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1st Kids News 
In February, everything turns red as we celebrate Valentine’s Day and look for ways to 

express love. February, then, is the perfect month for 1st Kids to learn to SERVE. Children 

need to experience “lending a hand.” This month the Children’s Ministry will focus on how 

Jesus demonstrated what serving means by washing his disciples’ feet and even in offering 

up His life to redeem the sins of the world. The students will see that people reflect the 

character of Jesus as they help others. 

This important concept will be put into practice as OPERATION SERVE on Sunday 

February 10 from 12-1, following the 11 a.m. worship. The church will provide lunch as the 

young people make gifts and Valentine bags for residents of Pine Knoll Nursing Home. 

Church Events 

• Feb 4
th

 Preschool 
Registration 

• Feb 6
th

 Alpha 10 AM 

• Feb 10
th 

 Opereration 
Serve (1st Kids) 

• Feb 11
th  

Omega 6:30 PM 

• Feb 12
 th  

Food Pantry 9 AM 
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The Greek root word bio means 'life.” These 
three simple letters, B.I.O, suggest a route 
becoming the best version of you in 2019. 

 

B = Come “Before God” daily. Make it part 
of your routine to meet with God personally 
through prayer and His word in order to 
enjoy His presence, receive His direction, 
and follow His will. There are lots of free 
online Bible reading programs at 
www.biblegateway.com and also 
www.biblestudytools.com. 

I = Do life “In community” weekly. 
Structure your week to prioritize and 
connect in safe relationships that provide 
love, support, transparency, challenge, and 
accountability. At 1st Christian Church, we 
find this kind of community support in our 
Life Groups. If you’d like to be part of a 
supportive small group of believers, contact 
our church office at lifegroups@1st 
ChristianChurch.com. 

O = Be “On Mission” 24/7. Cultivate a 
mindset to live out Jesus’ love for others 
through acts of sacrifice as well as service at 
home, work, play, and church. Pray the 
“Anyone” prayer everyday to help you stay 
focused:  “God, give me one. ANYone. I 
don’t care who it is: young or old, rich or 
poor, brown, black red or white. I don’t care. 
Just give me one person today who needs 
your love. Amen.” 

Help Beautify 
The Church 

With spring around the corner, 1st 

Christian needs volunteers to help keep 

the grounds inviting. Please contact 

Paul@1stChristianChurch.com or 770. 

832.3974 if you would like to serve on 

this team. 

http://www.biblegateway.com
http://www.biblestudytools.com
mailto:lifegroups@1stchristianchurch.com
mailto:lifegroups@1stchristianchurch.com


Student Minister 

As Student Minister at 1st 

Christian's within Pipeline 

Student Ministry, I am excited as 

I look ahead. 30 to 40 students 

are here for youth group on a 

weekly basis, events are an 

absolute blast, and new students 

are coming to have encounters 

with Jesus that they have never 

had before. The work I oversee 

is Kingdom building work, 

important work. 

Students are being invested in, 

but they are also using their 

resources and talents to invest in  

others.  

The number of students inviting 

friends to church has been high, 

having a positive effect. Our 

students have been challenged 

to go and make disciples. Many 

of them have been answering 

that challenge in positive ways.  

Whether a parent, a family 

member, a volunteer, or a friend 

of someone in grades 6-12, you 

are an influence in the lives of 

students. Thank you for being a 

partner with Pipeline 

Student  Ministry at 1st 

Christian Church. 

Christian Hospitality 

New To Our Library 
Timothy Keller, pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in 

Manhattan, has authored a shelf of books for the libraries of 

gospel ministers and Christian thinkers. He does not write 

popular Christian self-help works designed to discuss the latest 

fads or controversies. Instead, these books address scriptures and 

apply them to Christ-like living. While heavy in theological 

content, the reader will find Keller’s books well written and easy 

to understand. Published in 2018, the most recent of these books, 

THE PRODIGAL PROPHET, Keller developed from sermons he 

prepared over a 30-year cycle. 

