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“9But He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected in weakness.’ 
Therefore, I will most gladly boast all the more about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may reside in me. 10So I take pleasure in weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and in 
difficulties, for the sake of Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 

In his book, “Your Future Self Will Thank You: Secretes to Self-Control from the   
Bible & Brain Science,” Drew Dyck explains that our brains have a limited amount of 
self-control for each day. In essence at the end of the day you will be much more 
likely to lack restraint, because your self-control tank is on empty. 

That is a perfect reflection of what many of us are going through under “Stay-At-
Home” orders. We find ourselves hopelessly outside of our normal routine.  

Healthy habits don’t tap in to the “self-control tank” and so our “normal” routines 
help us to live the way we want to. But, what do we do when all “normal” routine 
has been nullified by a governor’s signature? 

Well… for many of us we eat. We don’t exercise. We sleep more. We binge watch 
more. We argue more. We worship less. We abandon healthy, Godly habits in favor 
of another mundane day of whatever seems right in the moment. 

This weakness is very revealing. It shows what lives inside of us. It shows what we 
would become if unchecked. It shows our need, our desperate need for grace. 

God’s grace is sufficient to sustain us. Even when healthy habits have a “closed” 
sign. Even when there’s no reason to wake up early. Even when the fridge is filled 
with… well you know. 

Our weaknesses shouldn’t surprise us. It’s the whole reason Christ came to earth to 
give of Himself for us. He exhibited ultimate self-control (not calling angels to      
rescue Him from the cross) so that He could give us His power to overcome.  

You know, I don’t really understand Paul’s upside down logic. But I’m going to give 
it a try… I’m going to take pleasure in my weakness, in insults about my decisions, in 
the hardships of the “shutdown,” in the persecutions of conflicting orders (Lowe’s 
vs. Sanctuary), and in the difficulties of being “quarantined” with a LOT of junk food.  

I’m going to take pleasure, not in indulgence, but in anticipation that in this weak 
state Christ is at His best. When I can’t, He will. He will transform my greatest  
weakness, temptation and indulgence into strength. You know there’s no             
reason why we shouldn’t all come out of this pandemic rotund and spiritually                  
malnourished, but by His power we can see the perfection of His strength. 

You might be like me, right now you may be weak, but it’s in the midst of our  
weaknesses that He can make us strong! 

Love You all, 
Jason 
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Students, You Can Serve Now…
Here’s Where: 

☘ Sunday School Breakfast Service 
 June 14 & August 9 

☘ Children’s Church/Sunday School 
& Nursery 

Talk to Mrs. Jessica or Pastor 
Charlie to get involved. 

☘ Wednesday Night Awana Helpers 
Game Time, Teacher Assistants, 
Nursery Helpers, etc. 

Upcoming Youth Opportunities: 

☘ Built to Serve Mission Trip to Philly 
 June 20-27, 2020 

☘ Sunday Morning Bible Study 
 10:00am – 11:00am 

☘ Sunday Evening Bible Study 
 5:00pm – 6:30pm @ the Troxell’s 

A few days ago I had an interesting experience when I 
jumped into our church van.  I turned the key in the 
ignition and was startled to hear that the van now 
sounded a lot like a hot rod.  My first reaction was, "oh 
no, I broke the van."  My second reaction was to find 
the source of the problem.  I got out of the van, laid 
down on the ground only to discover the catalytic    
converter was missing.  To be specific, someone       
decided they needed it more than we did and cut it 
clean off the van during the night.   

Honestly there is really nothing I could have done to stop it from happening 
and absolutely no way I could have known when it would happen, short of a 
crook telling me.  We lock the doors, get security cameras, and try to anticipate 
a thief's next move to secure our possessions and items of value, but I've found 
a thief will still find a way if they really want something.   

It seems to me a lot of people are living in a similar place right now.  We look to 
the events in the world today, study scripture (or try to recall something we 
heard once) and start trying to anticipate a "Second Coming" that we think 
might be right around the corner.  Can I tell you how pointless it is to speculate 
and guess at when Jesus will come back? The fact is, Jesus told the disciples He 
will come back at a time when we "do not expect Him." Those are His words, 
not mine.  

