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Musings
Let the message about the Messiah dwell richly among you, teaching and admonishing
one another in all wisdom, and singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, with gratitude
in your hears to God. Colossians 3:16

Where do you like to eat? How many of the 21 standard weekly meals does your
family enjoy at home? At a restaurant? Someone else’s house? Do you prepare the
meals, or does someone else do the cooking?
Physical nourishment is essential to our health & wellbeing, obviously, but how we
get nourished… that doesn’t really matter. If you were to eat the same meal at
home, someone else’s house, or at a restaurant your body wouldn’t see much of a
difference. Vitamins are vitamins no matter where they come from. Calories count
the same regardless of who pulled the pan from the oven.
Spiritual nourishment is a bit different. We can take all of our spiritual meals during
Sunday Worship and never really grow in our faith. Remaining in spiritual infancy
being spoon fed the basic truths of the faith, without developing into maturity.
A much healthier approach would be to grow in our discipleship to the point where
we could effectively take spiritual meals at home, feeding ourselves. This comes
through the study of God’s word, prayer for guidance from the Spirit and a steady
walk of obedience in the example of Christ.
Those two are very different. There is a big difference between going to a restaurant
for a professionally crafted meal and making it “from scratch” at home. The first
merely requires the ability to read a menu and pay a check. The second requires
culinary knowledge & training. The kind of help one would have growing up at home
watching Mom & Dad cook, or the kind of training you might get by eating at
someone else’s house as they show you how to make a meal.
The same holds true spiritually. We have to learn to feed ourselves. We have to find
a place where we can observe others providing nourishment in a way that we can
learn to nourish ourselves. A place where “the message about the Messiah” could be
taught through “admonishing one another in all wisdom.”
This place is the Small Group Bible Study. At Berea we call those Sunday School.
Sunday School is the place where we learn about our faith, living it out with other
believers. It is the place where we can ask questions and learn in a more
conversational way.
Do you attend Sunday School? If not, where do you take your spiritual meals? If you
want to grow to maturity, you need to be able to feed yourself. If you need lessons
on how to feed yourself & encouragement along the way, you need to be involved in
Sunday School.
Just like every Sunday, we’ll have Sunday School this Sunday at 10. We even offer
breakfast at 9:20 to help you physically prepare! Hope to see you this Sunday… at
Sunday School!
Love You All, Jason
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You cannot live a perfect day without doing something for someone who
will never be able to repay you.
~John Wooden
And do not forget to do good and to share with
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
Hebrews 13:16 (NIV)

Next Meeting:
Monday, May 8 @ 7:00pm

Operation INASMUCH Schedule for May 6
This is a wonderful opportunity for Bereans to reach out into our
community and share the love of Christ with those around Elizabeth City.
There are a variety of projects, so there is something for everyone!
Please come take part in this day of ministry.
Projects include:
� Building a wheelchair ramp
� Lunch preparation for OIAM participants
� Cook and/or delivering meals for “Meals on Wheels”
� Clothes Closet
� Visiting shut-ins & the nursing home
� Albemarle Food Bank
� Helping @ the Recycle Center
� WMU Collections Projects
� Other Home Projects

Homebound Membership
Aging is a aspect of life we often do not like to think about. The aging of
a loved one, perhaps a parent or a grandparent. For many of us it can be
our own aging. As we get older we are often unable to do the things we
once loved.
If anyone knows of a church member who is no longer able to attend
church, or if you yourself are unable to attend any longer, please let me
know.
These members are still very important to our church and we want to be
sure that we keep in contact with them on a regular basis.
You can call me at (252) 330-4955.
Thank you,
Dawn Lilly
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Contact the church office with your prayer requests.

Ministry Opportunities:
� Summer

workers
Wednesday Nights.

for

� Teachers for Vacation Bible

School (see Jessica Troxell for
details)
� Van Drivers for Wed. Nights &

Sun. Mornings, Helpers for
Sunday School & Children’s
Church on Sun. Mornings.
� Snack: Gold Fish, Pre-packaged

Bounce House fun @ our Annual Easter Egg Hunt!

Jell-O Cups, String Cheese,
Oatmeal Crème Pies, Pretzels,
Capri Sun Juice—Grape, Cherry,
or Lemonade, and Grape or
Apple Juicy Juice boxes.
Upcoming Youth Opportunities:
� LunchTIME: Berea Homeschool

Six little girls took to the stage glittering under the
spotlights in their cheerleading uniforms. They
did forward rolls, high V’s, cart wheels, round
offs, all mixed with a fun dance routine. The day
was a complete success as the team brought
home 2nd place in their division and won the Spirit
Award out of nearly 20 teams. From my
perspective the day was a success from the moment a particular blonde
by the name of Leia ran out on the stage until the moment she stood
with a beaming smile that said, “I did it!”
Do you have “I did it” moments as you walk with the Lord? The moment
you cross from fear & trepidation to the moment you step up & share
your testimony with someone. That moment you step from behind your
fear of embarrassment and pray with a co-worker. There are many
things that keep us from stepping out onto the big stage in front of
everyone and sharing our relationship with Jesus and what that
relationship can do for others, but it’s time we step forward and have
our own “I did it” moments. It is time for us to share our story of how
Jesus changed our lives. It is time to invest in others the way Jesus has
invested in us. It is time for us to live a life filled with “I did it” moments
as we walk with Jesus.

