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Musings 

“20I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in Me through their message. 21May 
they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be one in Us, so the 
world may believe You sent Me.” John 17:20-21 

I don’t think I had ever attended a Tent Revival prior to the Citywide Crusade held      
October 21-24 behind Sonic. I’m not sure I knew what to expect and I’m confident my 
expectations were exceeded. There were so many things I hadn’t been a part of in years 
and a few I’ve never seen before.  

It has been a very LONG time since I’ve been in a 50 voice choir (I think it was more than 
that, but I didn’t hear a definite count). It has been even LONGER since I was able to sing 
full voice and not be the only voice heard (that was fun!). It’s been a LONG time (if ever) 
since Chellie was picked to sing a solo in front of 500 people (it was beautiful!). 

I don’t think I’ve ever seen a Praise Band like the one from Corinth lead worship          
immediately before and after a Hip Hop artist rapped his praise of Jesus. LEGIN brought 
powerful songs of praise filled with challenging messages for our walk with Christ.  

It’s been a long time since I’ve sat under an African-American preacher. Duce               
represented Southeastern Seminary (one of our SBC Seminaries) very well and            
passionately fed us from the Bread of Life. 

I don’t think I have ever been a part of such a diverse gathering of believers. With at 
least 25 churches represented in the planning (surely more in attendance) it was       
powerful to see Denominational and Racial / Cultural divides put down for the glory of 
Christ. 

While I haven’t personally been a part of services like that prior to this, it shouldn’t     
surprise me. It’s exactly what Jesus prayed for.  

In the verses above Jesus prayed for all believers in all generations. His prayer specifically 
was that “they all” may be 1. He didn’t pray that these ones over here would be 1 and 
those ones over there would be 1. That Baptists would make up their 1 up there and 
Methodists their 1 over there. He didn’t pray that white culture would have their 1    
service on this side of the tracks while black culture has their 1 service on the other. 

Jesus prayed that “they all” would be 1. Now I’m not saying that the Crusade services 
are the definitive “we got it right” answer, but it sure was closer than anything I’ve par-
ticipated in before.  

What will being 1 accomplish? Jesus said the world would believe God sent Him. Be-
cause of our being 1? Yes, when we are able to lay down all that divides and celebrate 
our common Savior, we are His witnesses. In doing this we are truer witnesses than may-
be we ever have been.  

We will not know until heaven the full effects of this Crusade, but I am confident that a 
lost and dying world was curiously watching as God’s Children gathered under that tent. 
I continue to pray that God will draw them to Himself that they may believe. Join me in 
that prayer! 

Love You all, 

Jason 

P.S. – Chellie and I would like to express how truly grateful we are to be a part of this church   
family! Your outpouring of love this month in celebration of Pastor’s Appreciation was amazing. 
We love each and every one of you and are so blessed to have been called to Berea! 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Wilton Bray - Reflections 
Bill Durham  
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Pritchard 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

Next Meeting: 
Monday, November 12, 2018 

God has a grand plan for each and every one of us.  
We can relax in hope, knowing everything and        

everyone is in His hands. 

“For I know the plans I have for you”—this is the 
Lord’s declaration—“plans for your welfare, not for 

disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

Thank God for the opportunity to 
minister to people through the 
building of ramps and to share 

with them in prayer.  
"God is Good"   

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Gloria Hendrix.  

Pictured Below: This ramp was built 
for Frank Dure. His daughter has had 
many unsuccessful operations on her 
feet , and struggles walking. 

Handyman Ministry Updates 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Gary Bray who is wheelchair bound. 

Pictured Below: This ramp was built for 
Jerilyn Breslin. Her husband is  quite 
unstable when he walks and the 
ramp will help him get in and out of 
the house. 

Pictured Left: This ramp was built for 
Brenda and Tom Pschantre. 

Our Handyman Ministry has 
been busy as you can see. There 
are many more waiting for 
ramps to be built as Time and 
Manpower becomes available. 
God has blessed us with the   
opportunity to serve! If you are 
interested in helping with this 
Ministry, please contact Fahey 
Harrell. 
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Students, You Can Serve Now…
Here’s Where: 

❧ Children’s Church/AWANA Helpers 
Talk to Mrs. Jessica or Pastor 
Charlie to get involved. 