Here's my opinion on the matter.  We need to stop trying to anticipate when 
the Lord is going to come back and start living every day as if you don't have 
another one ahead of you.  In the book of Matthew, Jesus told the disciples to 
"keep watch" meaning they needed to be alert at all times in anticipation that 
He would return one day, not just alert because the time seemed right.  Jesus 
continues with a very practical look at guarding our property when He says if an 
owner knew a thief was coming in the night, he would of course be ready to 
protect his belongings and not allow it to happen.  Of course that makes 
sense!  If I had known what night a thief was coming, I would have stayed to 
protect the van or at least told someone it needed to be done. 

Then Jesus doubles down and tells the disciples (and us) to be ready.  This is a 
constant state of being where we aren't living to eat, drink and be merry, but 
rather, we are seeking to find those who aren't ready and share the gospel with 
them.  We are no longer looking to a future point on the calendar instead we 
are preparing our hearts today and working to help others do the same.   

So, are you ready?  Are you certain of your salvation and determined to live 
daily for Him, and Him alone?  If the answer is no, then my friend, tomorrow 
may be too late.  Today is the day of salvation and it is time to stop looking to 
the future and accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  While I'm here, let me say 
this, you don't have to know everything or understand every mystery to know 
for certain that you need a Savior.  Put your trust in Jesus and He will begin to 
unravel the mysteries and begin to illuminate His Word for you. 

Perhaps you are ready.  To put it simply, that's AWESOME!  However, you and I 
can be certain of this much, we all know people who are not.  It is up to you to 
live daily a life that points others toward the gospel and to reach out in love 
and share with others how they can find saving power in Jesus Christ.   

It's time for you and for me to Keep Watch, and Be Ready. 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 
come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time 
of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have 
let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of 
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him.”  Matthew 24:42-44 
(NIV) 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

 

The Spirit-filled life is not a life without responsibility or pressure. 
It is, however; a life in which God is seen as such a faithful        
provider that we are free to do what we know to do while trusting 
Him with those things that are beyond our control. 

"The word of the Lord is proven; 
He is a shield to all who trust in Him.” 

Psalm 18:30 

Handyman Ministry Updates 

Pictured Left: This ramp is for Sam McNeal who is 
wheel chair bound due to a leg amputation. 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Shelly Everton who is confined to a 
wheel chair. 
Pictured Below: This a tree in Ms. 
Everton’s yard that was cut up and    
removed after the ramp was completed. 

The Handyman Ministry will not be taking 
orders for new ramps unless it is for our 
church family. 
Thank you for your understanding. 

3 3 Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

Pictured Above: Thank you Handyman 
Ministry for adding a hand rail to our 
steps for the Drive-In Church stage. 



 

Your Pastors are working very hard to keep us           
connected with 4 weekly videos, Drive-in Church 
and limitless opportunities to stay in touch. Be 
proud of how Berea continues to be the “Church 
Beyond the Walls.” 
 

Church Beyond the Walls 

Berea Page 
625 Page Likes 

Children’s Ministry Page 
49 Page Likes 
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I know countless families around the world have gone through it, but that   
didn’t prepare me for it, or make it any easier to counsel with Wilton Bray’s 
family. It was so unfair that during Wilton’s illness, hospital stay, brief journey 
back home and eventual home-going we weren’t allowed to be the church we 
were made to be.  

Despite the fact that we couldn’t visit, I am so proud of our Bereans for keeping 
in close contact with his family, providing comfort, comfort food and pouring out our love in whatever means available to 
us. 

On Wednesday, April 22, I had the unfortunate honor of leading a Funeral Service in honor of one of my favorite church 
members and deacons. We gathered in the sanctuary, all 17 of us (9 family, 4 Twiford, 2 service leaders, 2 tech. crew) and 
bid farewell (remember Governor Cooper’s Executive Order allows up to 50 to attend a funeral). 

The amazing part, however, wasn’t in the sanctuary. The amazing part was the love shown to this family through          
Facebook Live. The service, which was livestreamed, saw a peak of 88 live viewers, 92 comments and 55 “reactions.” So 
far, this service has reached 2,912 people with 2,146 views totaling 5,777 minutes viewed (63 minute service). 

It most certainly wasn’t the adieu we had hoped to bid Wilton, but it was an outpouring of love beyond what any of us 
could have imagined. When you get a chance, take another opportunity to reach out to the Bray family in love. 

(Note: I also was honored to lead Jack Brothers’ memorial service at Westlawn Memorial Park. Please reach out to Cathy, 
Dottie and the whole family to share your love as well) 

We offer Worship at 11:00am on Sunday Mornings and Wednesday Encouragement on Wednesday Evenings via Facebook 
LIVE. 

