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Musings 

“1Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous ones; praise from the upright is beautiful. 2Praise 
the Lord with the lyre; make music to Him with a ten-stringed harp. 3Sing a new song 
to Him; play skillfully on the strings, with a joyful shout.” Psalm 33:1-3 

I’ve always loved the passage above. New music is fun, I enjoy playing my violin 
and there is no other way to play than skillfully. 

But while this little worship paragraph is about music I also see in it wisdom for 
how we serve our Lord. 

I went to college & seminary as a Music Major. I received a Bachelor of Arts in 
Church Music, as well as a Master of Music degree. But it didn’t start there. It 
all started when the Elementary School music teacher at Ghent Elementary in 
Norfolk gave us a presentation about stringed instruments.  

His pitch worked and I was hooked with a desire to play beautiful music on one 
of the most fragile instruments in the orchestra. Then came the hard work. 

Skillfully is not how I (or my parents) would describe my violin playing at first. 
The sounds were not beautiful, they were not music, they were nothing but 
chaos. Through a lot of years, a lot of rehearsals, some lessons and a lot of 
practice time, however, they began to evoke the beauty that the Psalmist might 
call skillful. 

Our Church service is the same way. Ministry is not something that we do    
skillfully right away. Skillful service to the Lord isn’t something that is done by 
“whoever we got to fill the spot.” Skillful service to the Lord requires training, 
discipleship, time, dedication, practice, etc.  

This month you will have multiple opportunities to become a bit more skillful in 
your service. Inside this issue of BereaOne Life you will find opportunities for 
Discipleship, like the three offerings of the book study of “What on Earth am I 
Here For?”  

You will also find opportunities for growing in your skill, like the Children’s   
Ministry Training Day (March 16) that is for ALL children’s workers (Nursery, 
Children’s Church, Sunday School, Awana).  

God deserves our best (after all He gave His best!)! Our service to Him should 
be done with the utmost skill, dedication and reliance upon Him. I look forward 
to this month of growing our skills in serving Him! 

Love You all, 
Jason 

MARCH 

2019 
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Students, You Can Serve Now…
Here’s Where: 

0 Children’s Church/Awana Helpers/
Children’s Sunday School & Nursery 

Talk to Mrs. Jessica or Pastor 
Charlie to get involved. 

 

Upcoming Youth Opportunities: 

0 Lock-in & Day of Service 
May 10 & 11: Fun, games & food 
Friday Night followed by serving 
in the community Saturday as 
part of Operation InAsMuch 

0 LunchTIME for Berea Baptist Church 
Homeschool Students 

 March 29 @ 10:45am (meet @ 
the church to deliver Meals on 
Wheels locally & participate in 
other service projects, with lunch 
to follow) 

0 Youth Mission Trip 
 June 22-29, 2019 
 Cost: $325 

0 Sunday Morning Breakfast         
provided by Youth & EDGE Sunday 
School (Be in the Kitchen by 
8:30am) 

April 14 
June 9 

0 Sunday Morning Bible Study 
10:00am – 11:00am 

0 Wednesday Night Bible Study 
6:30pm – 8:00pm 

Throughout my years coaching basketball I have 
developed a dual purpose nickname. On the one 
hand some of my players call me “Coach T.”       
because it is easier to say than my full last name, 
and on the other hand people jokingly call me 
“Coach T.” because they say the “T” stands for 
technical. Obviously the first is easy enough to go 
with, but the second: well that second use gives 

me pause for concern. As I look back over the years and the Technical 
Fouls that I have received, there is a realization that my mouth and the 
things I have allowed to come out of it have done more damage than 
good. 

Scripture is clear about the ability of the words we use to be equal parts 
constructive and destructive. When used properly we can encourage, 
correct, and even admonish those around us. Most importantly our 
words can be used to draw others to the Lord. The opposite is also true 
in that our words can tear down people around us and push them even 
further away from the Lord. 

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul instructed them not to allow anything 
to leave their mouths that would be harmful or destructive to those 
around them. Instead he wanted them use their words to encourage 
each other so that they could be lifted up. This applies to each of us in a 
very practical way. From how we communicate with our neighbors to 
fellow believers to the person we just met at the grocery store. We are 
all commanded by Scripture to use our speech to build up those around 
us. 

