
 

 

 

       

  

 

  

“And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me, and also of the king’s words 

that he had spoken to me. So they said, ‘Let us rise up and build.’ Then they set their hands to this 

good work.” Nehemiah 2:18 

Friends,  God has  been  good  to  us.  He  has  blessed  us  beyond  measure.  For  160  years  He 

has allowed Berea Baptist Church to be a light to Northern Elizabeth City on the corner of Berea 

Church Road (I’m guessing it had a different name, or didn’t exist 160 years ago) & North Road 

Street.  Echoing  the  words  of  Nehemiah  “the  hand  of  my  God  [has]  been  good  upon  [us].”  He 

has allowed this church to see hundreds baptized here. He has allowed us to send out Pastors and 

Missionaries. He has allowed us to expand our facilities, build buildings and pay off debt. He has been 

good to us. 

The above verse was the theme of the Chowan Association’s 211th annual meeting held at Hertford 

Baptist  on  October  18.  I  had  the  privilege  to  preach  the  evening  message.  In  preparation  for 

this opportunity to speak to the messengers of our Association, I thought about the call to “Rise Up 

and Build.” I considered that call against the backdrop of our culture. Ninety percent of churches are 

plateaued or dying. The world around us grows more secular by the minute. We are in the midst of 

the ugliest Presidential race any of us can remember. And yet we are told to “Rise Up and Build.” 

God has been good to Berea, but we would have to admit that our church is a part of the ninety 

percent. He’s been faithful, but we are not growing like we should. We are not the Lighthouse we once 

were. We are not filling the chairs and pews like we used to. Instead of “Rise Up and Build” we have 

allowed ourselves to fall into a state of “sit back and wait.” God has not changed. The God of Victory is 

still the One who desires to add to our number daily those who are being saved (Acts 2:47).  

It is a New Day at Berea. Our sitting days must come to an end. Our waiting days are behind us. 

Our weeks of staying home, or watching from afar must stop. Now is a time to “Rise Up and Build.” 

Souls hang in the balance. God will give Victory, if we but obey and allow Him to lead us. Will you 

join me to “Rise Up and Build?” 

Love you All,  Jason 

P.S. - Thank  You  to  all  who  graciously  and / or  generously  honored  our  family  during  Pastor 

Appreciation Month and my Birthday! Your thinking of us makes us feel very special & honored to 

serve Berea. 

November 2016 

BereaOne Life 



Berea Student Ministry 
Just my thoughts:   It was hot! The best guess we had was that it was pushing 110 degrees with 

humidity that would not allow you breath. Add to that we were working 2 feet from the sun with no 

shade anywhere and I’m fairly certain I’ve never been so hot or sweat so much (or drank so much 

water!), but before we could even do the work we had to walk everywhere, or make the long hike up 

the  mountain  with  so  many  tools  and  supplies  in  our  backpacks  that  I  began  to  feel  like  a  pack  mule.  It 

was a grueling experience, but one these people have every day.   

These were the people who’s breakfast, lunch and dinner often consisted of the same thing...nothing. They have no 

water, minimal shelter, even fewer possessions and a joy that pours out of every smile. They often made me 

ashamed of the things I waste and my petty complaints & grumbling. These were the people of Haiti that I was 

privileged to serve, or did they serve me? At this point, I’m uncertain who blessed who more and who was really 

doing the teaching. 

Day after day, Haitians lined up side by side with us and served, with no expectation of anything. I observed a 

grown man standing 6’4” kneeling to play with a little girl or feed a hungry little boy. We brought them food and 

water  and  they  served  it  first  to  others.  I  witnessed  a  young  man  with  very  little  dig  into  his  pocket  to 

give a family a dollar. They held our ladders, they climbed on the roof, they carried materials, they cared for each 

other and they showed us Christ’s love in action. They are beautiful people indeed. 

