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“I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1 

I have loved Worship in the Gym. It has given new meaning to the phrase “the 
house of the Lord.” 

I have been excited to hear how many have been blessed by our times of worship 
and the many options to participate. We have had between 60 and 70 in person 
every Sunday. We have had around 20 more screens (no way to know how many 
are watching each screen) watching us live on FacebookLIVE each week. Our        
Facebook video and our website continue to get traffic throughout the week. 

“The house of the Lord” is now a gymnasium, a living room or a patio. It is near and 
far. It is the family of God gathering to rejoice in His great salvation. 

I rejoice when I hear your voices. I rejoice when I see your mouths moving and the 
sweet smiles. I rejoice when I see a “like” or read a comment. I rejoice when I listen 
to a voicemail or hear testimony of how the services have blessed you. 

In all of this we see God at work despite obstacles. He is big enough to overcome 
the obstacle of a virus, an illness, a disability or Social Distancing. He is worthy of 
praise everywhere, always. 

I have to admit that I look forward to the day when obstacles are removed. I cannot 
sit back and call this the “new normal.”  

The Bible and our souls make it clear that regular in person gathering with fellow 
believers is essential. It is necessary to gather with the Family of God, in the same 
room, to sing together, to talk together and to grow together. 

When the time is right, and that may be different for each family, we will be in    
person enjoying sweet fellowship again. Please don’t allow that future goal to slip 
from your mind. 

But for now… I rejoice when it’s time to gather in the gym, Facebook & a website to 
enter God’s presence and hear His children call upon His name in worship. I rejoice 
in “the house of the Lord!” 

Love You all, 
Jason 
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At age 30 a Priest was supposed to move to “Active Duty” status. He would have been initiated in the sacrifice, the  
rotational schedule and the leadership of the high calling. But not for Ezekiel. In exile Ezekiel’s priestly duties were   
relegated to finding a place of prayer at a canal, not even a real river or sea… a manmade canal.  

A hard time for sure. A time when God seemed far away. Did God even rule over this foreign land? And then God     
appeared. Like a Thunderstorm charging over a dry field His presence flooded over Ezekiel. There were wheels, angels, 
multi-faced living creatures, an expanse and a brilliant blue Throne. On the Throne was a Man glowing with holiness 
and this Man spoke.  

God called Ezekiel to become a Prophet to pagans who won’t listen. He called him to become a mute recluse who 
would only speak when he was speaking the words of God. He called Ezekiel to preach to the Chosen People.  

How could God call Israel pagan? How could God promise more success speaking to a foreign people with a strange 
language, rather than with His own? Ezekiel was stunned and despondent.  

Ezekiel’s story is just like ours. Here we are living amongst a people we’ve always thought to be God’s people, but our 
world is trying its best to prove Jesus’ words that the way is broad that leads to destruction, but the narrow way leads 
to life. Like Ezekiel we’re called to share God’s word with those who understand our words, but refuse our message.  

Ezekiel is ultimately called to be a Watchman. His job isn’t to be successful, his job 
is to tell. It’s not the smoke alarm’s job to put out the fire, just to warn you… it’s 
not the watchman’s job to defeat the coming army, just to wake up his own army. 
Do our people know a prophet has been among them? Do they know the Good 
News has been offered: to the bad ones who totally don’t believe, to the chosen 
ones who are hardheaded, to the obstinate ones who are just “too far gone?” 

God cares about everyone and wants them all to be saved. Will you be their 
watchman? Will you warn them of the coming judgment? Will you rescue yourself 
and them? 

Sermon Recap: August 30 - Responsibility to Respond - Ezekiel 1-3 

Can you find Daniel’s call? Isaiah had a vision of the throne. Jeremiah was chosen 
before birth. Ezekiel saw heaven come down like an approaching thunderstorm. 
What about Daniel? We don’t see God ever speak to Daniel. Sure he had visions, 
but those were later on… God never directly spoke to him. 

Yet without the direct word of God, Daniel lived a faithful life. He lived the life  
every Jew should have lived. He lived a life that would have brought them back 
from exile, not taken them to it. He lived the “normal Christian life” we all must 
aspire to as well. 

Daniel was Privileged yet Principled. Daniel was a part of the royal family and even when taken to exile was put 
amongst the king’s court. He was to receive the best education, food, lifestyle known to man. Many would take such 
privilege and think they need to expand their knowledge and would begin to question what they’ve been taught their 
whole lives (i.e. students who abandon the faith in secular colleges). Not Daniel, he wasn’t even willing to eat their 
food (which had been offered to idols) demanding to only eat vegetables and drink water. 

