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“I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 
122:1 

This is the third “Pandemic Edition” of our newsletter. Who would have imagined 
spending 10 weeks worshiping as the “Church Beyond the Walls?” Not me… that’s 
for sure! 

I doubt many of us can remember a season, nearly a quarter of the year, without 
gathering together for indoor worship. I for one, can’t remember the last time I 
missed church 10 weeks in a row. 

During this time we’ve had to be creative. We began with 4 weeks of services being 
held exclusively on Facebook. Then transitioned to 6 weeks of “Drive-In” Worship 
services. And now are waiting for confirmation of when our Governor will deem it 
possible to transition into Phase II of reopening which will include some form of  
indoor worship (hopefully May 24). 

I have been thankful that our season of innovation has been in the Spring. We  
haven’t had to deal with weather that was either too hot, or cold and, thank you 
Lord, we haven’t had to deal with rain during Drive-In services (Goldilocks season).  

This season has also been a fitting time to be creative as we celebrate the 175th  
anniversary of the Southern Baptist Convention. It was this time of year in 1845 that 
our Denomination began to gather Cooperatively, form Mission Boards and          
creatively consider how to further the Gospel among ALL the peoples of the world.  

Sending Missionaries around the world requires a great deal of resourcefulness. It 
requires deep consideration of what it means to Make Disciples, Plant Churches and 
to gather for Worship. A Missionary serving as the only Born-Again Christian in a 
New Frontier will give fresh new meaning to the Psalmist’s words above.  

Where is the House of the Lord? What does it mean to “go” there? I am thankful 
that 175 years later we are still imaginatively considering what it means to gather 
for Worship. I am thankful that Berea can effectively gather in worship whether it 
be on Facebook / our Website, in the Parking Lot or wherever we may meet next 
(likely the Gym). 

I continue to pray that God will remove this Pandemic from the world and all of the 
closures it has caused, but I am thankful that I can say with confidence that even a 
Global Pandemic cannot keep me from rejoicing “with those who said to me, “Let us 
go to the house of the Lord.”  

I look forward to rejoicing with you too wherever the Lord’s house brings us next! 

Love You all, 
Jason 
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When 327 delegates met at First Baptist Church in Augusta, Ga., on May 8, 1845, they did more than start a new convention 
of Baptist churches in the South. 

They began a missionary movement that would in time start new gospel-proclaiming churches throughout North America 
and the world. Last Friday, Southern Baptists celebrated the 175th anniversary of the founding of what became the North 
American Mission Board (NAMB) and the International Mission Board (IMB) – and the corresponding gospel movement they 
launched. 

“In 1845, our legacy began in sin and brokenness as Baptists in the South separated from the northern churches over        
slavery,” said Paul Chitwood, president of the IMB.  

“Only God’s redeeming love and the reconciling power of the gospel could result not only in repentance, but in a convention 
of churches today that is among the most diverse in the world and whose membership includes thousands of African     
American churches and many other ethnicities. That diversity, from such a regretful beginning, causes this celebration of 
what God is doing through Southern Baptists to be even more joyous.” 

The founding of the two mission boards in 1845 marked a change in missions strategy among Baptists in the United States. 
Earlier organizations of Baptists had funded individual missionaries through an associational method.  

The convention’s founders preferred an approach where churches would take ownership of the entirety of Southern Baptist 
missions instead of only supporting individual missionaries. Many believe this decision helped to fuel the growth of Southern 
Baptist mission work over the next 175 years despite a Civil War, the Great Depression, two world wars and multiple         
pandemics. 

“I am so grateful for the faithfulness and sacrifice of millions of Southern Baptists over the years who have supported these 
mission efforts and made their continuation possible,” said Kevin Ezell, president of NAMB.  

“The pandemic crisis we are experiencing today reminds us that our Southern Baptist family has been faithful through       
previous pandemics, world wars and world economic crises. It makes me feel an incredible sense of responsibility to do    
everything possible to ensure that today’s missionaries are able to stay on the field and continue their mission to share the 
gospel.” 

