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Praying-In the New Year  

 
It may go without saying that 2020 was a long and arduous year. As we enter 2021, 
we have hope for new and better things, and yet the simple truth is that we will still 
feel the ripples of 2020. One of the best ways to express both our sense of hope and 
of concern is to PRAY. Prayer enables us to confront hard realities with confidence 
and faith. For the last two years, FUMC started off the new year with a shared goal of 
reading through a book of the Bible together. As we enter 2021, we are inviting you 
to a similar shared experience, this time with a month-long season of intentional 
prayer. 
 
Speaking of prayer, we want to thank all those who prayed for our family as we dealt 
with Covid-19 and the Flu. We were blessed by your love, support, and prayers in so 
many ways. Your gifts of love were so appreciated, and the surprise bags and baskets 
of food on our doorstep were like manna from Heaven. It is both humbling and heal-
ing to count on others for basic provisions (this is also referred to as “grace”). We 
thank you so much for your thoughtfulness over these last few weeks. We are also 
very thankful for our dedicated, talented staff and volunteers who stepped up to the 
plate in countless ways. Thank you. 
 
So, as we enter 2021 in a season of prayer, in addition to offering prayers of THANKS-
GIVING for your love and support, and prayers of SUPPLICATION for our community, 
there is one more type of prayer we want to invite you to join us in praying this Janu-
ary: 
BREAKTHROUGH PRAYER: If we ever needed Breakthrough Prayer, it’s now! We will 
be drawing from Sue Nilson Kibbey’s excellent book on prayer, “Flood Gates: Holy 
Momentum for a Fearless Church,” from our personal experience, and of course, 
from Scripture. Kibbey explains the concept of Breakthrough Prayer like this: 
“Breakthrough prayer is asking God to do new works, new miracles we cannot do 
ourselves, without limits. It does not replace any other traditional forms of prayer. It 
is additive.” Does anyone else have something in their lives that only God can accom-
plish? Let’s pray about it! 
 
Please join us for this Breakthrough Prayer series beginning Sunday, January 3rd. Also 
watch for updates on a Small Group which we will offer on the topic of Breakthrough 
Prayer beginning mid-January (likely by Zoom). May God fill this New Year with a 
renewed sense of His presence, purpose and power in your life, 
 

Pastors Nick and Blossom Matthews 
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“Living in a rural area made life so simple.  As a child, I started piano lessons at 9 and began playing piano at church at 10.  
I immediately started serious practice that continued until college.  After marriage, Joe and I moved to Hobbs and joined 
Southern Heights, where I was in the choir and played the organ.  This is where Cindy played organ too, many times un-
der Bob Lanes’ direction.  There was a group of youth, the Asburyians that were great.  There was about seventy in num-
ber, in this group, concertized all of NM.  At closure of Asbury (Southern Heights) our family moved to First Methodist.  
On our first Sunday, I was asked to play the organ.  From that point, I so enjoyed choir and all the music!  I’ve had many 
wonderful experiences.  Along came Pastor Dick Clemmer and the church began to really grow.  The new sanctuary pro-
vided room for larger choirs.  There was always a Christmas cantata!  In 2002, I was asked to be music coordinator.  I saw 
many opportunities and began getting volunteers for grades 1 thru 3, grades 4-6, high school, early service, chancel 
choir.  I also directed 3 bell choirs, one of which was a men’s bell choir!!  Again, Bob Lane came forth to direct the chan-
cel choir and Alice Sappington was there to help.  She was and is a great service to our church.  Special voices are and 
have been Peggy Drake, both Bob and Robert 
Wham (Wonderful basses) Larry Hanna, Law-
rence Coll, Kathy Coll.  Roy Showalter filled our 
hearts with clarinet.  Our Rusty Crowe always 
had a great cantata with voices and instrumen-
tal sections. He even let me play harp.  He and 
Cindy give us terrific music every Sunday.  One 
incident that was significant to me was then I 
arrived at church to be faced with the 9-11 
news.  We quickly organized to have medita-
tions with music. .  .All day.  Music was used to 
help with a very difficult day.”  Joyce Walker 

“Music has its own language and is different for each of us!”      Joyce Walker 

DID YOU KNOW. . . 

