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Where can I serve? 
Each night we will be in need of volunteers for snacks, crafts and games. Our most important need is for small group 
leaders. We are in need of 20 leaders 
  
What are small group leaders? 
Always serving in teams of two, our small group leaders guide groups of 8-10 kids through pre-arranged activities that 
encourage spiritual growth, real relationships, and great discussion. This is where we make the most impact on the 
children during VBS week. 
  
We will train you. 
Small Group training will take place Sunday, June 23 following the 11am Service. Lunch will be provided, and the 
meeting will last about an hour. 
  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me anytime at  770-367-7184 or Carrie@1stChristianChurch.com 
  
 

1ST KIDS NEWS 

CARRIE VEAL 

Plans are underway for an 
AWESOME Vacation Bible School 
here at 1st Christian Church, and we 
need volunteers to serve! 



STUDENT MINISTER 

JAKE MCPIKE 

Thank you to our volunteers 

Now that the 2018-2019 school 
year is officially completed, there 
is no better time to recognize the 
efforts of those who made this 
year a great one for our students at 
1st Christian Church. The student 
ministry came a long way this 
school year. From a new student 
ministry name to the events that 
took place to the new faces who 
became common ones, we could 
not have done it without the help 
of church members who gave of 
their time, talents, energy and 
even cooking skills.  
 
Volunteers that I want to 
recognize from this school year 
are Sam and Jennifer Ly, Clint 
and Lauren Lee, Justin Cardell, 
Lauren Johnson, Haley Johnson, 
Ali Hembree, Maddie Wilbanks, 
Carrie Veal, and Erica McPike. 
 
Our volunteers are where the heart 
of ministry is found and these 
individuals are walking, talking 
examples of Jesus for our 
students. Soon, a new school year 
will be upon us and we will be in 
need of additional volunteers. 
Please consider volunteering 
within our student ministry! 
Contact Jake McPike if you  
would like more information. 
Jake@1stChristianChurch.com 

 
Women's Bible Study 
 
Brenda Holland invites women of the community to join her this August for a new 6 week Women's Bible 
Study featuring Lysa TerKeurst's, "Finding I AM". The study starts on August 1st (Thursday) and will meet 
in the Joyful Givers classroom from 9:30 - 11:00 a.m. A shorter version of the study will meet on Sunday mornings 
during the Sunday School hour from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the classroom next to the Joyful Givers room. A workbook 
is available for $9.00 but is not required to participate in the study. If interested or have any questions, please contact 
Brenda Holland at 770-834-0131 or 678-877-4715. 



LIFE 
GROUPS 

In this isolated world, Life Groups help people connect 
with others in a healthy social environment. God has 
created us with a deep longing for community. LIFE 
Groups address the need to 'belong'. Anyone who has spent 
time in community with a small group of believers realize 
that we grow in the Lord best when we 'live it out' together 
with others. In LIFE Groups you learn of Him and His will 
for our lives as revealed from His Word.  
 
When your spiritual 'community' needs are being meet in a 
LIFE Group, it is easy to invite others to enjoy the same 
experience. Guests and new Christians make friends easily 
and quickly in a LIFE Group.  Participation at will in a 
LIFE Group makes people feel significant. Group 
discussion enhances various perspectives and the Holy 
Spirit teaches and ministers as participants share and 
interact. Life group members learn to love, care, and 
encourage each other. As a LIFE Group grows, it is easy to 
'set up another table' making room for newcomers. 
 
Sign up for a Life Group every Sunday at the Life Group 
display in the Family Life Center. Contact Chris and 
Amanda Bradley at LifeGroups@1stChristianChurch.com 
or 770-832-3974 for more information 

Chris and Amanda Bradley 

Life Group Leaders 

PRAYER 
CONCERNS 

• Brooklyn Aaron 
 
• A kidney for Nick Askew 
 
• Celebrate Recovery 
 
• Randy and Wendy Barnhart - safe travels to Jerusalem 
 
• VBS (community outreach and volunteers) 
 
• Father's Day Service June 16th 
 
• Ed and Flo Brett & other members in need of  care 
 
• The McDermitt family 
 
• The Jochum family 
 
• Safe summer travels 
 

 

 

 

ENCOURAGEMENT  

FROM ELDER  

TONY WARD 

At the end of the creation story found in Genesis 3, 
God has a revolutionary pronouncement for the 
wayward Adam and Eve. "By the sweat of your 
brow you will eat your food." A drastic change in 
life style was about to occur. Since the fall of man 
from the garden of Eden, man has been destined to 
work. Here in West Georgia we are fortunate to live 
in a time of record low unemployment. Anyone 
who wants a job can get one. Unfortunately, not 
everyone wants to. Some don't even know how to 
work.  