With so many limitations and distinct disadvantages they have every excuse for why they can’t serve and yet they 

are examples of what it means to live for Christ. This leaves me with a challenge for you. What’s your excuse? I 

witness weekly a ministry that could be so much more struggle with finding help. Why? Is it too hot? Or are we too 

comfortable?  Is  it  because  we  don’t  have  time,  or  is  it  because  we  won’t  make  time?  It  is  time  to  serve,  

not tomorrow, today. It is time to get up and get going. Join a ministry today and serve. For those wondering, 

AWANA  needs  your  help!  25-30  children  and  just  a  handful  of  adults  is  not  going  to  work.  Adults,  who 

are volunteering, just like you should be doing.  I implore and beg you to help. Let’s make this ministry, not aver-

age, not good…but great! Don’t allow a comfortable attitude or excuses to hinder your service to the Lord.  The 

time is now to serve.   

Children’s Ministry Needs:   

Nursery  workers  for  Wednesday  nights,  adults  for  listening  to  Awana  clubbers  recite  memory  verses  

and complete sections in their handbooks (6:30-7), volunteers for Awana 

Snacks – Gold Fish, pre-packaged Jell-O cups, string cheese, Oatmeal Crème Pies, pretzels, Capri Sun Juice – 

grape, cherry, or lemonade, and Grape or Apple Juicy Juice boxes. 

Items for the Awana Store including school supplies, small Christmas trinkets (to be used as gifts clubbers can 

buy for their families), winter hats/gloves, anything Pokémon (cards, clothing, toys, etc.), small bottles of hand 

sanitizer  and  lotion  from  Bath  and  Body  Works  for  girls,  action  figures,  Barbie’s,  Shopkins,  etc.  Just  

a few ideas for you to work with!    

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Youth Opportunities: 

 Lunchtime with Berea Homeschool Students ~ November 17 @ 11:30 (meet @ the Church, bring $5 for lunch) 

 Sunday Night Live @ Mid-Atlantic Christian University ~ November 6 from 4:15-7:15 featuring Bean & Bailey 

and The Redeemed with Greg Coverdale (FREE!) 

 Big Table ~ BBSM Youth Thanksgiving Dinner (Middle & High Students Only) ~ Wednesday, November 23 

from 6:30pm—8:00pm (Bring One Can Good) 

 Sunday Morning Breakfast provided by Youth Sunday School December 11 & February 12 

 Sunday Morning Bible Study ~ 10:00am—11:00am & Wednesday Night Bible Study ~ 6:30pm—8:00pm 



FALL FESTIVAL 2016! 
It’s that time of year…it is getting cooler, the leaves are changing colors and pumpkins everywhere! 

What does all this mean??? 

THE FALL FESTIVAL IS COMING TO BEREA! 

Our Fall Festival will be held Monday evening, October 31 @ 6:00pm-8:00pm.  W e hope you  
will  join  us  for  bales  of  fun! There will be a hotdog  supper, games, hayrides, trunk or treat, costume judg-
ing, cake walks, puppets and good ole’ fellowship!  There will be games for all ages. 

To make this successful, we need YOU! 

We are asking for donations of brownies, cupcakes, cakes for cakewalk and candy / prizes for games.  We will  
need  kitchen  help,  trunk or treat vehicles, hayride & game workers.  There  are  inserts  in  the bulletin and 
in Sunday School classes so you can sign up!  He said to them: A large crop is in the fields, but there are only a 
few workers.  Ask the Lord in charge of the harvest to send out workers to bring it in. Luke 
10:2 

Boxes  are  located  in  the  church  by  the  water  fountain, in the Parlor  and  Fellowship Hall  for  donations 
of candy, snack items and/or other items. 

Please  help  us  in  making  this  not  only  a  fun  time  for  our  church  family  but  an  awesome  Outreach 
for our community.  Please pray for this Outreach as we not only welcome in the fall season, but that GOD’s 
seeds are harvested!  Those seeds that fell on good ground are the people who listen to the message and keep 
it in good and honest hearts.  They last and produce a harvest.  Luke 8:15 

Thank you for your support! 

