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“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’” 

Sanctuary Worship Services will resume May 30. 

The last time Berea met in our Sanctuary was March 8, 2020. We had an Usher’s 
meeting during Sunday School. We had Sunday School. 

Our sermon was about the Holy Spirit in the Baptist Faith & Message Sermon      
Series. Mr. Fahey was our Deacon of the week.  

When we regather in the Sanctuary on May 30 we will have held 4 services on 
FBLive only, 7 Drive-In and 52 in the Gym for a grand total of 63 Sundays out of the 
Sanctuary.  

It has been a strange and different year, but it has had its benefits too. We have 
come together for worship in more creative ways than ever. We have utilized all the 
tools at our disposal to attempt to keep everyone together. We have learned new 
songs and worshiped with a more fluid order of service. 

Why do we miss the Sanctuary? We have set aside the room that we call the     
Sanctuary for a special purpose. Many of us have made spiritual decisions in that 
very room. Many of us would say the closest we’ve ever been to God is in that 
room. 

But is there really anything so special about our Sanctuary? Yes and no. To us as 
individuals it is special, but in a spiritual sense it really is just another room. It is a 
tool to help us draw closer to God.  

The biggest thing we have missed in the last year plus is not a room. The biggest 
thing we have missed is fellowship.  

We need each other. We need time where we can be together to spur one another 
on to love and good works (Hebrews 10:24). We need to be the spiritual iron that 
sharpens iron (Proverbs 17:17).  

I look forward to being back in the Sanctuary. I look forward to being able to hear 
your voices as we sing. I look forward to being able to shake hands and hug (not 
expecting all of this May 30). 

But what we really need most as Bereans is our Small Group times. We need      
Sunday School. We need our friends. 

As May 30 approaches I hope you likewise rejoice that we may reenter the room 
we call the Sanctuary, but I hope you are even more excited to get back together in 
small groups to offer the love and support we all so desperately need. 

The Pandemic is passing. Vaccines are prevalent. We have been able to continue 
gathering in worship. Now it’s time to gather in Fellowship. 

Love you all, 
Jason 
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Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 

 

There is a difference between Acceptance and Resignation. 

Resignation is barren of Faith in the Love of God. It says, 
“Grievous circumstances have come to me. There is no escaping 
them.” 

Acceptance says, “I Trust the goodwill, the love of my God. I’ll 
open my arms and my understanding to what He has allowed to 
come to me.” Thus Acceptance leaves the door of Hope wide 
open to God’s creative plan. 

“This is the Victory that has overcome the world 
 - our Faith” 
1 John 5:4 
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Next Meeting: March 8 @ 7:00pm 

Handyman Ministry 

This ramp was built for Diane       
McPherson  

This ramp was built for Mark Ashworth's 
mother. She is confined to a wheel chair. 

This ramp was built for Stephanie. She is 
an amputee. 

This ramp was built for Charles & Jean 
Jarvis. 

Mr. Harrell and Other Handymen, 

Please accept this small token of our gratitude for your “labor of love” to build the         
wheelchair ramp for my mom and Dad. I am looking forward to getting Daddy outside this 
weekend without my husband and I having to bump him down the front steps which is not a 
safe situation for him or us! (When you are 95 even your children aren’t young!) 

What an amazing community service you are providing for those that could never afford to 
pay the price that a contractor would charge for materials and labor. I don’t think there could 
be a more valuable contribution to elder care than being able to safely get out of your home. 
I was always concerned that I would need to get them out when there by myself and had no 
way to do that. I am so grateful! 

I know Berea Baptist Church is extremely proud to have such dedicated members of their 
congregation. 

Take care and God bless, 
Gay Jarvis Brothers 
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Given a piece of paper and pen, and asked to write down 
your list of accomplishments, what would you 
write? Would you list out the awards you've                 
received and promotions you've achieved on the job? 
Would you proudly write down the names of each family 
member, child, grandchild, and so on? What about     
trophies for bowling, golf or other athletic endeavors? 
Or maybe you would be proud of all the cool stuff you've 
accumulated over the years? 

