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Weekly Activities: 

Sundays 
 � 9:30am Children’s Church* 
 � 11:00am Sunday Worship 
 � 6:30pm Youth @ Troxell’s 

Wednesdays 
 � 6:00pm Adult Bible Study* 
 � 6:30 Awana 

*Children’s Church & Adult Bible 
Study are done via FacebookLIVE. 

September @ a Glance: 

 � Newsletter Deadline 
7/19@ 9:00am 
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“The one who walks with the wise will become wise, but a companion of fools will suffer 
harm.” Proverbs 13:20 

Autonomous is a funny word. It sounds like a robotics term. It can seem pretty     
self-centered. 

Autonomous is the word used to describe Baptist churches. Unlike other              
denominations, Baptist churches do not answer to and are not controlled by       
governing authorities.  

Other denominations own their churches properties, send them their Pastors and 
mandate an amount to be paid back to the denomination for the privilege. 

Baptist churches work independently. We make our own rules, hire our own      
ministers and own our properties. We gather in Associations and Conventions     
voluntarily, however, these organizations are for our benefit, not the other way 
around. 

Despite this structure, I have found it invaluable to be highly involved in our    
Chowan Baptist Association (I serve as the Administrative Team Leader and de facto 
Treasurer of the Association). I am also excited to work with our Baptist State    
Convention of North Carolina as often as possible (I will be nominated to serve on 
their Committee on Convention Meetings in November). 

The best part of these cooperative relationships is the opportunity to get to know 
our leaders. Chowan Associational Mission Strategist James Harrington and I have 
worked closely together and become good friends over the last couple years.  

This past Tuesday Baptist State Convention Strategy Coordinator Dennis Conner 
came by the office for a chat. It was a great time to get to know our Regional       
Coordinator and be reminded of the services our State Convention provides. 

How about you? Who are your friends? Where do you seek advice? Who are your 
hangout partners? 

Solomon nailed it when he reminded us that if we hangout with wise folks, we’ll 
become wise, but if we hang with fools… not so much. 

Your life is autonomous. Your friends are your decision. Do you spend your time 
with people who will grow you into the person God has called you to become, or do 
you leave that for Sundays only? 

Love You all, 
Jason 
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Funds were raised and the team was in place.        
Everything was all set for a great week of ministry in 
New York City with our Youth Group. Well, everything 
but one major detail. We had too many female      
students and not enough female chaperones. Jessica 
was signed up and ready to go, but the reality for our 
team was that without one more adult female we 
couldn't take all of our girls, especially to a place like 
NYC. For the final time on a Sunday morning, I        
approached the pulpit and made our need known. 

Immediately after the service one of our Senior Adults, Ms. Ann, came up to 
me, volunteered to go and wrote a check to pay her own way. 

She sat while she played with kids. She sat while she painted. She even sat 
in a fancy clothing store while we toured Times Square because she       
physically couldn't walk that far. Oh, and she took pictures and filmed     
everything - and I mean everything! When no one else could go, she 
stepped up to serve in a way that many thought she could never do. For 
that, I have the utmost admiration and respect. The truth is, we couldn't 
have done the trip without her, and Ms Ann will forever go down as one of 
my favorite volunteers ever. Why? For two simple reasons – she was willing 
and she was faithful.  

If willingness and faithfulness are the criteria for an amazing volunteer, and 
they are in my eyes, then we have a Hall of Fame forming at Berea. While 
our volunteers bring so many skills to our ministry and certainly put them to 
good use, I believe that like Ms. Ann it is your willingness and faithfulness 
that set you apart. To each of you, my wife Jessica and I want to offer our 
most heartfelt thanks for all you do to help make each week possible in our 
Youth and Children's Ministry. Thank you for cleaning, sanitizing, preparing 
lessons and crafts, preparing snacks and games, and most importantly     
investing in the lives of our children and youth with God's Word and an   
outpouring of love each and every week. God is using each and every one of 
you in an amazing and powerful way to draw His children to Himself. Again, 
thank you! We love you and we look forward to an amazing year of Awana 
as we have the pleasure of continuing to serve alongside you. We would 
also like to say a huge thank you for all those that support us financially and 
through prayer. Our growing programs couldn't continue without you! 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

AWANA BEGAN AUGUST 26!!! 

