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“20I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in Me through their word. 21May 
they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be in Us, so that 
the world may believe You sent Me.” John 17:20-21 

Seven years ago I was the “new pastor” at Berea. I heard misinformed stories of how I was 
the sixth Pastor Berea had in four years (folks outside church don’t understand interims & 
supply preachers).  

I came to realize that what Berea needed most was to be    and to have    Pastor (Senior  
Pastor anyway) for an extended time. In seeking the Lord about Berea’s direction I was led 
to make this our theme. 

I preached a series about being   . I taught a Bible Study on Wednesday evenings about   
being   . I wrote a devotional series to we could literally be on   page. We rebranded our 
website to be “bereaone.org" I took a picture of our steeple and was inspired. 

All on my own, with my limited understanding of Microsoft Publisher (thank you Anita 
Reed), I took that picture of our steeple and superimposed it on the number   . I had made a 
new logo. 

Now I’ll admit, it’s kind of corny. A vertical logo is not very user friendly. I’ve had other    
Pastors tease me about being #   . We’ve made T-shirts where the logo looks like a player’s  
number. I’m all for it being replaced if you know someone with artistic skills & a good idea. 
But it has fit us well. 

For a year now we have not been able to all meet in   room. We have not been able to join 
as    congregation, singing as    voice, lifting our    praise to our    Lord.  

Enter “The Easter Code.” Over the season of Lent (February 17 - April 4) we will once again 
be on   page. We will know that even if we’re far apart we’re studying   thing, reading 1 
book, praying    prayer. 

Have I gone a little overboard with the idea of  ? I don’t think so… look at Jesus’ prayer 
above. He prayed for us. 

He could have prayed we would be safe from Pandemics. He could have prayed that we 
would lead government to Biblical morality. He could have prayed for World Peace.  

But He didn’t. He prayed for   . He prayed for   church to stand firm as proof that Jesus was 
sent by God as Savior of the world. 

As we anticipate the day when we can set FacebookLIVE aside and sing as   in-person voice, 
let us fulfill His prayer. Read that    book. Pray that    prayer. Call each other. Visit each other 
(safely). Support one another.  

My prayer for us is that we would become the Christians Jesus has called us to be. I pray we 
would become the Church the world needs us to be. I pray we would become the Berea 
Elizabeth City needs us to be. I pray we would be    . 

Love you all, 
Jason 

http://bereaone.org


 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 

 

Be quick to serve others. In giving, you will receive. "To make a 
friend, be a friend." To give acceptance to others is to receive  
acceptance. To widen your circle of friends to include others is to 
be included in the broader circles of their lives. Jesus taught, 
"Give, and it will be given." When you give others a sense of     
belonging, you feel a greater sense of belonging.  

"Give, and it will be given to you. " 
Luke 6:38 
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Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

Next Meeting: March 8 @ 7:00pm 

Offerings can continue to be mailed to the Church/Treasurer, dropped off to the 
church during office hours or brought to Worship in the gym. Thank you for your 
continued financial faithfulness!! 

January 31, 2021 
General $3,449.00 
Basketball 400.00 
Lottie Moon 25.00 
Awana             20.00 
TOTAL $3,894.00 

February 14, 2021 
General $1,843.00 
Annie Armstrong 30.00 
Handymen            500.00 
TOTAL $2,373.00 

February Financials  
February 7, 2021 
General $6,880.00 
Annie Armstrong 75.00 
Awana 160.00 
Security 250.00 
NCFB Refund 135.00 
Memorial*         35.00  
TOTAL $7,535.00 

*Memorial given to the        
Memorial Fund in memory of 
David Mooring. 

