIN A LIFE
GROUP

Chris and Amanda Bradley
Life Group Leaders

1. In a LIFE Group you will have the
opportunity to focus on God’s Word.
2. As a LIFE Group member you will enjoy the hospitality
of others and have the opportunity to extend hospitality to
others.
3. As a LIFE Group member you will meet new people
and be known by others.
4. In a LIFE Group you will have a group of people who
are willing to pray for you.
5. .In a LIFE Group will grow in your understanding of the
Word as you study it in biblical community.
6. LIFE Groups provide the opportunity to use your
spiritual gifts within the context of the group.
7. As a LIFE Group member you will have chances to
serve the greater community through service and
evangelism.

CHURCH EVENTS
•

May 1st Alpha 10:00 AM

•

May 4th What About Me
10:00 - 11:30 AM

•

Brooklyn Aaron

•

A kidney for Nick Askew

•

May 7th Food Pantry 9 AM

•

Celebrate Recovery

•

•

Churches in Sri Lanka

May 12th Mother's Day
Service

•

VBS

•

May 13th Omega 6:30 PM

•

Mother's Day Service

•

•

Divine Appointments

May 14th Men's Prayer
Breakfast 7:00 AM

•

Woodland Camp

•

•

Praise for blessings

May 21st Men's Prayer
Breakfast 7:00 AM

•

May 28th Men's Prayer
Breakfast 7:00 AM

CELEBRATE RECOVERY
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT AT
1ST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Randy Barnhart Senior Minister
Experience Life Change at Celebrate Recovery
CR is a Jesus-centered 12-step ministry structured to facilitate & celebrate God´s healing power in lives. Celebrate Recovery is for everyone:
anyone with hurts, hang-ups or habits that get in the way of living an abundant life. This program blesses not just people with drug or alcohol
issues, but everyone who has a broken area in his life.

•
•
•
•

Do you struggle with expressing anger appropriately?
Do you often feel lonely even when you are with other people?
Do you ever know the right thing to do but don't do it?
Do you ever know something is wrong but do it anyway?

An answer of “yes” to any of the questions above confirms you are, without a doubt, a member of the human race. All of us deal with life's hurts,
hang-ups, and habits. Jesus, who left heaven to become one of us so He could minister to those needs, said,, "It is not the healthy who need a
doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners" (Mark 2:17). At 1st Christian Church, we take these words seriously. We
have learned that every single person - as a member of the human race - deals with a hurt, a hang-up, or a habit at some level, in some form.
Examples of such hurts, hang-ups or habits would be –physical or verbal abuse, alcoholic parents, anger, codependency, eating disorder, financial
irresponsibility, food addiction, unhealthy relationships, and sexual addiction.
The Celebrate Recovery experience allows us to "be changed," and it allows us to “be changed” by Jesus. We open the door by sharing our
experiences, strengths and hopes with one another. In addition, we become willing to accept God´s grace in solving our lives´ problems. By
working and applying Biblical principles, we begin to grow spiritually. We become free from our addictive, compulsive and dysfunctional
behaviors. This freedom creates peace, serenity, joy and most importantly, a stronger personal relationship with God and others. As participants
progress through the program, we discover our personal, loving and forgiving Higher Power - Jesus Christ, the one and only true Higher Power.
Celebrate Recovery meets every Friday night at 6:00 PM at 1st Christian Church. No need to register; just show up, enjoy the food,
fellowship and personal growth.

HOPE FOR CHRISTMAS
GETS AN EARLY START
Hope is a powerful force in our lives and Christmas brings hope! Hope for
Christmas is a program that helps families that might otherwise fall between the
cracks in receiving assistance at Christmas.
Every December 1st Christian Church lends a hand to folks in our community that
are in need. Rather than collecting all items during one mad rush, we are spreading the collecting throughout the year. During the month of May
we will be collecting 15 oz cans of green beans and 70 copy paper boxes. Items can be placed in the Hope for Christmas displays located
throughout the church.
The following items will be collected during the months that follow:

•

June - Stuffing Mix

•

July - No-Bake-Dessert

•

August - Gravy Mix

•

September - Mac and Cheese

•

October - Monetary Donations for Hams

We made a impact on many families at Hope for Christmas last year and, this year we plan to make an even greater impact.

A MONTHY FEATURE FOR MEN
Men's Breakfast: Shaken - 4 week video series
by Tim Tebow begins Tuesday, May 14
Most of us have been on the receiving end of rejection, a broken dream, or heartbreak. And while this is
not an easy space to go through, when we are grounded in the truth, we can endure the tough times.
In Shaken, Heisman Trophy winner Tim Tebow talks about what he's learned along the way, building confidence in his identity in God, not the
world. Tebow shares glimpses of his journey staying grounded in the face of disappointment, criticism, and intense media scrutiny. Following an
exceptional college football career with the Florida Gators and a promising playoff run with the Denver Broncos, Tebow was traded to the New
York Jets. He was released after one season.
Christian men sharing breakfast and inspiration for living. You don’t have to be a football fan to benefit. This 4-week series features practical
wisdom from Scripture and insights gained from others who have impacted Tebow in life-changing ways.
great breakfast and inspiring message
Tuesday mornings beginning May 14
7:00 a.m. to 7:50

AN EXPLOSIVE COMBINATION
Pray for One + Look for Divine Appointments
We were doing a science experiment in elementary school when I first learned what baking soda and vinegar do when mixed together. We put
them in small plastic bottles, snapped on the lid, and gave it a shake. A few seconds later… BANG! It was an explosive combination.
Here’s one sure-fire way to experience explosive spiritual growth: add these two together: 1) the daily “Prayer for One” and 2) an alertness to
your Divine appointments. Just take these two simple elements, put them both in your life, shake ‘em up, and wait for divine detonation.
Pray for One
“God, give me one...ANYone.
I don’t care who it is...
rich or poor, old or young, brown, black,
red or white, religious or irreligious,
I don’t care who it is…
just give me one person today
who needs your love.
In Jesus’ Name. Amen.”
Look for Your Divine Appointments
Be on the lookout for persons who (is it by chance or by divine appointment?) cross your path, often daily, who need what only
Jesus can offer. It’s likely God keeps bringing that person near you for a reason. Start a conversation and see where God can lead
the willing heart.

CHURCH LIBRARY
When Jesus needed help, He went to the Helper. Where do you go? If Jesus needed help, we all do. SPIRIT-FILLED
JESUS by Mark Driscoll explores the role of the Holy Spirit in and through the life of Jesus revealing aspects of His life
that have not been examined before and helping you see how this applies to you. Everyone knows the Holy Spirit as the
Helper but may not realize He helped Jesus. Jesus resisted temptation, endured suffering, and overcame Satan, all by the
power of the Spirit. You can do the same. The Spirit that empowered Jesus also lives in you! God wants us not only to
admire the life of Jesus and reflect it in our lives but also to experience the same source of life-giving power that Jesus did.
You can find this book in the Common Grounds library.

April Numbers
4/7
Attendance
Offering

4/14

4/21

4/28

297

247

503

315

$16,929.80

$10,992.48

$8,233.00

$6,720.00

YTD Received

$180,494.98 $208,417.26 $216,650.26 $223,370.42

YTD Needed

$175,000.00 $187,500.00

$200,00.00 $212,500.00