For the health and safety of 
our children we will be doing 
temperature checks upon   
arrival and be utilizing small 
groups in socially distanced 
spaces for our meetings. 

Pictures from VBS 2020: The 
Knights of North Castle. 

Knight Jessie & Sparky led our 
young knights on a quest to    
find the King’s Armor as they 
discovered important truths 
found in the King’s Book (the 
Bible).  

Of course the fun was complete 
with snacks, crafts, worship & 
Bible stories! 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

When we undergo an experience of emotional healing, it is often 
as if we are broken so that the Lord can completely remake us. 
The clay is still the same, the end design is still the same, but the 
process requires a breaking and a rebuilding so that the flaws can 
be removed...We are His Workmanship! 

"As the clay is in the potter’s hand, 
so are you in My hand.” 

Jeremiah 18:6 

Sunday School Recap 

 

Explore the Bible July 19 (Focal passage: Proverbs 31:10-16; 23-31) 
It’s nearly impossible to avoid the dark cloud of reality television these days. I was 
recently subjected to an explanation of the plot of a dating reality show that ended 
with contestants marrying each other. Aside from the surrealist comedy of it all, 
there is a deep tragedy in what our culture values in selecting a spouse. 

Mercifully, Proverbs provides us with a far more compelling portrait. 

The portrait in Proverbs 31 centers on the wife, yet it provides all of us with a 
framework for the character to be cultivated as she submits her life to the Lord. This 
portrait of a godly wife should inform not just wives, but women in general and 
more broadly, all of us who seek to live lives that honor Christ. 

The preciousness of this wife is characterized by her trustworthiness, her wisdom 
and diligence in work, and her care for her family among other things. 

These all stem from her abiding trust and fear in the Lord. The evidences of her 
character flow from her dependence on God. She rejects that which is fleeting in 
pursuit of that which lasts. 

There is honor and recognition for this woman, because her character is proven and 
her foundation secure in the Lord. 

Do we honor and celebrate the same things as God? Do we overlook what God  
values because we have been influenced by what the world values? 

May we reject all that takes us away from this vision and celebrate what God      
honors. 

Bible Studies for Life July 26 (Focal passage: Ephesians 5:8-21 ) 
I began running in seminary. With the sedentary hours spent reading and writing 
every week, it felt good to get outside and feel my heart beat wildly in my chest. A 
few months into my new hobby, my sister encouraged me to sign up to run the Nike 
Women’s Half Marathon in Washington, D.C., with her the following spring. At first I 
thought she was crazy. 

She had run her first half marathon in a desert while deployed, training in a month 
and I hadn’t even run a 5k. No way I could run with her! But, with my sister hyping 
me up, cheering me on when I hit certain milestones and telling me how excited she 
was to run together, I signed up. 

During this time I also had a mentor at church who, along with her husband, taught 
me about hydration, foot strike patterns and pacing. 

Because of those who supported me, I finished 13.1 miles around the Washington 
Monument, the Jefferson Memorial, and the U.S. Capitol. There were tens of    
thousands of people cheering us on with signs, all female drumlines and bands 
along the course, and a sea of other women pushing themselves to accomplish 
something incredible in one of the most beautiful cities in America. 

I would have missed it all if it weren’t for the people in my life. In the church,   
sometimes I think we forget just how much we can accomplish together for the 
Kingdom and for Christ. That’s the beauty of the church: we have the opportunity to 
support one another, to cheer one another on, to run the race together. 



 

Before Chellie & I found out she was pregnant we had already picked out names. Joshua Enoch for a boy;    
Emma Lee for a girl. The very day we found out our first child would be a boy we began to call him Joshua, we 
went to the Christian Bookstore and had a Bible imprinted with his name and we bragged on this pre-born life 
to everyone we met. As soon as we found out she was pregnant 
again we began calling the child Emma Lee (thankfully it was a girl). 
On our third we named the child “Sam” immediately and waited to 
find out if we would have a Samantha Elizabeth or a Samuel Eli 
(thankfully it was boy, that would’ve been a long name).  

