
Our ministry and mission is to form disciples of Jesus Christ who love God and love others for the transformation of the world.  
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Spring Edition 2021 
 

Special delivery!  WNL “Behind the Scenes” volunteer Brenda Crowe hands out valentines and love! 

Good things are happening at First Methodist! 
 

It has been a busy and productive season at First United Methodist Church! We’ve 
faced a few challenges, from record-setting freezing weather that called for cancel-
ing onsite worship…to a serious leak in the sanctuary due to a busted pipe. Howev-
er, we are very thankful that these hiccups and hurdles have not slowed down minis-
try. When we had inclement weather, we worshiped online from our homes on Sun-
day morning, and when the 
pipe burst, our Trustees and 
staff jumped into action to 
clean up the water and dis-
cern next steps. We also 
offered Drive-Thru Ashes 
again this year, as well as 
providing an online Ash 
Wednesday Devotional. Even 
on that cold, cold day, it 
warmed our hearts to see you 
and worship with you. 
 
On top of that, we have had 
several prayer walks, and our church has begun three Lenten studies! Please join us 
for our Sunday morning Lenten worship series, “Pray Like Jesus.” In uncertain times, 
we place our trust in our strong God, and we find that prayer is the key to experienc-
ing God’s presence and provision in our daily lives.  
Also of note, the work on our new exterior stucco is beginning (thank you, Lord!), 
and we are working to provide timely news to each of you through a newly for-
matted weekly email.  
 
 
Spring is just around the corner, friends. And we sense that new life is beginning to 
spring up all around us. Watch for this new life and join us in prayer that 2021 will 
bring every good gift from above (James 1:17) to our congregation and community. 

 
 Pastors Nick and Blossom Matthews 



Behind the scenes and behind the desk, Myra Pizzo is often the first face people see 

when they enter FUMC.  Myra is the church secretary—the person you call for almost 

everything! 

Myra grew up in Kansas and moved to Hobbs, NM with her husband, Mark Pizzo in 

1989 . Both Myra and Mark are retired educators of Hobbs Municipal Schools.  Myra 

spent 42 years in the classroom and loved it! 

Myra has only worked at FUMC since 2019,  and she says “I love it” too!  Myra enjoys 

engaging with a  variety of people and the 

work that comes with her position.  “It is fun to 

be in charge of my day!”  Surprisingly, her fa-

vorite task at church is cleaning.  She enjoys 

organizing things  so people can use them and 

getting rid of “stuff” that is “just clutter!” 

When Myra isn’t working at FUMC, she is a 

dedicated to her needlepoint—pointing away 

approximately 15 pieces since the pandemic 

started.  She is also dedicated to her 4 grand-

kids (she and Mark are currently teaching the 

two youngest to drive) and eating Mark’s won-

derful cooking!                       

Thanks Myra for all the “behind the sce-

ne” things you do!   

BEHIND THE SCENES cont. pg. 8,9 

“Volunteering makes me feel useful”—Jeanette Case 

What to do? What to Do! 

BEHIND THE SCENES 
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LENT is a time renewal.  It is a time to give up whatever gets in the way of 
our relationship with God and to give more of ourselves and express the 
love of God to our neighbors. This issue pays tribute to some of the peo-
ple behind the scenes at FUMC doing just that. . . but all year long!   
 
Below are a few ideas  you can to do in observance of Lent 
 
•  Put a bowl on the kitchen table. Ask your family to drop their extra 

pocket change in the bowl each day from now until Easter.  
• On Fridays during Lent, try fasting for at least one meal to remind you 

of Christ’s sacrifice. 
• Sundays during Lent are known as “little Easters.” Go to church. Cele-

brate with a picnic.  
• Read Isaiah 53:3–12. What does it mean to you that Jesus suffered 

for our sins?   
• Plant flowers in honor or memory of someone you love.  
• Take a walk. Spend some time alone with God.  
• Collect canned goods, and deliver them to a food bank. 
• Go to church.  
 
*Amended from Upperroom 2019 STUFF TO DO DURING LENT Anne 
Crumpler 

  Click Here! 

Fumchobbs.org 

FUMC is back on the web!  

Please check out our new web-

site.  We hope you will find the 

website a great tool to keep up-

to-date on events.   Prayer re-

quests and donations can easily 

be made directly on the site as 

well.  Open Hyperlink above or 

copy and paste address to visit! 