February 21, 2021 
General $3,935.00 
Annie Armstrong 50.00 
Awana             15.00 
TOTAL $4,000.00 

Cindy, On behalf of your church family Thank You for 20 years of service to Berea 
and more importantly to our Lord! Your dedication has helped to create a            
welcoming environment in our facilities where lives have been changed, souls have 
been saved, God’s children baptized, families joined together, loved ones bid      
farewell and countless meals served to God’s glory! Because of your efforts the 
Kingdom has grown! 
Well done… 

1 Corinthians 10:31 – So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do every-
thing for the glory of God.  

Our Goal: $2,000 
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There once was a father who coached his daughter in 
basketball. The season was just about over and his 
daughter had yet to score a single point. So, coach dad 
decided it was time to help. At a home game, the coach 
set up a simple play sure to get his daughter that first 
basket. He had her line up on the right side of the floor 
at the game’s opening tip. The ball was thrown into the 
air by the official and tipped to the point guard at the 
top of the key, where she made a simple bounce pass to 

the coach’s daughter for an easy layup and her first two points. 

We live in a relationship that is played out in much the same way with our 
Heavenly Father. We often face situations that make us question God’s 
plans for our lives. We may not understand why we are in a certain place or 
situation, however, we can be confident that God has a master plan for us 
and that it is good. No, it is GREAT! He has a plan to provide our every need, 
to care for us in the midst of tragedy, and to lead us through the trials and 
tribulations that Satan and the world will throw our way. 

In Luke 12:27-28, Jesus tells us to look to the beauty of the lilies and to the 
grass of the field. These things are here today and gone tomorrow, yet God 
cares even for them. And so, we, whom He loves more than these, have 
nothing to worry about, because God has a plan. So, don’t be anxious, nor 
let frustration, doubt or even hurt sink in, because our Heavenly Father will 
take care of us. Just like coach dad with love and concern for his daughter, 
our Heavenly Father has love and concern for us and has designed the     
perfect play for us to score. 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

Thank You 
Would like to say a special thanks for the food, calls, cards and especially 
each prayer that was lifted on my behalf. 

Dr. Kiehl said on paper, my case appeared to be the most difficult one but 
proved to be the easiest one. All 3 pacemaker leads came out easy. I know 
this was an answer to prayers and I give God all the praise and glory. We are 
so blessed to be a part of the praying Berea Church family. 

Many thanks, 
Jean Durham 

Community Home Care and Hospice, who are partners with the national We 
Honor Veterans program, is looking for Veterans who are interested in  
helping other Veterans as they approach the end of life. Training is provided 
for calling and/or visiting, performing pinning ceremonies for fellow         
veterans during this time in their life. Please contact Karen Johnson,         
Volunteer Coordinator, at 252-335-4594 for more information. 

Veteran Volunteers needed for Hospice.  

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Luke%2012.27-28


 

Sunday School & Sermon Recaps 
Explore the Bible – January 31 (Focal passage: Luke 5:4-11, 27-32) 
Around the turn of the century, actress and former fashion model, Jane Fonda, became a        
Christian. Having grown up an atheist, it wasn’t until someone invited her to church that she began 
to consider what a life with Jesus might look like. 

Who extended the invitation? Being a two-time academy award winning actress, Fonda probably knew many high profile Christians in 
Hollywood. Yet, the person wasn’t anyone famous or recognizable. The evangelist was none other than her own chauffeur. 

This story reminds us that God often does incredible things through ordinary people.  

Jesus demonstrates this for us in Luke 5. Here we see Jesus recruiting His first disciples. It wasn’t to the priests or governing officials 
that Jesus went. Instead, it was to ordinary laborers – fishermen in fact. They didn’t have special training, money, or influence. What 
they did have was a willingness to leave everything and follow Him (v. 11). 

This means that we don’t need a seminary degree or great wealth to change the world. Those things are bad but they’re not what’s 
most important. Like the disciples, if we have a willing heart, God can move mountains through us. 

In his book Ordinary, Dr. Michael Horton says that we’ve “forgotten that God showers his extraordinary gifts through ordinary means of 
grace … and sends us out into the world to love and serve others in ordinary callings.” In other words, God uses our ordinary lives to 
make a difference in the people around us. 

This is true no matter your personal history. There are countless stories of former alcoholics, gang members or drug addicts who went 
on to do tremendous things for the kingdom of God. As the Lord told the prophet Samuel, “Humans do not see what the Lord sees, for 
humans see what is visible, but the Lord sees the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). No matter our background, God can use us if we are willing. 

The ordinary can truly become extraordinary when there’s a desire to abandon all and follow Jesus. 