Teenaged Jeremiah was going about his happy life, Judah had a 
faithful king (Josiah), God was blessing the nation when all of a  
sudden God’s word interrupts him with a call to be a prophet. God 
makes clear how much He cares for the pre-born by explaining that 
He knew, chose and set apart Jeremiah to be a prophet before He 
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Sermon Recap: August 23 - Jeremiah 1:4-10 - Called Before Life  

We’ve started a new sermon series where we will look at God’s call & commissioning 
of the “Major Prophets.” In the order of Biblical books the “Major Prophets” are   
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel (called “major” because of the length of their 
books). Each week we will investigate God’s calling in their lives and see if He might 
be calling us in a similar way. We will see how God speaks to His chosen and how He 
commissions them to fulfill specific tasks for His glory. I pray as we walk through 
these transformational moments in the lives of these four men God will call us to   
greater service for Him! 

Calling Out the Called - New Sermon Series 

Sermon Recap: August 16 - Isaiah 6 - Called to His Presence  

How do you respond in the presence of greatness / fame? As Assistant Fire Chief (later Fire Chief) my dad 
worked closely with Ron Wright who was Assistant Police Chief. They worked closely together and discussed 
the baseball exploits of Ron’s son (Mets All-Star David) and dad’s grandson (Little League All-Star Joshua). 
When Joshua was old enough dad finally “called in the favor” and arranged an hour-long meeting between my 
family & David Wright. Joshua was thrilled and very talkative.  

Isaiah, in his call to ministry was given a similar closeup view of greatness & fame, but his view was of God. In 
the midst of the turmoil of the death of a long-tenured, beloved king, God appeared to Isaiah to give heavenly 
perspective to Isaiah’s earthly concerns. Isaiah saw God’s greatness. He saw how big God is (the mere “hem of 
His robe” filled the entire Temple). He saw how holy God is.  

Angels cried out expressing God’s holiness. In expanded language they basically said: "The Holiest is the       
personal, promise keeping God who is Commander in Chief of the heavenly armies.” Isaiah responded in the 
only way possible. “I’m doomed.” In the presence of such holiness none of us stand a chance. Except God did 
something great, He allowed one of the Angels to purify Isaiah’s lips as a symbol of his sin being forgiven.  

There is no longer a barrier between Isaiah & God. They are in perfect communion. This is the picture of   
beautiful worship. And from the Presence of God Isaiah hears the call. From this place of intimate worship, 
Isaiah answers the call. 

My prayer is that in these pandemic times of turmoil we would 
see the Lord and understand His holiness. And then that we 
would respond to His call on our lives. Do you want God to 
answer your prayers? Do you want Him to make clear His plan 
for your life? Do you want direction? We can only hear the call 
of God while in the Presence of God.  

Where do you find yourself in Isaiah’s depiction of Worship? In 
need of forgiveness? In need of a call? When was the last time 
you were in the Presence of Greatness? Will you say “yes” to 
His call today? A Vision of God 

(cont. on pg. 5) 



 

Offerings can continue to be mailed to the Church/Treasurer, dropped off to the church during 
office hours or brought to Worship in the gym. Thank you for your continued financial faithfulness!! 5 

August 2, 2020 
General $4,459.00 
Basketball 400.00 
Lottie Moon 10.00 
Security 500.00 
Sunday School 25.00 
Memorial        50.00 
TOTAL $5,444.00 
*Memorials given in memory 
of Vivian Wilson. 

August 9, 2020 
General $3,820.00 
Awana 20.00 
*Memorials: 
  Memorial 250.00 
  General            25.00 
TOTAL $4,115.00 
*Memorials given in memory of 
Alan Wall & Rayman Vallas. 

August 16, 2020 
General $2,640.00 
Lottie Moon 20.00 
Youth Missions 500.00 
Awana 100.00 
*Memorials: 
  Memorial 25.00 
  General            4,000.00 
TOTAL $7,285.00 
*Memorials given in memory of Dolly 
Tipton and Calvin & Marilyn Hudson. 