JOYce to the World! 

Music is a vital part of any worship  

and ministry.  In general, it’s   a key 

component in general life. 

 

 FUMC worship has been blessed by 

many, many  talented, servant 

hearted musicians through the 

years; each with their own unique 

talents and musical stories.  This 

issue and a few upcoming news-

letter issues will spotlight a some of 

these gifted musicians. We would 

like to extend a special thanks to all 

that share their God given musical 

talents with FUMC and our commu-

nity.  We  “rejoice” in you!  

 

To our readers, hope you enjoy 

getting to know a little more about 

some of our musical treasures—

past, present and future!   

 

“Hears” to a great New Year and a 

fresh start, Teresa Parks 
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Joe Walker, Robert Lane, Mike Brewer, Joyce Walker, Byron Gwyn and John Walker , cast of  “The Boyfriend” musical early 1960’s 



MUSIC—DOES IT SPEAK TO YOU? 
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Alice— doing two things she 

loves; making music and 

being with family/friends! 

Music is invaluable. Leaders in the fields of science and medicine are figuring 

out what many have known for centuries. They are keying in on the fact that 

music does kill pain, reduce stress, better our brains, and basically change the 

way we experience life. Science has also confirmed that music provokes memo-

ries to the point where we don’t have to hear a specific song. We just think of 

the song and the memories come flooding in. I feel certain I am not the only 

one to have experienced this. 

Music has purpose in worship. For one thing, music teaches us the Gospel in a 

spiritual and compact way. I reckon you still remember some songs you learned 

in Sunday School, VBS, and church when you were younger. Secondly, music 

allows a unique way for us to connect to God. C’mon, you know you feel it 

when you sing! Also, music is a way to worship God with our entire being. It 

inclines our hearts to Him in ways other forms of worship cannot. Lastly, we are 

called to sing praises to the Lord and sing in His presence. Mu-

sic that honors God causes our hearts to sing, and when our 

hearts sing, worship happens! 

To say music does not speak to me would be a huge under-

statement. I have loved music my whole life, I am pretty 

sure. Whether it was listening to my mama sing at home , or 

listening to the singing in church and my Uncle Paul playing 

the organ, or the Montgomery sisters across the street sing-

ing as they washed dishes and then later singing and playing 

guitars  on their front porch, music has filled a huge spot in 

my soul. I saw a meme on Facebook that said something like 

“80% of my grey matter is taken up with song lyrics.” I also 

think probably 9% more is taken up with melodies and harmonies. 

So, in this year of “The ‘Rona,” let us take to heart the words of Hans Christian 

Anderson, “Where words fail, music speaks”, as well as those of Martin Luther, 

“My heart, which is so full to overflowing, has often been solaced and re-

freshed by music when sick and weary.” Let the music speak!   

Alice Sappington, Praise Team Leader 

“I started playing the piano when I was 3 years old. Mom thought I was too 
young to start giving me piano lessons but she changed her mind when I would 
play the songs I heard her students play during their piano lessons.  
 
I attended Southern Heights/Asbury Methodist Church in south Hobbs until 
1975 when the church closed and we joined First United Methodist Church. 
Asbury is where I began playing the piano and organ for services when I was 
12.  Mom organized a youth choir group at Asbury and I played the piano, gui-
tar and banjo for the group.   
 