Nathan Finn, history professor and provost and dean of the faculty at North Greenville University, said many missions        
organizations have drifted away from gospel proclamation and church planting as their main focus. The IMB and NAMB have 
resisted that drift. There has never been a time when the two mission boards were seriously tempted to elevate other      
ministries over evangelism and church planting. 

“These two mission boards have shown how missions can be a part of the DNA of a denomination,” Finn said. “Almost every 
group cares about missions. They check that box. But the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), if I can use this phrase, puts our 
money where our mouth is. It has always been at the heart of SBC life. 

“It doesn’t mean that we’ve always done missions well. And it doesn’t mean there hasn’t been controversy. But I don’t think 
there has ever been a time when Southern Baptists have shrugged their shoulders about missions. That has largely been   
because these two boards have together gotten that into the DNA of Baptist life.” 

Keith Harper, senior professor of Baptist studies at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, noted the important part that 
women have played in the history of both mission boards. 

“The incorporation of women as missionaries stands as one of the great accomplishments of SBC missions,” Harper said. “We 
would not have missions as we understand them today without Southern Baptist women. They are crucial to our story!” 

He also pointed specifically to Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong, whose names are a part of the annual offerings that       
provide a considerable portion of NAMB’s and IMB’s budget. 

“Lottie Moon captured the imagination of the entire Southern Baptist Convention,” Harper said. “She is eloquent in the way 
she expresses herself. She begins writing for our missions journal. She speaks in churches when she’s home on furlough.  
People are captivated by this little bitty woman who is just a shade over four feet tall.” 

Armstrong, he added, left a major imprint on how Southern Baptists advocate for missions through her work coordinating 
missions support at the Woman’s Missionary Union. 

Harper noted the significance of the Cooperative Program, Southern Baptists’ unified giving plan, in the history of the mission 
boards. With the Cooperative Program’s launch in 1925, the mission boards could more easily project their revenue on an 
annual basis, allowing for a significant increase in the missions-sending capabilities of Southern Baptist churches. 

Finn and Harper noted a number of defining events in the 175-year history of Southern Baptist missions, including the start of 
Southern Baptist Disaster Relief in the 1960s, IMB’s focus on unreached people groups starting in the 1990s and NAMB’s   
increasing emphasis on church planting. 

As part of its efforts to mark the 175th anniversary of its founding, IMB launched an interactive timeline May 1 that highlights 
major IMB milestones. It includes missionary profiles and opportunities for Southern Baptists to participate in international 
missions. 

IMB launched 175 Days of Prayer May 10. Southern Baptists are encouraged to sign up at the link to become advocates who 
pray for specific IMB requests to be distributed through its mobile app and on social media. 2 

IMB, NAMB celebrate 175 years of helping Southern Baptists pursue Great Commission 

https://www.imb.org/175/
https://www.imb.org/175-days-of-prayer/


 

PHASE 1: revised stay-at-home order 
Retailers and services will need to implement social distancing     
practices, cleaning and other protocols. Any businesses specifically 
closed by the executive order--including bars and restaurants for dine
-in service, nail and hair salons, gyms and movie theatres--must stay 
closed. 

Gatherings must not exceed 10 people 

Parks can open, as long as people are maintaining social distancing 
and not gathering in groups of 10 or more people 

Face coverings are recommended in public 

Visitor and gathering restrictions remain in place for nursing homes 
and other congregate living settings 

Employers are asked to encourage employees to continue               
teleworking 

Reopening North Carolina 
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PHASE 3: about 4-6 weeks after Phase 2 

Restrictions for vulnerable populations will be loosened, with         
encouragement to continue practicing social distancing 

Increased capacity at restaurants, bars, other businesses, houses of 
worship and entertainment venues will be allowed, but that specific 
number has not been determined 

The number of people allowed at gatherings will increase 

Continue rigorous restrictions on nursing homes and other             
congregate living settings 

PHASE 2: about 2-3 weeks after Phase 1 

Lift stay-at-home order with strong encouragement for vulnerable 
populations to continue staying at home 

Allow limited opening of restaurants, bars and other businesses that 
can follow strict safety protocols, including reduced capacity,          
increased cleaning measures and social distancing measures 

