
SENT—The Gift of Hope 

December 2020 
 

Our ministry and mission is to form disciples of Jesus Christ who love God and love others for the transformation of the world.  

As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them . . . —John 17:18  

Advent and Christmas season are just around the corner! 
As the very challenging year of 2020 comes to a close, we wanted to update 
you on a few items and share some special events prepared for you: 
 
• Advent Study: We have three opportunities to participate in this year’s 

Advent Study, “Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope at Christmas.” Call the 
church office to speak with Kim Van Dyke or Myra Pizzo to sign up and 
reserve your book! 

Sunday School in John Wesley Hall: The study begins on Sunday, Nov. 29th at 
9am, led by Paul and Sherry Campbell (Nov 29); Trevor Bellows (Dec 6); 
Stewart Sroufe (Dec 13); and TJ and Teresa Parks (Dec 20).  
Wednesday Night Live Study: Join Kim Van Dyke in John Wesley Hall at 6pm 
following WNL dinner, beginning December 2nd.  
Zoom Class: Join Debbie Cooper for our online Zoom study! Begins Nov. 
22nd at 3pm. 
 
• “Blue Christmas” Online Service: This has been a tough year. With Covid

-19 and all its ripples (family separation, financial strain, anxiety and de-
pression, and grief over the loss of loved ones), it can be hard to get in 
the Christmas spirit. Join us Sunday, Dec. 6 at 6pm for a special online 
event (and invite your friends), as we talk about feeling blue during the 
holidays, discuss ways to lift our spirits when we are feeling low, light 
candles to commemorate our experiences this past year, and sing Silent 
Night a cappella.  

 
• Christmas Eve Services: We have planned two Christmas Eve services 

this year, in faith that we will be able to meet in person. By offering two 
services, we can provide more social distancing for those in attendance. 
We will also stream both services on Facebook Live. Our 4pm Family 
Christmas Eve service will include a children’s nativity, while our 6pm 
Classic Christmas Eve will include classic musical selections. Both ser-
vices will include Christmas carols, candlelight and a Christmas message. 
We will also offer Holy Communion in the chapel from 5-5:45 pm.  

 

• Special Christmas Offering: Our Christmas Eve offering goes to ministries 
outside the walls of the church. This year, the offering will be divided 
between Isaiah’s Kitchen and Sacramento Camp (which has taken a big 
hit this year). This will enable us to provide practical help for those strug-
gling this Christmas season, as well as for our beloved Methodist camp-
ing ministry. 

 
May God’s grace and peace be with you all this holy season, 
 
Pastors Nick and Blossom Matthews 
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Special Points of Interest 

• Hanging of Greens  Nov. 29th 2 pm 

• Memorial Poinsettias Orders Due 

• Angels due Dec. 16th 

• PDAP Gift Wrap—Dec. 16-18, 21-23 

• Advent Service of Senders Dec. 20th  
6 pm 

• Christmas Eve Services 4 & 6 pm 

• January bible study—Fierce 

 



 

Thank you so very much for the beautiful Nambe 

cross.  Every time I look at it I will be reminded of you 

all with much love.  I was so blessed to have been on 

staff at First UMC.  You all were such a special bless-

ing to me and continue to be.   

With Love, Karen Jackson                     Philippians 1:3 

Dear Church Family, 
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Hope. . .What a wonderful gift to re-
ceive!  Advent is a season of expectant 
waiting and preparation for the Savior.  
Unfortunately, this season of joy is 
shaded by another season of ex-
pectant waiting. . . waiting caused by 
the pandemic.  Many of us will never 
experience a greater need for the sea-
son of hope and peace, then now.  
Take heart, God works while we wait. 
We are on His time and the advent 
season reminds us that God comes 
through on His promises. He decides 
the right day, place, and time! Please 
share with others the message of 
hope, peace, joy, love that comes with 
knowing Jesus.  It is truly the most 

precious gift we can give!   
If you feel this holiday season is 
tougher than usual or if you know of 
someone that is having a difficult 
time, reach out and connect!    We all 
go through the “season” one day, one 
week, one step at a time!   
I hope you enjoy reading the advent 
quotes in this issue and feel 
“connected” to your church family.  
Each was “sent” with hope and love!     
 
Merry Christmas--Teresa  Parks 
 
 

Jesus, the HOPE of the world! 
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Sue Maddox 
The second candle is Love 

 

 

Christmas  begins, not 

simply with Mary, Joseph 

and the baby, but Christ-

mas begins with God. 

 

 
 

Maddox Cont.  “Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love Divine; Love was 
born at Christmas; Star and angels gave the sign.” (Christina Rossetti 1865)  
 
Love came to us at Christmas.  The whole world sings!  Sue Maddox 

Children’s Ministry 
For the season of Advent, each family will be given an “Advent in a bag”.  