August 23, 2020 
General $2,580.00 

Lottie Moon 30.00 
Puppets 460.00 
VBS 100.00 
Awana                20.00 
TOTAL $3,190.00 

August Financials  

1 Dawn Lilly 
 Miranda Sutton 
 Buddy & Anita Worsley 
2 Doug & Mary Pritchard 
3 Dustin Dail 
 Jerry Hall 
4 Amos Rawls 
 Jared Tenny 
 Kaitlin Whitehead 
6 Sydney Reeder 
 Hailey Sutton 
7 Tom & Lisa Finley 
 Sam Keith 
 Eliab Long 
8 Faith Whitehurst 

9 Tracy Newell 
10 Cassandra Hodges 
11 Nancy Romaine 
12 Don & Peggy Bunch 
 Davey McNeal 
14 Wesson Elmore 
16 Marta Boyce 
17 Troy & Penny Elmore 
 Lydia Hall 
19 Blake & Suzanne Ennis 
20 Bill & Jean Durham 
23 Denise Layden 
 Sam Mickey 
25 Rick & Nancy Romaine 
28 Mike & Bobbie Hanson 

Let’s celebrate together 

formed him in his mother’s womb. God had a plan for Jeremiah before Jeremiah’s parents began trying to 
have children. 

Jeremiah protested. I’m too young. I’m not a public speaker. It’s disrespectful to stand up to elders. But God 
saw the real problem, Jeremiah was afraid.  

Like Isaiah, God’s presence comforted Jeremiah, His touching Jeremiah’s lips transformed him and His calling 
gave him purpose. Have you experienced this kind of call? Do you believe God had a plan for your life before 
you were born? Before your parents met? 

For Jeremiah the call was so clear that while he questioned God’s wisdom throughout his life, he never      
questioned his call. In fact he said that God’s words were “a fire burning in my heart, shut up in my bones. I 
become tired of holding it in, and I cannot prevail” (Jeremiah 20:9). 

In what ways had God called you that you can’t hold in? I know one way for sure. He has called you to          
salvation. To receive the forgiveness offered through the crucifixion, resurrection & ascension of Jesus for you. 
Once you answer the call to salvation, God will reveal many other ways He has uniquely created you for His 
purposes and His glory. Will you answer His call to service? 

Sermon Recap: August 23 (cont.)  



 

A member of a Baptists on Mission chainsaw team cuts 
through a large tree in Wilmington in response to         
Hurricane Isaias damage reports. 

Baptists on Mission (BOM) disaster relief volunteers con-
tinue to serve affected communities across North Carolina 
amid the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

“We have multiple areas of work going on,” said Tom 
Beam, Baptists on Mission disaster relief coordinator, in 
an email to the Biblical Recorder. 

Hurricane Isaias created an EF-3 tornado Aug. 4 that 
weather officials said was about six football fields wide. 
The tornado killed two people and injured dozens when it 
went through an area near Windsor, N.C. 

“Volunteers have been cutting trees, tarping roofs and doing yard cleanup,” Beam said. 

Baptists on Mission volunteers are serving in Bertie County based out of Cashie Baptist Church in Windsor. A 
feeding operation is open at Memorial Baptist Church in Williamston. Food is prepared at Memorial and      
distributed at Cedar Landing Missionary Baptist Church in Windsor. Beam said Windsor is in the “heart of the 
damage.” 

Through local churches and the Wilmington Rebuild Center, Beam said work orders relating to the recent    
hurricane are being handled for three counties – Brunswick, New Hanover and Pender. 

As of Aug. 10, more than 1,500 meals had been prepared and 
distributed by about 50 volunteers. Beam expects at least 
5,000 meals will be served in Bertie County. 

Add to that total, more than 50 recovery volunteers have 
served with 15 assessors and 10 chaplains. 

“Our largest challenge is finding enough volunteers that can 
commute to volunteer,” Beam said. “We are limited in      
overnight facilities because of the pandemic. We are making it 
work, and great ministry is taking place.” 