Jeanette Case 

Jeanette has been an active FUMC 

member since 1971.  Currently, she 

donates her time “behind the scene” 

every Thursday,  helping to organize 

the church library, audit membership 

books and organize membership 

cards.  When asked why she volun-

teers, she replied “ to feel useful and 

keep myself moving”.  Before the 

pandemic, Jeanette volunteered at 

the elementary school library depart-

ment, where she and Debbie Hender-

son helped Lisa Kemp.  Being in a 

school is not new to Jeanette.  She 

taught 3rd grade for 20 years at 

Broadmoor elementary (in the same 

room and grade).  Jeanette is also an 

avid reader, enjoying historical and 

Christian fiction mainly.  It was her 

love of books made her a great fit for 

the church library.  Her final interview 

remark was “check your shelves and 

return those books!”  Thank you, 

Jeanette!  You are a good and faithful 

servant. 

https://fumchobbs.org/


 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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AJ Bellows, Lincoln and Shelby  Hunter show off their crafty Valentine creations! 

The children’s program is getting back in the 
groove of meeting together and having fun. We 
recently had a Valentine craft night- Valentine 
crafts turned into a fun paper airplane competi-
tion! We look forward to our upcoming events, 
and can’t wait to be together again for Sunday 
School- we sure miss all our sweet kiddos!  
 
Love & Blessings, 
Nicole Hunter, Children’s Ministry Director  
 
Upcoming Events:  
 
Wednesday, February 24th from 6-7pm, jumbo 
game night in the Kidmo room 
 
Wednesday, March 10th from 6-7pm, scavenger 
hunt in Kidmo room 
 
Wednesday, March 31st from 6-7pm, glow in the 
dark Easter egg hunt!  

Newly Formatted Weekly Newsletter 
 

Now, more than ever, it is important to communicate 
news and happenings with you in a timely manner. This 
month, we will begin sending weekly emails that in-
clude announcements, ministry highlights, prayer re-
quests, attendance, budget information, and more. 
Please watch your email for information on when these 
weekly updates will begin, as well as simple instruc-
tions to help ensure that the weekly newsletter comes 
to your inbox (rather than promotions or spam!). 
 
The weekly newsletter will be timely and brief. We will 
print out these updates and mail them to those who do 
not have access to internet. Our monthly newsletter 
will now come to you quarterly, filled with holy high-
lights from the life of our church, while our weekly 
newsletter will enable our ministry leaders to keep you 
up-to-date with the latest news and happenings. If you 
are not currently receiving emails from the church, 
please contact Myra Pizzo in the office so that she can 
include you in future communications.  



 

March 3--Pork Chops, Mac & Cheese, Veggies, Rolls, Salad, Dessert 
 
          10--Lasagna (Red Beef Sauce or White Spinach) Meatballs,      
     Garlic Bread, Salad, Dessert 
 
          17--Loaded Chicken & Potato Casserole, Veggies, Salad, Rolls, 
     Dessert 
 
           21--Spring Break (No WNL meal) 
 
           31--Bacon Cheeseburger Casserole, Veggies, Salad, Rolls,    
     Dessert 
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ONGOING CONCERNS 

WNL MEALS  

Ongoing Prayers:    Joan Tucker, Levi Whitley, Artie Hart-Corelis, Sheryl 
Reid, Don Hammer, Corey Hunter,  Joy Thompson, Sergio, Molinar Sr., 
Monisha   Langford,   Griffin Snider, Glenda Chandler,  Jasper O’Briant, 
Bill Bentley, Glenda Lewis,  Eugene Cross, Suzette Deckert , Baby Sarai 
and her mom-Melissa, Pat McMurray, Larry Wilcox, Jeanette Head, 
Shirley Baird , Stephen and Val Kuitu, Kristen and Kelly Kuitu, Scott and 
Allison Mulkey, Ray Caraway, Margie Boiler, Mary Blymn, Sue Pate,  Troy 
Norman, Condolences to the Paul Powell family    

RED DOOR YOUTH 

Play Ball! 

Praise Jesus! Youth has been meeting 
in person for the month of February 
and we are averaging around 15 kids! 
During a time where social interac-
tion is limited, RedDoor Youth pro-
vides a safe place, physically and spir-
itually for teens. We share a meal, 
play some socially distanced games, 
and learn about Jesus and His plan for 
our lives. In the next few months, we 
will be preparing to graduate several 
of our high school seniors.  Senior 
Sunday is tentatively set for May 23rd. 
We will keep you up to date on the 
details as it gets closer.  Thank you 
for all of your support of this ministry 
and these great kids! 
 
