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Did you know that 82% of our unchurched family members and friends would be   
interested in coming to church if invited by someone they know well, and yet, in the 
last year, only 2% of church members have invited someone? 
 

Sunday, September 15 is Back To Church Sunday at 1st Christian Church.  It’s all about helping us bridge that gap between 

the 82% and the 2%. And here’s how we are going to do it. Since everyone knows someone who needs to come “back to 

church,” we can all make a difference if we will do each of these three things: Pray, Invite, and Celebrate. 

 

Pray for the people you know who need to come back to church. Pray for them by name. Pray that you might have the courage 

to invite them and then pray that they will be open to coming with you. 

Invite them to come to church with you on Sunday, September 15 and stay for our celebration: a “potluck” lunch and fun ac-

tivities for kids (including a petting zoo). 

Bring a dish for the potluck celebration with the friends you've invited. 

 
How many people do you know who “used to go” to church, but just don’t 

anymore? Probably quite a few. Today there are 327 million people in this 

country, and as many as 80% of them say they are “Christian.” At the same 

time, only 20% actually attend church from week to week. Probably all of 

them attended church at one time. Given the right opportunity, the right 

invitation, from the right person, many of them would like to come. Let’s 

not say no for them. Let’s give them a chance (or maybe one more chance) 

to say yes. 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  

82% & 2% 



• Sept 18
th 

Youth Group 6 PM 

• Sept 20
th

 Celebrate Recovery 

• Sept 24
th

 Men's Breakfast 7 AM - 7:50 AM 

• Sept 25
th 

Youth Group 

• Sept 27
th

 Jr. High Late Night  6 - 10 PM 

• Sept 27
th

 Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

 

 

Church Events 

Chip and Joanna have moved on from their TV show FIXER UPPER, but there may be the material for a new series based 

right here on Ward Street--- perhaps, THIS OLD CHURCH.   Alan (retired school administrator) and Keith (retired building 

inspector) have used their talents to renovate Sunday School rooms, rebuild after a vehicle plowed into the building doing 

considerable structural damage, and other work which has improved the way the people use the facilities. This project, because 

volunteers are handling it, will easily fit into church budget.   

Volunteers continue to be needed in many facets of the work of the congregation.  Food Pantry needs help once a month. 

Nursery needs people. Celebrate Recovery would be grateful for Friday evening meals. Jake is currently circulating a sheet for 

food prep for Wednesday youth gatherings. The lawn care team would appreciate help. Look around and see where you can fit 

in. VOLUNTEER TODAY. Email Paul@1stChristianChurch.com to get involved. 

Randy’s recent sermon series concerning CHANGE zeroed in on the fact that 

people can change their attitudes, focus, etc. Here at 1st Christian we prove 

that we are not afraid of CHANGE when it comes to the configuration and 

use of the buildings.  Several days recently have found Alan Kreiger, Keith 

Kreiger, and Tony Ward working to make the foyer to the Family Life Center 

more functional. These men are opening a wall under the stairs to form a wide 

door into the 1st Kids check-in and putting up a set of doors on the wide 

opening in the FLC that leads into the Education Station.  How will this be an 

improvement? 

•  Children’s registration will be funneled away from small foyer space 

•  Eliminates interruption to 11a.m. service by late arrivals 

• Opens up foyer for a less congested greeting/information area 

• Supports efforts for Security and Safety 

• Sept 4
th

 Alpha 10 AM, Youth Group 6 PM 

• Sept 6
th 

Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

• Sept 9
th

  Omega 6:30 PM 

• Sept 10
th

 Food Pantry 

• Sept 11
th 

 Youth Group 6 PM 

• Sept 13
th

 Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

• Sept 15
th

 Back to Church Event  

• Sept 17
th

 Men's Breakfast 7 AM - 7:50 AM 

 

Valuable Volunteers 



This year’s session of our highly popular preschool 

program will roll out on Wednesday, September 4 

under the direction of Beth Morgan and her five 

teachers.  At present 36 students are enrolled--- with a 

waiting list on hand. Two students who were 

scholarship students in last year’s program are in need 

of scholarships for this school year.  It would be a 

shame for them not to be able to continue in the 

program they are accustomed to and love. THIS IS AN  

 

 

Hope For Christmas 
Update 
Still need: 62 cans of corn. 116 cans of green beans, 

40 boxes of stuffing, 138 no-bake desserts, and 274 

boxes of mac-n-cheese. Boxes and gravy packets  are 

no longer needed.  