Bible Studies for Life – February 7 (Focal passage: John 17:1-5, 21-26) 
Many of our day-to-day conversations consist only of small talk. An obligatory “How are you?” is quickly     
answered by an empty “I’m good.” While seemingly polite, these kinds of interactions do not tend to bind 
people together. We may get past the awkwardness of a moment, but we miss out on truly connecting with 
one another. We often take this same approach when we talk to God. Thankfully, Jesus offered us an example 
of the kind of prayer that nurtures intimacy with God. We learn from Christ some of the ways we can pray. 

We can pray for God’s glory to be seen. Jesus prayed that God would get the glory from the sacrifice that He 
was about to make on the cross. God’s own glory is His highest goal and our highest good. When we pray as Jesus prayed, we are    
asking for God’s will that His goodness and holiness be magnified among all people. We are aligning our hearts with God’s heart when 
we agree that we want His will to be done. 

We can pray for unity with God and among believers. Jesus prayed with the conviction that God wanted all believers to be unified just 
as He and the Father are unified. When we are united with Christ, we are united with others who are in Him. We can pray that this 
unity in the church be fully realized, bringing glory to God. 

Lastly, we can pray for God’s love to be known and experienced. Jesus asked that the love that God has for Him to be made known to 
others. The love that God the father has for His son, Jesus, is vast! God wants all to know this love and that’s the reason He sent Jesus 
to die for us. As we pray for others to know Jesus, we are praying that they know the riches and depths of God’s love. 

Finally, we pray for Christ’s reward to be known (vv. 24-26). And what is His reward? His reward is the redeemed of all the ages       
gathered around the throne. Jesus tells the Father that He desires to have with Him all “those” the Father has “given” to Him. 

Matter of fact, Jesus says this twice in verse 24. And there is only one place that happens — heaven. So, in this final section of Jesus’ 
prayer, He passionately pleaded to the Father that He would spend eternity with those whom the Father had given Him. Do we       
understand how amazing this statement is? 

John MacArthur wrote, “Humanly speaking, there is nothing to warrant such a staggering, overwhelming privilege.” In other words, 
that Christ would desire us as His possession in heaven for eternity is simply unfathomable. Yet, it is the fulfillment of the Moravian 
motto: “May the Lamb that was slain receive the reward of His suffering!” May we pray for the world  to know! 

Explore the Bible – February 14 (Focal passage: Luke 6:1-11) 
A friend of mine once told me a story about a small, dwindling church he used to attend. The only 
thing notable about the church was its beautiful pipe organ.  

Eventually, the members entered talks with another local congregation about the possibility of 
merging together. Everything was in order, and both parties seemed pleased. However, there was one issue – the new church had no 
room for the organ. It was simply too big. 

Unfortunately this was a deal-breaker. The small church turned down the offer to merge with the larger, healthier church and was 
forced to close their doors permanently. Rather than continue as a body of believers, this small congregation chose to break fellowship 
for the sake of a prized instrument.  

They had failed to distinguish their true priority. 

Jesus was familiar with the human tendency to idolize traditions and possessions. In Luke 6, we read a story about a group of religious 
leaders who hoped to condemn Jesus because He violated their Sabbath traditions. While there was some truth in what they said, the 
religious leaders ultimately misunderstood the purpose behind the laws they clung to. 

Jesus reminded them that the Sabbath was made for the benefit of mankind, not the other way around. He demonstrated this by   
healing a man with a shriveled hand on their sacred day (v 6).  

No tradition should keep believers from doing good to one another. 

Ask yourself: What traditions or preferences have I allowed to blind me? Too often we major on the minors. We get hung-up on      
worship styles or the way people are dressed that we miss our true purpose: to follow Jesus and make Him famous.  

We can’t afford to be so distracted by the small stuff that we miss out on what Jesus is doing in our midst. The enemy has a much   
harder time distracting us when we have our priorities right. 
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Sunday School & Sermon Recaps (cont.) 
Bible Studies for Life – February 21 (Focal passage: 1 Corinthians 12:12-24) 
There’s a song we used to sing in the church I grew up in. It said “I need you, you need me. We’re all a part of 
God’s body.” The song was about how, as believers, we were not made to live the Christian life alone. We can 
find these sentiments taught in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. Here, he emphasized that it is impossible 
for one member of the body of Christ to say that they do not need another part. 