Given the same opportunity, and a lack of humility we would not have seen, 
the Apostle Paul could have come up with a fairly impressive list himself. 
Were he so inclined to boast, his list could have included writing many, 
many books of the New Testament including Romans and 1&2 Corinthians 
to name a few, as well as discipling and mentoring those who would go on 
to be great leaders in their own ways. Perhaps he would even note that he 
himself was once a Pharisee to go along with his impressive career as a  
leader of the early church and a well traveled missionary. 

However, Philippians 3:7-8 paints a very different picture as Paul himself 
says, "But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of 
Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 
consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ." Garbage? Really? That 
seems like a harsh way to view such an amazing life, however Paul            
recognized that without Christ it is worthless. Without Christ all of these 
accomplishments and things he had accumulated were of no value,          
specifically of no eternal value. Further, Paul knew none of these things that 
have earthly value could save him and so he counted it all a loss so that he 
could gain Christ. 

How about you? Where are you putting your efforts and investing your time, 
resources and talents? Would you consider everything else a loss to gain 
Christ, or are you trying to hold ever tighter to things that will ultimately be 
gone anyway? While God may have given you much to enjoy while you are 
here, none of it was given to you to put above Him, so choose today to 
count it all loss and gain a deeper, more meaningful relationship with       
Jesus.   

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Awana is so fun even our animals want to join in! 
Pictured Left: T & T Clubber Libby Sanders with her cute little dog 
all decked out for “Beach Night.” 

Pictured Right: Our Sparks Clubbers being served from our    
GIANT ice cream Sundae on “Ice Cream Night.” 



 

Camp Cale is gearing up for a full summer of kid’s camp and they are in need of your help. There are many 
different ways for you to respond. 
1) You can send your child, grandchild, neighbor, etc. to camp for a week. Details can be found at            

CampCale.com. However, you will want to act fast. As of this week there are only 10 girls spots and 50 
boys spots left for this summer! 

2) You can pray. There are only a few weeks left until summer begins and Cale is calling for prayer warriors to 
bathe their camps in prayer. There will be a prayer guide posted weekly on their Facebook page:             
facebook.com/campcale that will help to guide you in what to pray for specifically. 

3) You can donate food and supplies. As you can imagine, it can get expensive providing food, paper products 
and cleaning supplies for campers all summer long. Your donations help to offset the cost of summer 
camp. You can find a list of the needed items below. They ask that you please deliver the item to the Cale 
Office by May 28th if possible. If you need to deliver after this date, please contact the camp office at (252) 
264-2513 to make arrangements. Also, please check the expiration dates on all food items given. 

Donated Items needed for Summer Camp 2021 
Food Item 
 Apple Juice & Grape Juice 
 (96 oz. plastic bottles) 
 Country Time lemonade/Kool-aid 
 (Large Containers 82 oz.) 
 Canned Pineapples 
 (Large Canes 100+ oz.) 
 Green Beans 
 (Large Cans (100+ oz.) 
 Cereal 
 (Rice Krispies, Frosted Flakes,  
 Honey-Nut Cheerios) 
 Maple Syrup 
 Chocolate Chips 
 Hershey Chocolate Bars 
 Marshmallows 

(large) 
 Graham Crackers 
 Pretzels 
 Sugar 
 Spaghetti Noodles 
 Salad Dressing 
 (Ranch, Italian) 
 Bottled Water 

Cleaning Supplies 
 Dish Soap 
 SOS Pads 
 Bleach 
 Clorox Wipes 

Paper Products 
 Foam Plates (3 compartments)* 
 Foam cups (12 oz. or 8 oz.)* 
 Gallon Size Ziploc Bags 
 Paper Towels 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gift Cards 
 Food Lion 
 Walmart 
 Sam’s Club 