While acknowledging that Jonah was a terrible failure as a 

prophet, Keller delves deeply into the Jonah narrative to expose 

the mystery of God’s mercy and grace. While most people would 

like to think they would respond to God’s request more as did the 

Virgin Mary than like the ancient Jonah, the reality is that 

running away would look like a reasonable option. Read a 

chapter a day and this book would not take long at all. Find it on 

the check-out desk in the Coffee Grounds library. 

On March 8-9, the high school students will be attending 

West Georgia Discipleship Now. DNOW is a weekend 

packed with powerful worship, relevant teaching, and 

wonderful opportunities for students to build relationships 

with other students from around the West Georgia area and 

in our church through time at host homes. 

Contact Jake@1stChristianChruch.com or 770.881.6835 for 

information regarding the trip! 

 

Youth News 
Jake McPike 

Although spring is not even in sight, Beth Morgan is announcing 

that it is time to begin enrolling students for the 2019-2020 school 

year. Registration will begin with those who are currently 

enrolled and for the church family on February 4. On February 

25, registration will be offered to the public. Anyone interested 

for themselves or others should call Beth at 770 832 3974 or stop 

by the preschool office for an information/registration packet.  

Help roll out the red carpet for our guests on Sunday 

3 Ways you can give our guests a better experience: 

Move up a few rows from where you normally sit. Guests don’t 
enjoy having to parade up front for a seat. So you can help if you 
will move toward the front of the worship area.  

Park farther from the building. Guest parking spots are “prime 
real estate” and, of course, regular attenders should never park 
there. We make it even easier on guests if intentionally look for 
the least attractive parking spots. 

Look for unfamiliar faces and introduce yourself. Be 
intentional about smiling and greeting each person you do not 
know.  

Preschool News 



Randy's Corner 

Messy: Loving Others Isn’t Easy  

February 3-17 

Everybody loves the idea of loving our neighbor, but when it comes 

time to love them, the whole idea becomes (we may as well admit 

it) a bit less attractive. Loving others isn’t easy. It requires 

selflessness and intentionality. In this series we’ll begin in the Old 

Testament, moving through the Gospels, and then to Paul’s letters 

looking at how living out this command today will help our 

families, our marriages and our social lives..  

 

 

 

From Death to Life (a study of Ephesians)  

February 24-March 17 

God is a master builder. His project is his glory. According to 

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, God’s master plan to reveal his 

glory is through redeeming humanity through Jesus. His plan to 

reclaim and restore his creation is unfolding already, and He 

wants you to be part of it.  

Several years ago, Wendy and I started paying nearly all of our bills 

online.  Since many things like mortgages and insurance payments are 

the same every month, we decided to put them on autopilot. We do the 

same thing when it comes to saving – we set up an automatic deposit so 

we don’t have to think about it. 

For the last couple of years, we’ve been encouraging everyone at 1st 

Christian Church to automate this important task by creating an online 

giving profile and setting up automatic contributions.  Whether it’s 

weekly, bi-monthly or monthly, giving automatically is a great way to 

be intentional with generosity.  If you’ve already taken this step, 

THANK YOU! 

Since you support the mission of 1st Christian Church financially, would 

you please consider making it automatic?  Just visit our website 

(1stChristianChurch.com/give) and follow the instructions.  You can 

change it at any time. It’s safe and secure. 

We also provide a text to give option that is safe, secure and very easy.  

Just text 1stcc to 73256 and click the link you receive back. It’s that 

simple. Of course, the third way of giving in person during our worship 

services remains a choice, and we recognize that some value this as an 

act of worship. 

If you’ve got any questions, feel free to contact Paul Johnson in the 

church office at (770) 832-3974 or email 

Paul@1stChristianChurch.com. 

Prayer List 
• For church staff as they prepare and serve this month 

• For health regained by Brooklyn  Aaron and Jerral Howard 

• For Bob Stoker’s adjustment to Cottage Landing care 

• For blessings on the work of  SICM and Dick Ingle’s safe 

return 

• For 1st Christian to be a bright light in the community 

 

 

Upcoming Sermon Topics 

The congregation at 1st Christian is filled with active or retired 

doctors, nurses, therapists, technicians, medical records 

people, office managers, and others directly connected to the 

health care industry.  When these folks from the church go out 

to work, they are in many ways directly being the “hands and 

feet” of the Lord showing love and valuing everyone, 

following scriptural admonishes to “love your neighbor.”   