Allow gathering at houses of worship and entertainment venues at 
reduced capacity 

More people will be allowed at gatherings, but that number has not 
yet been specified 

Face coverings will still be recommended in public 

Public playgrounds will open 

Restrictions on nursing home and other congregate living setting   
visitors and gatherings will continue 



 

In light of the Governor’s 3 Phase plan for reopening North Carolina, Berea has been preparing to reopen as well. The 
Building & Grounds Committee, Handyman Crew and Pastors Jason & Charlie have been working hand in hand to         
complete some much needed maintenance. The Handyman Crew built the scaffolding you see below and the Building and 
Grounds Committee will be using it to replace the bulbs in our chandeliers. You also see pictured Pastor Charlie using the 
scaffolding to replace the bulb in the projector. He and Pastor Jason also hardwired the Mac computer in the balcony to 
the internet so that it will no longer have to run on wifi. This will help with our livestream service when we return to    
worship. While we do not yet know exactly where our services will be held or what they will look like, we are very excited 
to see everyone in person again! 

Reopening Berea 
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Pastor Charlie and Jessica spent one of their recent Saturdays going door 
to door at their Awana workers houses delivering “smiles” in the form of 
flowers and a hand written note. Pictured right you see the flowers      
delivered to Marta. From all of the workers, Thank you so much for      
remembering us!! 

Awana Workers Not Forgotten 



 

There’s a big difference in a phone call with dad vs. one with mom. A dad call is all about a 
problem that needs a solution. It is an endless discussion leading to 4 or 5 plans of action, 
when in reality secret plan #6 will be what actually happens. A mom call, on the other 
hand, is about encouragement, talking for the sake of being heard and less about action 
steps. This is the difference in how John wrote about the End versus how Paul did. 

In Revelation, John was led to write very specific things. We could try (key word) to map 
out what John saw and anticipate what will happen in the end. John’s purpose was       
encouragement, but his method was detail. Paul prefers to focus on the root meaning 
behind it all. Details aren’t important. The point of the End is to know that God is          
controlling it all.  

On the 175th Anniversary of the founding of the Southern Baptist Convention I gave an 
incredibly “Baptist” sermon with three alliterated points about the end. We need to know 
the “Three ‘R’s’ about the Last End.”  

Revelation – Paul explains that God is the one in control of the end and so we don’t need to be concerned about the     
details. We don’t know when it’s going to happen. He will return, but it will be like a thief in the night. It will come on   
suddenly, like a woman beginning labor pains. I remember when Joshua was born. It was at 2am that Chellie woke me up 
to inform me that her water had broken. It was sudden. But we weren’t surprised. 

Response – At 2am February 12, 2005 Chellie and I knew exactly what we were going to do. We had a bag packed, a     
hospital chosen, a doctor to call and even a practiced route to take. Labor pains came on suddenly, but they did not catch 
us off guard. In our spiritual lives it is the same. Jesus is going to come back. When? I don’t know, but I can be ready. Each 
day I should only be about the tasks that wouldn’t be embarrassing to be “caught” doing when He returns. How can I do 
that? We need to get ready by being dressed for service. Hope guards our minds. Faith fights off temptation & deception. 
Love for Him is the inspiration to be ready for Him, or we will be deceived into thinking this world is better than the next 
and that the best thing about heaven is a family reunion. 

Reason – God’s plan isn’t to catch us in our bad acts to exact punishment on us (He’s not a “speed trap cop”). Nor is He a 
benevolent grandfather who overlooks our every fault. His plan is for our salvation, but that salvation is based on Jesus’ 
death in our place. He has made a way for us to be together with Him forever!!! That is the most encouraging thing we 
can hear, in times of pandemic or not.  

Are you ready for the end? If not, receive God’s plan of salvation by seeking forgiveness. But if you are ready, then use 
today as an opportunity to spread the Word. God wants ALL to be rescued to heaven! 