*most needed supplies 

Camp Cale Needs You 

Let’s celebrate together 

2 Donnie & Anita Byrd 
3 Kristy Poulson 
 Becky Winslow 
7 Samantha Harrell 
 Garland & Carolyn Sanders 
8 Don Alexander 
 Gary & Cathy Markham 
10 Faith Kitchen 
15 Terry Taylor 
16 Jean Cartwright 
19 Chris & Cindy Vallas 
20 Chasity Bundy 
 Gearldean Thompson 

21 Cody Hudson 
 Judah Tenny 
26 Frank & Dawn Lilly 
27 Kyle Hewitt 
 Tara Hunter 
31 Jezreel Tenny 

Pictured Left: April 15 Ribbon 
Cutting for Cale’s 2nd New   
Bunkhouse. 
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June 13, 2021 

May 23 

12:15pm 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

Berea Sanctuary Reopening 
Mark your calendars! Our Deacons have set a target date for re-entering our Sanctuary. Masks will be optional and you 
are asked to Social Distance as best as you can. Please keep in mind that everyone has different feeling about this virus, so 
respect everyone’s opinions. If someone is wearing a mask, distance appropriately. We are excited to be moving across 
the parking lot and back into the beautiful setting of our Sanctuary. Please join us on 

May 30 @ 11:00am 
We are not certain yet the complete details of the day. Sunday School teacher’s will be contacted and more details about 
the remaining schedule will be disseminated prior to the date. 

To Our Church Family, 
The past few weeks have quite honestly been very difficult. While we trust the Lord and are   
certain that He is in control, we still love and miss my father very much. It is in these difficult 
times that it is so important that God's people come together to serve and love one another, 
while constantly lifting each other up in prayer. There are no words adequate to the task of 
thanking each of you that covered us in prayer, sent flowers to lift our spirits and honor my  
father. The many words of encouragement through phone calls, text messages and cards meant 
a lot to us. And of course we are so thankful for the small comforts brought to us in the form of 
meals and other daily necessities. We love you all and you, our church family, are so very special to us.  
Thank you.  ~ The Troxells 

Thank You 
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Sunday School Recaps 
Explore the Bible – March 28 (Focal passage: Luke 19:29-40) 
One day I was speaking with a friend of mine who serves as the worship leader at a  
nearby church. I asked him what he thought about the repetitive nature of modern   
worship songs. His response was, “It used to bother me until I understood that worship 
isn’t about me.” 

He was right. Whether we worship through singing, service, or prayer, our focus should not be on ourselves. The target of 
our adoration is God and by extension Jesus. 

When the people praised God as Jesus rode into Jerusalem, the Pharisees said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your              
disciples” (v. 39). They wanted Jesus to admonish the crowd and in so doing squelch their blasphemy. The Pharisees    
understood that their praise was a reflection of Jesus’ divine authority. 

In response, Jesus said, “I tell you, if they were to keep silent, the stones would cry out” (v. 40). The crowds knew Jesus 
was worthy of praise. But even if they didn’t, creation would sing of His glory. Nothing can stop Jesus from getting the 
glory He is due. 

How often is your heart hardened during worship on Sunday morning? How often do your preferences stand in the way of 
you glorifying God?  

Whether in song, attitude, or action, Jesus is worthy of our worship. 

Paul says, “…I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your true                  
worship” (Romans 12:1). A living sacrifice is an ongoing means of praise and worship. It extends beyond the weekend. 

Consider all the ways you can worship God each day. Praise is not reserved for 30 minutes on Sunday morning, it’s meant 
to be part of who we are!  

When you find it difficult to show patients to your spouse, consider it an act of worship. When you’re asked to serve in 
children’s ministry or as a greeter, consider that an act of worship. If we fail to offer God the worship He deserves,       
creation will cry out in our place. But rocks make poor substitutes for human hearts. 

