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Musings
“Every animal of the forest is Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. I know every bird of the mountains,
and the creatures of the field are Mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and
everything in it is Mine.” Psalm 50:10-12

J.D. Greear is the Pastor of Summit Church in Raleigh. In June J.D. was voted to be the newest
President of the Southern Baptist Convention. That is a very honored position for a fellow
North Carolinian, a young Pastor, and a man who has been used to preach the Gospel to
many near and far. He led a college Bible Study that grew from late-night dorm conversations
to a gathering of a couple hundred. He served as a Missionary overseas & now serves a
church being used to transform the lives of college students in a very secular part of our
state.
I listen to J.D.’s sermon podcasts regularly as I drive. Often he is the backdrop of trips to
hospitals, doctor appointments or Associational meetings. His style has influenced mine &
the fact that I listen to the podcasts at 1.5 speed has influenced my rapid speech (I’m trying
to slow down).
At our August Church Business Meeting I felt led to challenge Berea to step out in faith to see
our area won for Christ. I spoke very honestly about the fact that our budget is not keeping
up with our growing Youth & Children’s ministries and that our service struggles to staff them
as well (August is the Business Meeting where we approve the Budget as well as the
Nominating Committee’s annual report).
It was hard for me to speak so boldly. I felt like I was questioning / criticizing a church that
has loved me for the 4 ½ years we’ve been serving together, something I hesitate to do. At
the same time I see the enormity of our facilities and sit back in awe of what God desires to
do with them.

Inside this issue
� 5th year of AWANA begins!
� Auction/Raffle coming Soon!
� Fall Schedule starting...where
is God calling you to Serve?

This week, while doing the dishes I was once again listening to the Summit Church’s podcast
when Pastor J.D. said this:
“I want you to pray for unutilized church assets around the country and here in Raleigh
Durham, you’ve seen them as well as I have, they’re just sitting there, they’re churches that
are dying inside. I want you pray that one of two things would happen...that God would either revitalize that church or that He would take that asset which is worth billions of dollars
once you add them all up and He would put it in the hands of some of our Church Planters or
Church Planters like ours around the country that would take them and leverage them and
use them to extend the Mission of God. Why not ask God to do that.”
Hear the full message at: https://jdgreear.com/broadcasts/came-rome-part-2/

NEW SERMON SERIES

Wow! I find that offensive and yet very true. Was he talking about Berea? Not yet…
What I see in these words is a Pastor who desires to see the lost saved so much that he is
praying God will do “Whatever It Takes.” A Pastor praying that the hearts of Church Leaders
will be open to give to the Kingdom, even if it means sacrificing to self.
Was he talking about Berea? No… not yet… but to make sure it doesn’t become about us, will
you join me in praying that God will revitalize this church? Will you pray that He will use the
resources here to win lost souls in Elizabeth City? Will you be willing to do “Whatever It
Takes” to see Him glorified and His mission extended?
Love You all,
Jason

MARK 2:1-12

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons

Wilton Bray - Reflections
Bill Durham
Fahey Harrell - Secretary
Frank Lilly - Chairman
Doug Pritchard
Doug Rogerson
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman
Next Meeting:
Monday, September 10, 2018

To those who have accepted His redemption and have
been set free from the slavery of sin, the blood of
Christ is precious.

You were redeemed from the empty way of life
handed down to you from your forefathers...with
the precious blood of Christ, a Lamb without
blemish or defect.
1 Peter 1:18-19
Deacon Training September 29 @ Corinth Baptist Church.
More details coming soon.

Handyman Ministry Updates

Pictured Left: This

ramp was built for Mrs.
Earlene Harris, a faithful member of
Berea Baptist Church. Our prayer is that
this ramp will help her family more
easily get her in and out of the house.

