
 

Inside this issue: 

 � Sunday School Recaps 

 � Sermon Recaps 

 � Lottie Moon Goal: $3,250 

 � Living Nativity Coming Up 

Weekly Activities: 
Sundays 
 � 10:00am Sunday School 
 � 11:00am Sunday Worship 
 � 5:00pm Chancel Choir 
 � 6:30pm Youth @ Troxell’s 

Wednesdays 
 � 6:00pm Adult Bible Study* 
 � 6:30 Awana 

*Adult Bible Studies are done via 
FacebookLIVE. 

November @ a Glance: 
 � Agape WOM 

12/15 @ 7:00pm 
 � Newsletter Deadline 

12/19 @ 9:00am 
 � Living Nativity 

12/11 @ 6:00pm 
 � Christmas Cantata 

12/20 @ 11:00am 

BereaOne 
Life 

10“‘…When seventy years for Babylon are complete, I will attend to you and will confirm My promise 
concerning you to restore you to this place. 11For I know the plans I have for you’ - this is the Lord’s 
declaration - ‘plans for your well-being, not for disaster; to give you a future and a hope. 12You will call 
to Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13You will seek Me and find Me when you 
search for Me with all your heart. 14I will be found by you’ - this is the Lord’s declaration…” 
Jeremiah 29:10b-14a 

When I was a child my parents used Sovereign Bank. I guess technically they still do,        
because they haven’t changed banks, even though the bank has changed names. I always 
thought that was a weird name for a bank, but that was probably because my vocabulary 
was too small and Siri hadn’t been invented yet. The bank wanted to give the impression 
that you could be in control of your own money (provided you weren’t in debt). 

Sovereign is one of the characteristics we use to describe God. He is in control. He can do as 
He pleases. He has allowed sin to run rampant across our world, but that doesn’t diminish 
the fact that He is Sovereign.  

I think I feel like the Israelites Jeremiah was preaching to this year. This year has been filled 
with negativity. There’s a pandemic, an election, racial tension, protests, riots, virtual   
learning, zoom, distancing, anxiety and who knows what’s next.  

For both our world and Jeremiah’s God has good plans. Future plans. Hopeful plans. Distant 
plans? 

Jeremiah preached a wonderful message of hope for 70 years into the future. As 2020    
continues to swirl it feels like every time there’s hope for peace we realize the time isn’t up. 

God said His hope-filled plan for the future was based on something. Do you see it? He said 
they would call on Him, pray to Him, seek after Him and search for Him. 

Has the chaos of this turbulent year led you to those things, or to despair? Have you found 
yourself praying more, or yelling at the news? Are you calling Him, or complaining to your 
neighbor? 

God is still sovereign. He is still in control. He has His mighty hands all over 2020, even when 
we can’t see them. 

I’ve learned something, though. It’s hard to see something you’re not looking for. It’s hard 
to find something you haven’t searched for. It’s hard to be heard if you don’t call. 

When the time for 2020 is complete God will restore us and confirm His promise to build His 
church… but in the mean time… let’s call, pray, seek and search for Him! 

Love You all, 
Jason 

P.S. A short note cannot do justice to the outpouring of love we have experienced in the 
past 6 weeks. Through Pastor Appreciation, a birthday and a three week COVID quarantine 
Berea has been so gracious! So thank you to Berea for your prayers, well wishes, cards, gifts, 
porch drop-offs and in general simply the love you have shown to the Wises. It’s been a 
rough year, but as we support each other we will find the truth of one of my favorite King 
James Bible phrases: “and it came to pass…” 
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A few weeks ago I went outside to inspect my        
beehive. Yes, I have bees, about 12,000 of them. As I 
normally do, I grabbed my special gloves, my veil and 
my sweatshirt so I could cover up. However, unlike 
my normal, I wore shorts instead of pants. Perhaps 
you can see where this is going. As I worked with 
them they grew more and more restless. Suddenly, I 
felt something crawling up my leg and instinctively I 
grabbed at the spot only to feel a painful sting        
followed by a night of hurt feelings no matter how I 
sat down. 

My experience reminded me of Ephesians 6 where Paul tells us to put on 
the full armor of God. Let's just stop there and focus on that one word, 
"full." The dictionary defines the word full as "not lacking or omitting        
anything; complete." In the context of this scripture that means we must 
put on and carry each piece of the armor in order to be ready for everything 
that this world, and our enemy the devil is prepared to throw at us. Much 
like many Christians walking through the world today, I was prepared to 
protect my head, my hands and even my chest but I was not completely 
ready for what my bees had in store for me. 