April 5 
Views: 412 
Reached: 791 

April 8 
Views: 358 
Reached: 613 

Maundy Thursday 
Views: 288 
Reached: 379 

Good Friday 
Views: 249 
Reached: 508 

Sunrise Service 
Views: 686 
Reached: 1,196 

April 12 
Views: 565 
Reached: 972 

April 15: 
Views: 331 
Reached: 1,023 

April 19 
Views: 872 
Reached: 1,591 

April 22 
Views: 226 
Reached: 506 

April 26 
Views: 314 
Reached: 685 

Our Children’s Ministry Facebook Page is continuing to grow. Be sure to join Pastor Charlie for Awana on Wednesdays at 
6:30pm and Mrs. Jessica for Children’s Church on Sunday Mornings at 10:00am. 

April 5 
Views: 93 
Reached: 160 

April 8 
Views: 215 
Reached: 338 

April 12 
Views: 22 
Reached: 37 

April 15 
Views: 924 
Reached: 1,643 

April 19 
Views: 537 
Reached: 1,732 

April 22 
Views: 577 
Reached: 1,964 

April 26 
Views: 44 
Reached: Stats not 
available. 

Saying Goodbye to Wilton Bray 

Thank you to J.W. Jones for the 
trailer, Forbes for the steps and 
John Hudson for the set up of our 
Drive-In Church Stage. 



 

North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper issued a statewide stay-at-home order on March 30 that severely limited public and  
commercial activity, banned gatherings of 10 or more and directed individuals to follow social distancing practices. The 
directive effectively ended in-person worship services for the time being. 

On April 23, Cooper extended the restrictions until May 8, but he outlined a three-phase process for “reopening” the 
state. 

The transition plan is based on medical data about the impact of COVID-19. 

Officials said they want statewide medical statistics to meet certain benchmarks before they begin easing restrictions. 

“It is clear that we are flattening the curve, but our state is not ready to lift restrictions yet,” Cooper said in a press       
conference. 

Cooper’s first phase of reopening, once implemented, would retain the stay-at-home order and allow limited commercial 
activity. In-person gatherings would still be limited to no more than 10 people, and face coverings would be                   
recommended in public. 

All restrictions would remain in place for nursing homes and other congregate care settings. 

Phase two would come two to three weeks after phase one implementation, if COVID-19 trends were still moving in the 
right direction. 

This phase would increase limits on public gatherings incrementally and allow restaurants, churches and other businesses 
to operate at reduced capacity. 

Phase three is slated for implementation once COVID-19 trends continue in the right direction for four to six weeks after 
phase two begins. 

This phase would further increase gathering capacity to an unspecified limit. 

Restrictions on nursing homes and other congregate care settings would remain in place. 

Baptist State Convention of North Carolina (BSC) leaders encourage churches to begin communicating plans in advance of 
the first in-person gathering to explain any special directions, childcare practices or seating guidelines.  

To assist churches, the BSC is offering guidance as they develop plans to restart corporate worship gatherings once state 
officials begin to lift coronavirus-related restrictions on public activity. See below. 

Items listed here are suggestions and in no way should replace guidelines from government officials and health care    
professionals. Every local church is autonomous and must therefore make their own decisions about how to move       
forward in order to be the church, honor earthly authorities, and love their neighbors. Pastors, consider making a video to 
share with your church telling them what to expect their first Sunday back in the building. The video should outline traffic 
flow, seating guidelines, children and preschool expectations, etc. Emphasize safety! Think in terms of                             
over-communicating the precautions you are taking as a church. 

Keep in mind that while gathering together is a gift to believers and a witness to unbelievers, our desire to return to the 
building should never replace our Great Commission responsibility to “go and tell.” We pray that soon, you will be able to 
say to your church, “See you on Sunday!” 

Preparing the facility 
• Sanitize – Deep clean your entire church. Consider shampooing carpets, sanitizing seating, bathrooms, doorknobs, light 

switches and microphones. 
• Preschool/children areas – Pay attention to the preschool and children’s areas. Consider removing everything            

nonessential from the room to limit surfaces for potential contamination, and do a thorough cleaning in between uses.  
• Fellowship/greetings – Post signs about not shaking hands and doing noncontact greetings. Coach ushers and greeters 

to use appropriate social distancing. 
• Offer sanitizer – Place hand sanitizer stations throughout the facility. 
• Traffic flow – Designate one-way pedestrian traffic flow to facilitate social distancing. 