Daniel was Powerful yet Prayerful. God’s blessing on Daniel saw him rise to great power, but Daniel never took any 
credit. Every struggle was met with prayer. Every praise deflected to God. Most people find pride in power and leave 
God out, thinking they’ve made it on their own. Not Daniel, he knew God was his only hope and always put Him first. 

Daniel was Perceptive but with Priorities. Daniel wanted the best for Babylon, it was the place God has placed him, but 
not at the expense of God. Daniel had great wisdom, but always put God’s Kingdom first. Daniel never forgot who he 
was and how much he was worth… not much… especially compared to the Maker of Heaven and Earth.  

What was so special about Daniel? He may not have heard God’s voice, but he knew His heart. He may not have seen 
the Throne, but he knelt before it. He was Faithful Daniel. 

Will you commit to this calling? Will you live out your Christianity with faithfulness… wanting the best for your country, 
but the best for the Kingdom first? Will you never waiver in obeying God’s plan, pray always and keep Him first? 

Sermon Recap: September 6 - Faithful Daniel - Daniel 1 



 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 
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Bible Studies For Life August 30 (Focal Passage: Ephesians 6:10-20) 
I still remember the day we read Rainer Maria Rilke’s “Archaic Torso of Apollo” in my undergraduate   
poetry workshop. My professor had printed two copies for each student to compare, highlighting the use 
of form and the nuance of translating poetry across languages. If you’ve read the poem, then you know. 

Rilke moves slowly, paces himself, until the last line. “I remain startled by that final gesture,” Mark Doty once          
commented. While I won’t give anything away (you’ll have to read the sonnet for yourself), the final line is                 
uncompromising. It shifts the attention and implicates the reader in the most exquisite way, and you never see it com-
ing. 

As Paul closes his letter to the believers in Ephesus, he also shifts his attention. 

He’s reminded them of his prayers and love, built them up in their theology, and encouraged them towards unity and 
obedience in Christ. Then we see the quintessential “finally” as Paul begins the end of his letter. “Finally, be strong in 
the Lord” (Ephesians 6:10). 

You, believer, soldier on in real and menacing warfare. You have an enemy who rages, who devours, who works evil 
amongst you and your church. 

You need what the Lord has given to protect you, to help you. You do not battle without armor, and you cannot battle 
alone. 

Explore the Bible September 6 (Focal passage: Isaiah 1:10-20) 
I remember our kids, when they were young, coming in with words of flattering praise, “Mom, 
you are so pretty.” 

My wife’s response was often, “What did you do?” 

The kids had done something they had been told not to do and thought their flattering words of praise would keep 
them from discipline or accountability. 

What they didn’t realize is that our love for them, and responsibility as their parents, demanded that we confront 
them in their error and hold them accountable for their actions. 

The people of Judah were walking in gross disobedience and idolatry. They tried the “flattery” of outward worship   
activities to appease God, but He would have none of it. Their outward words and rituals of praise and worship could 
not hide their hearts of willful sin, illustrated through actions of disobedience. 

God confronts and disciplines His children (Proverbs 3:12; Hebrews 12:6). 

He does this not from anger or frustration, but out of love. He loves us too much to leave us alone in our sin. He      
confronts us according to the truth of His Word and calls us to repentance. 

We come to Christ for salvation through repentance and faith. We continue to walk with Him in the same way, by    
repentance and faith (Colossians 2:6). 

Sunday School Recaps 
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Thank You 

Thank you so much for every kind word and gesture during the illness and passing of our dear 
loved one, Vivian Wilson.  We are grateful for every prayer that was lifted on our behalf and ask 
that you continue to pray for as we face the difficult days ahead.  

In Christ,  
Ted, James, Cindy and Tim 

Dear Berea, 

Thank you for the meat tray and fruit tray. It was greatly appreciated. 
Sincerely, 

The Vallas Family 
Jason, 

Thank you for your time yesterday (August 25). Thanks also for sharing the story of Berea Baptist Church. Know that I 
am continuing to pray for you as you embark on the new discipleship process. Praying for wisdom and fruit. 

Dennis Conner 
Strategy Coordinator 
Strategic Focus Team 

Baptist State Convention of NC 


