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Special points of interest 

• Souper Bowl-Feb. 7th 

• Valentine’s Day-Feb. 
14th 

• Ash Wednesday—Feb. 
17th 

• Lenten Study-Feb. 21 

• Upcoming Study—
Forgiving What You 
Can’t Forget 

Three Things We Are Excited About 
The Season of Lent, which leads us to Easter, begins this month. You may recall that it 

was during the Season of Lent in 2020 that our nation…actually, our planet…went off the 

guardrails with Covid-19. So much so that we had to close our doors for Easter Sunday 

and pre-record the Easter service in the Prayer Garden! While we remain proud of the 

efforts of our church staff and volunteers through that season, we are very much looking 

forward to a Season of Lent in which we can simply focus on Jesus and to an Easter cele-

bration held in the sanctuary! 

With this in mind, we want to share three things we are excited about which are coming 

up soon: 

We will continue our focus on prayer for 2021 through a Lenten worship series on 

“The Prayers of Jesus.” Our Lenten Study also focuses on prayer; we will use 

Sue Nilson Kibbey’s book, “Ultimate Reliance: Breakthrough Prayer Practices 

for Leaders.” Nick and Blossom will lead the study during the Sunday School 

hour at 9am, beginning Sunday, Feb 21st, and Kim Van Dyke will lead the study 

on Wednesday evenings at 6pm, beginning Feb 24. An on-line option, lead by 

Debbie Cooper, will also be offered.  The book is $10; call the church office 

(575.397.7777) to register for the class and reserve your book.  

Ash Wednesday is Feb. 17th, and we are offering two opportunities to receive ashes. 

You may recall that we provided Drive-Thru Ashes last year. This was before 

drive-thru events became popular due to Covid-19; we simply offered Drive-

Thru Ashes as a way to reach more people within our community! This year, we 

will provide Drive-Thru Ashes from noon to 1pm under the FUMC portico on 

the East side of the church, and we will also provide Drive-Thru Ashes for those 

in line to pick-up their WNL meal at 5pm and following (some may choose to 

receive ashes; others may choose not to – either is fine!). If you are not picking 

up food, please pull into the parking lot, and we will provide you with ashes and 

a blessing! 

And finally, we are inviting those of you who feel God stirring your heart to reach 

our community to participate in a training/equipping incubator that will be held 

throughout 2021: “New People, New Places: A Wesleyan Lens of Fresh Expres-

sions.” We are gathering our FUMC Team and would love for you to be part of 

it. The training begins February 27 (online). Contact us if you would like to re-

ceive the zoom link or more information.  

May we nurture our faith and bear good fruit this Lenten Season, 

Pastors Nick and Blossom Matthews 

Our ministry and mission is to form disciples of Jesus Christ who love God and love others for the transformation of the world.  

February  2021 
 



LOVE 
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Dokrochiwa Village children pictured with vehicle purchased by FUMC Hobbs 

Afehya paaa! (A-fish-i-a-paah) means Happy New Year in Twi, the 
most widely spoken indigenous language in Ghana. This greeting is ex-
pressed from December to the end of February. I hope your 2021 is off 
to a great start! In 2020 we proudly celebrated 10 years of providing 
people with safe access to clean water. We are especially grateful to 
the church and all donors for the continued support and 2020 contri-
butions. Each time I drive the 4x4 I feel so blessed. One of the last wa-
ter projects we completed was named in honor of FUMC of Hobbs. We 
appreciate you very much.  

Our world started with love—God’s 
love for us that he gave his son.  
That’s big Love! Love—a simple   
word, that’s not so simple.  
 
Love is so needed and we all have 
some  we can spare to share!  
 
• Volunteer. There’s no better way 

to bring joy to the life of another 
person than to volunteer to serve 
those less fortunate than your-
self. Volunteering can be life 
changing. 

 
 
 

• Share to Care.  Many of us have 
talents and skills we can share.  
Whether it be cooking, yard 
working or letter writing.  It’s free 
to care and free to  share. 

• Donate. Assess your blessings 
and look for places and people 
that could really use them.    

• Share your TIME with oth-
ers. Jesus  was always spending 
time with others. Take a few 
minutes to offer your company, 
both to your family, as well as to 
people who might be lonely . 