Service options (including ideas for limited gatherings) 
• Stay outside – Continue or consider drive-in worship gatherings (where permitted by local authorities). 
• Stay virtual – Stay virtual on Sunday with smaller in-person prayer gatherings during the week using an online sign up to 

limit the number. 
• Multiple services – Organize multiple worship services by Sunday School classes/small groups or age. (Use online       

registration and cap the number). 
• Simultaneous services – Simultaneous services in two areas of your buildings may work if attendance is restricted per 

gathering rather than per facility. 
• Small group meetings – Have small groups meet in homes to tune into worship together. (Offer training for group    

leaders to handle follow up, invitations, discussion, etc.) 
• Those not joining – Keep a virtual service option going for those who cannot or are not ready to rejoin. 
• Instructional video – Film a walk-through video to prepare guests for flow of traffic when they return.       (cont. on page 6) 

Convention Offers Guidance to Restart In-Person Services 
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April Financials  

April 5, 2020 
General $6,570.00 
AAEO 310.00 
Handyman 250.00 
Awana 32.55 
Youth Missions 500.00 
Sun. School     25.00 
TOTAL $7,687.55 

April 12, 2020 
General $8,063.00 
AAEO 790.00 
Building Fund 200.00 
TOTAL $9,053.00 

April 19, 2020 
General $3,571.00 
AAEO 20.00 
Food Bank 300.00 
Insurance 160.00 
Memorial*     500.00 
TOTAL $4,551.00 
*Memorial given to General Fund 
in memory of Caleb  Ferrell and 
Carlton Dozier. 

Offerings can continue to be mailed to the church/treasurer, dropped off to the church during office hours or brought to 
Drive-in Church. Thank you for your continued financial faithfulness!! 

April 26, 2020 
General $3,707.00 
AAEO 5.00 
Handyman 30.00 
Insurance 20.00 
Memorials: 
  General 295.00 
  Memorial      375.00 
TOTAL $4,432.00 
*Memorials given in memory of 
Wilton Bray and Jackie Brothers. 

Worship service considerations  
• Social distancing – Arrange seating to maintain social distancing. Either remove chairs from the usual setup or block off 

pews. While families can sit closer together, there should be appropriate spacing on either side of each family unit. 
• Offering – Have offering boxes in various entrances to receive offerings instead of passing the offering plates. Encourage 

online giving, as well. 
• Lord’s Supper – Consider using prepackaged communion sets. The individual sets can be picked up from tables as people 

enter the service and used at the appropriate time in the service. 
• Baptism – It may be best at this time to limit baptisms to one person per filling of the baptismal pool in the sanctuary. 

Consider the use of a chlorinated swimming pool for larger services. 
• Older members – Older members and those with vulnerable health conditions may be fearful of returning at once, and 

it may be advised for them not to. Continue offering online worship and discipleship for this population of your church. 
• Cleaning between multiple services – For those who have multiple services, have a plan in place to sterilize as much as 

possible between services. Actions such as wiping down pews and placing hand sanitizer generously around the church 
and encouraging its use. 

• Choirs – With social distancing in effect, traditional plans are probably not feasible. Consider holding a rehearsal in a 
large room that allows people to sit with appropriate distances to begin getting the groups back together.  

• Bulletins – Do not distribute bulletins unless they are distributed electronically. 
• Masks – If wearing masks is suggested by health officials, consider providing masks for those who don’t have them. 
• Volunteers – Many volunteers may step down for a period of time. Roles may need to change. There will be a need for a 

sanitation team to keep things clean. The greeting ministry will look different while maintaining social distancing. 
• Health monitoring – Consider temperature checks for all staff and volunteers.  
• Coffee stations – Eliminate coffee stations until we receive an “all-clear.” 
• Meet-and-greet time – These times may need to be eliminated altogether or have people just wave from a distance. 
• Hymnals and pew Bibles – It may be best to eliminate the use of these items until after the threat is over. 

Preschool and children 
• Toys – Eliminate toy boxes and an overabundance of toys. Bring out only the amount of toys that volunteers are willing 

to clean at the end of the session.  
• Train leaders – Train leaders on sanitation guidelines for handwashing, diaper changing and cleaning toys. Clearly state 

expectations for sanitizing during the session. 
• Take temperatures – Purchase no touch thermometers, and perform temperature checks on children and leaders     

before being allowed in preschool or children’s classrooms. 
• Restrict numbers – Restrict numbers and ages of those who can be part of the preschool or children’s ministry, or open 

without preschool or children’s classes. 
• Check-in station – Have volunteers staff the check-in station to limit physical contact with the check-in station. 
• Drop-off and pick-up – Consider options for dropping off and picking up children: Allow only one parent to drop off and 

pick up children, or have designated drop-off and pick-up locations at the entry to children’s areas with only the teacher 
escorting the child to class. 