Good response folks!!!! Let's finish up this collection 

by Thanksgiving. 

Preschool Update 

IMMEDIATE CONCERN. Would anyone in the congregation be willing to sponsor one of these little ones at $175 per 

month ($1,575 per year)?  Should any individual, class, or life group consider helping, please call Beth at 770-838-1807 

as soon as possible since school starts in a few short  days. 

Hey guys, on Tuesday, September 17, just two 

days after Back to Church Sunday (which is on 

September 15), we will get back to another round 

of men’s breakfast with a series of messages by 

Pastor Louis Giglio called, “Goliath must Fall.”  

 

Men's   
Breakfast 

Every man faces battles against giants. We have no choice in the matter. We do have a choice about whether we win 

the battles or not. The men’s breakfasts are about being prepared and helping other Christian men do the same. 

 

We will begin breakfast and the video at 7:00 AM and end at 7:50, sharp. 



formed by Billy and Cyndi Ressler under the umbrella of 1st Christian).  He gives God praise for that day three years ago for 

the safety and support provided him by R & R and by the church family that immediately embraced and loved him. Today, a 

healthy and happy Thomas has a 3.9 GPA as he works toward his goal of a civil engineering degree.  Besides proving 

himself an excellent student, he has been working for Scott Hembree’s construction firm twenty hours a week, doing some 

renovations under his own business license, tutoring students in math, and working other odd jobs to finance his 

education.  With talents and a work ethic like that, of course the church plugged him in immediately to various areas. He has 

proven helpful in the food pantry, greeter ministry, lawn service, as well as designing and operating the lights for worship 

and special programming.  

Thomas lives with Randy and Wendy Barnhart, but the Hembree family insists that he is part of their clan.  When asked 

what appealed to him about 1st Christian, he answered that he was amazed at how integrated the church was and how readily 

it accepted him.  He says, “Here I was, not even from this town, and people of all ages and backgrounds were accepting me 

as someone of value.”   

Keith and Neva Higgs, Mike and Dawn Broome, Ken and Polly MacHarg, Robert 

and Pam Jewsbury, Mike and Kay Farr, E.T. and Cathy Thompson, Stacey Taylor 

and Donna Williams meet twice a month in a Life Group formed three years ago 

as a part of a church wide effort to get all members into support and study 

clusters.  Ron and Margo Shepherd serve as leaders of the group. In fact, several 

of those in this group have been meeting together  intermittently for 19 years with 

Mike Broome as the teacher for much of that time, then Cathy  Thompson  

leading the studies before this restart three years ago.   

The strong bonds of friendship developed between these folks have seen them through times of joy and triumph and times of 

despair and disappointment. Besides having a lot of fun together, the group makes a concerted effort to assist in various 

ministries of the local congregation and missions programs.   

Randy, our Senior Minister, encourages anyone not connected to a Life Group to sign up for one (or form a new one).  For 

more information contact Chris Bradley (470 273 1373) or Amanda Bradley (404 883 1817) or email 

Paul@1stChristianchurch.com. 

Life Groups 

Because Thomas Vandiver has been such a vital addition to our church 

family, he may need little introduction. However, if you do not know 

Thomas, who usually worships at the second service, you need to meet him. 

He is a remarkable example of what God can do with a broken person.  In 

high school, Thomas was creating problems with truancy and his negative 

attitude. By age 18, he had advanced to trouble with the law---due mostly to 

his drug use.  After a few years of stumbling through life, his addictions and 

mental health came to a crisis point. 