Similarly we as Christians have the helmet of salvation, but we aren't ready 
to extinguish the evil one's flaming arrows with our shield of faith, or stand 
firm in truth and righteousness. Even worse, we are unprepared to share 
the gospel when the moment arrives because we just aren't fitted with "the 
readiness that comes from the gospel of peace." So how about you? Do you 
wake up every day and put on the full armor of God, or are you like me 
that day with my bees, walking around half protected? BEEEEEE Ready, and 
put on the full armor of God. 

"Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the 
devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on 
the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able 
to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand 
firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breast-
plate of righteousness in place,  and with your feet fitted with the readiness 
that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the 
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 
evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God."  Ephesians 6:11-17   

*A special thank you to everyone who blessed our family throughout the 
month of October as a part of Pastor Appreciation month. During these  
difficult times God never fails to meet a need before we realize there is one, 
and time and time again God used you in ways you will never realize to 
bless, and encourage us. On behalf of the Troxell's I want to extend my 
heartfelt thanks and tell you we love each of you, our fellow Bereans. 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

AWANA BEGAN AUGUST 26!!! 

For the health and safety of      
our children we have a drive-  
thru drop off and pick up, do           
temperature checks upon arrival 
and utilize small groups in socially 
distanced spaces. 

Pictured Left: Pastor Charlie 
working with his bees. 
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3 

 

Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

Jesus never condemns you for your failures. To the contrary, 
when you fail, He picks you up, dusts you off, and helps you to 
move forward in your life. He teaches you important lessons from 
your mistakes so you can experience strength and wholeness. 

"You were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver 
or gold... but with the precious blood of Christ" 

1 Peter 1:18-19 

This ramp was for Mrs. Brenda           
Mahaffey. She uses a walker which 
makes it difficult to manage steps. 

Handyman Ministry 

This ramp was built for Mrs. Gina Lee, an 
elderly woman who has trouble going up 
and down steps. 

This ramp was built for Mr. Wilmont 
Sewell in Camden.  He is mostly confined 
to a wheel chair and needs the ramp for 
getting in and out of the house. 

This ramp was built for Mr. Herbert 
Small.  He's 96 years old and not as   
stable as he used to be.  He feels like he 
is ready for a ramp.  

Our Youth and Children’s Ministries will be hosting our Living Nativity again 
this year. If you came last year, you know how much of a blessing it was to 
see the story of Christmas come to life. Please make your plans to attend 
this year. 

The Living Nativity will be on December 11. Show times will be every half 
hour from 6:00pm until 8:00pm. 

Living Nativity Returns This Year 



 

Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee President Ronnie Floyd is encouraging Southern Baptists to help the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® for international missions (LMCO) exceed its $175 million goal for 2020. 

“As we begin this new fiscal year, we need to do everything we can to position our International Mission Board financially 
so we can send out all missionaries being called, equipped, and ready for service,” Floyd said. “In this moment in history, 
we cannot retreat. We must be more determined than ever to get the gospel of Jesus Christ to every person in this world. 

“This is why we cooperate together and this is why we do all we can to give the largest offering to our Lottie Moon   
Christmas Offering for international missions,” Floyd added. 

Floyd said the goal is compelling and attainable for the offering that has brought in $4.8 billion since its 1888 inception in 
support of IMB field personnel. 

IMB President Paul Chitwood expressed gratitude for Floyd’s support. 

“The mission impact of the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering testifies to the immeasurable value placed on the Great    
Commission by SBC churches,” Chitwood said. “I’m incredibly grateful for Dr. Floyd’s emphasis on Southern Baptists’   
opportunity and responsibility to give through the 2020 offering. Dr. Floyd leads the cheers for the cooperative mission 
work among Southern Baptists, and his support of the LMCO will be essential in reaching the $175M goal.” 

The executive board of SBC auxiliary Woman’s Missionary Union sets the annual LMCO goal in collaboration with the IMB. 

National WMU Executive Director-Treasurer Sandy Wisdom-Martin pointed out the LMCO’s support of the shared core 
value among Southern Baptists to spread the gospel internationally. 

“The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is critical to our shared commitment to make Him known among the nations.    
We’ve been gifted a rich legacy of cooperative missions passed down through generations over the span of 175 years,”   
Wisdom-Martin said. “It’s our turn to practice incredible generosity so the lost may hear of God’s redeeming love and              
transforming power through Christ.” 

The largest one-year LMCO to date was $165.8 million in 2016, the IMB has reported. The $175 million goal honors 
IMB’s 175 years of leadership and service, and also supports the goal of increasing the number of IMB field workers by 
500 by 2025. 