When we joined First Methodist Church, I started playing the organ and piano 
for church services. I have been fortunate to work with talented music direc-
tors at church; mom, Carol Barnes, Robert Lane and Rusty Crowe.  I was given 
the gift of musical talent. Sometimes I wonder if this talent would have been 
developed if I hadn’t been adopted and adopted specifically by Joe and Joyce 
Walker.  God placed me in the exact loving, musical home needed for me to 
grow into the person  I was meant to be. God is good!”    Cindy Walker 

A MUSIC FILLED LIFE 



 

 

 

 

A Child is Born . . . Children’s Ministry 
For the season of Advent, children have 
had opportunities to participate in 
weekly Advent readings and activities 
with their families through Advent Ad-
ventures! The Advent Adventures 
books are an interactive, family guide 
to fun-filled, faith-infused, Christ-
centered experiences that remind us 
that Jesus is the real meaning of Christ-
mas! About 50 children received Ad-
vent Adventure bags, with each bag 
containing all of the supplies needed to 
complete the activities.  My prayer is 
that through Advent Adventures, chil-
dren and their families, prepare their 
hearts for the birth of Jesus.  That we 
all may know that the greatest gift any 
of us could ever receive is Jesus!  
  
Thank you for helping 33 children in 
our local community receive Christmas 
gifts through the Salvation Army Angel 
Tree Program. One of the best attrib-

utes of our church family is the con-
sistent kindness and giving spirit that is 
given to people all around the world.  
All of the children received a warm 
coat, a new outfit, and 3 wish list items.  
The wish list items varied from trucks, 
legos, arts & crafts, baby dolls, stuffed 
animals, board games, interactive 
learning toys, skateboards, and bikes! It 
is amazing to know that we have been 
given the opportunity to help bring the 
joy of Christmas into so many homes 
through this ministry.  Love & Blessings, 
 
Nicole Hunter,   
Children’s Ministry Director  

 

4 

  

“Jesus Loves the Little Children. . . “ 

javascript:window.print()


As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into 

the world.    JOHN 17:18 

 

5 

Away In a Manger . . . 

SENT ADVENT CELEBRATION Go Tell It On the Mountain . . .  

SENT ADVENT CELEBRA-
TION 
SENT ADVENT CELEBRA-
TION 

Family Christmas Eve Service  



History of Hymns 

“To God be the Glory”  
by Fanny J. Crosby 
 
“Praise the Lord, praise the 
Lord,  let the earth hear his 
voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the 
Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father 
through Jesus the Son, and 
give him the glory, great 
things he hath done.” 

 

Frances Jane Crosby’s 
hymns are among some of  
most popular songs sung by 
Methodists. Crosby (1820-
1915), who became blind as 
an infant, was a lifelong 
Methodist. She began com-
posing hymns at age 6, be-
came a student at the New 
York Institute of the Blind at 
15 and joined the faculty of 
the Institute at 22, teaching 
rhetoric and history. The 
hymn sited above “rejoices” 
in the promises of God and 
our redemption.   

 

To learn more of the history 
of Methodist music, right 
click on cross below, select 
“open hyperlink”.   

 

 

 

 

 

To hear this timeless hymn, 
right click on note below, 
select “open hyperlink”.  Let 
the rejoicing begin! 

 

 

 

The New Year will usher in a new Bible 
study facilitated by Kim Portillo Wednesday 
nights at 6 pm through Zoom.  Please con-
tact the church office (397-7777) to sign up. 
Below  is a short summary of this “fierce” 
new study.  

“As we explore their lives, we will discover 
how we too can live into our callings, honor 
the Lord, and even change the world 
through our courage, faithfulness, and obe-
dience. Bible Study Features: A six-week study of lesser-known 
female characters in the Bible. Helps women consider how they 
can be fierce women of God. “ 

By the Numbers 
by Karen Hobbs 
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January Bible Study—”Fierce” 

Joan Tucker, Levi Whitley, Artie Hart-Corelis, Sheryl Reid, Don Hammer,  
Corey Hunter,  Joy Thompson, Sergio Molinar Sr., Monisha   Langford,   
Griffin Snider, Glenda Chandler,  essential workers, Jasper O’Briant, Bill 
Bentley, Dot Fredrickson,  John Witherspoon, Michael’s family, Bert 
Galindo, Glenda Lewis,  Barbara Gross, Eugene Cross, Condolences to the 
family of Cate Gould 