❧ Berea Tech Team 
Want to serve the Lord by     
learning how to run the Visual 
side of Sunday Morning services? 
Speak to Pastor Charlie to get 
involved! 

 

Upcoming Youth Opportunities: 

❧ LunchTIME for Berea Baptist Church 
Homeschool Students 

 November 30 @ 10:45am (meet 
@ the church to deliver Meals on 
Wheels locally & participate in 
other service projects, with lunch 
to follow) 

❧ Christmas Town @ Busch Gardens 
 November 25 – Departing after 

Morning Worship – Cost TBD 
❧ @MACU 
 January 27: 4:30pm – 7:30pm 
 Featuring Special Guest Speaker 

Chris Singleton from the MLB, 
Worship & More, FREE! 

❧ Sunday Morning Breakfast         
provided by Youth & EDGE Sunday 
School (Be in the Kitchen by 
8:30am) 

December 9 
February 10 

❧ Sunday Morning Bible Study 
10:00am – 11:00am 

❧ Wednesday Night Bible Study 
6:30pm – 8:00pm 

Throughout the years working at the Hardware Store I 
have had the task of building many pieces of         
equipment, and perhaps the most frequent has been 
the wheelbarrow. I’ve built small ones and big ones, 
with a variety of colors and an assortment of little extra 
features. Honestly, over time I have built so many of 
them that I don’t need the instructions any more. Well, 
that is until just a few weeks ago. There I was building 
my second wheel barrow of the day, and whether it 

was out of boredom or something else, I had decided to time myself to see just 
how fast I could build it. As I reached for the final parts, I realized that nothing 
fit like it was supposed to and much to my dismay I had the wrong parts,   
something I figured out when I dug the instructions out of the trash (insert 
forehead smack). 

I wonder if that’s how King Josiah felt. Long had he reigned over Judah, a reign 
that had him labeled as a “good king” which was certainly not something  many 
who preceded or followed him could claim. There he was doing what he 
thought was right when the High Priest happened upon the Book of the Law 
and everything changed. Suddenly Josiah realized that his view and his way  
didn’t quite matchup with what God desired. So, what did Josiah do? He made 
some changes. He renewed his covenant with God to follow Him and removed 
everything that didn’t align with God’s Law. 

How about you? Has your view become YOUR view, or are you viewing things 
as God views them? Are you looking at this world through eyes that have been 
accustomed to the darkness or are you holding things up to the light of God’s 
Word? Often, we think we’ve been doing this for so long that we’ve just got it, 
but the truth is we need to take another look at God’s instructions. We need to 
dig deeper into God’s Word so that we can see things from His view instead of 
from our own. For more on King Josiah check out 2 Kings 22-23. 

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 
God’s will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:2 

A Special THANKS to all of you! From a friendly hand shake and kind words, to 
gifts and cards, the body of Christ at Berea Baptist Church has gone above and 
beyond to make the month of October special for my family and me. It has 
been a tremendous encouragement to us, as you have sought to lift us up 
through your generosity and kindness, and we have truly been blessed and  
certainly feel appreciated. Thank you and we love you all! 

PMCE Breakfast Update – Thank you to all those that supported our Youth and 
leaders as we served 74 members of the Pasquotank Ministers Council for    
Education on October 10. Special thank you to our head cook Jessica, and to 
Jeremiah, Noah, Brendan, Cameron, Chellie, and Leia who helped with          
everything from setup to clean up. Thank you! 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Pasquotank Minister’s Council for Education (PMCE) Breakfast @ Berea. 



 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

N.C. Baptists ‘shine bright’ in aftermath of Hurricane Florence  
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Thomasville Road Baptist Church in Tallahassee is using food trucks on Wednesday night as a way of engaging 
and building relationships with their community. 

“You meet a lot of different kinds of individuals at food trucks,” said Brooke Miley, missions ministry associ-
ate. “They offer a non-awkward opportunity to start a conversation with someone you might not get to talk 
to otherwise,” added Josh Blight, community outreach pastor. 

Tallahassee has a strong food truck culture. Food truck owners have even organized into associations and 
have robust social media followings. Every day food trucks post where they will be located, and people check 
on that and go grab food from the particular truck they’re craving, said Miley. 

“So we get people on our property who are not here for church, but it gives us the opportunity for them to 
get to know us.” 