Modern society  has developed a prevalent attitude 
of entitlement. Too many want to receive the best 
benefits of life without work. This is contrary to the 
Biblical picture. The Bible is full of positive 
attributes of the industrious person, of diligent 
work, of the rewards due to the hired hand, saving 
up for the future, of not being lazy or a sluggard.  

Believers are commanded, "Whatever your hands 
find to do, do it for the glory of God." To be true to 
God and live by these words our lives should reflect  
the actions we take as laborers. We followers of 
Jesus will go counter to the worldly trends of being 
irresponsible: being tardy to work, lacking pride or 
care in the job, calling in sick when not, and not 
following through with commitments.  

When the world says "What's in it for me?" we 
should be asking "What is God wanting to 
accomplish through me?"  When the world says 
"We deserve a break today," we would do well to 
remember that the Bible says, "All good things 
come from the Father above and we deserve 
nothing. When the world says "Live for the 
weekend," we should be seeking God's will to know 
how He wants to use us for His glory each and 
every day.  

As a follower of Jesus,  we are working for God and 
our  attitude and performance should reflect that. 
Who are you working for? Make sure your work 
reflects your employer.  

 

 

 

 

Who do you work for? 



A MONTHY FEATURE 

FOR MEN 

Be a Man. Be a Hero.  
 

Most of us guys had heroes when we were little boys, and 
I love hearing grown men talk about them. Sometimes 
our heroes were family members, a dad who worked long 
difficult hours to provide for his family. Sometimes our 
heroes were “pretend” characters like Superman or 
Captain America. Others were historical figures like 
George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, or Martin Luther 
King, Jr. My friends and I were usually drawn to sports 
heroes. Mine was Mickey Mantle. My boys loved Tiger 
Woods. 

Of course, the greatest hero of all is Jesus. The King who 
had everything and sacrificed it all for those who had no 
hope. He gives his life in order to give us life. Talk about 
a champion! 

I am convinced God wants us to be heroes. First, He 
places people in our lives who are overwhelmed, run 
down and hopeless. Then He provides us a very simple, 
one-step plan to do the heroic. Here it is: offer 
encouragement. The right gift at the right time. A hopeful 
word for someone who has given up. Small acts offered 
in the power of Jesus can lift spirits, heal wounds, 
reorient lives and give someone a brand new start. Just 
imagine the impact of Jeremiah’s words on someone who 
sees no meaning, no purpose in life: 

11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future 
(Jeremiah 29:11). 

Heroes leave an imprint on people’s lives, and ordinary as 
we are, God calls us to do the heroic: encourage. 

• June 11th - Food Pantry 9:00 A.M. 

• June 12th - Wonderful Wednesday  
   10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

• June 16th - Father's Day Services 

• June 17th - Celebrate Recovery 6:30 P.M. 

• June 19th -   Wonderful Wednesday  
   10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

• June 21st - Youth Poolside Chat 

• June 24th - Celebrate Recovery 6:30 P.M. 

• June 26th - Wonderful Wednesday  
   10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

• June 30th -  Youth Jekyll Island trip 

• June 31st - Celebrate Recovery 6:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

• June 3rd - Celebrate Recovery 6:30 
P.M. 

• June 4th  - Men's Prayer Breakfast 7:00 
A.M. 

• June 5th  - Alpha 10:00 A.M.               
             Youth Group P.M.      
  Wonderful Wednesday  
  10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 

• June 8th - Youth Stone Mtn. (Middle 
School 

• June 10th - Celebrate Recovery 6:30  
              Omega 6:00 P.M. @  
    Pregnancy Resource  
   Center 

Every Wednesday in June the Children’s Minis-
try will host “open doors” hours.  Neighborhood 
and church children will be invited to come with 
a guardian or parent to enjoy the playground, the 
gym and children’s activities from 10 A.M. to 1 
P.M.. 

CHURCH EVENTS 



Jesus Place Inner City Mission began in l970 when two 
young women from Atlanta Christian College felt a 
conviction and compassion for the street people of the 
city of Atlanta.  Church members in the area joined the 
effort and went downtown with food and personal 
testimonies of God’s goodness. The streets were full of 
hippies, Viet Nam vets, the mentally ill who had been  

Neta Jackson, and Dee Henderson.  These books appear to be popular with users of the library and are appropriate for all 
ages. 

If humor appeals to you more than romance, the light novels of Phillip Gully highly entertain with characters you may 
recognize from 1st Christian.  There are several of these, and most readers can finish one of these in just a couple of 
sittings.   