Meet Doctors Bill and Simone Berard, who came to First 

Christian nearly twenty years ago as they were settling into 

their careers. Returning to Carrollton from Mercer University 

School of Medicine was natural for Bill. His family had 

transferred from  Connecticut, to Carrollton for work when he 

was in high school.  To hear him tell it, the move had been 

amazingly wonderful.  Carrollton had dozens of fast food 

restaurants and the high school had dozens of beautiful girls.  

Life was good.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simone had grown up near Savannah, but willingly followed 

Bill to his hometown. Here they raised their children 

Cameron, a student at Georgia College and State University 

and Jordan at UWG. 

When asked how they chose 1st Christian, they said they had 

done quite a bit of “church shopping” but kept coming back to 

the fact that the people at this congregation always seemed so 

genuine and friendly. When asked what keeps them with us, 

they each respond that they appreciate how the church feels 

like family and that they particularly enjoy the closeness of 

their small group led by Chip and Cindi Bass. They each also 

expressed much respect for the work of the R and R ministry 

carried on by Billy and Cyndi Ressler. Because they are 

committed to 1st, they are enthusiastically participating in the 

24 to Double program and envision the growth of the church 

presence in the community as it begins to match people skills 

up with kingdom jobs. Our hats are off to all in the 

congregation who work in health care. Want to meet this great 

couple? They attend the 11 service. 

Member Spotlight 



Member Spotlight 

Plant this in your Heart and Memory 
 

Since the Christian camp moved from Newnan, Georgia, to Temple, Georgia in 1969, 1st Christian has been heavily involved in the 

development of the property and the mission of Woodland Christian Camp. The committees in charge of building the new camp began by 

purchasing enough acreage for their brave venture and constructing two clusters of cabins, a dining hall, and a large all-purpose building.  

Wisely, they also constructed a three-bedroom brick home for a camp manager when they could find the right person for the job. In 1971 Earl 

and Mary Alice Hobson, who had experienced the development of a Christian camp in Jamaica, answered the call to be the team to develop 

the dreams and goals of the Atlanta/West Georgia area churches. This was the perfect fit for the Milligan physical education major who 

wondered if perhaps he should not have been a minister: the same man who could build or fix nearly anything. For a few years, Earl taught at 

Carrollton Junior High to supplement his salary, but as the camp gained recognition and became the favorite summer place for church kids, the 

churches responded with a budget to meet all the needs. Ten years later, with a master plan in place, the camp had grown considerably and the 

board decided to call Joey and Cindy Westbrook to assist in the operations. With experience in youth ministry, this young couple had 

graduated from Atlanta Christian College and had a love for Christian camping. 

Today Woodland has a full time staff of ten, which include Joey and Cindy as well as Jenna Pline from 1st Christian.  Besides the several 

weeks of summer camping designed particularly for Christian growth and fellowship, the camp operates a year round schedule serving in the 

area of leadership development and hosting groups who provide most of their own staffing and curriculum.  This facet has provided income to 

underwrite maintenance and improvements. 

Spotlighting this mission in February works well, for it is now time to start registering for the summer programming. Early bird rates are good 

until April 1. Look for materials located in the foyer of the family life center and elsewhere around the church, or go on line to 

www.woodlandcamp.org. 

January Numbers  
    

 1/6 1/13 1/20 1/27  

Attendance                                326                278                   310                                      308                                                      

Offering $14,056.00 $7,330.71 $17,440.43 $8,667.60  

YTD Received $14,056.00 $21,386.71 $38,827.14 $47,494.74  

YTD Needed $12,500.00 $25,000.00 $37,500.00 $50,000.00  

Micah 6:8 

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  And what does the Lord require of you?      

To act justly and to love mercy and  to walk humbly with your God. 

   

Woodland Camp 50th Anniversary 