At Thomasville Road we are about uplifting and ministering to the community, said Blight. Their hope is that 
when someone in their community is looking for spiritual guidance or support they will turn to Thomasville 
Road. “Food trucks play into that because it gives us visibility,” he said 

“You end up close to people as you’re waiting for your food order and can start a conversation easily,” said 
Blight. “You might open with ‘Oh have you ordered that before? Is it good?’ and build from there.” 

Also, food truck stops are set up in a way that strangers end up sharing a table to eat a meal together and 
that kind of setting is conducive to conversations and new relationships, added Blight. 

As a college town, Tallahassee is also very diverse. Students come not only from other states but even from 
other countries. Sometimes they want a taste of their home countries or home states and food trucks tend to 
satisfy those cravings with diverse menu options. It might not be exactly the kind of food from their specific 
country, said Blight, but it’s close enough to where it reminds them of home. 

On a typical Wednesday night there will be between 100 and 150 individuals buying food at the trucks. That 
number includes church folks there for Wednesday night service as well as those just there for the food 
trucks. 

“It’s not just good for the people who come buy the food but it also helps local business owners,” said Miley, 
giving them visibility and space to do business. 

For a church wishing to start a similar service, Blight suggests first checking to see if there are any food truck 
associations in their area. And for those places where food trucks are not popular, he suggests integrating 
whatever mobile food service is popular. In some places for example, barbequing in parking lots is popular 
and the church can work to integrate that. 

“Be open, honest and clear with the business you’ll be working with,” he said. “Let them know what your 
goals are and what you expect from them.” 

While still a very new community missions endeavor, Miley has big hopes. “We’re hoping that with consisten-
cy our community will be drawn to our church.” 
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25 Churches Team Up for Crusade… By Reggie Ponder  

An evangelistic crusade bringing together churches of different races and differ-
ent denominations to proclaim the Christian Gospel within what some church 
leaders have identified as a “pocket of lostness” in Elizabeth City begins Sunday 
evening under a tent on Corsair Circle. 

The meetings begin each night at 7 p.m. from Sunday through Wednesday. The 
preacher for the crusade is William “Duce” Branch, a professor of preaching at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary and a Christian hip-hop artist. 

Music will be provided by a choir made up of churches from throughout the 
city. 

The Rev. Joseph Turner, pastor of Memorial Missionary Baptist Church, said he 
and several other people he has spoken with do not recall a previous Christian 
outreach in Elizabeth City that has involved this many churches of different rac-
es and different denominations working together. 

“It’s not just black churches and not just white churches, and it’s not just one 
denomination,” Turner said. “This is different churches working together and 
that is what I love about it.” 

The Rev. Farren Roper, pastor of Corinth Baptist Church, said he had met with 
some leaders from the Southern Baptist Convention who mentioned a “pocket 
of lostness” they had identified in which they said 70 percent of people within a 
three-mile radius of the intersection of Halstead and Hughes boulevards did not 
know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 

Roper said he first talked to the staff at Corinth about holding a tent revival and 
the idea later developed, through prayer and discussion among Christians in the 
community, into hosting an inter-denominational, citywide evangelistic crusade. 

About 35 pastors met for lunch in May to discuss the idea and plans have grown 
from there, according to Roper. 

The city of Elizabeth City and Mayor Bettie Parker have been very supportive of 
the event, he said. 

“The mayor was on-board from the get-go,” Roper said. 

About 25 churches have come together to make the crusade a reality, he said. 

“A whole lot of people are praying,” Roper said. 

Article Posted: Saturday, October 20 



 

November’s Ministry Opportunities 

 
Sundays 
❧ 9:20am Breakfast 
❧ 10:00am Sunday School 
❧ 11:00am Worship 
❧ 5:00pm Chancel Choir 
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 
❧ 10:00am Open Exercise 
Tuesdays 

❧ 6:00pm Puppets 
Wednesdays 
❧ 6:30pm AWANA/Youth 
❧ 7:00pm Bible Study 

Baptist Men’s Breakfast: 
Sunday, November 4 @ 7:30am 
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❧ Daylight Savings ENDS 
 FALL BACK 1 HOUR 
 11/4 
❧ Baptist Men’s Breakfast 
 11/4 @ 7:30am 
❧ Church Council 
 11/5 @ 7:00pm 
❧ Business Meeting 