Bible Studies for Life – April 4 (Focal passages: John 20:3-9,19-23, 27-29) 
The Easter story may be a familiar one to some, but the resurrection of Jesus is a truth that we 
should often rehearse. An innocent Jesus had been led to the cross of Calvary to die a sinner’s 
death. He suffered and died there, taking on the death that we deserved for our sin. When He died, 
hope seemed to be lost. But Jesus came through on His promise to rise again. 

On Sunday morning, the tomb that held Jesus’ crucified body was empty! God the Father was 
pleased to raise Jesus from the dead, and by doing so, He demonstrated that He was pleased with His perfect sacrifice 
(Romans 8:11). Because Jesus is risen, we can be justified – made righteous before a holy God. Because Jesus is alive, we 
can have the hope of eternal life (1 Corinthians 15:20-23). This is good news! 

Jesus is alive! And He did not just leave the tomb empty, He appeared in flesh to His disciples and many others. Jesus 
proved that He had risen from the dead by appearing to and speaking with those who had seen Him die. He did this so 
that they would believe in the power of God and so they could bear witness to the world. One of the reasons we can trust 
in Jesus today is because He appeared alive to people back then. 

Jesus lives today! His life, death and resurrection are still sufficient to save. When we believe that Jesus is alive, we are 
blessed. In fact, faith in the living Christ grants us forgiveness of our sins and ensures the gift of eternal life. If you’ve    
never asked for Christ’s forgiveness and placed your faith in Him, you can do so now! If you have trusted in Jesus, who can 
you encourage to do the same? Jesus’ resurrection is still our greatest hope! 

Explore the Bible – April 11 (Focal passage: Luke 19:1-10) 
In 2011, an elderly man who claimed he stole cash from a Sears register returned to the 
scene of the crime. He wanted to pay back what he had stolen more than 60 years ago 
with interest. The man left an envelope with a note confessing to the theft along with a 
$100 bill.  

No one knew who he was. When a Sears manager was interviewed about the incident, he guessed that the man’s        
conscience “has been bothering him for the past 60 years.” After decades of guilt hanging over his head, the man must 
have felt an overwhelming sense of freedom. 

Luke records the story of a similar man who probably felt the weight of his sins as he saw Jesus coming into town.        
Zacchaeus, a chief tax collector, was unpopular with his contemporaries. His shady business dealings with the Romans and 
fellow Jews had acquired him great wealth and great mistrust. 

When Jesus invited himself over to Zacchaeus’s house, it must have taken him by surprise. Why would such a well known 
religious leader want to associate with him? The surrounding crowd thought the same thing.  

In response Zacchaeus said, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount” (v. 8). Zacchaeus demonstrated his faith in Jesus by     
repenting and turning over a new leaf. 

No matter who you are, acceptance awaits those who seek Jesus in repentance. Whether your sin has weighed you down 
for 60 years or 60 seconds, Jesus is ready to take the burden off of your shoulders. 

Repentance is not a one-time act either. It’s an ongoing and integrated part of the Christian life. What in your life do you 
need to turn away from? What might you need to confess to God or a trusted friend?  
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Sunday School (cont.) 
1 John 1:9 tells us, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all           
unrighteousness.” Confession is uncomfortable, but there is freedom when we let go of our baggage and nail it to the 
cross where Jesus died for it. 

Bible Studies for Life – April 18 (Focal passage: Matthew 24:3-8, 29-32, 42-44) 
Currently, in my North Carolina town, pollen has blanketed every outside surface. Everyone drove a 
yellow car to work this morning. Pollen clouds breezed through the air like some sort of         
southeastern tumbleweeds. After living here for a few years, I am not surprised by it anymore. I do, 
however, make sure to take my allergy medication every day. The pollen clouds will soon dissipate 
as Spring begins to settle in. They were only a sign of its coming. 

Jesus told His disciples to look for signs as well. He emphasized the importance of His followers being aware of the events 
that would signal His coming. Just as changes in our bodies signal hunger and thirst, so the earth will exhibit signs of 
Christ’s coming. Jesus has not left us in the dark about His return. He wants us to be aware and prepared. 