Perhaps you do not want to just coast through summer, but actually want to learn something as you read.  Then historical 
fiction fills the bill.  Find the four volume series by Lauraine Snelling, best-selling author and teacher of writing, which 
tells of life in North Dakota in the early 1900s. Readers know this author for her compelling stories and authenticity of 
detail.  In this same genre, Bodie and Brock Thoene have carved out quite a career in writing history with a Christian 
theme. The library has a couple of shelves full of their series.  One of the most popular of these begins with “Night of 
Broken Glass” in 1938 as the Germans began the progroms against their Jews.  Another series features the American 
West. 

Enjoy the sound of the surf or the squeak of the swing this summer as you read. 

dismissed from institutions, and other marginalized.  Fortunately, the Christian Churches recognized the need to serve,  
and 1st Christian of Carrollton began to support that fledgling work which has been in the church budget ever 
since.  Nearly fifty years later, one will see Susie McKeeman, Rita Campbell and others gathering on the third Sunday of 
every month to make the trip over to Jesus Place to worship and fellowship with those who make their way to the Longley 
Avenue mission.   
 
As one would expect, many changes have occurred as needs, personnel, and finances evolved.  Perhaps one of the most 
significant changes came early on when Jim Vernon, a minister in Douglasville, decided to work full time for this 
cause.  Within ten years, the people on the street, the police, and the politicians knew Jim as a man who could be trusted 
and the work became a model for others trying to love the unlovely.  When Jim passed away in 1997 the Atlanta Journal 
featured stories of his Christ-centered impact upon the city. Throughout these years the volunteers fed, clothed, educated, 
entertained, encouraged, and led to Jesus countless souls. 
 
Today the work continues as Jesus Place collaborates with the Atlanta Community Food Bank and school social workers 
to establish a low-income food cooperative ministry on the Southside.  Through this ministry of “food security” recipients 
can avoid the pitfalls of not paying rent and other bad decisions prompted by poverty. This is a wonderful way for the 
Church to reach into the lives of families and influence them for Christ.  Of course, after school programs, summer camps 
for children, discipleship efforts, sobriety support and career development programs already in place continue. Since Jim 
Vernon’s death, the mission has been steered by his son John and his family. Praise God for people with vision and people 
with resources and time to help fulfill such visions. 

BEACH READS FROM THE  
CHURH LIBRARY 
“Summer time and the living is easy.”  At least it is easier for some 
people.  If summer finds you moving a bit slower, check out the church 
library for some easy reading.  In our Common Grounds Library, one 
finds three shelves of Christian  romance novels by Karen Kingsbury,  

THE CHURCH AT WORK 

VBS staff will be making sure than every child attending the program has a Bible 
of his own to read at home.  Donations of gently used children’s Bibles or money 
for new age appropriate Bibles can be handed to Carrie Veal or money donations 
can be put in  an offering envelope designating its purpose. 

EVERY KID NEEDS A BIBLE 



Jerusalem, and watched videos of Jerusalem, wondered about Jerusalem, and read Bible stories that took place in 
Jerusalem, I have never been there. Lord willing, that is about to change.  

 

It doesn’t seem real yet, but I am going to Israel! On Tuesday, June 4 Wendy and I, along with our younger son 
Benjamin will fly out of Atlanta for two weeks in the Holy Land, with a couple of days in Cairo, Egypt, at the end. We 
plan to see as many of the traditional Biblical sites as possible, especially those in and around Jerusalem.  

 

Walking where Jesus walked. The very idea of it is still hard to believe, but what we can believe is that we are greatly 
blessed to have this opportunity. Among many other places, we plan to visit the Temple Mount, the Mount of Olives, the 
via Dolorosa, Calvary, the Sea of Galilee, the Dead Sea, the Wailing Wall. Really, that’s just to name a few.  

 

We will be blessed to travel with Dr. Barry Blackburn, Ph.D., University of Aberdeen; M.A., Harding University 
Graduate School of Religion; M.Th., Harding University Graduate School. Some of you remember Barry from his days 
as professor of New Testament at Point University and a class or two he shared with us at 1st Christian.  

RANDY BARNHART 

SENIOR MINISTER 

as God intended it to be lived. Jesus shows us what “The Good Life” is in the sermon on the mount, and that’s what we’ll 
be looking at during the month of June. 

 

Special treat – Ron Shepherd, Jason Faircloth and Billy Ressler will be preaching during the time Randy and Wendy are 
in Israel. You will be blessed by these three very gifted communicators as they unmask our culture’s superficial ideas of 
a what makes one successful in life, and contrast them with the truths found in God’s Word.  

 

 

What is the good life, and how can we attain it?  

