
Randy Barnhart 

Let's Do This…
Together 

Back to Church Sunday is coming 

up on September 15. The basic idea 

is to invite our friends, family and 

co-workers "back to church" on that 

day. We’re having special worship 

services specifically designed to 

welcome people back to church, so 

now is a good time to start praying 

about who you will invite.  

 

The theme on Back to Church 

Sunday is “Together.” At some 

point, everybody searches for 

connectedness, seeking a way to be 

part of something bigger. At it's 

deepest level, even when we don't 

know it, this is a search for God. 

That brings us to why we are here…

Our role is to help people get 

connected to God through His 

church, to help people form  friend- 

 

 

 

ships, and  have an opportunity to 

serve together in the community. 

 

We’ll have a pot luck meal  at 

church immediately following our 

11:00 worship service to help 

guests and members get to know 

each other. There will be something 

for everyone: live music, games, a 

raffle for great prizes, and a bouncy 

house for the kids. 

 

This is the perfect opportunity to 

invite your friends, family, 

neighbors and coworkers to join you 

and grow deeper in their faith, or 

perhaps encounter God for the first 

time. 

 

Check out 1stChristianChurch.com 

for more information. 

Church Events 

• Aug 1
st   

Women's Bible 
Study 9:30 - 11 AM 

• Aug 2
nd  

Celebrate 
Recovery 6 PM 

• Aug 7
th

  Alpha 10 AM 

• Aug 7
th

  Youth Dodge 
Ball 6 - 8 PM 

• Aug 9
th  

Celebrate 
Recovery 6 PM 

• Aug 12
th  

Omega 6:30 
PM 

• Aug 13
th  

Food Pantry 

• Aug 16
th  

Celebrate 
Recovery 6 PM 

• Aug 23
rd  

Celebrate 
Recovery 6 PM 

• Aug 30
th

  Celebrate 
Recovery 6 PM 
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This is the time of the year to fill a bag with toys for a child in central Mexico. First Christian Church in Carrollton 

provided 63 Angel Bags last September which were added to approximately 2500 others from Christian churches in 

Georgia!  

The S.O.A.R. (Serving Others and Rejoicing) president, Keri Duncan, meets up with  Bethshean Mexico Mission 

director Cris Garcia so the bags can be dispersed.  

The ANGEL BAGS will go to 10-20 villages where the children will receive their GIFTS, attend a program to see the 

Christmas story acted out, and hear about Jesus and His salvation. Finally, the children will make a card and select a 

small gift for their caregiver so they experience the importance of giving.  

If you want to be a part of this great tool to spread the Good News, sign out a bag in one of 4 locations around the 

church. Fill it with age appropriate toys (list is on the bag) and return it to the brown wicker bins as soon as possible to 

meet the September 1st deadline.  

Can you imagine the smiling children and caregivers and more importantly the lives that will be changed through this 

ministry?  

Sponsored by the FCC Alpha ministry. 

Student Minister 
Jake McPike 

No. Make That Angel Bags Are Coming! 

Angels Are Coming! 

Parents, as we enter another school year, remember the 

influence that you have in the lives of your students. 

Your children see how you react when life is hard. They 

take things from how you communicate with them daily, 

and, for many of them, they look to you for guidance 

throughout life. I want to offer some encouragement to 

you to remember the task that you have been given by 

God. 

 

The spiritual lives of your students are at stake in every 

choice that you or your family makes. Bring them to 

church and youth group? Yes. However, you can also 

make the lessons deeper by showing them that Kingdom- 

related things are a priority over whatever else there is to 

do that day. I can't wait for what this school year holds 

for our students. I hope you will be encouraged to help 

them be a part of the program offered at 1st Christian 

Church. 

Back To School Encouragement 

Pipeline Student Ministry folks enjoyed a Jekyll Island 

Retreat from June 30th to July 3rd.  We spent this terrific 

week with our high school students camping on the 

island and diving into the ocean and the book of James. 

Everyone involved testified to having had great times, 

making fine memories, and storing up laughs that will 

take them into the school year. Thanks to all who made 

this trip possible.  As Youth Minister, I am extremely 

grateful for the support of the church family. 



Men's Prayer 
Breakfast 

In just a few days, we will start seeing yellow 

school busses collecting students in the mornings 

and signaling for parents and children either a 

summer that was much too short or much too 

long.  You may be a K-12 student heading back to 

school, college student heading off, or someone 

happy to be finished with school. Whichever, you 

are surely aware that although school may end, 

your education doesn’t.  We are always learning 

how to utilize new technology, discovering new 

places, or developing talents or hobbies. Our jobs 

require that we learn new skills while our 

curiosity pushes us to expand horizons. Simply 

put, we do not, and should not, stop learning. 

