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St Mark’s United Methodist Church 

December 2021 Newsletter  

  Breakthrough Prayer Initiative 

St. Mark’s has been praying this prayer for the entire year of 2021. 

“Lord, we lift up St. Mark’s to you and each person connected to this community of faith. May your 
Spirit break through anything that holds us captive. Please do what we cannot do ourselves. Change 
what we cannot change ourselves, including you changing us without limits. In the name of Jesus 
our Savior, Amen.” 

For the last several weeks we have been sharing during worship the different places where we have 
seen God answer our breakthrough prayers. Some of the things you have shared are: 

New People attending worship and joining the church 
Children in Sunday School and singing on Sunday’s 
Youth Group/Confirmation Class 
New Staff: Klyde, Jennifer, Oye, Violette, Jeff, & Sean                                                       
Baptism of Flora 
The churches finances 
The food Pantry 
Fellowship Time … to name just a few. 
We are now asking you to share breakthrough prayers in your life as well as the life of the church by 
writing them on a poster board placed near the entry way of the sanctuary. Our goal is to incorporate 
our breakthrough prayer into every aspect of the church life, opening all meetings with this prayer, 
sharing this prayer in worship, and each of us praying this prayer privately several times through 
out the week. It does not have to be an “out loud” prayer, it can be silent and personal, God still 
hears as we seek God’s direction and wisdom going into 2022. The book below “The Open Road” by 
Sue Nilson Kibbey has been the basis for forming, developing, and implementing our Breakthrough 
Prayer Initiative and we wanted to share it with you in case you would like to read the book and/or 
look at some of the stories from other churches that have launched a Breakthrough Prayer Initiative. 
Or visit the website at https://www.snkibbey.com/open-road/ 

 Serving Christ Beside You, 
The Breakthrough Prayer Team 
Pastor Bonnie, Janet Walker, Dave Mankin, Sandy Ashley, and Melissa Starks. 

Children’s Christmas Program will be 
Sunday, December 19th during our 

9:30 AM service. 

https://www.snkibbey.com/open-road/
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In the event of severe weather, 
please watch KCRG, Channel 9 
for notices and cancellations 
regarding church events.  
According to current church 
policy, if the Cedar Rapids 
Public Schools are cancelled, 
then all church activities are 
cancelled, and the church  
offices would have limited staff 
based on their ability to get to 
work.  

Update on Christmas Dinner 

 

After much prayer and consideration I have decided to NOT have the  

dinner again this year. Continuing concerns over vaccinated and  

unvaccinated persons and safety are the reasoning this will be  

postponed until 2022. Many, many people are needed to make this hap-

pen and everyone that has helped in the past are deeply appreciated and 

hopefully we will be able to have this in the future. St. Paul’s UMC is plan-

ning on having a pickup and delivery of dinners on Christmas Eve.  You 

are more than welcome to take advantage of this by calling 211 at United 

Way. There will be an update in the December newsletter for available 

time on the 24th!! 

 

Thank you to all of those that have volunteered in the past and  

hopefully we will be able to have this in 2022. 

 

Thanks and Prayers to all, 

 

Becky Figge  

Important Office 
Dates 

 
 Office will close at 

noon on 12/24 
(Christmas Eve) 

 
 Office will close at 

noon on 12/31 (New 
Year’s Eve) 
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One Worship Service or Two? 
 

As you are all so aware, on March 15, 2020, St. Mark’s held it’s last in-person worship service for the next 11 
weeks due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. This first shut-down included Easter Sunday, 2020. We were allowed to 
begin holding in-person worship again on June 7, 2020 until November 15, 2020, when we were shut down again 
over Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas, 2020. During the time we were allowed to hold in-person worship 
from June 7th until November 15th our average in-person attendance was twenty-five people total which included 
4 to 8 people that were helping with technology and leading worship. Since January 10, 2021, we have been     
allowed to hold in-person worship and we have consistently done so since that date.  

When we were allowed to open back up the first time it made the most sense to hold only one worship service. 
We were dealing with very few people that felt safe helping with attending the worship service. We were not     
allowed to have a choir and we were limited as to how many people could attend the service. We started out live 
streaming the service from my phone because we had no equipment in place to live stream any other way. We 
had John Robeson running the video camera, Aaron running sound, and leading music, as well as Luigi and   
Jason helping sing the hymns. Our children’s Christmas program and our Christmas Eve Service last year were 
done virtually thanks to Aaron, Mandy, and John Robeson. 