• June 9 – Ron Shepherd 

• June 16 – Jason Faircloth 

• June 23 – Billy Ressler 

As many times as I’ve talked about Jerusalem, looked at maps of Jerusalem,  listened to lectures on     

UPCOMING MESSAGE SERIES 
55% of Americans are stressed out and only 33% of Americans say they 
are happy, according to a recent Harris Poll. This despite the fact that we 
are living in a very prosperous time. Unemployment is down, the 
economy is growing, and earnings are on the rise. How can the most 
prosperous nation on earth, in its most prosperous moment, be unhappy?  
Easy. We don’t know what “the good life is,” and we don’t know how to 
get it. 

 

Happiness and contentment are ours only when we learn to see life  

 



 
 
On Mother’s Day, both services had a time of prayer for Nick.  Facing kidney failure, he has been waiting 4 ½ years for a 
kidney replacement.  The church family has been praying for this need to be met for a long time, but now this prayer 
effort has taken on more intensity as we realize such long-term dialysis is not a good option and this family needs a 
permanent solution. 
 

 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
Should you wonder if Vacation Bible School is worth all the expense and physical 
effort, look at the Askew family.  Six years ago little Christine spent a week at 1st 
Christian VBS, loving every minute of it.  The following Sunday she asked her mother 
if the family could go to church there.  That Sunday Nick, Christy, and Christine visited 
our congregation for the first time and have been back nearly every Sunday since for the 
9 a.m. service.  Nick says that while he was at first a bit put off with all the hugging 
going on, he and Christy soon came to understand that this was a genuine show of 
concern and inclusion.  Today he is not a bit shy about greeting visitors with his big 
handshake and bigger smile.  He will even hug people when push comes to shove.   

fills that bill. 

As Carrie Veal, the Children’s Minister, calls for volunteers to help with the July Vacation Bible School, she knows she 
can count on Neva to be on board helping with the pre-school crafts and lessons as she has done for at least the last 
twenty-five years.  With the insight of a “professional VBS worker,” Neva makes sure that the crafts suggested are age 
appropriate and support the curriculum.  Then as the children work on the craft, she intentionally retells the Bible story, 
knowing that repetition is very important for pre-school age children.  Neva is representative of many of our church 
members who invest in the future of the children of our community.  You can join the team for VBS by contacting 
Carrie Veal at Carrie@1stChritianChurch.com .Of course, our programs need volunteers year round in various positions.  
Find a good fit for yourself and plug into loving and serving here at 1st Christian. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

May Numbers 

    

 5/5 5/12 5/19 5/26  

Attendance 302                              469                                  310                              332                                                               

Offering $29,464.10 $13,471.40 $17,316.00 $5,983.00  

YTD Received $252,834.52 $266,305.92 $283,621.92 $289,604.92  

YTD Needed $225,000.00 $237,500.00 $250,000.00 $262,500.00  

PLANT THIS IN YOUR HEART AND MIND 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is. 

Colossians 3:1                                                                     

Any program initiated by the church will depend upon volunteers to see it carried out 
well.  Volunteers keep the grounds looking good, prep the communion trays each week, 
staff the nursery, teach Sunday school classes, and feed the youth and care for families in 
times of crisis.  Since she was a very young girl brought to church by her parents, Neva 
Higgs has been doing most of these chores efficiently and joyfully.  An old adage claims, 
“If you want something done, ask they busiest person you know to do it.”  Neva certainly  



EARLY START FOR 

HOPE FOR CHRISTMAS  
Hope is a powerful force in our lives and Christmas brings hope! Hope 
for Christmas is a program that helps families that might otherwise fall 
between the cracks in receiving assistance at Christmas.  

 

Every December 1st Christian Church lends a hand to folks in our community that are in  need. Rather than collecting all 
items during one mad rush, we are spreading the collecting throughout the year. During the month of June we will be 
collecting  Stuffing Mix and 70 copy paper boxes. Items can be placed in the Hope for Christmas displays located 
throughout the church.  

 

The following items will be collected during the months that follow: 

July - No-Bake-Dessert  

August - Gravy Mix 

September - Mac and Cheese  

 

We made a impact on many families at Hope for Christmas last year and, this year we plan to make an even greater 

impact. 

 

 

Summer is here, and the grass is growing. If you would 
like to volunteer to help with the landscaping around the 
church, please contact Paul@1st ChrstianChurch.com or 
call the office at 770-832- 3974 to be a part of this 
important team!  

 

 

JOIN THE CHURCH    
LAWN CARE TEAM 

 

 

Tuesday, June 4th (7 AM to 7:50 AM).  

In this powerful Men's Bible study/video, Heisman 
Trophy winner Tim Tebow passionately shares 
glimpses of his journey staying grounded in the face 
of disappointment, criticism, and intense  media.  

Our next study will take place later this summer.  

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY-
SHAKEN 