Inside the bag, you will find an Advent Adventure book for each child, 

and all the supplies needed to complete the activities as a family.   I hope 

you all find these adventures to be fun and joyous during the Advent sea-

son.  I pray this time together is full of fun and excitement, and that it al-

so touches your hearts as we prepare for Christmas.  Please take pictures 

of some of the activities and post them to our private Children’s Ministry 

of FUMC Hobbs Facebook group.  If you are not a member of that group 

and would like to be, please let me know and I will get you added to it!  

This year, we will be having a family focused Christmas Eve service at 

4:00 pm.  During this service, children will participate as characters for 

the Nativity Scene.  If you would like your child or grandchild to partici-

pate, please contact me so I can add them to our list and make sure they 

have a spot! It is so much fun to see the children dressed up and repre-

senting the characters of the Nativity Scene- I think they all enjoy it too!  

 

Love and Blessings,   

Nicole Hunter, Children’s Ministry Director  
 



 

Cate Gould, Joan Tucker, Levi Whitley, Artie Hart-Corelis, Sheryl Reid, Don 
Hammer, Connie Gray, Corey Hunter, Charlie Mendoza, Joy Thompson, 
Sean Guthrie, Todd Bailey, Sergio Molinar Sr., Monisha   Langford,   Jerry 
Bullock, Baby Griffin Snider, Glenda Chandler,  Shirley Baird,  Sue Pate, Bob 
and Dot Lane,  essential workers, Kenny Arther, Stephanie Heffner, Jasper 
Braint, Peggy Drake, Shon and Ann Williams,  Bill Bentley, Don and Pam 
Gerth, Renae Gerth, Tom Snook Sr., Trish and Gene Ruiz, Condolences to 
family of Mary Nave 
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Lemma White 
“Sometimes I confuse joy with 

happiness.  Then I realized 

that joy is determined from 

within.  In fact, joy is a fruit of 

the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23.)  

For me this means God is the 

One who produces joy in us as 

we grow to be more like Jesus, 

(John 16:22.)  There is a song 

that expresses the joy in me.  

“This joy I have the world did-

n’t give it to me and the world 

can’t take it away.”  God 

knows everything, He manag-

es everything, and He loves 

us.  Surely this is enough for a 

fullness of joy beyond words.” 

WNL December Menu—Drive Thru Only 
 
2nd—Spaghetti w/meatballs & Italian Sausage, garlic bread, salad,    
 dessert 
 
9th—Oven fried chicken, mashed potatoes, veggies, rolls, salad,   
 dessert 
 
16th—Pulled pork sandwiches, corn, potato salad, slaw, dessert 
 

By the Numbers 
by Karen Hobbs 

 

Budget Report as of October 31, 2020

Year to Date Year to Date Total

Actual Budget Budget Year to Date

2020 2020 2020 2019
 

Total Receipts $505,919 $593,680 $712,416 $519,999

Total Expenses (497,233) (593,680) (712,416) (532,669)

Receipts Over (Under) Expense $8,686 $0 $0 ($12,670)

 

Pastor Nick and Blossom provided 

Election Day Communion, Nov. 

4th as an opportunity for com-

munion, prayer and personal re-

flection during a time seen by 

many as divisive and embattled. 

The event was well attended. The 

attention that day was placed on 

the true leader, Jesus Christ!  

                 ***** 

 

  

JESUS 2020 



STAFF APPRECIATION 
At First United Methodist 

We are blessed as a church. 
Our staff is so wonderful, 

They never leave us in a lurch. 
The blessings we received, 

let us pass on with joy. 
Drop your donations in the plate 

Easy-peasy oh boy! 
 

Mark Donations to FUMC and tagged 
“staff Christmas gift” and turn into 

church office by December 13, 2020 
 

1 John 4:9 
 
By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His 
only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 
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Pete, Donna & Garret 
Chavarria 
Verse:  Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV) 
 
6 Do not be anxious about any-
thing, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanks-
giving, present your requests to 
God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which transcends all under-
standing, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Lighting this candle during Ad-
vent reminds us of the peace that 
God gives us when we ask 
Him.  Our family has had to pray 
over and through many situations 
in the past several years.  This 
verse has helped us to have faith 
and to build our faith, in times of 
trial.  Just knowing that the situa-
tion is in God’s hands, not ours, 
and not looking at the physical 
circumstances or what we can 
currently “see with our eyes,”  

Chavarria Cont. —Peace 

 
guided us to a literal “peace that passes all understanding”.   We also pray this 
when we pray for others who are having trials.     
 
It helps to know and believe that inner peace has very little to do with your exter-
nal surroundings and very much to do with a wholeness of your heart, mind and 
spirit, being at rest.   
 
The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses his people with peace. 
~ Psalm 29:11. Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. ~ Psalm 
34:14. Consider the blameless, observe the upright; a future awaits those who 
seek peace. 
 