So how does this apply to you and me? As I looked back, I realized that 
something needed to change. I made a decision this past season to speak 
with respect to officials, and as a result, I finished the season without a 
single technical called against me. This led me to be able to have produc-
tive conversations during games with them and be a better witness for 
the Lord even in the midst of competition. How about you, what could 
you do to clean up your speech? How could you use your words to en-
courage and build up, rather than hurt and tear down? 

For further reading: Ephesians 4:29, James 1:19, Proverbs 15:1-2;     
17:27-28 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Basketball Banquet  
& 

2nd Annual Berea Basketball Showcase 

March 10 
(Immediately following Worship) 

$8.00 for meal or entrance to the games 
Menu includes: Fried Chicken, Green Beans,  

Mashed Potatoes/Mac ‘n Cheese, Roll, Tea & Dessert 

Tickets on Sale NOW!!! 

Join us as we celebrate our athletes fantastic season and enjoy some 
friendly competition as our 7th – 9th Grade Boys take on our Coaches and our 
High School Boys face off against our Alumni! 

Proceeds will go towards the Youth Mission Trip. 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Wilton Bray - Reflections 
Bill Durham  
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Pritchard 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

Next Meeting: 
March 11 @ 7:00pm 

Living the Christian Life does not mean that we will 
never sin, but that we will hate it when we do. 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

1 John 1:9 

Thank God for the opportunity to 
minister to people through the 
building of ramps and to share 

with them in prayer.  
"God is Good"   

Pictured Above: This was a ramp that 
was dismantled and moved to Old 
Trap for the wife of Tim Brinkley  
because she has difficulty climbing 
stairs. 

Handyman Ministry Updates 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Patricia Carr who is confined to a 
wheel chair due to a MS diagnosis. 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Loretta Kramer’s mother, a 92 year 
old, Korean War veteran. It will   
eliminate the need for her to climb 
steps and reduce the risk of falling. 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 
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Come out and support your Berea Children’s Ministry at the first    
annual Awana Olympics!   

On Saturday, March 23rd, we will be competing against Corinth     
Baptist Church, at Corinth.  Berea will be taking 30+ children to com-
pete!   

Admission will be free!  Corinth will have concessions for sale so 
come hungry!   

Sparks (K – 2nd graders) will begin at 11:00 am 

T & T (3rd – 5th grades) will begin at 1:00 pm.   
Wear your Green and White and come cheer on our Awana children!                                             

Berea to Face off Against Corinth in Awana Games 

0 Do you work in our Wednesday Night Awana Program? 
0 Do you Teach Children’s Sunday School or Children’s Church? 
0 Do you work in the Infant, Toddler or Preschool Nurseries? 
0 Do you have a desire to do any of these things? 
If you answered “YES” to any of these questions then this training is 
for YOU! 

March 16, 10:00am – 2:00pm 

10:00am: Training on Procedures, Check-in, the Importance of  
Teaching 

 12:00pm: Lunch and Q&A 
 1:00pm: Stayin’ Alive – A Community Approach to CPR 

Children’s Ministry Training Day 

Currently looking for Mission Leaders to guide Voyagers on our next 

Mission...to Mars! All necessary training will be provided! Our Voyage 

will take place during Vacation Bible School. Our Mission will take 

place July 21 – 25. Further information will be transmitted in the near 

future. If you are interested in helping to lead this exciting expedition 

To Mars and Beyond please contact our Mission Control Supervisor, 

Captain Jessica Troxell as soon as possible! 

MISSION CONTROL OUT! 

Urgent Transmission from Mission Control! 