 
       Love ya!—Teresa Parks 
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ONE LOVE...continued February 2021 

I was asked to mention how I was led to this work. While in law school, I spent the summer of 2009 in 
Ghana as part of a summer law program. I studied law and worked at the High Court of Accra. I made 
friends with locals at my hotel who took me to their rural village where I witnessed unimaginable living 
conditions and the suffering of the people. I made a promise to the village of Teacher Mante that I 
would do my best to somehow bring about a positive change. I founded OLW, raised $25,000 and re-
turned the following summer to drill our first borehole in Teacher Mante. This was never my plan, but 
God put this experience in my path and it changed my life, as well as my career path. I wouldn’t have it 
any other way. 
 
Unfortunately, in March 2020, the pandemic caused us to put most projects on hold. Since then, we 
have completed major upgrades to our first water project drilled in 2010. Additionally, our crew has vis-
ited 15 locations, inspected the boreholes, purchased the required parts and are ready to go. We are 
monitoring the COVID cases and hope to resume those projects soon. Our priority remains providing 
people with safe access to clean water. We continue to correspond with community leaders to assure 
water is flowing at our existing 54 water projects providing over 60,000 people with safe access to 
clean water.  
 
After a 10-month closure, most schools were set to reopen the week of January 18. We have about 10 
children whom we provide the means to attend school. Access to internet is a serious problem across all 
of Ghana, especially in the rural areas; this made virtual learning impossible. As for the four children 
who live at our headquarters in Teacher Mante, they received private lessons several times per week 
from a qualified teacher. However, they are very ready to return to school. The students are part of our 
OLW Special Projects; each year this program continues to grow and be a bigger part of our work. 
 
For 10 years our work has been possible only because of our generous supporters. Many of you have 
been with us from the beginning and we need your continued support as we face these unprecedented 
times. I was asked to mention ways that you can give. First and foremost, we appreciate your continued 
prayers. You can donate online at oneloveworldwide.org or mail your donation to 1223 El Caminito, 
Hobbs, NM 88240. You can also give the gift of water in someone’s memory or honor. If you shop on 
Amazon, you can donate simply by shopping on Amazon Smile. Visit the site and select One Love World-
wide as your charity of choice. At no extra cost to you, a percentage of your purchase will be donated to 

OLW. If you shop on 
eBay, you can also 
choose OLW as your 
charity of choice and a 
percentage of your pur-
chase will be donated. 
You can also create your 
own Facebook fundraiser. 
Lastly, any used MacBook 
or iPhone (7 or newer) 
could be put to good use! 
Please email me at kar-
li@oneloveworldwide.org 
for details about phone 
donations or questions 
you may have. Thank you 
for the continued support 
and for the opportunity 
to update you on our op-
eration. One love. 
 
                  Karli McMurray 

Ella (4), Believe (10), Mafia (13), Godsway (16) 
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“Jesus Loves us“ 

1 Peter 4:8   Above all, keep loving one  another 
earnestly,   since   love   covers  a  multitude  of  sins. 

javascript:window.print()
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+4%3A8&version=ESV


Ash Wednesday is the first day of the Christian season called Lent. Lent originated in the 4th 
century, and was initially a time of preparation for those being 
baptized at Easter. Since baptism is an act of introduction into a 
community of faith, the entire community was called to this "time 
of preparation."; a time of  time of self-examination, prayer, fast-
ing, and introspection.  

The ashes symbolize our humility before God, and our desire to 
live responsibly and lovingly as a member of God’s world.  

FUMC Celebration Opportunities: 

12:00-1:00pm Drive Thru (under east portico)  

5:00 pm Drive Thru (WNL pick-up line) 
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Be a Sweetheart . . . 

A Season of Lent 

Ash Wednesday—February 17th 

Valentine  cards and a small gift for our 
COVID-19 avoiding members will be on  
the alter Valentine’s Day.  Please  hand 
deliver them after church Feb. 14th. 
There are about 50 addresses to deliv-
er to so your help is needed.   Please 
contact Brenda Crowe if you are able to 
help deliver. This will be a ding dong 
ditch situation. Please no contact. 
Hand the card to them  and then 
please back away.  Safety is of upmost 
importance. This will, truly, be a 
“sweet” blessing for all!  

. . .and give a card! 

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 

NOTES OF THANKS 
 
Special thanks to Andrea Dodson for 
providing Christmas Scent essential 
oil samples for all SENT Advent study 
members.  Your kindness made the 
evening extra special. Thank you! 
 

We are called to be sent… 
Sent to be a messenger of 
hope”  
 

1 Peter 5:6     6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, 

that he may lift you up in due time.                        

 



By the Numbers 
by Karen Hobbs 

 
 

Year End Recap 
Thanks to the faithfulness and generosity of this church, our total income for 2020 is 
only 4% less than 2019.  Considering the year, I think that is amazing.   
 