Thank God for the opportunity to
minister to people through the
building of ramps and to share
with them in prayer.
"God is Good"

This ramp was built for
Shelby Mansfield who has suffered a
stroke and been incapacitated as a
result. This ramp will make it easier for
him to get in and out of his house when
necessary.
Pictured Right:

Silent/Live Auction & Raffle to be Held September 29
The Silent/Live Auction & Raffle is back this year and the committee is looking
for your help! The Auction will be held September 29 at 6:30pm. Dinner will not
be provided, however it is requested that you bring a dessert to share during
the event.
The Auction Committee is requesting baskets or other items including cakes,
pies, etc. for this event. If an individual, class or group would prefer to donate
money, the committee will do the shopping for you.
All help is welcome and appreciated in assembling baskets and /or working the
day of the auction. If you have any questions, please contact the committee.
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Thank you,
Bonnie Chappell, Betty Jones & Becky Winslow
Auction Committee

Students, You Can Serve Now…
Here’s Where:

�Children’s Church/AWANA Helpers
Talk to Mrs. Jessica or Pastor
Charlie to get involved.

�Berea Tech Team

@MACU: Featuring Special guest Speaker Travis Rosen from American Ninja Warrior.

Want to learn how to do the
Visual side of Sunday Morning
services and serve the Lord?
Speak to Pastor Charlie to get
involved!

Upcoming Youth Opportunities:

�LunchTIME
In the fourth chapter of Genesis we find the familiar
story of Cain and Abel. As you may remember, each of
the brothers brings an offering to the Lord, with Cain
bringing an offering of the fruit of the soil which he
cultivated and Abel bringing an animal offering from his
flock. The Lord looks with favor on Abel’s offering but
not so with Cain’s, and with anger in his heart Cain
leads his brother into the field and murders him.
I want to look for just a second not at the murder, which of course was a great
tragedy, but rather at the sacrifice of Cain. To begin, I want you to think with
me about what Cain gave to the Lord. On the surface it seemed to be a
favorable sacrifice. As anyone can attest that has worked in the fields, which I
have, it’s hard work and to produce a crop is no easy feat. I am certain that Cain
did indeed work hard, putting countless hours into producing these fruits that
he would later give to the Lord. After many hot hours in the sun and days upon
days of toil, he had something to give to God and he did. Under normal
circumstances I would say Cain deserved a hearty slap on the back and a good
old fashion “attaboy.” However, you know the story, and you know that God
did not look with favor on Cain’s offering.
I am left asking why? Why after all of Cain’s hard work and effort was his
offering not good enough. The answer is simple, while it’s true the fruit was
good, and Cain worked hard to provide it, the fruit was not the offering that
God wanted or demanded. Much like you and I, Cain put together an offering,
gave it to God and expected God to accept it, but that’s not how God works.

for Berea Baptist
Church Homeschool Students
August 31 & September 28 @
10:45am (meet @ the church to
deliver Meals on Wheels locally
& participate in other service
projects, with lunch to follow)

�Christmas Town @ Busch Gardens
November 25 – Departing after
Morning Worship – Cost TBD

�@MACU

January 27; 4:30pm – 7:30pm
Featuring Special Guest Speaker
Chris Singleton from the MLB,
Worship & More, FREE!

�Sunday

Morning
Breakfast
provided by Youth & EDGE Sunday
School (Be in the Kitchen by
8:30am)
October 14
December 9

�Sunday

Bible

Study

�Wednesday

Bible

Study

Morning
10:00am – 11:00am
Night
6:30pm – 8:00pm

It leaves me to wonder how often I approach ministry the same way. How often
do I look at my offering, my sacrifice, and expect God to accept it because I
worked really hard. How often do I expect God to be pleased because my hands
got dirty or because I stayed busy all day “serving?” The approach I should be
having is to seek out the place where God would have me, or the offering God
is demanding and give Him that instead. It may not be what I expect or put me
in the place I think I should be in, but it is the sacrifice that He deems as worthy
and acceptable in His sight. I challenge you to join me, to offer up the sacrifice
to the Lord that He demands instead of what you or I want to give Him. To seek
out and join in on those things that He is blessing rather than expecting Him to
bless what we want to do. Don’t be satisfied with getting your hands dirty or
spending time at church, but rather offer up yourself as a sacrifice that is
pleasing to Him in every way.