I am a Jack O’ Lantern  
My lights will shine so bright  
For I’m a Christian pumpkin  
My symbols tell what’s right 

My nose is like the cross  
On which our Savior died  

To set us free from sin  
We need no longer hide 

My mouth is like a fish  
The whole wide world to show  

That Christians live in this house  
And love their Savior so! 

The story starts at Christmas 
My eyes are like the star 

That shone on Baby Jesus 
And wise men saw from far 

My color, it is orange 
Just like the big bright sun 
That rose on Easter Day 

Along with God’s own Son 

And so on Halloween 
Let’s set our pumpkins out 
And tell the trick or treaters 

What God’s love is all about!  

Jack O’ Lantern Poem 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family 

Kind words can be short and easy to speak, but their echoes 

are endless. 
Wilton, Bill, Steve, Frank, Doug P., Doug R., Mark, Walton 

Bonswa!  I  bring  you  greetings  and  many  thanks  from  the  beautiful  country  of  Haiti.  From  all  of  the 

Troxell family we want to extend our most heartfelt thanks for your love and support, both through prayer and 

finances,  as  we  fulfilled  the  Lord's  call  to  go  to  Haiti.  It  was  truly  an  amazing  experience,  one  that  enabled  us  to  

serve  in  a  variety  of  capacities.  Roofing,  home  repairs,  children's  revivals  and  a  block  party,  medical  clinics,  home  visits, 

preaching, and community feedings were just some of the ways the Lord allowed us to be His hands and feet and it was largely 

because of your support that we were able to go. Again, thank you from all of us!                   ~ The Troxells 



The Story of Kojo and a Yo-Yo 
My family of nine shared a one-room clay house. We had little money or food. My mom 

worked in the local high school cafeteria and fed us with leftover rice and peanut soup. My 

dad worked in a sugar cane field. They loved us very much. 

I walked two miles to school every day. During my long walks, I prayed and sang. I didn’t have 

enough money for lunch, so during that period I climbed a tree and waited in hunger for class 

to begin again. I am grateful for the challenges and financial difficulties I faced as a child, though, because 

they made me rely on God. 

One Friday morning when I was 12 years old, my friends announced that they were not going to school that 

day, so I went alone. That afternoon, most of my classmates had already gone home when we heard a loud 

noise. The teacher told us to go outside and see what was happening. We found that children from four to five 

other schools had come to join us for a program about God. During this special event, I received Jesus as my 

Lord and Savior. 

The leaders taught us the song “Jesus Loves Me.” Normally when I learn a new song, it doesn’t stick—but this 

one did. 

Then they started distributing shoeboxes. Going to school that morning, I felt tired, but when I got the box,        

I felt so strong.  I felt something new.  I was so excited I ran home to show my box to my family.  I had never 

received a gift before, but inside my shoebox I found a yo-yo, a toy car, and some pencils—pencils made in the 

United States! I felt so proud that someone in America loved me. 

When my friends saw my gifts, they ran all the way to school to try and get one too, but they were all gone. 

God used my shoebox to plant a seed in me. I started going to church every Wednesday and Sunday. I just 

wanted to sleep in the church because David said, “I was glad when they said unto me, ‘Let us go into the 

house of the Lord’” (Psalm 122:1, KJV). I made the Lord my No. 1 priority. 

I don’t have the yo-yo anymore. I don’t have the toy cars or the pencils either, but I have one thing that has not 

changed: “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” The shoebox gave me all that I need and 

that’s the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When  I  grew  up,  I applied  to  schools  all  over  the  world.  Then  I  learned  about  Tusculum  College  in 

East Tennessee. I hadn’t heard of it before, but I applied and was accepted. 

There,  I  went  to  a  church  that  packed  Operation  Christmas  Child  shoebox  gifts,  and  it  dawned  on  me 

that  I  received  one  of  those  as  a  child.  That  little  yo-yo,  those  pencils,  and  that  toy  car  brought  me 

here. It reminds me of when David asks, “Who am I … that you have brought me thus far?” (2 Samuel 7:18, ESV). 