 

Now to state the obvious:  We started out life 

knowing next to nothing, and although we will 

spend a lifetime learning, we will never reach the 

point that we know everything.  The important 

concept is never to stop learning. Take this truth 

and apply it to our Christian life. Wherever we are 

in our Christian walk, there is much to learn, and 

although we will never get to the point, (at least in 

this life) that we will know everything that there 

is to know about God, it is vitally important to 

keep learning.   

 

Start simply. Create a habit of Bible reading and 

praying daily. With just a few verses each day and 

just a few minutes of prayer each morning or 

evening, a person will expand in the knowledge 

of God and his plan for humanity. The Christian 

in tune with God’s word will soon find life filled 

with reading more, praying more, loving more, 

and becoming much more interested in the needs 

of others than personal needs. I hear the school 

bell ringing! 

Back To  
School 
Scott Hobson 

In an effort to spread the cost of gathering all of 

the supplies needed for the huge Hope for 

Christmas event that our church sponsors, Cyndi 

Ressler has been asking folks to bring various 

food items each month which she will store and 

organize.  For July, No-Bake desserts were 

requested.  Cyndi found only four of these in the 

bins. Of course, many people have been in and 

out on vacations, but we have much catching up 

to do. Make a note to pick up a flat of vegetables 

or several boxes of mixes next time you shop. 

Help make a difference. 

Still needed:  150 cans of green beans,  100 cans 

of corn, 100 boxes of stuffing mix,  40 boxes of 

instant potatoes, and 140 No-bake desserts. 

 
 
 

God has a plan for you—a plan for you to live in 

victory. That is the theme of our next Men’s 

Breakfast study.   

 

In this six-session breakfast study, beginning 

Tuesday September 16 at 7:00AM, we’ll be 

blessed by Pastor Louie Giglio in a study of the 

classic story of David and Goliath. He shows how 

the key to living free from our giants is not better 

slingshot accuracy, but keeping our eyes on the 

one and only giant-slayer: Jesus. Put your hope in 

him, and watch Goliath fall. 

 

Breakfast will begin each week of the 6-week 

study at 7:00 AM and will conclude by 7:50 

sharp. 
 
 
 

Begins Tuesday, September 16th 



 

This 5-week series looks at five different passages 

that celebrate the extravagant and relentless love 

of Jesus. Jesus’ pursuit of those many would label 

“outcasts” is stunning, but it is precisely what he 

wants from his church.  In the series, you’ll see a 

fresh perspective on characters like Zacchaeus, 

the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet, a leper, and 

the thief on the cross. In each of these situations, 

Jesus often goes out of His way to reach the 

outcasts of society, and He does it for reasons that 

still surprise us.  

• Brooklyn Aaron     
 
• Elderly and shut-ins 
 
• Celebrate Recovery 
 
• Teachers, Administrators,  and Students 
 

• UWGA, UGA & GA Tech Christian Campus 

Fellowship 

 

For months and months prayers have been lifted 

concerning Nick Askew and his need for a kidney 

transplant. Nick has been told that a match may 

have been found and he has his bags packed. 

Please pray fervently about this situation. 

 

Prayer & Praise 

"Let him who boasts boast of this, that he 

understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD." 

 Jeremiah 9:24 

 

Knowing God is the greatest pursuit in life. In 

Jeremiah 9:23, God says, "Let not a wise man 

boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man 

boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his 

riches.”  

 

God is telling us, "There’s something in life worth 

bragging about, but it's not in your bank account 

and it’s not in your accomplishments, whatever 

they are." God says there is only one thing in life 

worth crowing about: "Do you know Me?"  

 

It's amazing how proud we can be about almost 

anything else. You know people who brag about 

their kids, homes, what school they went to, and 

how high they were ranked in their graduating 

class.  

 

There is certainly nothing wrong with 

accomplishment. God gifted you to do your very 

best in whatever endeavor he places before you. 

But even if you’ve done well and there's extra 

money in the bank, even if your home is nice, 

your cars new, your clothes all designer labels, 

God looks it over and says, "If you really want 

something to shout about, can you brag that you 

know Me? Because if you can't talk about that, 

then it doesn't matter what else you may have or 

do."  

 

Someone said, “Pride is like a beard. It needs to 

be trimmed every day.” Every day you and I need 

to get up and look at our degrees, our careers, our 

money, and then say, “Anything I have that’s 

worth having came from God, but even that pales 

in comparison to knowing Him.” 
 