 

 
Sundays 
0 9:20am Breakfast 
0 10:00am Sunday School 
0 11:00am Worship 
0 5:00pm Chancel Choir 
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 
0 10:00am Open Exercise 
Tuesdays 

0 6:00pm Puppets 
Wednesdays 
0 6:30pm AWANA/Youth 
0 7:00pm Bible Study 
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0 Basketball Semi-Finals 
 3/2  
0 Baptist Men’s Breakfast 
 3/3 @ 7:30am 
0 Church Council  
 3/3 @ 12:15pm 
0 Basketball Finals 
 3/9 @ Northeastern H.S. 
0 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 3/10 @ 2:00am (Spring 

Forward) 
0 Basketball Banquet 
 3/10 @ 12:15pm 
0 Deacon’s Meeting 
 3/11 @ 7:00pm 
0 Business Meeting 
 3/17 @ 12:15pm 
0 Agape WOM 
 3/19 @ 7:00pm 
0 Senior Ministry 
 3/21 @ 12:00pm 
0 Awana Olympics 
 3/23 @ 11:00am 
0 LunchTIME 
 3/29 @ 10:45am 
 

 

Butterbean Luncheon 
March 21 @ 12:00pm 
Fellowship Hall 

Women on Mission 

Monthly Meeting: 
March 19 @ 7:00pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 12 @ 7:00pm 

Bring whatever project you are working on for a time of 
fellowship. We are open to all crafters. Come join us as we 
share ideas and talents!! 

March 3 @ 12:15pm 

SUNDAY 

March 17 @ 12:15pm 

Postponed due to Basketball Banquet 

March’s Ministry Opportunities 

Baptist Men’s Breakfast: 
Sunday, March 3 @ 7:30am 
Baptist Men’s Sunday 

What: Camp Cale 

When: June 16 – 21 

Who: 2nd – 6th Graders 

Cost: $350 
If your child would like to attend this 
camp with our Children’s Ministry 
this Summer, please contact Pastor 
Charlie or the Church Office by Sunday, 
March 17. There will by a $50 deposit 
due by March 24 for each child attending. 



 

Lessons from the Lone Christian Among a People 

In a grove of coffee trees, tucked away in the verdant, rural hills of a Southeast Asian village, a people group’s 
only Christian quietly collects coffee cherries in a bamboo basket slung over his shoulder. He’s pretty happy. 

Aung Shwe* has a quiet demeanor and a naturally smiling face. I asked for his story, and he gladly shared it 
with no sign of lament or self-pity. So I had to know: “How do you deal with the loneliness of being the only 
believer in your village?” 

I expected him to say, “It’s really tough,” or, “I have really hard days.” But that’s not how Shwe answered. 

He told me he’s never really felt alone, and walking with the Lord in isolation hasn’t been that difficult. 

He told me why and shared wisdom that can help all Christians remember who they are in Christ, whether in a 
season of loneliness or in a season of community. Here are four lessons I learned while chatting with Shwe in a 
coffee grove. 

Christians Are Never Alone 
Although Shwe is the only Christian for miles, he said he’s the least lonely he’s ever been in his life. 

Shwe takes the Holy Spirit seriously—he doesn’t feel alone because he wholeheartedly believes in the Holy 
Spirit’s guidance and presence in his life. He says he feels the Holy Spirit’s presence clearly as he reads the   
Bible and prays. 

In my own life, I’ve had seasons when I’ve felt isolated and I struggled to find like-minded friends. Listening to 
Shwe, I was reminded believers have a constant companion—no matter what our external circumstances may 
be. We have a God who knows and sees us. A God who cares about the minuscule and the meteoric, and he’s 
sent us the Holy Spirit. 

Don’t Be in A Hurry When You Share the Gospel 
When I asked how Shwe came to faith, he said an itinerant evangelist came through his village and asked to 
show the JESUS film. Shwe hosted the screening in his home. After watching, Shwe was intrigued, but the 
evangelist left quickly after showing the film. Shwe had to wait a decade to have his questions answered—ten 
years to hear the gospel fully explained. 

We live in an instant culture, one in which we value immediate results and checking things off to-do lists. But 
cultivating relationships in which we can share the gospel takes time. If we’re in a hurry, we’re likely to miss 
when and where the Holy Spirit is moving. 

Things started getting difficult after Shwe was baptized. His community didn’t take well to his leaving           
Buddhism, and they started harassing his family. 

Live Above Reproach 
He told his wife and children, “If anyone [harasses you], please tell them to come to me directly, and I [will] 
explain to them why I made the decision and what it means to me.” 