I am now a senior at Tusculum College and will graduate in December. My plan is to be a pharmacist in order 

to contribute to God’s mission in the world. 

What to Pack: 
 A “WOW” item: Something that captures the child’s attention (doll, ball, yo-yo, 

jump rope, toys that make noise or light up. 

 School Supplies:  Pens, pencils, paper, crayons, etc. 

 Non-liquid Hygiene Products: Toothbrush, combs, wash cloths, bar soap, etc. 

 Accessories: Hair clips, flashlights (with batteries), socks, hats, jewelry, etc. 

 Craft Kits 

 A Personal Note 

What NOT to Pack: 
Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military 

figures; chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink 

mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable 

items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans.  

Our church goal this year is to pack 75 shoeboxes. We cannot do this without YOUR help! 

Please place your packed shoebox with your $7.00 donation (to cover shipping/delivery 

costs) beneath the Christmas tree display in the parlor. For those of you who would like to 

track your package, you can pay online at www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-

christmas-child and print out a label with tracking information to follow your package to it’s 

destination. What an awesome way to share God’s love with children around the world!! 



November Sanctuary Flowers 

November 6 In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Richard Durham and Mr. & Mrs. Berry Tedder 

by Bill & Jean Durham. 

November 13 In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Alexander and Mr. & Mrs. Charlie R. 

Sawyer by the Don Alexander Family. 

November 20 In memory of Joe & Margaret Hodges, Bobby Winslow, Sr., David Winslow 

Rosco & Elsie Ralph by Bobby Winslow & Family. 

November 27 In memory of Jackie Sawyer Smith, M.G. “Red” & Earline Sawyer and 

Ralph & Shirley Basnight by Donald & Bonnie Chappell and Will & Erin 

Tyson. 

Join us Sunday morning, November 6 at 7:30am for our Baptist 

Men’s Breakfast. We hope to see you there! 

Thursday, November 17 at Noon 

in the Old Fellowship Hall. 

Annual Thanksgiving Luncheon 

Prayer Request Cards are available 

in the pew racks and the Prayer     

Request List is in the Parlor. 

Our monthly church council meeting will be held 

Monday, November 7 at 7:00pm 

Per our bylaws: “The Church Council consists of the Pastor, other ministerial 
staff, Chairman of Deacons and the Chairpersons/Directors of all committees 
and organizations.” We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting! 

The EDGE Sunday School Class is excited to host the next Family 
Movie Night on Saturday, November 5th! We'll be showing the hugely 
popular movie God's Not Dead 2! There is NO COST to get in and 
see the movie that everyone's talking about! Please share this with 
your friends, neighbors, and family, and invite them for a night of 
awesome fellowship! The doors will open at 5:30, so you can get your 
food and grab a good seat! The movie will start at 6:00pm. 

Our concessions will include BBQ sandwiches, nachos, and hot dogs for 
only $1.00! All of our yummy baked goodies, drinks, ice cream, and 
popcorn (we couldn't have a movie night without it!) are just 50¢! The 
proceeds  from  our  concessions  will  benefit  both  local  and foreign 
missions and outreach opportunities the class supports. 

What better way to spend an evening together? See y'all at the movies! 



The Gideons International is a diverse association representing many Protestant denominations - all with a 
common interest in spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
All Gideons uphold these core beliefs: 
 The Bible is the inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of God 
 The Lord Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God 
Frankie Gordon will be coming to share with us more on the Gideon Ministry, Sunday, November 6 during 
our Morning Worship. 

November 20 - Agrippa / Festus - 25-26 
November 27 - Trip to Rome - 27:1-28:10 
December 4 - Rome at Last - 28:11-28 
December 11 - Acts 29 - 28:28-31 

Sunday, November 6 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back on Saturday night before you go to bed! 