"Outcasts the friends of Jesus" - begins 
August 18th 

Upcoming 
Sermon  
Series 



Carrie Veal :Creating A New 
Back To School Rhythm 

 
Church Library 
This month’s book recommendation is entitled SAME KIND 

OF DIFFERENT AS ME.  Published in 2006 and released as a 

movie in 2017, many of you may be familiar with the story, 

however, if not, it is certainly one to add to your reading/

viewing list.  

 

SAME KIND OF DIFFERENT AS ME tells the unlikely story 

of the unlikeliest of friends-- Ron Hall and Denver Moore 

whose lives collide at a homeless shelter in Ft. Worth, 

Texas.  Deborah Hall, the catalyst for this unique friendship, 

Ron's wife, has a passion for ministry to the homeless of her 

city.  Furthermore, she is determined to save Denver from the 

streets and her husband from himself. 

 

Told in two voices, the book alternates telling this heart-lifting 

story from the perspective of Denver an illiterate former 

sharecropper who calls the streets of Ft. Worth home and Ron, 

the successful art dealer, who calls "millionaires row" on the 

other side of town home.  After periods of time and shared 

tragedy, these two men grow to love, respect and admire one 

another despite the nearly opposite worlds in which they live. 

 

SAME KIND OF DIFFERENT AS ME is not a work of 

theology, as some of the experiences the authors attribute to 

God have no basis in scripture but their story does reveal what 

people can accomplish when hearts are completely open to the 

concept of "loving one another." We all need a lesson in 

encountering others who are same kind of different as 

ourselves.  If it serves its purpose, this book will open eyes to 

such opportunities. 

 

Find this book displayed on the table in Common Grounds 

library at 1st Christian or look for the book and movie at your 

local library. 

Children's 
Pastor  

The transition from summertime to back-to-school can happen 

so quickly that we’re already in our new routine before we 

even realize it. Below are some suggestions for how to create 

an intentional and meaningful back-to-school rhythm. 

 

SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL FEELING 

AFFIRMED.  

Say a short prayer over them as they leave, so they know that 

God is on their side throughout the day. Make it a practice of 

writing and sending notes of encouragement in your child’s 

lunchbox or backpack so they are also reminded you are on 

their side.  

 

HAVE AN AFTER SCHOOL “CHECKLIST” POSTED 

FOR THEM TO FOLLOW.  

Start off with at least 15 minutes of downtime, add in 

homework time, chore time, bath time, play time, dinner time, 

and family time. The next time you hear, “I’m bored!” or, 

“Can I play with your phone?” point them toward the 

checklist.  

 

CREATE A DEDICATED SPACE IN YOUR HOME 

FOR YOUR ELEMENTARY-SCHOOLER TO DO 

HOMEWORK/CLASSWORK.  

It can be as simple as a special chair at your kitchen table with 

a placemat that only appears at homework time. Whatever it 

is, set it up with pencils, a sharpener, good lighting, and peace 

and quiet. Establishing healthy study routines early-on will 

help your kid now and in the phases to come.   

 

SET ASIDE SOME TIME FOR A NIGHT OF 

CRAFTING.  

Grab some cardstock and any craft supplies you have on-hand 

and create several bookmarks for your child to use throughout 

the school year. Spend your time together talking about the 

books you read (or didn’t read!) and the friends you had in 

school growing up.  

 

GIVE SPACE FOR YOUR KIDS TO TALK ABOUT 

THEIR DAY.  

Make sure to sit down and have dinner together as often as 

possible. Go around the table and have each person tell one 

high and one low from their day. Often times, kids will be 

most open to honest conversations when you tuck them in at 

night. Even when your kids are old enough to go to bed on 

their own, try to keep a tucking-in ritual for as long as you 

can. 



Meet Mark and Mandy (Tuggle) Anderson and their 

children Rachael, Ryan, and Riley.  Mark works from 

home as a project manager for IQVIA. Mandy works as 

Instructional Coordinator for Special Education at 

Carrollton High and the Deaf/Hard of hearing teacher for 

Carrollton City Schools.  Because they work at being 

good parents, Mark and Mandy tell Rachael (UWGA), 

Ryan (UGA), and Riley (CHS) that their work is getting 

an education. 

Mandy grew up in this congregation and Mark 

understood that marrying Mandy included 1st 

Christian.  Over the years, these two have served well in 

various capacities.  Mark previously served as deacon 

and an elder. Both have taught, worked VBS each year, 

helped with youth groups, food pantry, etc.  This summer 

the family’s major project is Camp Discovery, a weekend 

of camping that Mark and Mandy organize, staff, and 

direct at Woodland Christian Camp for children with 

intellectual disabilities. 