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile
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Oakhurst: Replanted Church Grows through Cooperation
Four years ago Oakhurst Baptist Church was prepared to close its doors. Located just a few miles southeast of Charlotte’s city center,
the once-thriving congregation had weathered a changing demographic and economic climate but retained only a few dozen
members.
However, today it is showing signs of new growth, the fruits of an effort rooted in local church partnerships and denominational
cooperation.
“We wanted God’s kingdom, not Oakhurst’s kingdom,” said Wayne Deffinger, the church’s former pastor.
Deffinger, now serving as pastor of Flint Hill Baptist Church in Fort Mill, S.C., came to Oakhurst in 2012. He told the Biblical Recorder
in a phone interview the church had “lost connection” with the surrounding community and was in decline. In his first two years, nearly
two-dozen of the aging congregation’s core members died.
Bob Lowman, executive director of the Metrolina Baptist Association, said a significant number of area churches are in “serious
decline,” meaning worship attendance has decreased more than 50 percent in the last 10 years.
Deffinger began to help Oakhurst explore its options, hoping to find a solution that could revive a vibrant ministry. The church
considered putting its building up for sale and looking for a more affordable meeting space, becoming a campus of a larger church or
merging with another ministry.
An area pastor connected church leaders with David Russell. At the time, Russell was an elder at Capitol Hill Baptist Church in
Washington, D.C. He was searching for a church revitalization opportunity.
“We didn’t want to see churches become coffee shops and condos in neighborhoods that are now booming with population growth,”
Russell said.
Capitol Hill underwent a long-term revitalization in the 1990s under the leadership of pastor Mark Dever, and that story inspired
Russell to invest in a declining church, rather than plant a new congregation.
“It gave me a picture of the power behind helping revive an old, historic gospel witness,” he said.
Russell and Oakhurst’s church leaders began a series of meetings in 2014. They eventually decided to “replant” the church – a term
used to describe the process of restarting a church while keeping significant aspects of the ministry, such as the name or location.
The replanting process often includes bringing in a number of new church members and leaders from a “sending” church or churches
to unite with legacy members of the existing church. A handful of people, including one staff member from Capitol Hill, moved from
Washington, D.C., to join the ministry at Oakhurst.
In consultation with Oakhurst’s deacons and Russell, Deffinger decided to bow out of the process and pursue other ministry
opportunities.
Russell called it a “powerful example of humility that helped moved things forward.”
Lowman said the whole transition was “one of the most positive experiences, in terms of things going smoothly, that I have seen.”
A neighboring Charlotte congregation, Carmel Baptist Church, provided financial support and “sweat equity” for the replant, Russell
said. They sent teams to help make needed repairs and upgrades to Oakhurst’s facility.
“The revitalization of Oakhurst has been a joy to be a part of,” said Carmel’s senior pastor, Alex Kennedy. “The gospel is bearing fruit
in that part of Charlotte because of the willingness of brothers and sisters in Christ to partner together. We are hopeful to see this
replicated again and again in the Queen City.”
The Baptist State Convention of North Carolina also provided financial support to aid the replanting effort. Pastors at both Capitol Hill
and Carmel have mentored and stayed in regular contact with Russell.
Russell told Oakhurst’s leaders at the time, “If this church has had a good witness – it’s been faithful to the gospel and has a good
reputation in the community – we don’t see any need to rebrand the church or shut it down and start something new.”
Oakhurst welcomed new leadership and expressed their support for the replant, Russell said. Their biggest concern, however, was
whether they would continue to feel welcomed after the transition.
“Our response to that was, ‘We’re Christians. We don’t want to run you out of your church. If you want to remain here, we want you
here,’” Russell said.
Everyone involved in the replant went through a new membership process and joined the church in September 2015. The church now
averages nearly 300 in Sunday worship, which includes “generational diversity” that likely would not have been present in a new
church plant, Russell said.
When asked for advice to churches that are considering a replant, Russell gave three tips:
Be sure expectations are clearly stated by everyone involved. “We called it purchasing peace on the front end,” Russell said, “so that
once we got into the work there could be unity.”
Have a group of lay leaders committed to give time and energy. “Without them,” said Russell, “it just would not have been as fruitful.”
Legacy members must support new leadership. “The freedom [Oakhurst’s legacy members] gave us allowed us to feel confident to
come in and make the necessary changes,” Russell said. “The existing church trusted us enough to let us lead the way.”
Both Deffinger and Lowman encouraged declining churches to work closely with local associational leaders as they weigh options for
the future. Lowman added that an interim period, such as a pastoral transition, is a good time to ask trusted leaders for help
evaluating a church’s condition.
“The bottom line of all this isn’t, ‘Can we survive as a church?’” Lowman said. “It is, ‘Can we be the church Jesus created us to be to
reach the community around us?’”
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See You at the Pole
For over 25 years, See You at the Pole has been about one simple act –
prayer. SYATP is still about students uniting themselves in prayer before
God, interceding for their generation. See You at the Pole is on Wednesday,
September 26 at 7:00am. All around the globe, in every time zone, students
will be gathering at their flagpoles, praying for their school, friends, families,
churches and communities. See You at the Pole is a day committed to global
unity in Christ and prayer for the next generation!