Jesus’ return will be a public event. He will return visibly and physically. We will see Him with our own eyes. When people 
see Jesus, they will either mourn or rejoice. Those who are in Christ will be gathered to Him for eternity. Those who are 
not in Christ will mourn when they see the truth of His power and glory. Jesus’ return is inevitable and it will be             
unmistakable. 

Although we do not know the exact day or time of Christ’s return, we should be prepared. We should be actively seeking 
to obey Christ’s commands as we wait for Him. We should be busy in the work of the Kingdom and making disciples. We 
can be comforted because we know that Jesus will return for us. This hope helps us to faithfully endure as we wait. We do 
not know when Jesus will return, but we expect Him. We look for the signs and we prepare ourselves to see Him face to 
face. 

7 

March 28 - Saturday - Satan’s Moronic Death Cult - Luke 23:50-56 
At Asbury College, where I attended, there was no PDA (public displays of affection) allowed on campus. In fact,         
something as simple as a kiss on the cheek would require a fine to be paid as consequence. One lovestruck student was 
very fond of his girlfriend and wanted to prove his love on Valentine’s Day. He arranged a set time for his RA (resident 
assistant, basically dorm supervisor) and his girlfriend to meet by the post office. Declaring his love to be worth the      
consequences he handed the RA the fine money and planted a sloppy wet kiss on his girlfriend.  

Many times we treat sin like this college student. We do a cost-benefit analysis between the perceived benefit of the sin 
and the potential consequences it will bring. If, in our minds, the benefit outweighs the cost we proceed. But this foolish 
analysis discredits sin’s punishment. While sin may have many consequences is has only one punishment. 

Somehow Satan has deceived us into joining his Moronic Death Cult. Adam & Eve bought into the Death Cult and ate the 
fruit. Sodom & Gomorrah bought in. The 10 spies to the Promised Land bought in. Mosques, Temples & Synagogues    
everywhere have bought in to Satan’s Moronic Death Cult. We too buy in when we take sin lightly or agree with the world 
around us that calls sin good and good bad. 

Satan deceives us into thinking that he will win in the end. That sin has no real punishment and that we should do      
whatever we want. But that’s just his Death Cult, it is Moronic and it is completely of Satan.  

Even on the day when Jesus lay in the tomb we know that Life will win. God wins. Righteousness wins. Will you choose 
life? Or will you continue to allow Satan’s Moronic Death Cult to rot your bones? 

April 4 - Easter Sunday - Surprised by Honesty - Luke 24:1-12 
Congressman Willard Vandiver, member of the House Committee on Naval Affairs, in 1899 gave a speech at a banquet in 
Philadelphia: “I come from a state that raises corn and cotton and cockleburs and Democrats, and frothy eloquence     
neither convinces nor satisfies me. I am from Missouri. You have got to show me.” 

Sermon Recaps 
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Sermon Recaps (cont.) 
So without frothy eloquence I do not seek to convince or satisfy but pray that God will show us His goodness. Skepticism 
about Jesus is not new. The Jews were worried the disciples would steal His body. The women were coming to care for His 
corpse. The disciples were huddled in the fear that they were next. None of them expected that He’d risen. 

One of the greatest proofs is the way the story was told. In a patriarchal society where women couldn’t even testify in 
court they were the first to see Him. His most faithful followers were disbelievers at first. The Apostles were scared and 
hiding. But then… they were willing to give it all. They were willing to die for Him. Even Jesus’ half-brother James was  
willing to stand and proclaim the Truth in the face of death (what would it take to convince you your brother is God in 
flesh?). 

All of His closest followers were surprised He kept His promise to live again. He really did rise from the dead. C.S. Lewis 
put it this way. Jesus was either who He said He was, He was a liar, or He was crazy. It’s not possible for Him to have just 
been a “good moral teacher.” 