Our Basketball Ministry is in need of volunteers!! We are currently looking for a head coach 
for our Lads team as well as a concessions leader and concession workers. Anyone willing 
to help with this thriving ministry of our church this coming season please contact Chris 
Vallas @ 338-8022. 

 

October 30 - Sanhedrin - 22:30-23:25 
November 13 - Felix - 24 
 



Rev. Dale Crowley, Jr.  began his vocational ministry at Berea Baptist Church. 
Below is the resignation  letter he presented to the congregation on July 1, 1951. In 
response to God’s call and general Douglas MacArthur's plea for Christian workers 
in post-war Japan, Dale and his wife, Mary Henderson Crowley, moved to war-torn 
Japan  as  missionaries  from  1952  to  1961.  Upon  returning  to  the  states  he  
continued his ministries by receiving his master’s degree in linguistics from  
Georgetown University and working with the Peace Corp in Hawaii as a linguist. He 
and  his  wife  founded  The  Henry  Opukahaia  School  in  Hilo,  which  educated 
hundreds of students in its 20-year history. In 1976 he returned to the D.C. area to  
spend the remainder of his life sharing in his father’s radio ministry. 

Rev. Crowley died peacefully in Christ at his home in Kernersville, North Carolina, 
on August 26, 2016 at the age of 87. Memorial gifts may be sent to King’s Business 
Ministries, Box 1, Washington, D.C. 20044. 

Dear Friends in Christ of Berea: 

In the lives of all God’s Children who seek to serve Him in foreign fields there  come  times  when  certain  ties  at  
home  have  to  be  broken.  It  is therefore  with  a  deep  sense  of  sadness  that  I  write  this  letter  to  you,  and  
yet  there  is  joy  in  realizing  that God always leads us in paths of His own choosing. 

Our work here among you is about finished. You have been praying with us that God will send us out to Japan in 
His own time, and we believe that that time is drawing near. Although it is going to be hard to leave you after such 
a short time together, we all know that His wisdom is far greater than ours. 

Therefore, believing this to be God’s leading in our lives, my last day as pastor of Berea Church will be Sunday, 
July 29, 1951. 

Mrs. Crowley and I will spend the following few months in intensive missionary training, after which, around the 
first of the year, we will be making definite preparation for sailing to Japan. 

We  can  only  say  that  these  few  months  serving  the  Lord  with  you  have  been  wonderful.  We  feel  that  
God has honored and richly blessed us in allowing us to spend our first year serving Him together here, and for 
anything that he has been able to accomplish here through our lives we are humbly grateful and He gets all the 
glory. We’ve grown to love you and will be praying always that you’ll continue to be faithful to God and His Word 
in this community. Please pray for us. 

Sincerely and respectfully submitted, 
Dale Crowley, Jr., Pastor 

Excerpt from his son’s eulogy: 

It is because of the mercy and grace of Christ that our father and grandfather, whom 
we honor today, grew up in a Christian home with a Christian father, Dale Crowley, Sr. 
even though Dale Sr.’s own father was the town drunk. Thank God that Dale Crowley’s 
father,  Dale  Sr.  broke  that  destructive  cycle  of  drunkenness  and  together  with  
Marguerite Crowley raised two sons, Dale Crowley and Bob Crowley, to be Christians 
and then preachers of the gospel. 

It is because of the mercy and grace of Christ that Dale Crowley himself trusted in the 
death and resurrection of Christ to pay his sin, rescue him from hell, and bring him 
back to God. 

It is because of the mercy and grace of Christ that Dale Crowley and his very young 
bride, Mary, had the courage to leave America for the devastation that was post-war 
Japan to make God famous there. 

It was because of the mercy and grace of Christ that their ministry there resulted in scores of believers and a strong 
church that 60 years later still proclaims Christ in Arakawaoki, Japan, and has sent out missionaries to other parts of 
the world. 
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Find us in the Web…   www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On …            facebook.com/bereaone.org 

      facebook.com/bereastudentministry 

Email Us…     office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us…    252-338-8128 