Looking back upon the situation now, Thomas can say that an accident that 

nearly severed his finger and sent him to Grady Hospital provided an escape 

from the dangerous and unhealthy world he inhabited.  In fear of insanity or 

perhaps prison upon release from the hospital, he allowed his family to 

arrange for him to start in the  Restoration and Recovery program (newly  

Member Spotlight 



6 So Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me, dear, the secret of your great strength, and how you can be tied up and humbled.” 6-

17 She kept at it day after day, nagging and tormenting him. Finally, he was fed up—he couldn’t take another minute of it. He 

spilled it. He told her, “A razor has never touched my head. I’ve been God’s Nazarite from conception. If I were shaved, my 

strength would leave me;  

 

Each day brings new choices, new decisions. Most of them don’t matter very much. But sometimes these decisions we face 

can determine the rest of our lives. For a lot of men, that’s a tough lesson to learn. Hindsight tells us time and again that this is 

true, and looking back we can see it — even if we refuse to see it in the moment. Decisions that seem almost insignificant in 

the moment can turn out to be life altering for ourselves and those we love. 

 

Samson made the mistake of assuming that one decision, having sex with Delilah, wouldn’t hurt anyone. It was just a fling, 

just for fun. Then he assumed that one decision, telling Delilah the secret to his strength wasn’t very important either. He 

thought he could “handle it.” He was wrong on both counts.  

 

Samson, God's man, was undermining himself one decision at a time. Our takeaway is this—count the costs of the decisions 

you make today; you might not be able to live with the repercussions tomorrow. Ask yourself, “Is this the kind of man I want 

to be? Is this the impact I want my life to have?” 

 

PRAYER: God, fill me with your wisdom today to make the decision that is best for  

my family, the decision that most glorifies You, and the decision most likely to protect me from disaster. 

 

 

 

One Decision Away 

“If you’re married, you know that marriage can 

sometimes feel like a game. And sometimes, it 

feels like a game we’re losing. So how do you 

change the game and have a better marriage? We’re 

so excited to announce that we’re going to be host-

ing a one-night marriage event at our church on 

Saturday, October 26th to make your marriage   

better. 

“Now, I know what you’re probably thinking: 

‘That doesn’t apply to me. I don’t need to go. Tun-

ing out now.’ But honestly, this event is applicable 

to any married couple, whether newly engaged or  

married 50 years. Be sure to invite your married 

friends.  

Married People 
Event Saturday, 
October 26th 

You are one decision away from spiritual growth…,or spiritual disaster 

Man Cave 



 

Perhaps now more than ever, teenagers need help developing their critical thinking skills so they can wisely discern 

truth from lies out there in the massive marketplace of ideas (Philippians 1:9 -11). They’ll drown if they don’t learn 

how to evaluate and synthesize information from a Christian worldview. And these critical thinking skills pretty much 

always involve encouraging them to ask questions—tough questions. 

 

What’s the best way to learn these critical skills and find answers to the tough questions? In the context of a caring 

relationship with a wise adult they trust—an adult they know they can ask any question they have about God and faith 

and life and Truth. Sounds a lot like the definition of discipleship, doesn't it?  

 

 

Pipeline Student Ministry will be hosting a “Junior High Late Night” at 1st Christian Church on Friday, September 27th. 

This late night event will be from 6 pm to 10 pm and is completely centered on students in grades six through eight. On 

this night, students will experience fun, food,  video games, worship, a message, and much more. The cost of this event is 

a two-liter of soda or a snack item. Students are encouraged to bring their friends for an awesome night! 

 

 

Prayer Concerns  

Student Minister Jake McPike 

• Nick Askew's medical situation 

• September 15th Back to Church  

• New year for Preschool  

 

 

Parents, with a new school year now in full swing, I simply have one question: How are you 

"making disciples" out of your students every day? If your teenagers can ask Siri anything…

why do they need you, their fearless example, to help them navigate the information landscape? 

Because information isn’t wisdom. 

 

 

The staff of our fellowship meets each Tuesday to go over the church agenda and make plans to meet needs of  various 

ministries and members. One of the main activities of this meeting is to focus on the prayer requests gathered at Sunday 

worship. Knowing there is power in prayer, and seeing wonderful results from prayer, the staff and elders encourage each 

member to pray diligently as needs are made known. Make a note of these five requests and pray often about them. 

 

• Homebound members such as 

Violette Denney, Christopher Lee, 

Jerral Howard, and Martha Jackson 

• Recovery & Restoration Ministries 

 

 



 respect. If anything is excellent or worthy of praise, think about those kinds of things.” 