Students—May 25 @ 10:45
(meet @ the church to deliver
meals with lunch to follow.
Bring $5.)
� Sunday

Morning Breakfast
provided by Youth & Edge
Sunday School
June 11

� World Changers - Philadelphia,

PA
July 8-15
� Sunday Morning Bible Study

10:00am-11:00am
� Wednesday Night Bible Study

6:30pm-8:00pm

As the story goes, Leia had her “I did it” moment and while the awards
were great for her, the swell of pride & joy I felt for her was better than
anything I’ve ever experienced. I cheered, I may have cried a bit
(probably from the dust in the air) and I cheered some more! It got me
thinking that I bet God feels the same way about each of us as we act in
obedience & share our faith. I fully believe that God cheers for us and
celebrates, as any proud Father would, as their child has success. So
remember, as you step into your next “I did it” moment, that your
heavenly Father is cheering you on.
~ Pastor Charlie (252) 333-4242 mobile
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May’s Ministry Opportunities
Baptist on Missions
Baptist Men’s Breakfast: Sunday, May 7 @ 7:30am.

Sundays
�
9:20am Breakfast
�
10:00am Sunday School
�
11:00am Worship
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays
�
10:00am Open Exercise
Tuesdays
�
5:15pm Puppets
�
6:30pm Contemp. Choir
Wednesdays
�
6:15pm Chancel Choir
�
6:30pm AWANA/BBSM
�
7:00pm Bible Study

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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Church Council
5/1 @ 7:00pm
Senior Ministry
5/4 @ 11:15am
National Day of Prayer
Operation Inasmuch
5/6 @ 8:00am
Baptist Men’s Breakfast
5/7 @ 7:30am
Business Meeting
5/7 @ 12:15pm
Deacon’s meeting
5/8 @ 7:00pm
Mother’s Day
5/14
Agape WOM
5/16 @ 7:00pm
Youth “LunchTIME”
5/25 @ 10:45am
Building & Grounds
5/25 @ 7:00pm

May 4 @ 1 1:15am - National Day of Prayer
May 6 @ 11:00am - Operation Inasmuch

Women on Missions
Monthly Meeting:
Tuesday, May 16 @ 7:00pm
Old Fellowship Hall.

May 1 @ 7:00pm

May 7 @ 12:15pm

May Sanctuary Flowers
May 7

In memory of Bob Cooke by Janet Cooke.

May 14

In memory of Mr. & Mrs. James Ross Brothers, Sr.
John Paul Brothers, Sr. and Bobby Brothers by the
Gary Markham family.

May 21

In memory of Steward & Mildred Miller Hooper by
Donald & Bonnie Chappell and Will & Erin Tyson.

May 28

In memory of James A. Boothe, Minnie Boothe Davis,
Harold Boothe, and Adelle Boothe by the family.

Ordinance of Baptism Celebrated
We rejoiced this past month as we watched two of our younger
members follow in obedience into the waters of baptism. Skylar and
Jacob Tidd, we celebrate with you as you take this first step of many
in your walk with the Lord. We as your church family pledge to walk
beside you as you continue to strive to live each day of your life
drawing closer to our Lord & Savior.

Thank You
Dear Church Family,
Mary and I would like to thank everyone for the cards, letters, visits and
prayers surrounding my recent surgery and recovery. We are so blessed
to have such love and support from you all.
Doug & Mary Pritchard
Thank you so much for building the great ramp at our house. God bless
the whole team for a great job. It works great for both of us. God bless
your whole team for such great work.
In Christian Love,
Erna & Virginia Bright
Doug and I want to thank you so much for the soup and cracker lunch
you delivered to us via Preacher Jason and Chellie. Had to dig right in—
and it was delicious. Just what the doctor ordered.
Thanks & Love to All!!
Lois & Doug Rogerson
I want to say thank you for taking the time to come build me my ramp.
Johnny Riley
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Let’s celebrate together

5
7
8
10
13

John & Marie Long
Donnie & Anita Byrd
Kristy Poulson
Becky Winslow
Douglas & Celia Ferguson
Samantha Harrell
Garland & Carolyn Sanders
Don Alexander
Gary & Cathy Markham
Faith Kitchen
Chuck Pritchard

15
16
19
20
21
25
26
27
30

Terry Taylor
Jean Cartwright
Chris & Cindy Vallas
Chastity Bundy
Gearldean Thompson
Cody Hudson
Richard & Susan Martin
Frank & Dawn Lilly
Kyle Hewitt
Tara Hunter
Doug & Geri Davis
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