Expenses in 2020 were, understandably, less than last year, and less than budget.  Be-
fore closing, we were set to finish the year with a $61,000 surplus to carry over to 2021.  
However, Finance Committee has decided to commit the entire surplus to the next pro-
ject of the Trustees, the exterior stucco.  This surplus, combined with other gifts, re-
serves, and a distribution from the Endowment, will allow us to make much needed 
repairs to the outside of the church building.   

Total Budget Total

2020 2020 2019
 

Total Receipts $683,496 $712,416 $714,066

Total Expenses (683,496) (712,416) (654,284)

Receipts Over (Under) Expense $0 $0 $59,782

 
As we balance the need to meet as a youth group with the need to 
keep our kids safe, we continue to adjust youth activities as needed. 
We began the year meeting via Zoom, enjoying some virtual fellowship 
and some thoughtful discussions about how to handle emotions 
through Biblical principles. In-person Youth meetings resumed with ap-
propriate safety procedures in place on January 24. Regular meetings, 
whether virtual or face-to-face, allow our youth to maintain a con-
sistent connection to Jesus. God is stirring in the lives of our young peo-
ple!  
 
We have some exciting activities planned this spring as circumstances 
permit! To stay informed about Youth events, join our Remind list by 
doing the following: 
text @RedDoorYou to 81010 (for students)  
text @RedDoorPar to 81010 (for parents)  
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Happy 2021 from the Red Door Youth! 

 Joan Tucker, Levi Whitley, Artie Hart-Corelis, Sheryl Reid, Don Hammer, Corey 
Hunter,  Joy Thompson, Sean Guthrie, Sergio, Molinar Sr.,  

 Monisha   Langford,   Griffin Snider, Glenda Chandler,  Jasper O’Briant, Bill 
Bentley, Lewis,  Barbara Gross, Eugene Cross, Laci Lockwood, Jarred McGraw, 
Baby Kallan, Carter Mulkey, Angela Hill, Suzette Deckert,  McNabb family, Hel-
en Little, Baby Sarai and her mom-Melissa, Kent Finley family , Jimmy Don 
Swafford family  

History of Hymns 

Love Divine All Love Excelling  
by Charles Wesley 
 
“Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, to earth come 
down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou 
art; visit us with thy salvation; 
enter every trembling heart. “ 

Charles Wesley was born in 
1707 Lincolnshire, England to 
Samuel and Susannah Wesley, 
youngest of 17 children. 
Charles and his brother, John, 
were founders of the Method-
ist movement.  It is said that 
Charles wrote a poem every 
day and has been averaged 
that he wrote approximately 
10 lines of verse daily for 50 
years.Over the course of his 
life, Charles published the lyr-
ics to over 6000 hymns, includ-
ing Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today, Come Thou Long Ex-
pected Jesus, Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing, O for a Thousand 
Tongues to Sing, Jesus Lover of 
my Soul and Love Divine All 
Love Excelling.  

To learn more of the history 
of Methodist music, right 
click on cross below, select 
“open hyperlink”.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

To hear this timeless hymn, 
right click on note below, 
select “open hyperlink”.  Let 
the rejoicing begin! 

 

 

RED DOOR YOUTH 

javascript:window.print()
https://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/audio-video/audio-features/love-divine-all-loves-excelling.mp3
http://dianaleaghmatthews.com/christ-the-lord-is-risen-today/
http://dianaleaghmatthews.com/christ-the-lord-is-risen-today/
http://dianaleaghmatthews.com/hark-the-herald-angels-sing/
http://dianaleaghmatthews.com/hark-the-herald-angels-sing/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/history-of-hymns


Colossians 3:14  

And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 

February Menu (*subject to change) 

3rd Hamburger Steak, Mushroom Gravy, Mashed Potatoes,  

 Rolls, Salad, Dessert 

10th   Chicken Cordon Bleu Casserole Veggies, Rolls, Salad, Dessert 

17th  Meatloaf (plain/green chile) Scalloped Potatoes, Rolls, Salad, 

 Dessert 

24th   Baked Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Veggies, Rolls, Salad Dessert 
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HOLIDAY GREETINGS 
From Dr. Alfred 

From: Alfred Kabamba 
Sent: Thursday, December 24, 2020 12:02 PM 
To: David Persons 
Subject: Merry Christmas 
  
“Merry Christmas Holyday to you Papa and Mama.  We 
are thankful for all you did for us this year.   May God 
bless you.  Please send my Greeting and my Merry 
Christmas wish to the Hobbs Church members. “   Dr 
Alfred. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A14&version=ESV
mailto:alfredkabamba2@gmail.com
mailto:persons_mulungwishi@hotmail.com


Kim’s Keys  
 
Many Christians learned the four parts of prayer through 
the acronym ACTS. A for adoration, I love you (wow!). C 
for contrition/confession – telling God we’re sorry (oops). 
T for thanksgiving (thanks). S for supplication – asking God 
for what we want (please).  
 