God has designed the church to be united as one body. Just as we cannot say that we don’t need one of our 
body parts, God says that each member of the church is intimately connected to the other members. And just 
as our physical bodies function together, so should Christ’s body. Getting to a destination while our right leg is going forward and our 
left leg is going backward would be extremely difficult. Both legs must cooperate to move in the same direction. This is also true of the 
church. Each part should move in the direction of God’s kingdom purposes. 

Every believer in Christ has been given a gift to use for His glory and for the advancement of the church. Again, just as our physical  
bodies have specific parts, so does Christ’s body (the church). If you are a believer, then God has given you a gift. This means that you 
should be a part of a community of believers and seek to use your gifts to serve and love them. 

Because God has gifted you, you are essential to the function of the body of Christ. God would not give a gift that He did not intend for 
you to use. Your specific gift is there to work in concert with the gifts of other believers to see the kingdom of God go forward. As    
insignificant as you may think your gifts are, God says the opposite. The spiritual gifts that God gives each believer are absolutely     
necessary in the function of the church. 
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Albemarle Pest Control comes monthly to spray the Sanctuary Building, Old Fellowship Hall and the 
Parsonage (FLC’s concrete slab negates the need). Their notification system has recently been a bit 
lacking. The morning they plan to come we will find a voicemail on the church phones on our    
arrival in the office (left the afternoon before, after we’ve left). Often that voicemail is received 
only a few minutes before the sprayer arrives. This leaves a hectic tidying routine where we do our 
best to become prepared for their arrival. 

Paul chose to give ample notice of his return. His letter serves as notice that he is going to return 
and that the house better be in order when he gets there. Paul has been accused of being weak on 
sin, but he wants them to know for certain that he will not be “weak” in his next visit. 

Paul desperately wants the Corinthians to follow God completely. He wants the old saying: “nose and toes the same way goes” 
to be true of their lives. But he knows that’s not the case so far. As modern day Christians we are in a similar waiting game. We 
await Jesus’ return when He will bring to judgment all those who stubbornly walk a different way than they talk (or smell, I 
guess, based on the saying?).  

Let us take heed the reminder that Jesus is coming, it may be today, and we need to be ready. Take time to clear your life before 
Him and to live a life more genuinely following after His plan. He is the One who forgives, He is the One who can truly “control” 
the “pests” that “bug” you. 

January 31 - Dad’s Comin’ - 2 Corinthians 12:11-21 

February 7 - Self-Test - 2 Corinthians 13:1-10 
In college I completely forgot about my drivers license expiration date. It snuck up 
quickly enough I had to make a special trip home to get it renewed. Unfortunately, I 
failed the test and it could not be retaken for 24 hours. The next day we left early for 
Asbury College (Wilmore, KY) and stopped in Lexington, VA for my retake. Fortunately I 
passed. Sometimes we think we’re ready for a test, only to be proven wrong.  

Again, Paul is preparing the church in Corinth for his fateful third visit. Paul doesn’t 
want to have a “gotcha” moment, so he’s trying to prepare everyone. 

Last week his preparation was focused toward those who are willfully disobedient. He 
called to repentance all those who knew they were outside of God’s will. So our focus 
likewise was toward confession, repentance and restoration to God from our known 
faults.  

In this passage, Paul’s critique is more broad. He calls everyone to a test. Not only those whose struggle is publicly visible, but 
everyone. He wants us to investigate our inner lives and ask the simple question: are you “in the faith?” 

Here is how Chuck Swindoll has drafted this “test,” give it a try: 

 Ask the hard questions, answer honestly, Review your answers, resist the temptation to rationalize. 

 Does Christ really live in me? 

 Are there any evidences of change in my life? 

 Am I getting easier to live with? 

 Are my attitudes any different now than they were in the past? 

 If I were to die tonight, would Christ meet me with open arms? 

Did you answer no to any of these questions? If you did, what would it take to change your answer? Are you “in the faith?” If 
not, will you follow Him today? 



