
focus 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | 306 COLLEGE STREET CARROLLTON GEORGIA |  

770 832 3974 

NOVEMBER 2019 – VOLUME 11 

 

 

 

 

We Had an Amazing Evening Last Saturday night (October 

26), 1st Christian Church offered another Married People’s 

Night Out. Our theme for the evening was “Game Changers: 

Small Things Make a Big Difference.” We enjoyed terrific des-

serts (thanks to everyone who shared the wonderful delights!), 

we played some games, had a few laughs, and then watched 

Andy Stanley’s message, “What Happy Couples Know” (by the 

way, you need to see that whether you are married or not!) and 

were challenged to choose to believe the best about our spouses 

(and others) irrespective of our expectations or our experience! 

That, Andy said, “is what love does.” 

 

While the event itself was a big thing, we learned the not-so-big 

things we do for each other (not just in marriage, but in all rela-

tionships) really do have a big impact on our happiness.  

Imagine a monthly email that provides marriage ideas and in-

sights, sparks great conversations and helps you laugh - togeth-

er! We want to provide you precisely that. A free service of our 

Married People Ministry, this monthly e-zine is filled with    

quality suggestions that you will love and look forward to. If 

you would like to receive it, please contact Paul Johnson at 

paul@1stChristianChurch.com. 



Student 
Minister 

It’s important to make church a priority and talk about 

your faith with your children if you want them to follow 

Jesus. Children whose parents make it a priority to par-

ticipate in the life of the church are far more likely to 

attend church as adults (STICKY FAITH, Dean and 

Clark). The opposite is also true. If parents don’t consid-

er church important, their children probably won’t con-

sider it important either. 

It’s essential for parents to talk about their own faith 

journey with their children. This helps them see the ways 

God is at work in this world. It also helps children learn 

to find the words they need to express their own faith. 

Jake McPike 
Parents, talk about your own faith journey 

We will be putting on our third annual Amazing Race for 

the student ministry! The Amazing Race will be held on 

November 9th from 10:00 am-1:30 pm and will include 

lunch for the students. 

 

This event is for the entire student ministry (6-12). It is a 

fun activity where students divide into teams and partake 

in a race that takes them all over Carrollton, with fre-

quent stops and challenges while accompanied by an 

adult driver. 

 

Students need to submit their teams of three or four stu-

dents as soon as possible. If you have any questions, 

please contact me by email jake@1stchristianchurch.com 

or by phone at (770)-881-6835. 

Children's 
Pastor 
Carrie 
Veal 

Our first Table or Treat was a huge success.  Despite the 

rainy weather, volunteers showed up to spread love and the 

light of Jesus to over 2,000 children and adults in our com-

munity.  With a little last-minute planning, we moved the 

event into the Family Life Center were everyone stayed dry 

and warm.  Families got to enter the church through the foy-

er and were greeted in our welcome center.  Volunteers 

turned the FLC into a child-friendly atmosphere with tables 

to provide offerings of treats.  After filling their bags, fami-

lies got a brief tour of the Kid's wing as they exited.  

mailto:jake@1stchristianchurch.com


Missions Update 
LATM (Literature and Teaching Ministries) 

From the late 1950’s, Don DeWelt, an American professor and evangelist from Joplin, Missouri, began a publishing 

company to produce commentaries to help the average person in the pew study the Bible.  Families who were part of 

Christian/Churches of Christ tradition often owned a shelf of these helpful editions. 

As the world grew smaller due to better ways of communicating and travel, leaders of foreign churches and seminaries 

began to ask for permission to translate and reproduce these teaching materials.  DeWelts’ son, a missionary in Chile, 

understood clearly the need for such literature in various languages. When Chris DeWelt came back to Joplin in l992, he 

established a printing ministry to meet that end: thus LATM. 

Our church has included this vital work in its budget for the past 15 years.  In addition, the Alpha group and the Servants 

of Christ Sunday School class support this mission effort regularly.  Since its inception, LATM has produced 1,000 

projects in 81 different languages for over TWO MILLION books. As you can imagine, the need for this ministry 

multiplied many-fold when the Communist wall collapsed in 1989. 

LATM’s web site states that their goal for this year is to help publish 100 strategic book projects that will help people 

FIND, FOLLOW, and SERVE Jesus. A $50 gift will fund 25 books.  What an investment! If a SS class or Life Group 

wants a project, more information is available on line. Praise God for people of vision and their skills to put that vision 

into a practical form. 