So if it’s real, what does that mean? Sins really are forgiven. Victory really is won. He really is coming back. He really is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. God really does love the world. He really will make children of all who receive Him. Some 
really will perish, in fact it’s the broad way with a wide gate, many really won’t become children of God and there really is 
a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

If all of that really is true, will you receive Him today? Will you live your life for Him? How will you respond to Jesus’ call on 
your life? Will you receive Him, be baptized, become a member of His church, accept His call for you to serve Him? 

April 11 - Emmaus - Luke 24:13-35 
Later on Easter Sunday after the excitement had died down and everyone was completely confused as to what had      
happened some of the disciples headed home. They probably had to get to work on Monday. It probably seemed like this 
whole Jesus thing was over. 

On their walk home to Emmaus they were joined by a strange man they did not recognize. They were experiencing      
momentary blindness. They were blinded to the truth of the Risen Jesus so that they could understand the need for a  
Resurrection without a need to see Him.  

We too can be spiritually blinded by arguments & discussions. By the need to get home. By the tasks of life, or confusion 
about religious things. Without Jesus we can argue, debate and discuss the things of God, but it’s only with Him that our 
eyes will be opened and we will understand. 

Their hearts burned within them. I remember as a child being completely bored and confused in church. It wasn’t until I 
was 11 that I began to have that burning heart sensation by the things of God. I just couldn’t get enough. Suddenly it all 
made sense. Does your heart burn when you hear truth? Do your insides understand already, even if your head is slow to 
respond? 

Jesus has a great desire to be known. He didn’t rise from the dead to heaven. He didn’t hide away for people to make 
their best guesses about Him. He appeared to numerous people at various times. He stayed with them. He wanted to 
walk with them! 

How do you walk with Jesus? Have you walked with Him in salvation? Baptism? A daily time in the Bible, prayer & study? 
Will you walk with Jesus? Will you be the tool to fulfill Jesus’ desire to be known by others? 

April 18 - Beyond Belief - Luke 24:36-43 
Have you ever gotten news that was too good to be true? I remember getting a Doctor’s statement with a mark of “paid 
in full” on it, that we had not yet paid in full. It was too good to be true, but it was true! 

After talking with Jesus the Emmaus disciples hurried back to that Upper Room in Jerusalem to meet with all of the      
disciples. They explained all they had learned and the group together began to realize the “too good to be true” reality 
was that Jesus really had risen. 

Jesus always meets with individuals first. He met with Mary, Peter and the Emmaus disciples before meeting with the 
crowd. It’s the same with us. He meets with us first. He becomes known to us first and then we can enjoy Him in the 
group. Have you received Him? He desires to be known. He is not a hidden Savior.  

Jesus was a multi-sensory Savior. On the road to Emmaus He taught them to believe without seeing. Now He proves to 
them He is Risen by their sight, touch and the fact that He could taste. Do you experience Jesus with all of your senses? 
Every time I taste Mexican food it reminds be to pray for Missionaries. Every time I smell grape juice I remember sweet 
times of Communion. Every time I touch a book (rare as that is nowadays) I’m reminded of my Bible, the only book I use 
regularly. Every time I see a verse on a wall or drive by a church I’m reminded of my daily walk with Him. And every time I 
hear church bells or any Christian song I am drawn closer in my walk with the Lord. Do you have multi-sensory ways set up 
in your life to follow Him? 

The disciples experienced Jesus “beyond belief.” They believed that He would rise, but they had not yet seen it. They still 
had doubts because their beliefs were still a bit empty. But after they experienced Jesus their faith moved to a whole new 
level.  

Have you experienced Jesus? Has your faith moved beyond belief? Have you ever served Him in a way that it was clear He 
was serving through you? I pray we all experience Him “beyond belief.” 



 

More than one year after COVID-19 reached North Carolina, the need for resources and volunteers across the state aren’t 
going anywhere. They’re evolving. 

Last year, North Carolina Baptists distributed food to families financially affected by the pandemic, sent care packages to 
healthcare workers and opened church facilities to facilitate online learning when schools were closed. 