Nancy Driskill and Bryan Cheney, 
Youth Leaders 



    Alfred Henry Ackley was born in Pennsyl-
vania in 1887. He showed great promise as 
a child, and his musician-father personally 
tutored him before sending him to New 
York City and London to study music.  Alfred 
attend Westminster Seminary in Maryland, 
and he was ordained into the Presbyterian 
ministry in 1914.  After pastoring a church 
in his home state of Pennsylvania, Alfred 
was called to a congregation in California.  
   It was there in 1932, that Alfred met a 
Jewish man to whom he began witnessing; 
but the man resisted the Christian faith, 
saying, “Why should I worship a dead Jew?” 
That statement played on Alfred’s mind . 
Raising early to prepare for the day, Alfred 
flipped on the radio as he shaved and was 
astonished to hear a famous liberal preach-
er in New York say:  “good morning—it’s 
Easter!  You know, folks, it really doesn’t 
make any difference to me if Christ be risen 
or not.  As far as I am concerned, His body 
could be as dust in some Palestinian tomb.  
The main thing is, His truth goes marching 
on!” 

Alfred wanted to fling the radio across the 
room. “It’s a lie!” he exclaimed.   
   That morning, Ackley preached with great 
vigor on the reality of Christ's Resurrection, 
and he did the same at the evening service.  
But later that night, he was still angry  over 
his friend’s question and the morning’s ra-
dio sermon.  Alfred went to his study, 
opened the Bible, and re-read the Resurrec-
tion account from Mark’s Gospel and began  
writing the words to “He Lives.”  A few 
minutes later, he had put piano to the mu-
sic, composing one of the church’s most 
endeared Easter hymns. He is not here; for 
He is risen, as He said.  Matthew 28.6a 

 

Right Click the picture 

right to open hyperlink 

to musical version  “He 

Lives” by Alabama 2015 

and  Enjoy!!! 
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MUSICAL TREASURES: “He  Lives”—1933 

Morgan, Robert. Then Sings My Soul. Thomas Nelson, 2003.  

By the Numbers 
by Karen Hobbs 

 
 

Thank you to Endowment 
A big thank you to the Endowment Committee for approving a $45,000 distribution to the church 
for the exterior stucco.  This is the largest distribution they have ever made.  This would not be 
possible without the faithful stewardship of the funds entrusted to this group. 
 
The Endowment was started in 1995 by the initial board of Jim Miller, Joe Walker and Karrel Lewis.  

It has continued to grow to $1.8 million today, thanks to the generous gifts received over the years.  

For those who were around to remember Jim Miller, he was a permanent part of the Finance Com-

mittee for many years.  I had the pleasure of both serving with him here at church, and working 

with him at the accounting firm that bears his name.  His hand was and is still all over this church.  

When I came to work here, I hoped that he might be pleased to have me in this position, continu-

ing his good work.  I still use spreadsheets today that he set up, and while I confess to making some 

changes to them, I promise I didn’t change anything without giving it a whole lot of thought, and 

wondering if he would agree.  I think Jim Miller would be proud of how the Endowment has grown, 

and how it has provided for this church for many years to come. 

Budget Budget

January January Total January

2021 2021 2021 2020
 

Total Receipts $36,212 $58,333 $700,000 $38,740

Total Expenses (46,888) (58,333) (700,000) (46,297)

Receipts Over (Under) Expense ($10,676) $0 $0 ($7,557)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxJuBTHzd3Q


The purpose of CRU is helping to fulfill the Great Commission in the power of 
the Holy Spirit by winning people to faith in Jesus Christ, building them in their 
faith and sending them to win and build others through varied ministries on  

campuses, urban areas and programs like   
Athletes in Action and CRU Military, and the 
production/distribution of The “Jesus” film. 
Cru was originally founded as Campus Cru-
sade for Christ in 1951 when Bill and 
Vonette Bright began the ministry on the 
UCLA campus. God gave Bill a vision of the 
total fulfillment of the Great Commis-
sion throughout the world.  “We are only a 
part of God’s workforce to accomplish that 
vision, but we are passionate about playing 
our part and about helping others play 
theirs. From the 
beginning, we 
have sought to be 
a caring communi-
ty on mission to-
gether.” 

CRU Ministry 
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Peggy began cultivating her musical career in Pecos, Tx (known for cotton and 

cantaloupes)  at six years old, when she began taking piano lessons.  She found that 
she didn’t like piano but really enjoyed singing with the piano during her last piano 
recitals.  She has many fond memories of singing as a child; singing a solo in her 4th 
grade play, and being a singing and dancing feature at a PTA meeting.   