• Restrict personal items – Restrict diaper bags and other personal items from being brought into classrooms. Consider 
allowing only those items needed for the day to be placed in individual containers or baskets in the room. (Make sure 
bags, diapers, wipes, bottles and other items, are clearly marked.) 

Sunday School/small group 
• Seating guidelines – Provide seating guidelines to maintain social distancing in classrooms. 
• Provide training – Provide training for leaders to understand guidelines, as well as pastoral care responsibilities for the 

group. 
• Care – Keep the emphasis on caring in between meetings. 
• Stay virtual – Consider virtual small groups for a season to limit traffic throughout the facility. 
• Those not joining – Consider virtual groups for those not yet comfortable or not able to return. 
• Sanitize between meetings – If rooms are shared by multiple hours, sanitize between hours. 

Convention Offers Guidance...(cont. from page 5) 
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We gather together on the First Day of the Week to celebrate the Resurrection: 
every week, always, Superbowl every Sunday… until we can’t. This hard season 
has really raised some questions. What does “The Lord’s Day” really mean? What 
is essential? What is optional? Does it have to be Sunday? 11:00 AM? Must there 
be music? Preaching? An offering plate? As we move toward the light at the end of the Coronavirus tunnel 
these are significant concerns. How long will it be before Children’s ministries can resume? Socially   Distanced 
Sunday School? Clearly we’re only at the midpoint of this crisis (I pray we’re that far along). 

Here’s what’s essential: Gathering for worship is essential. Sharing the word is essential. Iron sharpening iron is 
essential. Singing praise is essential. This is the essence of what worship is (in Old English the word was actually 
written “worth-shipe”); ascribing worth to our Creator. That is essential. 

In Psalm 63 David talks about his relationship with God with all the infatuation of a Middle School crush. He 
thinks about God all the time. He “like-likes” God and nothing else in life compares to his relationship with 
Him. 

David even says that God’s “faithful love is better than life.” That speaks to our time more than any other. We 
now know that sports are not better than life. Eating out is not better than life. School is not better than life. 
Worship in the sanctuary is not better than life. But for David, given the choice  between God’s love or his own 
life… love wins. 

The Lord’s Day is sooo important because it brings us together for the encouragement of the Body and to turn 
our perspective heavenward… earth doesn’t matter nearly as much when heaven is in view! Have you found 
that love, peace, rest? 

Sermon Recap: April 26 – The Lord’s Day – Psalm 63:1-8 

Sermon Recap: May 3 – The Best is Yet to Come – Matthew 6:31-34 

Who’s in charge? This is the political question of the day as the President,         
Governors and Mayors all weigh in with timelines about how to reopen the nation. 
I fear power plays will slow recovery and force us to be outside and newsletter & 
Facebook driven longer than necessary. Similar questions arise within the church 
in times of crisis. Who is responsible for deciding how we cancel or resume        
services? How do we make church-wide decisions when it is actually illegal to have 
a Business Meeting? 

This is the same question we struggle with in our hearts. Our residence is here, 
Pasquotank County, North Carolina. We live under the leadership of various      
entities, but this is not ultimate. We ultimately are citizens of Heaven and live in 
the Kingdom of God. 

Jesus brought the Kingdom in His incarnation on earth. He told His disciples that “the kingdom of heaven has 
come near!” He proved it as natural law (miracles), nature (calming storms) and even demons were obedient 
to His authority.  

God’s Kingdom has real meaning in our everyday lives too. We can live at peace, right now, because He is in 
control. Despite what we may see around us, God’s provision will never run short. He will take care of us, we 
don’t need to worry. “Worry does not empty tomorrow of its sorrow, it empties today of its strength” (Corrie 
Ten Boom). 

The Best is Yet to Come! We won’t really understand what it means to be a citizen of God’s Kingdom until we 
experience it in heaven. But, in Revelation 21 we see a glorious picture of what we will experience when we 
get there.  

Who’s in charge of your life? Are you more concerned about earthly “kingdoms” or your heavenly destination? 
Are you living a life confident in the fact that: The Best is Yet to Come?  

We will not be ordering new Sunday School materials this quarter. Please 
hold on to your current materials and we will continue to use them once 
we begin meeting again. 