God bless our Nation, our Leaders, our church, our family, and our friends! 
 
Love, The Chavarria Family 



Happy December from FUMC Red Door Youth! 
 
The Youth held a fantastic Socially Distanced Laser-Tag event in late October. In Novem-
ber, we held a real life version of Among Us, a popular video game. Both were well attend-
ed! We also continued to host weekly Youth meetings each Sunday from 4-6PM before 
taking a hiatus for Thanksgiving break. A steady group of 12-18 youth regularly bring 
friends to join in the food, fellowship, and faith. Attendance has been affected by the pan-
demic, but not as much as we expected. Masks and social distance remain mandatory for 
Youth events.  
 
Lessons have focused on knowing Jesus, and letting Jesus know us on a personal level. Our 
young people are gaining maturity in their understanding and application of biblical princi-
pals and are engaging in deeper discussions about their faith.  
 
Plans for December are uncertain and will depend on government health orders. As al-
ways, our priority is to keep kids safe and healthy while giving them the opportunity to 
experience God through fun and fellowship. To receive updates about Youth events, text 
“@RedDoorYou” to 81010.  
 
Bryan Cheney 
Nancy Driskill 
Red Door Youth Ministry Leaders 
youth@fumchobbs.com RED DOOR MINISTRY—Youth 
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“Behold, I Bring You Good Tidings of Great Joy that 
will be for All People!”    Luke 2:10 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 

Community Angel Tree  

FUMC will be helping the Salvation Army with their 

2020 Angel Tree.  The Angel names are dispersed on 

various trees in the hallway outside the Sanctuary.  If 

you would like to participate, take a Angel name from 

a tree.  When you have finished shopping for your an-

gel, please put all items (unwrapped) in a large bag 

with the Angel Tree tag, and bring it back to the 

church.  The deadline for all Angel Tree items to be 

returned to the church is Wednesday, December 16th.  

We will pray a blessing over these items before they 

are delivered to the Salvation Army.  

Merry Christmas to All!     Nicole Hunter 
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Randy Hobbs  

Christ Candle  

 

“Melting wax – As a kid the 

hand-held candles for a 

candle-light Christmas Eve 

service were thrilling.  I got 

to hold my very own candle 

and have time in the dark.  I 

would pick off the previous-

ly melted balls of wax and 

play with them. Might have 

even done this once as an 

adult!  Now this service has 

a whole new meaning for 

me.  The Christ Candle the 

tallest on the wreath is a 

symbol of Jesus coming to 

earth becoming flesh and 

MELTING together the oth-

er 4 candles into it.  Just 

like He came and melted 

Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace 

into Him…our fulfiller of 

prophecy, our light!     Cont. 
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 First United Methodist Church of Hobbs  
Leadership for 2021 

 
Members:  Lay Delegates, Lay Leader, SPRC Representative, Finance Representative, Trustees 
Representative, Church Treasurer, Youth Representative, Ministry Teams Representatives, and 
United Methodist Men President. Ex officio: Pastors and Program Staff. 
 
Administrative Council Chair:  Paul Campbell 
Lay Leader: Trevor Bellows 
Lay Delegates: Corey Hunter, Trevor Bellows  Alternate Lay Delegate: Dr. John Kernan  
 

Lay Leadership Committee 
Chairpersons: Pastors            Co-Chair: Lay Leader 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance Committee Chair: Gary Schubert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lay Leader, Endowment Committee Representative, SPRC Representative, and Trustees Repre-
sentative Ex officio: Pastors and Finance Secretary 
 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair: Gay Kernan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lay Leader  
Ex officio: Pastors 
 

2021 2022 2023 

Diane Fenner Roberts 
Bob Jackson 
Ken Floyd 

Kim Van Dyke 
Corey Hunter 
Pete Chavarria 

Jeanette Case 
---Mark Pizzo 
Karole Hunt 

 2021 2022 2023 

Judy Bromley 
Gary Schubert 
-------------Pat Dunn 

Kay Culp 
Jared Sloan 
Bill Richards 

Angela Hill 
---Stewart Sroufe 
Janice Baber 

2021 2022 2023 

Gay Kernan 
Angela Justice 
Donnie Hill Sr. 

Lorna Jackson 
Sue Wallach 
Debbie Cooper 

Janet Cross 
---Paula Smith 
Diane Fenner Roberts 

Thanks to all who have agreed to serve FUMC:  past, present and future! 

Hobbs Cont. 

 

John 1:9-14  

 

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the 

world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 

He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who 

did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become chil-

dren of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a hus-

band’s will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 

us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 

Father, full of grace and truth.” 