Peggy enrolled in choral music in high school under Mr. Carrico; where one of 
her highlights was making a recording of “O Holy Night”!  Pecos Methodist choir 
director, Kenneth Mills took Peggy to McMurry College to audition for Dr. Von 
Ende.  She received a $200 music scholarship.  She met the love of her life, Jimmy 
Drake at McMurry.  Jimmy was at McMurry on a track scholarship.  They married in 1961, eventually moving to 
Hobbs, NM to raise their two children.  Jimmy taught and coached football/track for the Hobbs Eagles!  Jimmy and 
Peggy attended Asbury Methodist  Church, which was in south Hobbs, where she joined the choir and loved it!  Be-
loved Quincy Wham, long  time Hobbs piano and choir teacher was the FUMC music director.  The Wham family 
( Quincy, her husband Bob and son, Bob Jr.)   were  also “musical treasures” and considered the bass of the choir.  
When Aldersgate Methodist Church (St. Paul’s )opened up, Peggy was asked to move over and help establish a 
choir and several preachers later… Peggy and Jimmy moved their membership to First Church on a Easter Sunday 
and she, once again, joined the choir under the direction of Carol Barnes.  Peggy has been a FUMC choir member 
and soloist ever since!   

  When asked what her favorite song is to sing, she replied “His Eye Is On The Sparrow”.  She also commented 
that  she is drawn to more traditional music, devoting most of her volunteer performances to church.  However, 
she did sing at Kristi and Kari Reagan’s weddings.  Peggy worked 25 years as a Hobbs school secretary for Jefferson 
and Mills Elementary.  At one time, she worked for fellow FUMC member, Pat McMurray!  

Being a part of choirs has been a life joy for Peggy.  Musical treasures of Peggy’s consist of:  Bob Lan, Wham 
family, Lawrence & Cathy Cole, Mark Pizzo, Horace & Katherine Ross, Virgil Nelson, Joyce & Cindy Walker, Carol & 
Randy Barnes, Kemper family and Rusty Crowe (ever-ready energy guy). “I know God gave me the gift of singing and 
I want to share His gift with the hope that it brings some joy” said Peggy.  Thank you for sharing your God given gift 
with us, Peggy—you are truly a treasure! 

 
Andrew & Lauren Leong 

FUMC supports the ministry of 

the Leong family, who serve 

CRU in Northern Colorado . 

A Chat with Peggy Drake  
Musical Treasure—Peggy Drake 

https://www.cru.org/us/en/about/our-leadership/our-founders.html
https://www.cru.org/us/en/about/our-leadership/our-founders.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A18-20
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A18-20


Parents’ Day Out may have been down due to 
Covid restrictions at one time, but this ministry is 
not out because the teachers, parents, and little 
people, are all- in!  
 

Yes! These 24 little darlings are being served in-person Mondays and Wednes-
days, 9:00am-1:00 pm and classes are currently full. But don’t despair-hope is 
afloat!  
 
Applications are available if someone would like to place their children on a sub-
stitute list or a waiting list. In the event an absence is anticipated, a parent can 
be phoned allowing a child to substitute into this available space for a day or 
place their child into the program, should an opening become available. 
 
Beth Hammer can bless you with more information at 575.631.1227. 
 
Thank you, Beth, for bringing the love of Jesus to young families in our communi-
ty! We are so grateful that you and your staff are “all-in!”  
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PDO-Parents Day Out-PDO  

Red Cross Clean -Up  
 Kim’s Keys  

Excerpt from “Bible in One Year 2021 with Nicky Gumbel: Day 36” 

There are over 1 million words in the English language and men and women speak about 
16,000 words a day on the average. Words matter and the kind of words and the pur-
pose of the words matter a lot (James 3:5). Every day you have the potential to build or 
destroy with your words. 

Six  keys  to Using Your Words for Good 

1. Listen to wise words. Proverbs 4:1-9 

2. Hold on to the words of Jesus. Matthew 24:1-31 

3. Discern prophetic words. 

4. Speak life-changing words. 

5. Avoid speaking empty words. Job 35:1-37:24 

6. Put God’s words into practice. 
 
I hope that I have shared with you enough words to pique your curiosity. If you want to 
get into the heart of this message, so it can really get into your heart, it is available via 
the “You Version Bible” app, under “plans.” I am happy to help you enjoy this enriching 
resource. An amazing aspect of this app is that you can choose to read the selections 
daily or you can have it read to you-in an English accent!  
 
Here’s to building wisely, like Jesus, giving life, speaking 
wisely, while practicing using God’s words…and with His 
help! 
 