Beam said assessors are also in Alleghany County as a result of 
the Aug. 9 earthquake on the state’s border with Virginia. The 
quake, which registered as a 5.1 magnitude, was reported 
near Sparta, N.C. Officials said there were several smaller 
earthquakes prior to the largest one reported at 8:07 a.m. 

Produce boxes 
BOM secured an extension on the first response of Farmers to Family produce boxes and are currently in week 
five of eight of the second term. 

Richard Brunson, executive director-treasurer of BOM, said the organization, which currently operates 23    
distribution sites, has applied to continue with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) program. 

“We are so thankful to have received a USDA grant to provide food boxes to families across our state,” said 
Brunson. “Through this grant we are providing 12,000 Farmers to Family Produce boxes each week to families 
affected by Covid-19. That’s approximately 200,000 pounds of fresh produce and fruit that is being distributed 
each week.” 

BOM used its disaster relief network to organize volunteers across the state to distribute the food. 

“Churches are ministering to thousands of people in their communities through this effort, and they are doing 
this in Jesus’ name,” Brunson said. 

In the three months the food box program has been going, Brunson said 3 million pounds of food has been 
distributed. 
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Volunteers Respond to Hurricane, Tornado Recovery Requests 

(cont. on pg. 6) 

Berean, Mike Hanson, (pictured right) helps prepare 
meals with NC Baptist Disaster Relief. 



 

COVID-19 response 
Since Feb. 21, Brunson said the BOM staff “have been spending the majority of our time on COVID-19 relief 
efforts.” 

Crystal Horton, a registered nurse, coordinates educational and safety resources via a website:                       
baptistsonmission.org/coronavirus. The site provides churches and individuals with websites, flyers, videos and 
posters to help inform people about COVID-19. 

The ministry has also donated 40,000 N-95 masks and 10,000 surgical masks to hospitals across the state who 
needed them. Utilizing the disaster relief network, BOM has a COVID-19 county coordinator for each of the 100 
N.C. counties. 

“We have had over 600 churches who have said that they want to be a part of a network of churches who are 
ministering in their communities,” he said. 

Working with N.C. Emergency Management through its 2-1-1 service and CoronaCommunity.org, BOM has 
helped identify people who are high risk and have food and or medicine needs. Brunson said more than 500 
requests from families have been connected with local churches, and “these churches are helping them on a 
regular basis.” 

Using disaster relief funds, BOM provided more than $100,000 for COVID-19 grants for food distributed in local 
communities. Another $100,000 was given to provide bulk food for churches cooking for people in their     
communities. 

“We will continue to promote essential mission projects across our state and continue to encourage volunteers 
to help people in ways that protect our volunteers and the people that we are serving,” Brunson said, including 
dental clinics and health screenings. 

Regional rallies 
Due to Gov. Roy Cooper’s announcement Aug. 5 that Phase 2 restrictions would continue, August mission    
rallies will be delayed until February 2021. 

Brunson said there will be a “Facebook Live” Regional Rally on Aug. 20* at 7 p.m. 

“Right now there are many needs across our state and we cannot just ‘hunker down,’” he said. “If you are high 
risk, you should not participate.” 

There are essential projects at strategic locations across the state. If at all possible, BOM is asking people to 
volunteer time to serve, while practicing the three W’s – wear a cloth covering over your mouth and nose, wait 
at least six feet apart and wash your hands (or use hand sanitizer). 

“Please pray for our staff, our board, our volunteers and our churches as we seek to serve others in the coming 
days,” Brunson said. 

*The FacebookLIVE Rally happened August 21. To watch it go to youtube.com and search 2020 Missions Rally. 

Volunteers Respond... (cont.) 
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Thank You’s for Sunday School Classes 

Dennis Morgan & Bethany Bible Classes, 
Thank you so much for you memorial offering in memory of our dear loved one (Vivian Wilson). She would 
have loved that, even in death, she was helping to build the Kingdom of God.                        Sincerely, 

Ted, James, Cindy & Tim 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 



 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Berea Baptist Church 
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Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Find us on the Web: www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 
Facebook.com/bereabaptistchildrensministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 