When we think of a Life Group within the church, 

we may bring to mind times shared at a pool, Bible 

studies around a table, community projects 

undertaken, or fellowship on excursions.  Here at 1st, 

a marvelous Life Group has formed at Brookdale 

Senior Living in Carrollton.  Herb Strobino, a former 

elder, has a group that meets in his apartment every 

Sunday morning for a devotional and sharing the 

Lord’s Supper.  Ed and Flo Brett, Ann Jones, and 

Rita Campbell all were members of the Victory class 

for decades with Herb and June Strobino. Now they 

are reunited at this retirement facility.  Such a 

beautiful extension of Christian service. October 

20th found this group at worship, and the following 

Sunday they met to attend the funeral of Flora Brett. 

Prayer 
Concerns 

Life Groups 

• Grief Workshop - That the needs of those 

attending will be met. 

• Prayers for the Brett and Young families at 

this time of sorrow.  

• Hope for Christmas - That those who 

attend  and those who serve will realize 

blessings. 

• Nick Askew / Eli Bell - Pray for complete 

recovery for each, and praise for medical 

procedures that make such surgeries 

possible . 

• Children's Christmas Production - That 

family traditions  will be formed and Jesus' 

birth will be celebrated.  

• Brooklyn Aaron - For continued healing  

and courage. 



Volunteers Needed for Hope for 
Christmas on December 14th 

I do not do Facebook, but I know people who do.  They tell 
me that, as we get close to Thanksgiving Day, it is full of 
great quotes about giving thanks, and I am sure that is 
true.  What I do know first-hand is that gratitude is a 
powerful elixir leading to a much more balanced and 
fulfilling life.  Grief, challenging situations, and family 
troubles and distraction seem to be constants in our 
lives.  They just simply are, and there is not a magic way of 
just making them disappear. There is, however, a simple way 
to mitigate their impact on us. Simply, count your blessings. 
I am serious. As we acknowledge the many, many blessings 
that we receive daily, the impact of the stressors in our lives 
is diminished.  Think of gratitude as a vitamin rather than an 
antidote.  Gratitude does not wipe out our troubles, but it 
does strengthen us as we face those troubles. 
 
The Apostle Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 5:18,” In 
everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you.” 
  
Giving thanks almost sounds too simple.   Remember the old 
song, “Keep on the Sunny Side…”?  It was onto 
something.  The more we count our blessings, large and 
small blessings, long-term and short-term blessings, the 
happier we are going to be.  This is research proven 
stuff.  Your happiness is directly proportional to your 
gratitude. This means that you have much greater control 
over your own happiness then you might have thought.  As 
we enter the holiday season, let us give thanks in everything. 

Giving Thanks at  
Thanksgiving 

Encouragement  
From Elder  
Scott Hobson 

• hosts to escort families through the gifting process on December 14 – contact Stanley or Carol Reid  (770-328-3537) 
 
• hosts to escort children through the gifting process on December 14 – contact Carrie Veal (770-367-7184)  
 
• helpers in the kitchen or providers of refreshment items on December 14 – Contact Beth Morgan (678-446-1784) 
 
• greeters of families in the refreshment area on December 14 – contact Paul Johnson – (770-832-3974 or 678-301-

9626)  
 
• volunteers to assist with wrapping gifts (middle and high schoolers needed) on December 14 –  contact Jake McPike 

- (770-881-6835)  

 
Please save the date:  a training meeting for volunteers will be held December 1 at 5:00 PM in the Celebration Worship 
area.  

Begins Tuesday, November 19 - 7AM – 7:50  

 

Sometimes circumstances in life make it difficult for 

men to be all God wants them to be. But in his 8 week 

study called, NO MORE EXCUSES, Pastor Tony Ev-

ans urges men to stop looking at their circumstances as 

excuses and instead to see them as challenges and op-

portunities for success.  

 

Be the Man God Made You to Be! Join your brothers 

in Christ for breakfast, fellowship and a terrific study 

exploring examples of men of God throughout the Bi-

ble such as Moses, Joseph, and David. Let’s lay down 

our excuses and fight to be men of character and com-

mitment. 

New Men's 
Bible Study 
No More Excuses 



Church  
Library 
BEYOND BEHAVIORS by 

Mona Delahooke, PhD. 

 reader will find this brief introduction enlightening. 