Sermon Recap: May 10 – An Appropriate End – 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
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Sermon Recap: May 17 – New Loves – Romans 10:9-15  

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

Zanryū nipponhei (“remaining Japanese soldiers”) were warriors who did not receive the 
message (or refused to believe it) that the Empire had surrendered to Allied forces to bring 
an end to World War II. While the official surrender happened on September 2, 1945 (known 
as V-J Day), soldiers were still holding their positions and fighting on behalf of the               
surrendered Empire as late as December 1974 (29 years later). The Good News that the war 
was over was not accepted by these stubborn ears bringing decades of suffering. 

The Gospel message is likewise Good News. But it is only Good News if it is heard and        
received. Many have never heard the Gospel message in a way they will understand. Others 
refuse to believe its truth and willfully live a life contrary to its word of hope. 

It is a simple message. Jesus is Lord! He deserves complete control, based on His resurrection, of our lives. This surrender 
does not bring oppression and despair, rather it brings hope and an abundant life with eyes set on eternity. If you have never 
raised your own white flag of surrender to the Lordship of Christ, I pray you would do so today and contact me to allow me to 
pray with you in next steps. 

If you have already received the Hope of Salvation, do you have a compassion for those who have not? Ask God to raise an 
awareness deep in your soul to the lostness around you. Ask Him to build a dissatisfaction with the hopelessness that         
surrounds us daily. Ask Him to make your feet “beautiful” as He gives you opportunity to spread the Good News. 

Carl F. H. Henry said: “It’s only Good News if it gets there in time.” How true it is! Today, I want to commission YOU as sent, 
preachers who are charged with telling the lost how they can believe by calling on the name of the Lord (see Romans 10:13-
15)! You are sent! Go be His witness today! Spread the Good News!!! 
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Bible Studies For Life May 10 (Focal Passage: Matthew 18:21-28, 32-33) 
There’s no denying that relationships can be messy. There is no avoiding letting someone down or being let down by      
someone else. Sometimes, the offenses we suffer are so egregious that they cause deep pain. This is why God’s call to       
forgiveness can seem so difficult. 

Not only does God ask us to forgive, He asks us to continually forgive. By no means should we stay in a relationship that is 
abusive or harmful. However, forgiveness takes place at the heart level and is a picture of God’s love for us. But we are reminded with each 
offense that we too have received forgiveness. 

Forgiveness first starts with remembrance. No one has been sinned against more than God. This includes the sins we may not have even 
known we committed! God has chosen to forgive us in Christ and no longer holds our sin against us. When we remember this truth, it 
should cause us to worship. It should also cause us to look with compassion on those who have offended us.  

Ultimately, we should forgive the way God has forgiven us: unconditionally and continually. No matter how many times we sin against God, 
we can go to Him in repentancey.  

Our sin was punished when it was laid on Jesus. Jesus absorbed the wrath of God that we deserved. 

The deeper we dive into the gospel, God will help us to understand just how much mercy we have received in Christ. This same mercy given 
to us, we can give to others. 

Explore the Bible May 17 (Focal passage: Romans 13:1-14) 
Nero is one of the most notorious Roman emperors, ruling from 54-68 A.D. 

He was responsible for the martyrdom of many Christians, including the Apostle Peter who was famously crucified upside down. 

Amid this tyrannical rule, Paul penned his letter to the Romans and in Chapter 13, he begins by reminding Christians to submit to our      
governing authorities. 

Paul recognizes that our leaders pass through God’s sovereign hand and although not all function in godly ways, Christians should seek to 
follow their direction, as long as they do not go against godly teaching. 

This passage of scripture has been invoked repeatedly over the last several weeks as the church has sought to navigate through government 
orders regarding large gatherings in the midst of the COVID-19 crisis. Many churches have sought to comply and be good citizens. Invoking 
the teaching in Leviticus 19:18, Paul reminds us that we are to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Finally, we are reminded that our true citizenship is in heaven. 

Therefore, we are to live as ones who do not partake in the sinful acts of this world. We should live lives of holiness in anticipation of His 
return. 

Good Christian citizens exemplify a life that has been changed by the gospel message when they submit to governing authorities, love their 
neighbors and model holy living. 

Paul believed this to be the case in the midst of Nero’s rule, and the same is true for us today. 