No one has taken him up on this. Drunkenness and gambling addictions are vices that plague the community, 
Shwe says, so people are too ashamed to confront him because they know they need to be confronted as 
well. With the help of the Holy Spirit, Shwe lives above reproach, and the community won’t approach him   
directly because they can’t find anything to accuse him of, except that he’s become a Christian. 

“They see my life has completely changed, and as soon as they start saying something to me, they 
start feeling ashamed of their own lives,” Shwe said. God is using the transformation in Shwe’s life to 
convict his community of their own sins. 

Our living above reproach is important so others can marvel at God’s goodness to forgive and save us 
from our sin. We might have to endure the scorn of our respective communities, but we trust in a 
God who transforms even the most callous hearts. 

Look for Bridges in Everyday Conversation 

Daylight hours in this area are spent in the fields. In the evenings, people gather around fires to chat, 
usually according to gender and age. Shwe finds these fireside communities and joins in the           
conversation—preferably before everyone is drunk. 

The older men talk about business, money, drugs, and what the younger people are doing. Their   
conversations are negative and center on their troubles and sufferings. Therefore, Shwe’s bridge to 
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(Cont. on pg. 9) 



 

We had six attend the Regional Mission Rally at Cashie Baptist Church 
in Windsor, NC on Tuesday, February 19. In addition to dinner, we 
heard testimonies from several that had participated in Mission      
Actions in 2018. They shared the various Ministries they had           
participated in, such as Hurricane Florence. We saw videos of the 
work being done after Hurricane Florence and other areas. Baptist on 
Missions/NCBM is involved in Ministries not only in North Carolina, 
but in partnerships all over the United States and beyond. Baptist on 
Missions is funded through the NC Missions Offering. September is 
designated as the NC Mission Offering Month. Everyone can            
participate by, “Going, Giving and/or Praying.” 
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Regional Missions Rally 

The library has quite a few new books for your reading                  
pleasure.  Please take a few minutes to browse through the library. 
You just might be surprised at the selections. The book's on the round 
children's table are for anyone to take and enjoy. If you have a friend 
that you think might enjoy one of these books, please free to give 
them a new home. We also have a new picture in the library along 
with the much loved ones. 

From Your Librarians... 

7 Bereans Attend Disaster Relief Training 

Congratulations to Mike and Bobbie Hanson, Gary and Mechell Smith, 
Rayman Vallas, Bill Durham and Fahey Harrell for participating in the 
Disaster Relief Training at Corinth Baptist Church on February 22 and 
23. This training was sponsored and conducted by NC Baptist on    
Mission/NCBM. Their purpose is to train volunteers in the various are-
as of Disaster Relief such as Mass Feeding, Recovery, Rebuild, etc. so 
that when a disaster strikes an area, people are trained and are      
organized to immediately make an impact in helping the people 
affected by the disaster. Though the weather hampered some areas 
of training, it was still very professionally done. Thanks to all. 

Free Community Wide CPR Training 
0 Open to EVERYBODY 

0 Provides information on the benefits of CPR and 

AED usage. 

0 All participants receive a complimentary work-

book and Course Participation Card. 

To register visit bereaone.org and “Click to Register” 
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Sanctuary Flowers 

March 3 Given in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Robert Payne, Sr., Charles 
Payne, Edna Payne and Willie Lee Harris by the Robert 
Payne, Jr. family. 

March 10 Given in memory of Alvin & Maude Pritchard by Doug & 
Mary Pritchard. 

March 17 Given in memory of Horace F. & Sadie Pritchard and    
Horace C. Pritchard by Donna Pritchard and family. 

March 24 Given in memory of Clarence & Lillian Sanders and     
Granville & Jeanne Taylor by Terry & Joanie Taylor. 

March 31 Given in memory of Gilliam & Mary Spencer and Ashbee & 
Dora Jones by the Krebs family. 

Thank You 

I would like to thank everyone for the cards, prayers and visits during my 
time of recovery from my surgery. The cards were very much appreciated, 
especially the one from the Men’s class. Thank you all again for                  
remembering me. 