Now, as availability for COVID-19 vaccines grows, they’re shifting time and energy to helping individuals get vaccinated. 

When Alamance County needed more personnel to run two vaccination clinics, North Carolina Emergency Management 
reached out to Baptists on Mission (BOM). The organization has a good relationship with Emergency Management       
because of BOM’s past and existing disaster relief efforts, said Crystal Horton, health screening coordinator for BOM.  

Horton put out a call for volunteers to join the work in Alamance County as vaccinators, screeners and observers. Nurses, 
physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners served alongside the county’s health department staff to           
administer vaccines, screen patients to make sure they are cleared to receive the vaccination on their appointment day, 
and monitor them for 15 to 30 minutes after the shot for any immediate side effects. 

Non-medical volunteers also served at a convention center vaccination event in Greenville, N.C., facilitating traffic flow 
and logistics on site.  

Horton said BOM will keep the volunteer database open for sign-ups, as she expects more volunteers will be needed 
across the state as vaccine availability increases in the coming months.  

“As Emergency Management – they’ll notify us if they see a need, and then as we see needs, we’re trying to jump in and 
resolve them before it even gets to that point, hopefully,” Horton said. 

One such need exists among under resourced and older populations without easy or sufficient access to the internet or 
technology to make vaccination appointments, or to even register to be placed on a waitlist for one.  

“That seems to be a huge area of frustration,” Horton said. “People just don’t have either the time or the ability to sit on 
the phone waiting for hours to get put on a waitlist.” 

The North Carolina Baptist Aging Ministry (NCBAM) is working to fill that need.  

“The consequences of not getting a vaccine, sooner rather than later, could be dire for many of those who we’re called to 
serve,” NCBAM director Sandy Gregory said in a press release. “With the current system favoring online signups, many 
seniors could be among the very last in the state to get vaccinated. We’re doing everything we can to help seniors get the 
vaccine as soon as possible.” 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the risk for severe illness with COVID-19 increases with age. 
Adults aged 85 or older are at highest risk for complications caused by the disease. 

Last spring, when shutdowns and social distancing efforts were first initiated to curb the spread of COVID-19, Melanie 
Beeson, NCBAM Call Center director, created additional resources for NCBAM’s Hope Line staff and volunteers to take 
calls from senior adults experiencing heightened isolation. 

Today NCBAM call center specialists assist callers with navigating the state’s myspot.nc.gov online tool for the most     
recent information regarding eligibility and registration. They help explain the process, often making appointments for 
callers without internet access or signing them up for a waitlist. Specialists also help callers locate vaccine providers and 
transportation to and from appointments. 

Beeson told the Biblical Recorder they have received hundreds of calls from seniors, “in their words, ‘desperate’ for the 
vaccine.” But with only 13 specialists staffing the call center, they are able to assist “only a fraction of those in need.” 

Gregory has appealed to N.C. Baptist churches for additional help. He recommends churches pair elderly members with a 
“vaccination buddy” to aid with making appointments and providing transportation; to reach out to the elderly who may 
need assistance in their communities; to contact their local health department to host a vaccination clinic; and to educate 
seniors about protecting themselves from vaccine-related scams, including being asked to pay for services related to the 
vaccine. 

NCBAM will host a virtual State Leadership Conference on April 13 to explore other ways churches can minister to older 
adults in their communities. 

A number of N.C. Baptist churches have already contacted BOM about interest in and willingness to host a vaccination 
clinic. Horton explained that BOM is “waiting for direction” before agreeing to use church facilities because of uncertain 
and limited vaccine supply. 

“When the vaccine becomes more available, we’ve got the word out, we know some churches who would be willing to do 
it,” Horton said. 

In Boone, Mt. Vernon Baptist Church partnered with Samaritan’s Purse to host a vaccination clinic in February. 

More than Medicine: NC Baptists offer hope through vaccine distribution 
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