For many years ACTS was my model for prayer, however, 
after a devotional and prayer journaling series, I began 
and have continued using the model of PRAISE. Each 
morning I try to read a devotional, focus on the key verse, 
then I pray and journal. P-praise God for who He is and 
how he is real to me. R-repent(ing) begins with my aware-
ness of what is separating me from living in God’s will and turning away from that practice or atti-
tude). A-acknowledge-who God is, who I am in God’s eyes, where He is working in me. I-intercession/
asking for others needs to be met. S-supplication/asking for my personal growth to occur /needs to be 
met. E-equip, state what activities I will participate in today to grow my spiritual strength and serve 
Christ (read, listen to You Version Bible/positive music, podcasts, study…).  
 
The key to praying is to know it is not nearly as important how we pray but that we pray.  
Why do I pray? I express my love to my Abba, Heavenly Daddy.  
Nothing spells love like T-I-M-E.                                                                                                 

Plans for an upcoming Spring study, Forgiving 

What You Can’t Forget, are in motion.  This study 

touches on many issues effecting everyday life in 

everyday people.  More details to come! 

Identify what's stealing trust and vulnerability 

from your relationships so you can believe there 

is still good ahead with Lysa TerKeurst’s new 

book, Forgiving What You Can’t Forget.  

LOOKING FORWARD 



Let’s Tackle Hunger! 
 
Sunday, Feb. 7th will be FUMC’s annual Food Basket Ministry Food Drive.  This event helps fill the 
pantry for the upcoming year.  FUMC currently helps 28 families each month with emergency food 
baskets.  There are also additional walk ins asking for assistance  Last year FUMC helped 123 
adults/110 children.  This year the amount has increased to 263 adults/180 children.  Your help is 
needed and appreciated! 
 
Food donations can be placed in the Sanctuary 
on your team’s side.  Thank you for your sup-
port and giving heart.  The pantry is in need of 
the following: 
 
Mac & cheese, canned vegetables, canned 
beans, spaghetti noodles, canned soup, peanut 
butter, dry cereal, canned milk, rice, canned 
tuna, hamburger helper, canned fruits, dry 
beans, spaghetti sauce, ramen noodles, grape 
jam, oatmeal, dry milk, pasta noodles, canned 
chicken 
 

Kara competed at the Arts 

International Talent Showcase, Dec. 

13, 2020 in Orlando, Florida; placing 

1st place  in a highly competitive 

singing  competition. Kara Roberts, Hobbs High School junior, daughter of 
Donnie and Diane Roberts,  has treated FUMC with 
her musical talents for several years.  “Music start-
ed for me as a toddler. I found myself always sing-
ing around the house, in my room, and even riding 
my scooter around the neighborhood. My very first 
performance was in second grade at our very own 
First United Methodist church. I sang “Our God” by 
Chris Tomlin. I was terrified but it was amazing 
getting to finally sing in front of people. Music has 
changed my life in so many ways. I feel spiritually 
and emotionally connected to songs that have 
meaning to them and that is why I cherish perform-
ing worship music. I’m not sure who I would be 
without music being so significant in my life’s jour-
ney. My favorite memory from church is singing a 
song when I was in elementary school and Pete 
Chaverria was brought to tears. I had no idea how 
much this gift I was blessed with could affect peo-
ple. Pete gave me a huge hug afterwards and told 
me that no one can ever take away the gift I have 
and to keep blessing people with it. Lastly, I have a 
couple ideas for my future in music. I have thought 
about attending Hillsong College to pursue a degree 
in performing praise music. Another option is to see 
where my own music writing can take me. It is all a 
journey that I am very invested in. I cannot wait to 
see where it takes me!”   

FOR LOVE OF MUSIC . . . Kara Roberts 
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What the World Needs Now . . .LOVE 

John 13:34  “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one another.”  

Show God’s Creations Some Love 
 

No doubt you are teaching your children or grand-
children that Valentine’s Day is about love. Con-
sider giving them one of God’s creations to love. 
Browse gifts.worldwildlife.org for the perfect 
choice. The organization (WWF) offers adoption 
options for 140 amazing creatures, plus 60 cute 
plush animals to choose from. Give the gift and 
talk with your young person about loving all of 
God’s creatures.  
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