Since January 10, 2021, through November 28, 2021, our average in-person worship attendance has been sixty-
three. The average has increased to seventy-five for October and November. We have continued to blend both 
the music and the worship style for this one service to accommodate those who prefer traditional music and 
style of worship as well as those who prefer contemporary music and style of worship. Many churches are  
finding themselves in similar situations due to many factors such as those listed below: 

 Not enough volunteers to provide two services. This would include tech people, ushers, greeters, and  
musicians. (Many choirs have decided not to return)  

 

 Lack of in-person attendance. Many people have very good reasons for not attending worship in-person 
such as health concerns, and vulnerability to Covid-19 which makes the on-line option a great opportunity. 
However, splitting in-person attendance for two services would mean having two services that are very  
poorly attended (possibly 30 to 35 in each service) rather than one service that is well attended. It is well 
known that first-time guests coming to a poorly attended worship service will not return.  

 

 Lack of knowledge about the Covid-19 virus containment. We could still have a spike in the virus and/or 
be asked to shut down in-person services again which is much harder to do after doing all work it would take 
to get a second service up and running.  

 

 Lack of knowledge about how many will come back to in-person worship at all or at least not during the 
winter months. On-line worship has been a blessing to many that are not able to attend, and we can expect 
that during the harsh Iowa winters this option will be very popular compared to getting out and driving to 
church in bad weather. It would be nice to get some statistics under our belt on winter worship patterns  
before we add a second service.  

 
We would absolutely love to have enough people worshipping and volunteering in-person to offer two services 
now. However, we also understand why you might not be ready to attend or volunteer yet and we want to respect 
your decision regarding this. Due to the factors mentioned above, I and the Leader Board do not feel it is in the 
best interest of St. Mark’s right now to offer a second service. We will be re-assessing things in the Spring to see 
if a second service at that time would be beneficial. I thank you so much for your patience, your encouragement, 
your support, and your flexibility.  
 
In the meantime, we do have a great in-person and virtual service every Sunday at 9:30 with amazing musicians 
on staff and volunteers helping us praise God! I pray that you will join us as you are able and continue to pray 
for God’s direction for us regarding worship. Please consider volunteering to help with worship services in some 
way if you can. And if you would like two services, please attend in-person if you are able on a regular basis.  
 
We love you; God loves you, and there is nothing you can do about it, 
Pastor Bonnie and St. Mark’s Leader Board 
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Looking to do a little extra giving this Holiday season? St Mark's teamed up 
with Under the Bridge and adopted four families that need a little Christmas 
help for their children this year. Each ornament has the age, favorite thing, 
and favorite color of the children in each adopted family. Call Nicki in the      
office to volunteer! One gift? One child? One family? You choose your gift of 
giving.  

We are asking that all gifts be dropped off by December 18th. Drop off location is 1030 5th Avenue SE 
Suite 1500. 

 Kies Newsletter 
 

Click on the link   to read the full newsletter from 
Larry and Jane Kies! 

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?
ui=2&ik=7d8fa419c0&attid=0.1.1&permmsgid=msg 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/11M7wIhDBrs_raTwWlY4-bcIWZFuhNJSf2sI1oz6UuLk/edit?usp=sharing
file:///C:/Users/admin/Desktop/Kies newsletter 2021-4 Nov-Dec - Google Docs_files
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  1 
 
9:00 AM - AWE 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 

2 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and 
Girls Club 
 
6:30 PM - SPPRC 
Meeting 

3 
 
7:30 AM - Men’s  Bible 
Study 
 
9 AM - AWE 
 
1:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 

4 
 
 

5 
 
9:30 AM In-Person 
Worship Service and 
Facebook Live and 
video on website 
 
9:00 AM Children’s 

Sunday School 
 
4 PM - SMASH 

6 
 
9:00 AM—AWE 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
9:00 A< - WIC 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 
 
 
 

8 
 
9:00 AM—AWE 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 
 
6 PM  - Women’s  Study 
 
6:30 PM - Zoom Adult 
Small Group 

9 
 
8 AM - Tops 
 
9:30 AM - Al-Anon 
 
11 AM - Food Pantry 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and 
Girls Club 
 
 
 

10 
 
7:30 AM - Men’s  Bible 
Study 
 
9 AM - AWE 
 
1:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 
 
 

11 
 

12 
 
9:30 AM In-Person 

Worship Service and 
Facebook Live and 
video on website 

 
9:00 AM Children’s 

Sunday School 
 
4PM - SMASH 

13 
 
9:00 AM—AWE 
 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 

15 
 
9 AM - AWE 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 
 
6:30 PM - Zoom Adult 
Small Group 

16 
 
 
8 AM - Tops 
 
9:30 AM - Al-Anon 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and 
Girls Club 
 
 

17 
 
7:30 AM—Men’s  Bible 
Study 
 
9 AM—AWE 
 
1:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 

18 
 
 
 