Angels Walking by Karen Kingsbury
From #1 New Your Times bestselling author Karen Kingsbury comes the first in a
brand-new series about second chances—a dramatic story about a washed up
baseball player, the love he left behind, and the miracles that might save them both.

I Can Only Imagine
Running from a troubled home life and a broken relationship, Bart Millard found
escape in music. Hitting the road in a decrepit tour bus, Bart and his band
MercyMe set out on an amazing journey none of them could ever have imagined,
in this uplifting, music-filled movie that beautifully illustrates the power of
forgiveness and God’s love.

Camp Cale Thanks You
It has been an amazing summer at Camp Cale! We've been tubing down the
Perquimans River and climbed to the top of the rock wall, but nothing has
been more thrilling than sharing the love of Christ with all who have visited
our campus. One hundred and eleven campers accepted Jesus as their Lord
and Savior during their time at Cale. Seventy five campers rededicated their
lives to Jesus and countless more want to learn more about the passion of
Christ. We owe much of the success of our summer camp to the many
volunteers who have embraced Camp Cale the past few months.
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September’s Ministry Opportunities
Baptist Men’s Breakfast:
Sunday, September 2 @ 7:30am

Sundays
� 9:20am Breakfast
� 10:00am Sunday School
� 11:00am Worship
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays
� 10:00am Open Exercise
Wednesdays
� 6:30pm AWANA/Youth
� 7:00pm Bible Study

� Tenny Diaper Shower
9/1 @ 1:00pm
� Baptist Men’s Breakfast
9/2 @ 7:30am
� Church Council
9/4 @ 7:00pm
� Business Meeting
9/9 @ 12:15pm
� Red Cross Blood Drive
9/10 @ 2:00pm
� Deacon’s Meeting
9/10 @ 7:00pm
� Agape WOM
9/18 @ 7:00pm
� Senior Ministry
9/20 @ 12:00pm
� Weatherford Baby Shower
9/22 @ 1:00pm
� See You at the Pole
9/26 @ TBD
� Building & Grounds
9/27 @ 7:00pm
� LunchTIME
9/28 @ 10:45am
� Deacon Training @ Corinth
9/29
� Lord’s Supper
9/30
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We will have our annual covered dish meal. The
meat will be provided. Bring your favorite side and
join us at 12:00 in the Old Fellowship Hall.

Women on Missions
Monthly Meeting:
Tuesday, September 18 @ 7:00pm
Old Fellowship Hall
Christmas in August Report: We collected 40 pairs of
earbuds, 61 notebooks, 40 packs of pencils, 13 packs of
pens, 27 packages of notebook paper, 61 folders, 60
bottles/sticks of glue, 22 binders, 5 reams of copy paper
and many other miscellaneous items. Thank you so much
for your generosity!
TUESDAY

September 4 @ 7:00pm

September 9 @ 12:15pm

Do you like to make a joyful noise?
Please join any of our choirs.
CHANCEL CHOIR: Rehearsals begin on September 9th at 5:00 PM.
SENIOR ADULT CHOIR: Sings 3rd Sundays. They rehearse during their monthly
meeting.
Please contact Marta Boyce at 252-340-3916 with any questions.

Contact the church office with your prayer requests.

Sanctuary Flowers
September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30

Given in memory of James & Mabel Chambers, Benjamin
& Jennie Chambers and Johnnie & Beuna Scott by the
Chambers family.
Given in memory of Sandra Harris, Donna Harris
Donaldson, Joseph G. & Eula Harris and Leonard & Leila
Harris by the Doug Harris family.
Given in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Russell by the
James Russell family.
Given in honor of Robert Payne and in memory of Edna
Payne by David & Christine Mooring.
Given in memory of Johnny Paul Brothers and James
Clarence Temple by Horace & Donna Pritchard.