“Reaching that goal will require faithfulness to the task as exhibited by our earnest prayers and sacrificial financial gifts,” 
Wisdom-Martin said. 

Chitwood said the offering helps Southern Baptists support the vision of the multiethnic church in Revelation 7:9. 

“I am filled with immense gratitude as I consider how God has used Southern Baptists to have a part in making this vision 
a reality, as so many of you have displayed a willingness to pray, give, go and send for the sake of the kingdom of God,” 
Chitwood said. “My prayer is that we will live up to this offering’s legacy through the way we respond to this opportunity 
to give. As you consider your gift, please join me in praying that our missional reach might expand, as we await a multi-
tude too great to number; a great multitude plus you.” 

Floyd promoted the 2020 LMCO goal Sept. 22 in remarks at the SBC Executive Committee meeting. “What a blessing our 
churches are and continually are going to be in giving to international missions as well as our missions here in North 
America,” he told EC members. 

The LMCO is unique in that 100 percent of receipts support Southern Baptist international missions, with no portion    
covering administrative or promotional costs. Since 2019 alone, according to IMB numbers, the LMCO has enabled IMB to 
engage 827 people groups, spread the Gospel to 535,325 people, baptize 47,929, help plant 12,368 churches, help 33,068 
people receive advanced theological training, and help 214 people achieve self-sustaining ownership in missionary work. 

The 2020 offering kicks off with the Week of Prayer for International Missions Nov. 29-Dec. 6 [Berea – Dec. 6-13]. 
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Don’t Let Politics Become Your Idol 
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Some say the distance between heaven and hell is only 18 inches. The distance between your head and your heart. Many 
people know about Jesus. They can list off the things that He did, but they don’t really know Him.  

If we truly know Him, we are a new creation. But notice the “if.” “If” we are in Christ we will be changed. It’s not a given. 
It’s conditional. Your faith won’t be enough to save you, if it’s not enough to change you! 

The old things; selfishness, pride, ownership pass away. But it’s more than behavioral modification, it’s a heart change. 
Our lives become all about Him, because His life was all about us.  

Consider if I lent you our van and you totaled it in an accident. We need a van. Someone is going to have to pay to have it 
replaced. Either I can make you pay, which would be justified, or I could choose to forgive. But, if I forgive, someone is still 
going to have to pay for a new van, it’s just that now it will be me. That is what happened in Christ. We owed a debt. He 
was justified to require it of us, but He chose to take on the debt Himself and to pay it in full.  

Having forgiven us, God gives us a job. We must take this message to everyone. We become His ambassadors. Let’s get to 
work. 

If you are in Christ you have a job to do. Your job isn’t coming to church on Sunday / logging into Facebook. Your job starts 
as you leave the Worship Service. You are an official ambassador to Elizabeth City for the Kingdom of Heaven. You are 
sent today on authority of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, the Supreme Court of the Supreme Court, President and 
Congress. Go out today and get to work, fulfilling your calling, make God’s appeal to your sphere of influence: “Be        
Reconciled to God!” 

Sermon Recap: October 25 - 2 Corinthians 5:16-6:2 - Reconciled Ambassadors 

Sermon Recap: October 18 - 2 Corinthians 5:1-15 - House / Home 
I’m no good at sleeping in unfamiliar beds. The first night away I hardly get any sleep. I wake up achy and more tired than 
when I lay down. Add to that the idea of sleeping on the ground in a tent? I would be excited to make it back home.   

Paul teaches us that our lives here are just like that tent. One day the tent will be taken down and we will finally reach our 
home. Our home above! 

This life is filled with groaning. We groan in temptation, with a propensity to do the wrong thing and a sinful nature that 
leads us astray. We live in an imperfect world where thorns hurt, people cut you off on the road, they say mean things, 
etc. But there is a better world coming.  

The Holy Spirit indwells all believers. This is our down payment. Think about buying a car. You give a down payment as 
proof that you’ll be able to make the monthly payments. In essence you’re telling the bank: “oh I’ve got money. 
Here ,have a little… there’s more where that came from.” This is what the Holy Spirit is for us. God’s goodness indwells us 
as proof and promise of what heaven will be like.  

While we’re in a thorny world let’s look forward to our mortality being swallowed up in life. For those who know Him, 
mortality is a lie… it’s not going to happen… we’re going to live forever, and once we’re there… no thorns! 

I am very thankful to all who stepped up in leading our Worship Services while the Wise family was quarantined. Thank 
You to Matt Thomas & Charlie for preaching. Thank You to Toni Troxell and Marta for singing. Thank You to Jessica for 
running the computer and especially FacebookLIVE so we could participate! 