19 
9:30 AM In-Person 

Worship Service and 
Facebook Live and 
video on website 

 
9:00 AM Children’s 
Sunday School 
 
 

20 
 
9:00 AM—AWE 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 

22 
 
9 AM—AWE 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 
 
6:30 PM - Zoom Adult 
Small Group 

23 
 
8 AM - Tops 
 
9:30 AM - Al-Anon 
 
11 AM - Food Pantry 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and 
Girls Club 
 

24 
 
Christmas Eve 
Office closing at noon 
 
 
 
6:00 PM - Christmas 
Eve Service 

25 
 

Merry Christmas 

26 
9:30 AM In-Person 

Worship Service and 
Facebook Live and 
video on website 

 
9:00 AM Children’s 
Sunday School 
 
4PM - SMASH 

27 
 
9:00 AM—AWE 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 

28 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 

29 
 
9 AM—AWE 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and Girls 
Club 
 
6:30 PM - Zoom Adult 
Small Group 

30 
 
8 AM - Tops 
 
9:30 AM - Al-Anon 
 
2:45 PM - Boys and 
Girls Club 

31 
 

Office closing at noon 

 

      Sunday Morning 
Worship 
*Worship will be 
offered online at 9:30 
AM through Facebook 
and the website.  
 
Office Hours 
9 AM— 3 PM   
Monday-Friday 

    December 2021 
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Our Faithfulness in Church Attendance  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

December Birthdays 
 
Aloni Ikizakubuntu     1  
Shawn Carnahan     2 
Addy Furman     2 
Betty King      2 
Dorothy Pool      2 
Julie Burke      3 
Ken Eaton      5 
Melissa Starks     6 
Luke McNamara      8 
Diana Robeson      9 
Erica Schwarting     10  
Sara Perez      11 
Barry Ash      12 
Julie Hartman     12 
Connie Clark     15 
Logan Miller      15  
Aisha Shimilimana     15 
Mason Ward     17  
Gavin Ward     17 
Hank Smaill      20  
Peggy Hill      21 

Stewardship Report 

 

 

 

   
 

Keith Kjosa      22 
Therese Rowell     22 
Jeannette Mankin     23 
Emmanuel Mussamba    24 
Parker Salee     24 
David Berry     26 
Terry Markwitz     26 
Jeff Miner     26 
Donna Hill     27 
Judy Johnson     27 
Deb Shields      27 
Terry Carleton     29 
PJ Rasmussen     30 
Jim Jensen     31 

 
December Anniversaries  

 
Larry and Mary Elgin      1 
Rod and Judy Johnson     12 
Elden and Arlene Moon    16 
Lyle and Peg Watts     17  
Emmanuel Mussamba     24 
Carroll and Arlene Brown                                      30                  
      

Please let the office know if we missed your  
special day,  

#396-6361. Thank you! 
 

Date 9:30 AM  
In-Person 

Facebook Live 
Views 

Website 
Views 

Totals 

11/07/21 84 26 5 115 

11/14/21 85 41 39 165 

11/21/21 73 22 19 114 

11/28/21 84 32 8 124 

Totals 326 121 71 518 

 

Due to COVID-19 
We offer 1 service Sundays at 9:30 AM in 3 venues: 
1. In-person (please call or email the week ahead & 

mask) 
2. Facebook Live (St. Mark’s UMC—Cedar Rap-

ids) 
3. Video under the WATCH  tab on website 

(stmarksumccr.com) 
 

Church Activities are back to in-person. 
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St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
4700 Johnson Ave. NW 
Cedar Rapids, IA  52405        

Return Service Requested 

Pastor Bonnie Koeppen  
(319) 540-5917 

bonnie.koeppen@iaumc.net 

 

Director of  Children’s  Ministries 
Oye Lawson 

oye@stmarksumccr.com  

 

Director of Music & Youth Ministry  
Sean Murphy 

sean@stmarksumccr.com 

 

Administrative & Social Media Assistant 
Nicole Karns 

adminassist@stmarksumccr.com  

accountspayable@stmarksumccr.com 

 

Director of African Ministries 
Helen Armstrong 

 

Financial Secretary 
Chuck Weber 

chuck@stmarksumccr.com   

 

Accompanists 
Michele Gibson 

Klyde  Ledamo 

Jeff Stobb 
 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church Staff 

 

Office Hours:   
Monday - Friday  9:00 AM - 3:00 PM   

#319-396-6361  www.stmarksumccr.com 
Facebook: St. Mark’s UMC—Cedar Rapids 
Instagram: st_marks_umc_cedar_rapids  

Pastor’s Blog: bonniekoeppen.squarespace.com    

mailto:mandy@stmarksumccr.com

