
 

Inside this issue: 

⚛ Sermon Recaps 

⚛ Sunday School Recaps 

⚛ Awana Grand Prix 

⚛ Operation Christmas Child 

 

10“…When seventy years for Babylon are complete, I will attend to you and will confirm My 
promise concerning you to restore you to this place. 11For I know the plans I have for you” - 
this is the Lord’s declaration - “plans for your well-being, not for disaster; to give you a   
future and a hope. 12You will call to Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 
13You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart. 14I will be found 
by you” - this is the Lord’s declaration… “ Jeremiah 29:10b-14a 

When I was a child my parents used Sovereign Bank. I guess technically they still do, 
because they haven’t changed banks, even though the bank has changed names. I 
always thought that was a weird name for a bank, but that was probably because 
my vocabulary was too small and Siri hadn’t been invented yet. The bank wanted to 
give the impression that you could be in control of your own money (provided you 
weren’t in debt). 

Sovereign is one of the characteristics we use to describe God. He is in control. He 
can do as He pleases. He has allowed sin to run rampant across our world, but that 
doesn’t diminish the fact that He is Sovereign.  

I think I feel like the Israelites Jeremiah was preaching to this year. This year has 
been filled with negativity. There’s a pandemic, an election, racial tension, protests, 
riots, virtual learning, zoom, distancing, anxiety and who knows what’s next.  

To both our world and Jeremiah’s God has good plans. Future plans. Hopeful plans. 
Distant plans? 

Jeremiah preached a wonderful message of hope for 70 years into the future. As 
2020 continues to swirl it feels like every time there’s hope for peace we realize the 
time isn’t up. 

God said His hope-filled plan for the future was based on something. Do you see it? 
He said they would call on Him, pray to Him, seek after Him and search for Him. 

Has the chaos of this turbulent year led you to those things, or to despair? Have you 
found yourself praying more, or yelling at the news? Are you calling Him, or        
complaining to your neighbor? 

God is still sovereign. He is still in control. He has His mighty hands all over 2020, 
even when we can’t see Him. 

I’ve learned something, though. It’s hard to see something you’re not looking for. 
It’s hard to find something you haven’t searched for. It’s hard to be heard if you 
don’t call. 

When the time for 2020 is complete God will restore us and confirm His promise to 
build His church… but in the mean time… let’s call, pray, seek and search for Him! 

Love You all, 
Jason 
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Kimchi is a staple dish in South Korean cuisine. It is traditionally made by allowing cabbage to ferment in clay pots    
underground. I was introduced to kimchi, well the smell anyway, while in Seminary. Our Southern Baptist Seminaries 
have a surprisingly high amount of Korean students as the dorm kitchens made abundantly clear.  

My American nose was very offended by the stench of fermented cabbage. It smelled like death to me as its aroma 
seemed to fill the building. The Korean students felt differently. To them, the aromatic kimchi smelled like the warm 
scent of home. Christians should have a similarly polarizing aroma.  

The church in Corinth struggled with accepting sin. In his first letter Paul pleaded with the Corinthians to break ties 
with a man involved in an incestuous relationship. He said that even the Gentiles wouldn’t tolerate such depravity. 
Now Paul’s tune has changed begging them to forgive this man who had apparently repented of his sin. 

Paul had used the tolerance of sin as a test case to see if the church would stay loyal to the gospel, even above    
friendships and awkward conversations. I wonder if we would be willing to take a similar stand? Would we refuse  
leadership roles to those whose lives stink of sin’s putrefying stench? 

It’s hard to stay true to the gospel through such challenges. Satan has successfully divided churches on less. Will we fall 
into his schemes and be too soft on sin? Too hard on sinners? Or will we make clear God’s standards while offering His 
grace as well? 

Christians bring the smell of victory into the world. Through Christ 
God wins! We will be with Him eternally in heavenly victory. To some 
that smells like the sweet aroma it is intended to be. But to others, 
who refuse to receive His forgiveness it smells as bad as kimchi to me. 

If the recently recovered incestuous man came into our gymnasium 
one Sunday morning, I wonder what he would smell? Hand sanitizer! 
Ok, that’s a given in 2020, but after that would he smell the sweet 
aroma of God’s forgiving grace, or the stench of the judgment of the 
church attenders? Have you smelled something sweet today?  

Sermon Recap: September 27 - 2 Corinthians 2:5-17 - How Do You Smell? 

After a tandem skydiving jump should the skydiver brag about 
their accomplishment? Did they really do anything? The     
instructor packed the parachute, strapped in the shy jumper, 
pushed them both out of the perfectly good airplane (you see 
my feelings here), pulled the cord and guided their landing. 
The instructor is the skydiver. The student is merely a well 
paying appendage.  

In the Christian life we are the student and the Holy Spirit is 
the Skydiving Instructor. We really don’t contribute much of 
anything, He is the One in charge. Evidently Corinth had some 
guest preachers who did not feel that way. They were really 

in it for the money. The most important part of the service for them was the offering, but that isn’t reality.  