Translated for your child, that might mean a few minutes reflecting on what is hilarious, adorable, cuddly, interesting, 

unique, compelling, or thoughtful about them. Take time to thank God for specific moments, from funny things they’ve 

said to that moment they said “thank you” unprompted. 

 

2. Ask for help. 

Focusing on the positive does not mean you should be blind to your child’s besetting mistakes. Instead, pay attention to 

your thoughts as you address your child’s unhealthy behaviors. Are you stuck in a circular thought pattern, spinning your 

wheels? Are you mentally leaping to worst case scenarios? Choose to take these thoughts to God and ask him for wisdom 

and guidance. He loves your child even more than you do. 

There may be instances where you need the help of a trusted mentor or even a professional counselor to address certain 

behaviors. When this is the case, take action and trust God’s work, rather than losing yourself in anxious thoughts. 

 

3. Grab grace. 

You will snap sometimes. The baby will wake up 45 minutes after you spent two hours getting her to sleep. Your 4-year-

old will drag his feet when you’ve asked him to put on his shoes. Your toddler will slap his older brother in the face. 

Your teenager will slam the door in your face. And you will yell. Or let loose with a few choice words you certainly 

didn’t intend to introduce into their vocabulary. And then, instantly, you will condemn yourself for being the worst parent 

ever. 

 

Cut off that thought at the pass. You will be tempted to wallow in what a terrible mistake you’ve made. But your perfect 

Father freely offers grace and forgiveness for every single parenting mistake you’ve ever made or will make. The 

moment you snap, turn to Him. Kill the condemnation before it can take root. Allow God to free you to be the parent he 

intends you to be for your unique kids. 

 

Carrie Veal Children's  
Pastor 
It’s All In Your Head : Taming  

Negative Thoughts on Parenting 

We are told 50,000 thoughts pass through our minds each day. For a 

parent many of these thoughts create anxiety of various sorts concerning 

our children and our role as a parent. These messages can be very 

unsettling.  How I choose to think about my kids determines everything 

about the way I parent in the day to day. Here are three tools I’ve 

discovered for policing my thought life: 

 

1. Take time daily to focus on the unique gift your child is. 

Philippians 4:8 tells us, “always think about what is true. Think about  

what is noble, right and pure. Think about what is lovely and worthy of 

"Good Grief" Seminar - Coming in November 
Have you ever lost a loved one, your parents, lost a child, lost a job, or had to relocate? If you said yes to any of these 

changes, you are experiencing grief. But there is hope! Coming on November 9th, Ken MacHarg will be leading a 

seminar that will help you with your grief.  Be on the look out for more information soon. 



After Billy and Cyndi’s Ressler’s son was incarcerated several years ago, they began to meet men in jail ---and the 

families of these men--- as they gathered on visiting days.  Cyndi says that, of course, they knew the prison held evil men 

who needed to be locked away from society, but they also met good men who had made terrible choices throughout 

life.  According to this couple, God began to soften their hearts toward the imprisoned as He planted the idea that they 

must do something for this population of outcasts. What began with asking church members to send greeting cards or 

write letters to these men soon proved not radical or powerful enough.   

By 2014 Billy was negotiating with a property owner in Carrollton for the lease of a large track of land off Highway 27 

containing several buildings that, if renovated, would be suitable for housing men in trouble with the law or men 

struggling with addictions.  Billy also prepared for this undertaking by earning a certificate in Relapse Prevention Theory 

from an internationally known organization. Then the couple immersed themselves in the well-respected Celebrate 

Recovery program. When they announced they were moving out of their home and quitting their jobs to begin a recovery 

ministry, the people at 1st Christian felt this surely was the hand of God and responded generously. 

Today the state of Georgia has certified their re-entry program for newly released men, meaning it will provide funds for 

three months as the Resslers help the immerging citizen get necessary paperwork completed, train them in basic life skills, 

and help them find work.  In addition to that service, Billy and Cyndi also manage an intense addiction recovery program 

which costs the client $20 a day. Besides receiving food, clothing and shelter, these men must agree to stay for a year 

without working, attend 12 step programs, learn the scriptures, and show up at church regularly. Men come into R & R 

from the court system or simply through people who know about their need and know of this home.   A third arm of the 

ministry they call the Family Center. Here they house families, or parents, referred by community organizations.  These 

displaced people must be carefully supervised, guided, and shown the love of Jesus.  