Ex officio: Pastors and Finance Secretary 

Missions Team 

Co-Chairs: Paul Campbell and Brent Van Dyke 

 

 

 

 
 

Worship Team 

Chairpersons: Pastors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ex officio: Pastors, Director of Music Ministry, Accompanists, Praise Team Leader, Audio Visual Staff 

Member 

 

 

 

2021 2022 2023 

Tracy Headstream 
Donny Roberts 
TBA 

Bob Jackson 
Ken Floyd 
Kenny Fadke 

Amanda Bellows 
---Marcia Schubert 
Cindy Stout 

2021 2022 2023 

Brent Van Dyke 
Paul Campbell 

Amanda Bellows 
Becky McMurray 
Donnie Hill Sr. 

Kim Portillo 
Cathie Ross 
Victor Saldaña 

2021 2022 2023 

Ken Floyd 
Jamie Sloan 
Mary McVay 

Sherry Campbell 
Danny Hunt 
Virgil Nelson 

Jenna Arthur 
---Christy Hepp 
TBA 
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Board of Trustees  

Chair: Elected by Committee 

2021 2022 2023 

Patty Floyd 
Finn Smith 
Brandon Arnold 

Mark Stout 
Pat McMurray 
Guy Baber 

Alice Sappington 
---Shannon Bush 
Andrea Dodson 

Endowment Committee  

Chair: Finn Smith 

LET’S GET WRAPPING! 

 

PDAP will be wrapping 

gifts  Dec. 16-18, 21-23 

from 8 am-8 pm at FUMC.  

This wonderful service is  

an annual fundraiser for 

PDAP, a program housed 

and supported by FUMC 

which provides guidance/

support for individuals and 

families effected by drug 

abuse. It is critical that we 

continue to provide sup-

port to our community 

outreach programs during 

the pandemic.   

“Ho, Ho, Ho”—Stewart 



John 20:21 
So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 
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Congregational Care Team 

Co-Chairs: Judy Bromley and Danny Hunt 

 

Brenda Crowe, Pat Dunn, Shirley Haley, Virgil Nelson, Myra Pizzo, Pat McMurray, Judy Brom-

ley, Danny Hunt 

 

Hospitality Team 

Co-Chairs: Kim Van Dyke and Sherry Campbell 

 

Sunday Greeters coordinators: Donny and Diane Roberts  

New Visitor Outreach: Barbara Wallach  

Special Events Greeter coordinators: Paula Smith and Lemma White 

 

*The team is comprised thirty-five members; the above coordinate the different ministries of 

the team. 

 

Children’s Ministry Team 

 

LeeAnn Fiero, Donna Chavarria, Leslie Hill, Amanda Bellows, Amy Donahue, Shalie Jackson, 

Angela Hill, Chelsea Schindler, Laci Lockwood, Director of Children’s Ministries  

 

Youth Ministry Team 

 

All Youth Parents, Director and Assistant Director of Youth Ministries 

 

Other Leadership Roles 

 

Liturgists for Worship Kim Van Dyke, Maria Fierro, Kim Portillo 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

Memorial Christmas poin-

settias are a cherished holi-

day tradition at FUMC.  If you 

would like to participate in 

this beautiful visual event, 

you can do so by sponsoring 

one or more poinsettias in 

honor or memory of loved 

ones and friends.  Your $10 

donation per poinsettia helps 

to maintain the floral decora-

tion for our church. Sign up 

outside church office or call 

church office to order. 

 

January Bible Study—”Fierce” 

The New Year will usher in a new Bible study facilitated by Kim 
Portillo Wednesday nights at 6 pm through Zoom.  Please contact 
the church office to sign up so books can be order and the Zoom 
class developed.  Below  is a short summary of this “fierce” new 
study.  

“As we explore their lives, we will discover how we too can live 
into our callings, honor the Lord, and even change the world 
through our courage, faithfulness, and obedience. Bible 
Study Features: A six-week study of lesser-known female charac-
ters in the Bible. Helps women consider how they can 
be fierce women of God. “ 

 



Feeling a little blue? It's been a hard year, and not everyone is feeling the holiday spirit. If you have experi-
enced the loss of a loved one, challenging financial circumstances, or general anxiety or depression, join Pas-
tor Blossom for a Blue Christmas conversation and blessing on Sunday, December 6th at 6pm by Facebook 
Live. We also need volunteers to pray for those attending the online service. Contact Pastor Blossom if you 
are available to be part of the Blue Christmas prayer team.  

FUMC—All Are Welcome! 
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*Advent Study Change* 

SENT—The Gift of Hope 

study will be held in Susanna 

Wesley Parlor instead of 

JWH.  The current number of 

participants safely meets 

social distance recommenda-

tions.  If attendance numbers 

were to increase, location 

will be reconsidered.  Your 

safety is our first concern.  

Option 1-Nov. 29th at 9 am, 

Option 2 Dec. 2 at 6 pm and 

Option 3 is currently meeting 

on Zoom, Sundays at 3 pm. 

 



SENT!   