When we see a problematic or confusing behavior, the first 

question one ought to ask isn’t “How can this be eliminated?”, 

rather the question should be, “What is this telling us about the 

child?” says the author Mona Delahooke, PhD.  Many 

behaviors represent the body’s response to stress, not 

intentional misbehavior. When I become overly anxious, I can 

be short- tempered. I don’t mean to be, it just happens. Our 

children are no different. Understanding each child’s 

differences will help us tailor our approach to the child’s 

behavior.   

The traditional approaches to behaviors often assume that 

children can self-regulate their emotions and 

behaviors.  Actually, they can’t. They just don’t have the 

ability. Even adults don’t have that skill all of the time!   

So the question to ask is, “What is this behavior telling me 

about this child?”  We need to remember the misbehavior is 

the child’s way of processing, adapting and surviving.  We 

need to look at the underlying process going on with the child 

that caused the behavior. We need to think of an iceberg.  Ten 

percent is above the water, leaving ninety percent below the 

surface. With children ( or even adults) we need to look not 

only above, but  below the surface. Looking below the surface 

can be difficult! As a certified counselor, I find it helpful to 

consider that the child may well be protecting him/herself from 

something that the he/she feels inadequate to face--- perhaps it 

is an unpredictable situation he/she wants to go away 

quickly.  Looking below the surface can give insight into what 

caused the outward behavior. 

I hope this little introduction to BEYOND BEHAVIORS has 

parents, grandparents, teachers, youth leaders, and others of 

our church family intrigued. Healthy relationships flourish 

when people know how to cope with difficult behavior.  While 

this book does not use the standards of Christian principles as 

its base, it does give solid insight that may well help one to 

react to bad behavior with a Christian attitude.   

Review by Lily Ward, licensed counselor and grandmother of 

4 wonderful 1st kids. 

We Grieve when: 

• Someone dies 

• We change or lose a job 

• We retire 

• We relocate--to a new house, neighborhood, 

city, state, country 

• Our children leave home 

• We divorce or experience the breakup of a      

relationship 

• We lose our health 

• We lose financial stability 

Grief Workshop 

If you are experiencing any type of grief, sadness 

or anxiety over any type of loss, you are invited to 

attend a "Grief Workshop" on Saturday, November 

9 from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. at the church; lunch 

included. The workshop will be presented by Ken 

MacHarg who has broad experience as a pastor. 

Contact Paul@1stChristian  Church.com or 770 

832 3974  for more information. This event offers 

a good opportunity to bring an unchurched friend 

who is grieving to meet the 1st family.” 
 

 

The book BEYOND BEHAVIORS, 

an excellent resource for anyone 

who has contact with children, 

offers a new way of considering a 

child’s behavior.  I hope that  the 



• Nov 1
st

 Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

• Nov 3
rd

 Hay Ride 4:30 PM (meet at FCC)  

• Nov 4
th 

Alpha 10 AM 

• Nov 6
th

 Youth Group 6 PM 

• Nov 8
th

 Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

• Nov 9
th 

Grief Workshop 10 AM - 1 PM 

• Nov 9
th

 The Amazing Race 10 AM - 1:30 PM 
(6

th 
- 12

th
 grade youth) 

• Nov 11
th

 Omega 6:30 PM 

• Nov 12
th  

Food Pantry 9 AM 

• Nov 13
th

 Youth Group 6 PM 

• Nov 15
th

 Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

 

 

Church Events 

October Numbers 

    

 10/6 10/13 10/20 10/27  

Attendance 319                              299                                  304                              351                                                             

Offering $22,251.50 $7,369.11 $15,649.30 $7,771.00  

YTD Received $545,850.71 $553,219.82 $568,869.12 $576,640.12  

YTD Needed $500,000.00 $512,500.00 $525,000.00 $537,500.00  

• Nov 19
th 

 Men's Breakfast 7 AM - 7:50 AM 

• Nov 20
th

 Youth Group 6 PM 

• Nov 22
nd

 Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

• Nov 26
th 

Men's Breakfast 7 AM - 7:50 AM 

• Nov 29
th

 Celebrate Recovery 6 PM 

Plant this in your heart and mind 

Let your gentleness be evident to all.  The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:4 

• December 8
th 

 Hope for Christmas Meeting    
5 PM 

• December 8
th

 Christmas Play/Cookie 6 PM 

• December 14
th

 Hope for Christmas 

• December 22
nd 

1st Kids Christmas Party 12 - 
3 PM 

• December 24
th 

Christmas Eve Service 6 PM 