Blessings,  
Kim Van Dyke 
575.397.7777 

The Red Cross Came to 
Hobbs to demolish and re-
move the burned-out re-
mains of a home. This fire 
happened about five weeks 
ago. First United Methodist 
Church Missions team 
served them lunch on Sat-
urday. People helping peo-
ple—that’s what we should 
all be about.  The body of 
Christ in positive action! 
Thanks, Missions team, for 
leading by example:  Brent 
Van Dyke, Paul Campbell, 
Donnie Hill, Pastor Nick, 
Pastor Blossom, Becky 
McMurray, Kim Portillo, 
Cathie Ross, Victor Saldana. 



Change—I love it: learning new things, 

adapting, engaging and sharing my day with 

new people!  As a retired vocational Business 

teacher/school counselor for 34 years, working 

as the media director for FUMC has definitely 

been a change and as usual, I loved it!  I en-

joyed learning the new software, having a crea-

tive outlet, and working with the FUMC staff.  

The FUMC staff are happy, positive people, 

who genuinely love God and the Hobbs com-

munity.  It’s been fun!   

However. . . I have resigned my position and 

with this “change”, some additional changes will occur.  The talented, Shelly Snow, will take on the 

additional duties of developing Sunday slides and maintaining the new church webpage.  The week-

ly guide will be receiving a new, modernized look to deliver fresh information in a unique style 

made by our own, Many Hats, Myra Pizzo!  As for the newsletter, a “change” to quarterly issues of  

Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter is being considered.  Personally, I am excited about these new in-

novated changes for our church. Now is a good time to assess what we do and look for ways we can 

be better.   Change—love it and if not, change it!   In closing, thank you for the loving support and 

affirmation I have been given as your media director.  As usual, I’m looking forward to change!      

                                                                                                                                          Sincerely, Teresa Parks  

Galatians 6:10 
10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all peo-
ple, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.  

Special Delivery! 

Some WNL meal participants picked up a special 

valentine as well as a hot meal.  “Caring Valen-

tines” was the most recent service projects of 

FUMC, where handcrafted cards, with loving 

messages, were delivered.  The weather created 

some unforeseen issues for the “special deliv-

ery”, delaying/canceling the intended hand de-

livery to some recipients, but regardless of de-

livery method,  each card was sent in love! 

Pictured Left to Right:  Barbara Webb and Brenda Crowe 

CHANGE 



2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

Pantry Staples 

Always needed:  

“Super” Souper Bowl 

Thanks for putting your game face on and helping to fill the 

church food pantry.  What a team effort and big win for the com-

munity we serve!  Well played my friends, well played!  The 

MVP’s for the event deserve a shout out—thank you, Myra Pizzo, 

Walt Case, Shannon McClain, Cathie & Kevin Ross, Don & Donna 

Bryant and Toliver Thomas for   your hours of commitment and 

unselfish “assists” for the good of  team—God’s team! You are 

shining examples of true MVP’ s, Most Valued People! 

mac & cheese 

canned vegetables 

canned beans 

spaghetti noodles 

canned soup 

peanut butter 

dry cereal 

canned milk 

rice 

tuna 

hamburger helper  

canned fruits 

dry beans 

spaghetti sauce 

ramen noodles 

grape jam 

oatmeal  

dry milk 

pasta noodles 

canned chicken 

MVP’s Not Pictured:   
Don and Donna Bryant 
Cathie and Kevin Ross 

Myra Pizzo 

Galatians 6:2 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/6-2.html


 

BEHIND SCENES Cont.  From page 2 

A smile can’t be masked!   Pictured L to R: Jeanette and Walt Case, Diane Roberts 

 

Service With A Smile ! 

A picture says a thousand words and this picture speaks love, joy, 

friendship and  sweet servitude.   WNL 

meals are delivered to approximately 

20 people and served to additional 70 

drive up each week.  Many people 

work behind the scenes, making this 

happen; compiling orders, cooking,  

and delivering.   WNL has been one of 

the few service events to continue 

throughout the pandemic and credit 

must go to the wonderful, faithful vol-

unteers!   

 

We appreciate you for giving 
your time/skills to “serve”, 
literally and spiritually! 
 
Cooks:  
Mark Pizzo, Cindy Walker 
 
Drivers: Dr. John Kernan, Paul 
and Sherry Campbell, Missy, 
Ethan, and Kara Reist, Mark 
and Karen Whitaker 
 
Carry Out Window: 
Brenda Crowe, Diane Roberts, 
Kim Van Dyke 
 
Orders/Money Collections:  
Myra Pizzo 

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully ad-
ministering God’s grace in its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10  