Today was the first time I had been inside a building other than our house, the first time I had worn contact lenses and 
well… the first time I had worn long pants in three weeks. It was good to be out again! It was good to be singing and 
preaching again! 

Immediately after Paul celebrates the salvation of those to whom he ministers he gives a list. A long list. A “new resume” 
explaining his ministry and the ambassadorship we all enjoy. It is not a happy list.  

This new ambassador’s job that we’ve taken on is a humbling task. We aren’t to be offensive. We’re to follow God’s lead 
in “not counting their trespasses against them,” but in offering salvation through His love.  

To fulfill this mission we don’t stand high and mighty above poor sinners. We join in. We offer reconciliation. We open 
ourselves to those who are lost and show them the way of salvation. Not like the Soup Kitchen server on Thanksgiving, 
but as one standing in line, just as desperately in need of the warming soup of God’s love as anyone else.  

Then Paul goes in a different direction. We can’t take this humility too far. We’ve all done it. We know someone too well, 
we like them too much and it changes our theology. We stop caring that they’re lost. We’re too good of friends to talk 
about spiritual things. 

Paul is determined that we not be partnered with non-Christians. In business. In family. In close friendships. God cannot 
have sin in His presence. Can you? Can you be around things / people contrary to God without it effecting your              
conscience?  

The plea is to be totally sold out to God. To follow Him completely. Only aligned with Him as we open ourselves to offer 
His grace to others. Are you sold out to Him? 

Sermon Recap: November 15 - 2 Corinthians 6:3-7:1 - Transparently Yoked 
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Thank you so much for the goodie bags! I appreciate the little things that you 
do to support us.  - Hannah 

I Would Like To Thank All The Ladies For Giving , Supporting, And Thinking 
About My Teammates And I Through Everything We Been Going Through We 
Really Appreciate It ! - Kayla 

From the Lady Mustangs to the Agape Ladies, thank you for your love and   
support!  It is greatly appreciated! 

Thank You Agape WOM 

Thank You 
Dear Berea Baptist Church, 
The MACU Students and Staff are grateful for the meal that you provided us. Thank you for your kindness and generosity. 
It is appreciated during this difficult time at the university.              Thank you, 

The MACU Team 

Thank you so much for all the calls, cards, phone calls and prayers during my hospitalization and recovery at home.  It has 
been a long road, but I am getting stronger everyday.  Thanks, also, for all the acts of kindness during the passing of my 
sister, Shirley Morris.  It is so comforting to be part of such a caring church family.               In Christ, 

Ted Wilson 

Thank you so much to everyone who helped us “survive” our quarantine! From the numerous calls and cards to the “red 
chair” deliveries that kept us supplied with necessities and goodies...you will never know how much it meant to us! We 
are so blessed to call Berea home!!           Love, 

Jason, Chellie & the Kids 

Sunday School Recap 
Explore the Bible October 18 (Focal passage: Isaiah 37:14-20, 30-35) 
I am a pretty independent person. I don’t like to ask for help unless absolutely necessary. 
More than once, I’ve gotten into a situation that was well beyond my ability, only to get 
in a bind and have to cry out for help. You’ve probably been there too. The response I 
have often (rightly) received was something like, “Why didn’t you call me before? You know I would have answered and 
come to help.” As independent, maybe even stubborn, as I am, there have been certain situations where I simply knew 
better than to even think about trying them myself. 

I knew I had no hope on my own. In those situations, I was glad to have a faithful family member or friend I could call on 
to help. 

In today’s passage, we see Hezekiah in the latter situation. He had been given a word from the king of Assyria. He knew by 
observation and reputation that these were not empty threats. 

The other nations, and the gods they called out to, could not save them from the relentless attack of Sennacherib and the 
vast Assyrian army of more than 185,000 soldiers. However, Hezekiah knew his situation was different. His God was not 
an impotent idol, but rather the one true God, the God of the Armies. 

Hezekiah turned his heart, and his appeal, to God in faith. We must do the same. We are prone to try to walk through life 
in our own strength, in situations big or small. God wants us to, in every situation, call out to, and trust, Him, knowing He 
will answer. 

Bible Studies for Life October 25 (Focal passage: Mark 10:13-22 ) 
What is Christ worth to you? I ask this question because many times we will say He is worth     
everything to us. But our commitment to Him says something else. Commitment is giving all of 
ourselves to something, no matter the cost. For many, we are committed to basketball. When our 
school plays, we make sure we clear our calendar to be able to watch them. When the month of 
March rolls around, I’ve heard stories of teachers putting on the games in school for students to 
watch their team play. Why is this the case? We are committed to our teams. But today we are going to look at how we 
are to commit our whole life in trust and obedience to Christ. 