Let Us Be Glad and Rejoice  Isaiah25:6-9 

javascript:window.print()
https://video.search.yahoo.com/search/video?fr=mcafee&p=youtube+to+god+be+the+glory#id=9&vid=da6ba2c486d8ee8db2c3612097f2c724&action=view
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/history-of-hymns


“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us  
rejoice  and be glad in it.”           Psalm 118:24 

January Menu (*subject to change) 

6th   Chicken ‘A La King, Rice, Rolls, Salad, Dessert 

13th   Chicken Fried Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Veggies, Rolls, Salad, Dessert 

20th   Shepherd’s Pie, Rolls, Salad, Dessert 

27th   Chicken Spaghetti, Rolls, Salad Dessert 
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BE AWARE 
Community Announcement 

 
NOTES OF THANKS 
 
The FUMC staff would like to thank the 
SPRC and the FUMC church family for 
their generous and thoughtful love of-
fer and card.  As a staff, we give 
“thanks with a grateful heart” that we 
are able to serve God in such a caring 
community.  We deeply appreciate the 
gift  but we “rejoice” in the act of  ap-
preciation even more.   
 
Thank you, church family! 
 
 Sincerely, FUMC Staff 
 



Kim’s Keys  
 
Wow! It is amazing when I get to share keys that do not belong to me. For example, I get to share (as do you) about Jesus, who was 
sent as the greatest gift of all time.  Accepting Jesus and His gift of salvation is the key that unlocks the entrance to heaven, so join 
me in sharing keys that aren’t ours to keep to ourselves. 
 
A key to progressing in our journey to discover how, where, and why we are sent to share the Christ that God sent at Christmas. We 
are privileged that Christs sends us. Through the Advent Study “Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope at Christmas,” by Jorge Acevedo, 
we have had (as of 12/15/20) twenty three people who  have participated in the Sunday morning, 9 am study, eight in the Wednes-
day evening study and fifteen in the Sunday zoom study with approximately eight involved in self-study.  
 
An Advent “Sent” Finale occurred on  12/20/20 in which the three study groups met, discussed and identified each one’s own recog-
nition of the personal call to be “sent.”  Pray for hearts to be tender towards the call God has placed on lives and that spirits are 
tenacious to press in and press on when challenges arise. 
 
May you embrace the Christ of Christmas all year long, remembering He is the same yesterday, today and forever. May you live like 
you believe He is the Light of the World and so let your light shine as you look for the light in those around you! Give Christ this 
Christmas…and key’p giving in 2021… 

We are in “Big Soup” ministry 

that is! 
As I worked in the mother-baby area of the hospital for 28 
years I was encouraged when our neonatologist would 
look at a baby having some challenges and state “baby be 
fine.” On the other hand, if a baby was facing some high-
level interventions, he would say “baby in big soup!” He 
was usually right about his predictions!  
 
Another prediction made is from John 16:33 “…In this 
world you will have trouble.” Thankfully, the story does 
not end there, but continues, “But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.” Christ is overcoming the world and 
is encouraging hearts through the soup ministry of FUMC, 
dubbed lovingly as Ding Dong Ditch by Brenda Crowe.  
 
As of 12/15/20, forty-four people have received the lov-
ing ministry by receiving soup baskets consisting of soup, 
crackers, juice, jello and pudding during times when life is 
causing people to feel like they are in “big-soup!” Fifteen 
people have served through shopping, soup preparation, 
basket deliveries, get-well card writing and have thus re-
ceived heart health from helping. Call the church office if 
you know of someone in need of some “big soup…in a 
good way!” 