Thank you, Sunday School Office 



 

Sundays 
☘ 11:00am Drive-In Church 
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 
☘ 10:00am Open Exercise 
Wednesdays 
☘ 6:30pm Awana* 
☘ 7:00pm Adult Bible Study* 

*Awana and Adult Bible Study 
are done via Facebook LIVE. 

☘  Newsletter Deadline 
 5/19 @ 9:00am 

At the current time everything 
EXCEPT SUNDAY DRIVE IN 
CHURCH is cancelled. Look for 
updates to the schedule in the 
Mid-May Newsletter. 

2 Donnie & Anita Byrd 
3 Kristy Poulson 
 Becky Winslow 
7 Samantha Harrell 
 Garland & Carolyn Sanders 
8 Don Alexander 
 Gary & Cathy Markham 
10 Faith Kitchen 
15 Terry Taylor 
16 Jean Cartwright 
19 Chris & Cindy Vallas 
20 Chastiy Bundy 
 Gearldean Thompson 
21 Cody Hudson 
 Judah Tenny 
26 Frank & Dawn Lilly 
27 Kyle Hewitt 
 Tara Hunter 
31 Jezreel Tenny 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Enter parking lot via Hwy. 17. Parking Attendants will direct you. You must remain in your car. An 
offering will be taken by parking attendants upon exiting the parking lot if you would like to give. 

Tune to FM 88.1 

Website Stats for April 

Please check it out: www.bereone.org 

April Website Visits: 833 
April Website Media Views: 107 

Our website visits increased by over 200 
this month with media views increasing 
by over 50! 
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Sunday School Recap 

 Explore the Bible April 26 (Focal passage: Romans 10:5-15) 
The old saying goes, “the only certain things in this life are death and taxes.” What a 
dismal outlook that quote is meant to paint! When we read Romans 10:5-15, we get 
a much better view of our salvation, which is certain according to Paul. 

Our passage points out that salvation is certain for the Christian when we confess and believe. 

We must realize though that our confession of Christ and subsequent belief (faith) is more than an intellectual 
pursuit. Our belief is in the fact that the resurrection secures our salvation though that faith alone. 

The certainty of salvation in Romans 10:9 is one of my favorite in all of scripture. 

Every major translation of the Bible reads the same at the end of verse 9, “… you will be saved.” 

There is a certainty in this statement that ensures of eternal security. There is no might, could, should, maybe 
saved here. You will be saved is a definitive answer and of great comfort to the believer. 

What do we do with this truth? Paul assures us this salvation through faith is Jesus is available to all who     
confess and believe. That word everyone means just what it says, everyone. The gospel is exclusive only in the 
person of Jesus, not to whom it is available. 

If salvation is certain and available to all, what should we do? Tell everyone and support the efforts of the 
church to send out others to share the good news. 

The gospel is more certain than death and taxes! 

Bible Studies for Life May 3 (Focal Passages: Acts 9:26-28; 11:21-26) 
Difficult days have found us all, wherever we may be. Now, more than ever, the practice of 
encouraging one another is a necessary discipline. Everyone has been affected in different 
ways by the virus that has caught the world by surprise. 

Scripture provides us with the tools to grow stronger together and to also be a light to the 
world in the middle of trials. 

The first way we can strengthen others is to encourage them to be accepting. Back in Acts 4:36-37, Barnabas is 
introduced by the meaning of his name, Son of Encouragement. 

In chapter 9, we see Barnabas encouraging the apostles to accept Saul as one who had now been transformed 
by God’s grace. 

Because the apostles accepted Paul, he was able to spend time with them speaking in the name of the Lord. 
We should offer the same type of encouragement to our brothers and sisters in Christ, keeping in mind that 
God may be doing something huge in the life of someone else. 

We also should encourage one another to grow. 

When Barnabas visited the Church in Antioch, he was overjoyed at the faith. Staying true to his name, he     
encouraged them to remain true in their devotion to God. 

The third way we can encourage others is to invite them to serve. Barnabas eventually brought Saul back to 
Antioch so he could teach believers there. Barnabas’ encouragement of Saul was the key to seeing people 
come to Christ in Antioch! 
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Sunday School Classes Use Zoom 

We have had some of our Sunday School 
classes utilize technology to stay con-
nected and meet  remotely during our 
time apart. Zoom is a video chat app that 
has allowed us to continue with   Sunday 
School lessons while still maintaining our 
social distancing order! 
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