11/11 @ 12:15pm 
❧ Deacon’s Meeting 
 11/12 @ 7:00pm 
❧ Senior Ministry 
 11/15 @ 11:00pm 
❧ EDGE Class Craft/Vendor Fair 
 11/17 @ 10:00am 
❧ Agape WOM 
 11/20 @ 7:00pm 
❧ NO Awana or Bible Study 
 11/21 
❧ Youth Big Table 
 11/21 @ 6:30pm 
❧ 1 Stitch @ a Time 
 11/29 @ 7:00pm 
❧ LunchTIME 
 11/30 @ 10:45am 

 

We will have our Thanksgiving Program Thursday, 
November 15 @ 11:00pm in Old Fellowship Hall, 
followed by our Thanksgiving Luncheon. 

Women on Mission 

Monthly Meeting: 
Tuesday, November 20 @ 7:00pm 
Old Fellowship Hall 

Next Meeting: 
Thursday, November 29 @ 7:00pm 
Bring whatever project you are working on for a time of 
fellowship. We are open to all crafters. Come join us as we 
share ideas and talents!! 

November 5 @ 7:00pm 
November 11 @ 12:15pm 

  

Shall consist of the Chairpersons 
and/or Directors of ALL committees 
and organizations.  
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Sanctuary Flowers 

November 4 Given in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Richard Durham and Mr. 
& Mrs. Berry Tedder by Bill & Jean Durham. 

November 11 Given in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Alexander and 
Mr. & Mrs. Charlie R. Sawyer by the Don Alexander family. 

November 18 Given in memory of Joe & Margaret Hodges, Bobby   
Winslow, Sr., David Winslow, Rosco & Elsie Ralph and  
Dorothy Watts by Bobby Winslow and family. 

November 25 Given in memory of Jackie Sawyer Smith, M.G. “Red” & 
Earline Sawyer and Ralph & Shirley Basnight by Donald & 
Bonnie Chappell and Will & Erin Tyson. 

Thank You 

Berea Baptist Church, 
I sincerely appreciate all your acts of support during my recent surgery. This 
has been very stressful for me and my family, but because of your love and 
kindness we made it through with flying colors. I thank you for the cards and 
phone calls, but most of all I thank you for your prayers. 

Cindy Wilson Oakey 

Berea Baptist Church, 
Thank you so very much for hosting our October Meeting for the 
Pasquotank Ministers Council for Education and especially for the wonderful 
breakfast. God bless you. 

Margaret Twiford, Secretary 

This Year’s Trip to Morris Farms was a HUGE Hit! 

Our Children’s Ministry went to Morris Farms to visit the Pumpkin Patch 
(and of course play on the GIANT sand hill!) on October 13. We had 29 chil-
dren join us for this outing, along with 4 Adult Leaders and 3 Youth Helpers!! 
We are so blessed to see God working in our Children’s Ministry! We are 
excited to see how He continues to draw these Littles One to Himself! 

Pictured Right: 
Asher & Jubilee playing on the 
sand hill. 

Pictured Left: 
Our awesome group of Little ones 
and Leaders. 



 

Let’s celebrate together 

Non-Profit Organization 

US Postage Paid 

Elizabeth City, NC  27909 

Permit #2 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Berea Baptist Church 

2033 North Road Street 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Find us on the Web: 
www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 

2 Dawn Johnson 
 Erica Meads 
3 Jerry & Tracy Newell 
6 Wilma Jackson 
7 Wilton Bray 
 Wilton & Virginia Bray 
 Mary Dozier 
 Bonnie Spear 
8 Barbara Doxey 
 Leroy Seier 
 James Wooten 
11 Brandon & Ashley Weatherford 
13 Kent Alexander 
 John Long 
 Richard Rindels 
 Paul Whitehead 
14 Kim Wall 
15 Michelle Sawyer 
16 Ramona Hodges 
 Mike Johnson 
 Drew Krebs 

17 Faye Perry 
 Kelly Winslow 
18 Gary & Mechell Smith 
19 Emma Finley 
 Vernon Smithson 
21 Susan Martin 
23 Geralene Smithson 
24 Nathan Martin 
26 Chris Vallas 
29 Frank Lilly 