Thank You
Berea Baptist Church
Thank you for the many ways you supported our family during the loss of
our mother. We appreciate the presence you have been for Mom & Dad
through the years. We are grateful to you as a church and individually.
Continue to remember us in your prayers as we grieve together.
With much love,
Jim, Curtis, Chris & Dianne and Family

AWANA Begins Year 5!
AWANA is back! September 5th we will kick off our first night back!
Currently, we have 39 children on the roll that are regular attendees. This is
not including any new children that may come to visit us or any of the
children that join us during Basketball Season.
With this number of children come expenses. As a reminder, it costs about
$40 per child to outfit them for the AWANA year, when they earn and
receive their uniform and book. This does not include any awards they may
work hard to earn at the end of the year Award Program. Many of our
children come from families that cannot afford this expense, and/or are not
involved in the hard work their child puts in at our church memorizing and
learning God’s Word. We do incorporate a small snack item and drink as
well, as we do have children that come to us who have not eaten.
We need your help! If you can donate Financially, Snack/Drink items,
AWANA store items (this is where the children get to go “purchase” toys
and/or gifts with their AWANA “bucks” they earn for hard work), or simply
give of your time to Pray for this program it would be a huge blessing to all
involved.
We do have an “approved” snack/drink list as we have multiple allergies.
Please no items containing or in contact with peanuts.
We can also use YOU! We are still in need of help during Handbook Time,
where the children learn not only their verses but also what they mean and
how to apply them. This should be one on one time, but we need help to
make that happen. Also, a registration/secretary would be great! It would
only require about 30 minutes of time each week, and you could still make
Adult Bible Study!
If you have any specific questions about the program or its needs, please
feel free to contact me!
Jessica Troxell, AWANA Director

2018-2019 Leaders
AWANA COMMANDER
Charlie Troxell
DIRECTOR : Jessica Troxell
Secretary: Jessica Troxell
Game Time Leader: Jessica Troxell
CUBBIES (3 & 4 year olds)
Director: Tiffany Quigley
Leader: Christina Mullis
Youth Leaders: Noah Troxell,
Brendan Quigley, Joshua Wise
(rotating basis)
SPARKS (K-2nd grade)
Director: Barbara Tidd
Leader (K):Dianne Watts
Youth Leaders (K): Noah Troxell,
Brendan Quigley, Joshua Wise
(rotating basis)
Leader (1st-2nd): Marta Boyce
Leader (1st-2nd): Ashley Weatherford
T&T (3rd-5th Grade)
Director: Ross Tenny
T&T Leader (boys): Rayman Vallas
T&T Leader (girls): Charlene Tenny
T&T Leader (girls): Kristy Poulson
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Let’s celebrate together

Dawn Lilly
Miranda Sutton
Bill Thompson
2
Doug & Mary Pritchard
3
Dustin Dail
Jerry Hall
4
Amos Rawls
Jared Tenny
Kaitlin Whitehead
6
Sydney Reeder
Hailey Sutton
7
Tom & Lisa Finley
Sam Keith
Eliab Long
8
Faith Whitehurst
9
Tracy Newell
10 Cassandra Hodges

11 Douglas Ferguson
Nancy Romaine
12 Don & Peggy Bunch
Davey McNeal
13 Maggie Sawyer
14 Wesson Elmore
16 Marta Boyce
17 Troy & Penny Elmore
Lydia Hall
19 Blake & Suzanne Ennis
20 Bill & Jean Durham
23 Denise Layden
Sam Mickey
25 Audrey Layden
Rick & Nancy Romaine
28 Archie & Louise Woodworth

Regular Office Hours:
Monday – Friday
9:00am – 2:00pm
Contact Us:
Phone:(252) 338-8128
Fax:(252) 335-7524
Email Us:
office@bereaone.org
Like Us On
:
facebook.com/bereaone.org
facebook.com/bereastudentministry
Find us on the Web:
www.bereaone.org
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