When asked about their capacity, Cyndi says they have room for 10 men in the addiction recovery, 10 men in the 

transition area, and 5 families.  A board made up of Randy Barnhart, Clint Lee, Scott Hembree, Dawn Jacobs, and Keven 

McGourk keep a close watch on this mission to insure it is staying focused on its purpose and that the monies generated 

by income and donations  are being used accountably. After five years, Recovery & Restoration Ministries has made a 

name for itself in the community.  As a result, businesses and the local people are supporting and encouraging this work. 

For further information or to make donations, go to Recoveryandrestorationministries.org.  Praise God for people of 

vision and a work ethic such as the Ressler family. 

Church Library 
The featured book for your reading enjoyment this month is WHEN A NATION FORGETS 

GOD by Erwin Lutzer.  Dr. Lutzer has been the senior pastor of the Moody Church Chicago 

for over 30 years.  This renowned theologian has written a very engaging, page turning book 

that uses the history of Nazi Germany in the 1930s to illustrate important truths that are still 

valid in 2019.  Material of this nature will help Christians who are concerned with US politics 

and our social trends think clearly about our current situation. 

In WHEN A NATION FORGETS GOD, Dr. Lutzer studies seven similarities between Nazi 

Germany and America today----some of them chilling---and cautions us to respond 

accordingly. Engaging, well researched, and easy to understand, Lutzer's writing is that of a  

Recovery & Restoration Ministries 

realist, one alarmed--- but unafraid. Amidst describing the messes of our nation's government, economy, legal pitfalls, 

propaganda and more, Lutzer points to the God who  always has a plan. 

At the beginning of the 20th century, Nazi Germany did not look like a country on the brink of world-shaking terrors.  It 

looked much like America today.  WHEN A NATION FORGETS GOD uses history to warn of a future that none want 

to see. 

Lutzer calls out the modern church to stand up and accept the roll of moral and ethical leadership that followers of 

Christ are called to emulate and demonstrate. This slim volume, available in the FCC library, guarantees to provide the 

reader with much food for thought. 



Encouragement From  
Elder Tony Ward  

obvious change.  Ecclesiastes 3 speaks of a time for everything: To be born, to die  To plant, to uproot,  To kill, to heal 
To tear down, to build To weep, to laugh To morn, to dance To scatter, to gather To embrace, to refrain To search, to 
give up To keep, to throw away To tear, to mend To be silent, to speak To love, to hate                                                                                                                                                                      
 
Wow, so many opportunities for change.  In addition to all this, there are the stages of life that require change: birth, 
childhood, adolescences, adulthood, old age.  All of these situations and periods of life require growth, development, 
adaptation--- in other words change.   
 
God has given us great ability to change. The Bible talks about becoming a new creation in Christ, every day a renewal 
of the mind.  Our life is full of change. Why so much change? Perhaps God is preparing us for something more 
important or something that will enhance His kingdom. 
 
I Corinthians 15:51 says, “Listen, I tell you a mystery:  we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed--in a flash, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 
changed.”   
 
Many times our reluctance to change is based on the notion that we know what is best and we don’t want to give in to 
the idea that a different outcome might be better than our desired results.  Having “our way” instead of submitting to 
“God’s way” is a powerful motivator of an attitude of push back” against change. We let our self-centeredness, pride, 

selfishness, and fear play a role in not liking or accepting change. 
 
Go with God.  He’s the potter, we’re the clay.  Let’s embrace His way. Get ready for change!  
 
 

 

August Numbers 
    

 8/4 8/11 8/18 8/25  

Attendance 334                              318                                  345                              315                                                               

Offering $24,999.65 $8,299.38 $14,504.33 $7,386.00  

YTD Received $426,689.46 $434,918.84 $449,423.17 $456,809.17  

YTD Needed $387,500.00 $400,000.00 $412,500.00 $425,000.00  

Plant this in your heart and mind 

Let your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:4 

On Your Mark, Get Set, Change! 

Change. Most people do not like it. We like the routine and normal.  Change means 
a lack of control with an uncertainty of the outcome of the situation. However, life is 
full of change.  The Bible speaks about different seasons of  life which involve  