For years Rachael has been an invaluable volunteer in the 

children's programming at the church. In fact, she refused 

to go away to college because she didn't want to leave her 

church children. Ryan and Riley attend the 11 a.m. 

service with the family until Ryan leaves for Athens in 

the Fall. 

The Andersons appreciate their Life Group for fellowship 

and its mutually rewarding relationship with our church’s 

R and R ministry.  Mandy says the church is her family. 

In fact, she does have many relatives who worship here. 

Mark says this church is home and he appreciates its solid 

teaching and its emphasis on community service.  If you 

don’t know these folks, introduce yourself to them. They 

are neat people. 

 Facilities at F.C.C. 
Serve the Church 
and Community 
While many of the members of the congregation show up 

on Sunday mornings and see activities all around them, 

they may not understand how often the buildings here on 

Ward Street are in use.  For example, Celebrate Recovery, 

a Ladies’ Bible Study, and the Youth group use the 

facilities one night every week. This summer Carrie Veal, 

the Children’s minister, has opened the FLB building for 

several hours every Wednesday for nearby families to use 

the playground and gym. This, of course, creates 

relationships with neighbors. Carrie also directed the 

annual VBS program that brings 75-80 children into the 

building for a week.  During the school year, the 

Preschool program operates every weekday morning and 

the teachers and staff stay later to do their clean up and 

prep.   

 

 

 

 

Other people use the property more sporadically.  For 

example, in July the Carrollton High band found its way 

to our church every day for the lunch break of their band 

camp.  They ate, soaked up the air-conditioning, stretched 

their legs, and enjoyed getting back with their school 

friends. The UWGA Christian Fellowship meets at the 

building on a quarterly basis to eat and have a worship 

service.  In September, we host the Tanner Hospice 

Memorial Service. This event brings many people from 

the community into the building. Once a month the Food 

Pantry opens its doors to share and serve. Brenda 

Holland’s Bible study FINDING I AM starts August 1 

and will run for several weeks.  December will find folks 

gathering for the Hope for Christmas program. 

Besides service events, some people use the building for 

simply having celebrations and fun.  Recently Hilda 

Lambert’s family hosted a lovely 90th birthday party.  The 

children’s parties held here are probably not as nice, but 

every bit as much fun.  Anniversaries, baby-showers, 

mission’s events, etc. The list goes on. Isn’t it wonderful 

to be a part of such an active congregation? Isn’t it 

wonderful to have Tony Ward who keeps the buildings in 

such immaculate shape? 

 

Member Spotlight 



Mission Spotlight on Georgia Tech  
Christian Campus Fellowship 

When Rick Harper went off to college, he enjoyed the fledgling Christian Campus ministry at UGA and realized a 

campus ministry could be a good fit for his life’s work.  After graduating from UGA and getting a Master’s degree from 

Emmanuel School of Religion, Rick interned at Florida State’s Campus Fellowship. In 1987, Rick and his wife Beth 

moved to Atlanta to establish a Christian ministry at Georgia Tech.  At the time, Dr. Dick Ingle was one the faculty and 

helped with the early initiative on a steering committee and later as a board member for several years. 

Currently a full time staff of five serves the core of around 220 students in study/leadership/accountability groups on 

campus.  Of course, food attracts students, so the schedule includes Trivia lunches, café Tuesdays, and Thursday evening 

meals and worship.  A main goal of the leaders is to involve the students in service projects that reflect God’s love to the 

greater Atlanta area.  

Ironically, this engineering school sends out as many missionaries as some Bible colleges.  For example, GT-CCF has 

sent fifty of their graduates to help establish other campus ministries around the world through Globalscope as well as 

others to more traditional mission work.  

Thirty-two years ago, 1st Christian recognized the value of the Christian education outreach and has supported it ever 

since.  Besides the GaTech effort, our church also supports the campus ministries at UWGA and UGA. Again, we see 

long-term commitment of this congregation to helping in the development of Christian leaders.  

 

July Numbers 
    

 7/7 7/14 7/21 7/28  

Attendance 248                              320                                  288                              291                                                               

Offering $13,061.00 $13,463.67 $6,167.74 $9,114.53  

YTD Received $372,943.87 $386,407.54 $392,575.28 $401,689.81  

YTD Needed $337,500.00 $350,000.00 $362,500.00 $375,000.00  

Plant this in your heart and mind 
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to 

keep oneself unstained by the world.  James 1:27 