In Christ’s Love, 
Kathy Waters 

Berea Baptist Church, 
Thank you so much for offering the Spaghetti Dinner and Bingo Night to the 
furloughed workers and Coast Guardsman. Your kindness, generosity and 
support made that time of uncertainty easier. We were humbled and 
amazed to see God and his people at work. We were also pleasantly         
surprised at how much fun it was to play Bingo!  Thank you! 

Love,  
The Merritt’s 

(Justin, Rachael, Noah, Gabrielle, Samuel, Charlotte & Benjamin) 

Church Members, 
Thank you so much for the delicious Spaghetti Dinner and Wal-Mart gift card 
you provided the furloughed employees during the government shutdown. 
Your tremendous outpouring of generosity, compassion and support was 
greatly appreciated. 

Teresa Godfrey – USCG Base E. City –Medical 
Ray Godfrey – USCG E.City – ALC 
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the gospel is often how suffering came to the world through Adam 
and Eve.  

“Whenever, or whatever we’re talking about, I try to find a way to enter and 
talk about God at that time, and when I do, some people are like, ‘Yeah, 
that’s true, that sounds right,’ but then a lot of people will get up and leave 
the room and go to another house,” Shwe says.  

That doesn’t deter Shwe. He knows the ones who remain are there because 
they want to be. 

Talking to Shwe was a good reminder that letting our light shine before   
others (Matt. 5:16 ESV) is a joyful privilege, not a burden. Where do people 
in our communities hang out? Who are the people God has placed in our 
lives whom we can share with? As we engage in conversation, ask the Holy 
Spirit to reveal bridges to the gospel. 

A Worldwide Family  

Even though Shwe is physically isolated from other Christians, we can serve 
him as brothers and sisters in Christ by praying for him as he walks with the 
Lord in isolation. 

 Pray the Lord will provide Christian community, even if it’s only for a 
short period of time. Over the past two years, the Lord has surprised 
Shwe with visits from Christians from different countries who’ve 
come on short-term volunteer trips. These visits from international 
Christians have greatly encouraged Shwe and have shown him the 
family of Christ is a global one. 

 Pray for strength and perseverance for Shwe when he faces scorn 
and hostility from his community. Pray he will continue to keep 
company with the Holy Spirit. 

 Let’s pray that one of the men Shwe has been sharing with during 
the evenings will believe and that the two men will become close 
confidants and bolster one another’s faith. 

 Shwe’s daughter’s heart is softening toward the gospel. Pray she will 
choose to take a step of faith and commit her life to the Lord. Shwe 
is a new grandfather. Let’s partner in prayer for his granddaughter 
to grow up knowing and loving the Lord. 

*Name changed 

Lessons from the Lone Christian…(Cont. from pg. 6) 

Chowan Finals Schedule 

Saturday, March 9 @ Pasquotank High School 
 12:00pm LADS 
 1:00pm 4th – 7th Grade Girls TBD vs. Ramoth Gilead 
 2:00pm 4th – 6th Grade Boys 
 3:00pm Awards Ceremony for First 3 Levels 
 4:00pm 7th – 9th Grade Boys 
 5:30pm High School Boys TBD vs. Ramoth Gilead 
 8:30pm Awards Ceremony for Final 2 Levels 
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Find us on the Web: 
www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 

1 John Hudson 
3 GL Markham 
 Doug Rogerson 
 Mark Wall 
4 Janet Cooke 
 Vicky Jordan 
 James Lambert 
 Robert Payne 
5 Troy Elmore 
 Chuck Lewis 
7 Charlie & Jessica Troxell 
8 Charlie Troxell 
9 Dickie Sanders 
10 Jeremy & Miranda Sutton 
11 Leia Troxell 

 
13 Kaitlyn Elmore 
14 Trey Kitchen 
15 Cindy Vallas 
16 Ruth Russell 
 Richard & Delores Seymour 
 Jessica Troxell 
17 Cody Johnson 
 Sylvia Whitehead 
18 Kenny Waters 
19 Krystal Nall 
 James Russell 
20 Anita Byrd 
22 Jade Tenny 
24 Bryer Elmore 
 Bryanna McNeal 
25 John Gregory 
28 Joanie taylor 
29 Noah Troxell 
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 Billy Spencer 

Let’s celebrate together 