The Holy Spirit and His acting through us is the most important part of our worship of Him. We must be careful not to 
neglect His presence. A Chinese pastor was given a tour of many American churches and then asked what he thought: 
“I am amazed at how much the church in America can accomplish without the Holy Spirit.” May it never be said of us. 

Remember your first “flip phone?” Mine didn’t even flip. I was amazed that it could make a phone call, outside, most 
of the time, if I tilted my head just the right way. Amazing, but not so much compared to today’s phones. With the 
lates iPhone update I can now talk to someone, while watching a ballgame in a corner of the screen and playing Candy 
Crush with the rest. All of that while listening using a wireless AirPod in one ear for privacy’s sake.  

The Old Testament covenant gave Israel a way to come to God, but it was through the veil of works and the chains of 
sin. It was glorious, so much so that Moses’ face glowed after a visit with God, but it was temporary. In the New      
Covenant we receive the Holy Spirit who is both like our Tandem jump guide and our more glorious phone. 

His glory does not fade. And we are being transformed into His glory. If we will just stop the old way of focusing on 
works and sin, then we can admit He can do it all through us and we will be prepared for the perfection of heaven. 
Have you received the freedom of sin’s chains being broken? 

Sermon Recap: October 4 - 2 Corinthians 3 - Unveiled Freedom 
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Sermon Recap: October 11 - 2 Corinthians 4 - Eternity in Clay Jars 

Two little lines I heard one day, Traveling along life’s busy way; 
Bringing conviction to my heart, And from my mind would not depart; 
Only one life, twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

Only one life, yes only one, Soon will its fleeting hours be done; 
Then, in ‘that day’ my Lord to meet, And stand before His Judgement seat; 

Only one life,’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

Only one life, the still small voice, Gently pleads for a better choice; 
Bidding me selfish aims to leave, And to God’s holy will to cleave; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

Only one life, a few brief years, Each with its burdens, hopes, and fears; 
Each with its clays I must fulfill, living for self or in His will; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

When this bright world would tempt me sore, When Satan would a victory score; 
When self would seek to have its way, Then help me Lord with joy to say; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

Give me Father, a purpose deep, In joy or sorrow Thy word to keep; 
Faithful and true what e’er the strife, Pleasing Thee in my daily life; 

Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

Oh let my love with fervor burn, And from the world now let me turn; 
Living for Thee, and Thee alone, Bringing Thee pleasure on Thy throne; 
Only one life, “twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last. 

Only one life, yes only one, Now let me say,”Thy will be done”; 
And when at last I’ll hear the call, I know I’ll say “twas worth it all”; 

Only one life,’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.” 

Only One Life, Twill Soon Be Past - Poem by C.T. Studd 

We never intend to hide why we meet together, or communicate 
by virtual means like this newsletter. We gather (in person, online 
or via newsletter) to affirm our faith in Jesus who has transformed 
our lives. Paul specifically said he disavowed anything secret (like 
having to be in the club before you can fully know what the club is 
about), shameful (like the incestuous relationship dealt with in 1 
Corinthians), deceitful (like preaching for profit) or distorting the 
Word (like putting a veil over the gospel by having to follow the 
Old Testament dietary laws to be a Christian). 

Unlike our openness, Satan blinds the world from the Treasure of 
the Good News. Our world has a case of Stockholm Syndrome  
toward Satan. In 1973 four hostages grew fond of their bank robbing captors and refused to testify against them, this 
twisted form of survival is known as Stockholm Syndrome. People blinded by the “god of this age” to the Truth defend 
their wanton ways. 

But we have the Treasure of the simple gospel. Our sin condemns us and separates us from God. Everyone sins and is 
separated from God. Jesus came from heaven and lived a perfect life. He died with no sin to pay the penalty for mine. 
He was buried to carry my sin to the pits of hell where it belongs. He rose to prove the payment was received,          
forgiveness is now offered and the victory won over sin & death. He ascended to heaven to prepare a place for those 
who receive His forgiveness. He is coming back bring all those who follow Him to heaven to be with Him in perfection, 
forever! 

In 1947 teenage shepherds in the Holy Land tossed a rock into a cave in Qumran, near the Dead Sea, shattering ancient 
clay jars and unveiling the oldest biblical manuscripts ever found. In that moment the oldest copies of God’s word got 
nearly a thousand years older. The treasure of the Bible was held in fragile clay jars. Just like today. The Good News of 
the Gospel resides in our feeble selves.  

Coming to God doesn’t make us impervious to struggle, but it does promise that our suffering is temporary. Compared 
to the punishment of hell our trials are small. Compared to eternity in heaven they are brief. With that perspective 
how can we not live the entirety of our lives for Him? 