IN HONOR 
Pizzo children and grandchildren 
Donna & Don Bryant 
Amanda Bryant 
John Brooks 
John & Cathy Klepper 
Kaleb & Ryder Hobbs 
Gary Don & Nedra Reagan 
Rosalie Pappas 
Nelda Nelson 
Elaine Richeson 
Gary & Laurie Fonay 
Bud & Avis Hobbs 
Dan & Sandi Socolofsky 
Dot Lane 
The Clausson Family 
The Finley Family 
The Campbell Family 
Betty Campbell 
Dick & Betty Forrest 
Dan & Nancy Zeller 
Donnie & Leslie Hill Children and grandchildren 
Brad, Kent, Kyle Nelson 
Ken & Judy Bromley 
Crowe Children 
Cindy & John Walker 
Arita Van Dyke 
Mark & Myra Pizzo 
Shannon Bush 
Rusty Crowe 
Pat Dunn 
Ann Callaway 
Lucinda Laro 
Noah Marshall 
Dorothy Fowler 
John Kiutu 
Christene Mitchell 
Christy Hepp 
Justin Hill 
Starlit Shaw 
Mary Blymn 
Ceci, Erica, Taylor, Mason, Kinley, Hudson, Ryen 
Christian & Todd Germany 
Bettye Barnes 
Lorna Jackson 
Lori White 
Jake, Luke, Gregory & Shalie Jackson 
Joyce Kemper 
Laci, Craig, Jillian Lockwood 
Wesleyan Sunday School Class 
Jane Cross 
Joyce Walker 
 

IN MEMORY 
Our Parents 
All Covid deaths 
Boddie & Katherine 
Vickie Waller 
Nicole Nemeth 
Bob & Lou Sappington 
Betty Brooks 
Paul & Nell Trout 
Bob Lane 
Ray D & Anna May Hill 
Frank & Barbara Houston 
Jimmy & Jean Dinsmore 
Mr. & Mrs. J.B. Farwhaun 
Mr. & Mrs. R.L. Nelson 
Bill & Elizabeth Gottshall 
Linday & Jack Kernan 
Toliver, Marion, Vevette Thomas 
Jose & Julia Salcedo 
Dick Thomas & Lily Huerta 
Sherry Busch 
Dave Busch 
John & Amanda McGraw 
Harold Bryant 
Scotty Blymne 
Judy Stocking 
Leon Thompson 
Graham Byrom 
Tim Sagerty 
Sue Evrage 
Alan Richards 
Bea Winford 
John Germary 
Robert Lane 
Joe Walker 
Ramona Haynes 
Effie Thomas 
Bertha Harris 
Freddie Kemper 
John & Shirley Jackson 
Charlie Thompson 
Pat & Ray Asson 
Nobel Cross 
Sharon Langford 
Robin Arnold 

LOVING DONORS 
 

Mark & Myra Pizzo 
Mary Blymn 
Randy & Karen Hobbs 
Alice Sappington 
Paul & Sherry Campbell 
Donnie & Leslie Hill 
Virgil & Linda Nelson 
John & Gay Kernan 
Toliver & Anita Thomas 
Jeffery Busch 
Corey, Nicole, Lincoln, Shelby 
Hunter 
Brenda & Rusty Crowe 
Joyce Walker 
Don & Donna Bryant 
Nancy Driskill 
Joyce Thompson 
Kim Portillo 
J.R. & Suzanne Holler 
Bill & Pat Richards 
Colleen Germany 
Lemma White 
Karen and Bob Jackson 
Stewart & Sara Sroufe 
Cindy Walker 
Tony, Vicki, Andrew, Matt Grieco 



Happy New Year! 

 

 

 

Lord, You make all things new 

You bring hope alive in our hearts 

And cause our Spirits to be born 
again. 

 

Thank you for this new year 

For all the potential it holds. 

Come and kindle in us 

A might flame 

So that in our time,  

many will see the wonders of God  

And Live forever to  

praise Your glorious name. 

Amen 

Silent Night, Holy Night . . . 