In Mark 10 we see that there are children trying to come up to Christ. However, Christ’s disciples stop them. Then Christ 
rebukes them saying, “Let the children come to me.” He uses this as a teachable moment telling all that we must come to 
the Kingdom like a child. We trust Christ like a child trusts. 

We see a young man asks Christ what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus goes through the commandments with him. 
Then the young man says, “Lord I have kept all of these.” Total commitment is demonstrated as we strive for                 
obedience.  But what we are going to see is this was only partial obedience. 

Jesus tells him to sell everything and follow Him. The young man walked away because he had many possessions. We 
must learn to follow Christ wholeheartedly. 



 

Offerings can continue to be mailed to the Church/Treasurer, dropped off to the church during 
office hours or brought to Worship in the gym. Thank you for your continued financial faithfulness!! 7 

On Sunday, October 25 your Church Council met with 11 members present. We discussed how things are    
progressing through the Pandemic and heard report on many of the things that have continued going on at 
Berea during these partially shut-down times. There were a couple of things we wanted to share with the full 
church body and for some we’d like your input. 

Nominating Committee Update - there are a few empty slots for this church year. If you’re ready to serve 
please contact the church office to be directed to the committee. 

Finance Committee Update - the church budget was exceeded in the church year that ended in August, thank 
you for giving! The new year’s budget is a “renewal” of the previous year’s with the only change being a “fix” 
to the copier lease line to align it with actual expenses. 

Basketball Ministry - the 2020-2021 season has been officially canceled. 

Beginning November 1 we will be producing a “Bulletin / Prayer List” for distribution each Sunday during   
Worship in the Gym. Copies can be made available in the church office at other times if you are unable to 
attend in person Worship Services. 

Business Meetings - We have not had a church-wide Business Meeting during the Pandemic. So far, there 
haven’t been any issues that couldn’t be handled otherwise. However, we want to begin preparations in case 
we need to hold one before we are all able to meet comfortably in person. If you are currently unable to 
attend an in-person Business Meeting would you be willing to attend via FacebookLIVE? Zoom? If specific    
motions were available in advance would you be willing to offer written discussion and submit absentee      
ballots? Throughout the Pandemic it has been the desire of Berea to not ignore or make decisions without the 
full church family having opportunity to participate. Please contact the church office or your family Deacon 
with your impressions of how we could best include you, even if you are unable to meet in person.  

These have been trying times, thank you Bereans for your understanding as we have done our best to lead 
effectively to God’s glory. To that end, the Church Council will join the Deacons in resuming monthly meetings 
(typically the 4th Sunday immediately following Morning Worship). If you are the Chairperson or Director of 
any of Berea’s Committees or Organizations you are encouraged to attend. 

Church Council Report 

September 27, 2020 
General $2,917.00 
Youth 100.00 
Memorial        65.00 
TOTAL $3,082.00 

October 4, 2020 
General $4,357.95 
Basketball 400.00 
Bldg. & Grounds 200.00 
Awana 120.00 
Sunday School 25.00 
Security              200.00 
Memorial           75.00 
TOTAL $5,377.95 

October 11, 2020 
General              $3,600.28 
TOTAL $3,600.28 

October 18, 2020 
General $2,878.25 
Lottie Moon 5.00 
Awana 162.00 
Security              250.00  
TOTAL $3,295.25 

October Financials  
October 25, 2020 
General $2,201.00 
Cale Bunk          50.00  
TOTAL $3,295.25 

The Chancel Choir will be presenting their Christmas Cantata, We Sing Noel on 

Sunday, December 20 during our Sunday Morning Worship. Please plan to join us 

for this special time of worship! 
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Berea Baptist Church 

2033 North Road Street 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Find us on the Web: www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 
Facebook.com/bereabaptistchildrensministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 

2 Dawn Johnson 
 Erica Meads 
3 Jerry & Tracy Newell 
6 Wilma Jackson 
7 Mary Dozier 
 Bonnie Spear 
8 Barbara Doxey 
 Leroy Seier 
 James Wooton 
10 Allen Smith 
13 Kent Alexander 
 John Long 
 Richard Rindels 
 Paul Whitehead 

14 Kim Wall 
16 Ramona Hodges 
 Michael Johnson 
 Drew Krebs 
17 Kelly Winslow 
19 Emma Finley 
 Vernon Smithson 
21 Susan Martin 
23 Geralene Smithson 
24 Nathan Martin 
26 Chris Vallas 
28 Frank Lilly 

Let’s celebrate together 