C.T. Studd was a famous Cricket player in England at the turn of the 20th Century. After coming to Christ he felt       
convicted of how brief this life would be and left fame and fortune for the Mission Field. Having served in China, India 
and Africa he said: “Some want to live within the sound of church or chapel bell; I want to run a rescue shop within a 
yard of hell.” His most famous phrase is the theme of the poem below: “only one life, twill soon be past, only what’s 
done for Christ will last.” Are you living a life that honors the treasure you hold within? 



 

Our website has gotten a facelift!! We brightened it up, added some personal touches and even 
added a new “Prayer Request” feature. Come check it out at www.bereaone.org. 

START YOUR ENGINES 
& 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

AWANA GRAND PRIX 

The flag drops NOVEMBER 7 @ 5:00pm 

(racers arrive by 3:30pm to get their cars ready) 

4 

We will be having a Church Council Meeting on Sunday, October 25 immediately 
following Sunday Morning Worship. We will be meeting in the Old Fellowship Hall. 
Please mark you calendars and plan to be in attendance if you are the chair of a 
committee or the leader of an organization. 

‘Tis the Season… 

for Shoebox Collection!! 

Please be listening & 
watching for more 

details . 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 
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Explore the Bible September 27 (Focal Passage:  Isaiah 23:8-18) 

“Why does it matter what I do, or even if I pray? God is going to do whatever He wants anyway!” 
Maybe you have heard such a statement or made it yourself. Such a statement illustrates a view known as 
“determinism,” meaning that God has foreordained every thought, action and outcome by His sovereign decree. An 
opposing view, that of process theology or “open theism,” holds that everything in the future is “open,” that even God 
doesn’t know the future. 

Obviously, both of these views are problematic because they contradict the clear teachings of scripture. The Bible   
certainly teaches the sovereign rule and reign of God over all things, and yet, at the same time, affirms that man both 
can and will make decisions for which He is responsible and for which God will hold him accountable. 

Rival nations have come against and oppressed the people of God, and they will not stop the judgment of God against 
them. And yet, God, by His sovereign power can both bring down nations and raise them up again – just as we see Him 
promise to do with Tyre. 

Isaiah didn’t say there was a “really good chance” that Tyre would fall and would make a comeback. He announced 
that God would bring her down and raise her up again. 

Because He is sovereign and we are accountable to Him, it should compel us, by His grace, not to live as we want, but 
as He wants, for the glory our reigning King! 

Bible Studies For Life October 4 (Focal Passages:  Exodus 20:14; 2 Samuel 11:1-5) 

Fairytale endings are common in popular books and movies. “And they lived happily ever after” is often 
repeated or implied near the conclusion of a story, especially those that end in marriage. 

As a result, many people view the wedding as the focal point of marriage. But does that align with what 
the Bible teaches? A biblical definition of marriage is a divine, lifelong covenant between one man and one woman 
instituted by God. 

Exodus 20:14 says “you shall not commit adultery.” Physical intimacy is reserved for one man and woman within the 
covenant of marriage. 

When looking at 2 Samuel 11 we see the story of David and Bathsheba. In the spring when kings are away at war,    
David was still at home. One day he walked out onto his roof and saw a woman taking a bath. He thought she was 
beautiful and wanted her. So, he asked about her and was told she was married – the wife of a general. That didn’t 
stop David from acting in an evil manner. 

David ordered Bathsheba to come over and slept with her. David tried to cover his sin and ultimately had her husband 
killed. It reminds me of what a pastor used to say: “Sin takes you further than you wanted to go, costs you more than 
you wanted to pay, and keeps you longer than you wanted to stay.” 

Marriage is hard, but it is also beautiful and something that is worth fighting for. We are called to honor marriage as 
we honor God. 

Explore the Bible October 11 (Focal passage:  Isaiah 31:1-9 ) 
When I was a kid, my brothers and I played war. We would try to attack each other and build 
forts to protect ourselves. We would sometimes even form coalitions to try to defeat the other 
brother. Often, our preferred material for building our protective forts to avoid attack was cardboard. 

Looking back now, I see the folly of trying to protect ourselves with cardboard, even from the not so overwhelming 
attack of my brother(s). There was no way that recycled material of paper and glue was going to protect us. Just as silly 
was the idea that the people of God could protect themselves from the army of Assyria. Even more silly was the fact 
that they would run to Egypt for protection in the first place. They were the people of the one true God. And yet, they 
had become overcome with fear. 

God had promised to be with them and to be their God and protector. God told them through the prophet Isaiah that 
their substitute protector would certainly fall and, if they failed to repent and return to Him, they would fall too. 

Don’t we sometimes do the same thing? For example, God has freed us from the bondage of self-reliance and          
dependence on worldly wealth. And yet, the “enemy” of an economic downturn starts showing on the horizon, and we 
can trust the “horses and chariots” of our 401k, running in fear behind our cardboard fort of financial stability, rather 
than trusting in our faithful Father. Our God is our protector. We can, by faith, trust in Him. 

Sunday School Recaps 
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