 

Our new sermon series follows the pattern of our Lenten devotional book “The 
Easter Code,” it’s called “The Easter Week.” Each Sunday we are going to look at 
another day of Jesus’ final week as we prepare for Easter.  

Palm Sunday began as the fulfillment of 500 year old prophecy. Jesus had just 
given a parable about workers who did not want the boss to become king. They 
refused to serve him and were executed as their thanks. Jesus set up the        
Triumphal Entry as a foreshadowing of Judgment Day. Many will be willing to 
serve King Jesus, others will not. 

Zechariah’s prophecy (Zech. 9:9) was widely understood as a Messianic prophecy. The fact that Jesus orchestrated His entry into 
Jerusalem on a donkey was basically Him claiming to be the God-sent Messiah. His disciples’ proclamation of “blessed” was their 
own blasphemous agreement that He was God’s Chosen One.  

The spreading of Palm branches in front of the donkey parallel the Festival of Booths. At the festival the abundance of the land 
was offered to God before a week spent in tents. The tents reminded them of the wilderness wandering of the nation of Israel 
as they approached the Promised Land. At the festival, God is praised for His provision just before the remembrance of their 
temporary “roughing it.” 

In our day to proclaim a Messiah who is our Creator, who is our exclusive Savior (there is no other!) and who is worthy of our 
laying down our lives to Him is cultural blasphemy.  On Palm Sunday we are reminded of God’s faithfulness to offer us salvation 
as we suffer along in these temporary tents in anticipation of the Promised Land that is to come. 

We join with the disciples in proclaiming “blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.” We join with them in casting 
down the abundance of our lives before the only One who can save our souls. We voluntarily choose to serve the King now, 
knowing that Judgment Day is coming. 

The Pharisees did not like the disciples prophecy. They thought Jesus should have hushed His followers. Will you join in          
proclaiming the Name of the Lord Jesus, or is it time for the rock choir to start practicing?  6 

I remember my last Sunday in Texas, really just another day, except that we were hitting the 
road after. I remember my last Sunday at Indian River in Chesapeake, it was filled with   
music (I was their Minister of Music), a pot luck and a money tree (which purchased our 
Dining room furniture). I remember my last Sunday in Newsoms…it was bitter sweet for 
sure. And so today I announce… no just kidding… we’ve just passed our 7th anniversary 
together, I hope this is merely a midpoint, or the end of the first trimester. 

Paul’s final words to the church at Corinth were a desire for them to experience God’s   
presence. He had a long list of things they needed to experience: grace, love, fellowship, 
greetings, “a holy kiss” (on this Pandemic Valentine’s Sunday we shared Hershey Kisses  
instead), but the most important of all was God’s presence. 

Paul’s explanation of how to have God’s presence in their corporate worship was in 5 commands. 

Rejoice - we can rejoice in God’s blessings when things are good or bad. When our focus is above, the world seems insignificant. 

Become mature - this starts by an admission that we have not yet “arrived.” We must grow to become like Christ. The word for 
mature literally means to mend, like setting a broken bone. When we were saved our relationship with God was “set,” but a set 
bone isn’t at full strength right away. Is your spiritual life healing or re-injuring? 

Be Encouraged - God’s presence in the church requires a church that is family. We can encourage one another by God’s past 
victories and we can help each other to grow when we are together. 

Have the Same Mind - it’s impossible to agree on everything, but that doesn’t mean we allow little things to break our fellowship 
or single-mindedness. I have been amazed at the humility shown by our Bereans during this Pandemic. We do not have the 
“same mind” about masks, distancing and worshiping in the Gym, but still nearly everyone has been willing to sit in pods, wear 
masks and do whatever is necessary to meet together in worship. Thank You! Not every church / Pastor has been so privileged. 

Be at Peace - If the ultimate goal is God’s presence, then we can set aside arguments and choose to live at peace with each   
other. In church life do you calm the waters or stir them up? 

To have God’s presence envelop our Fellowship we must keep the main things the main things - what we believe in common is 
much more important than the differences we may have. So for the sake of the Presence we set aside all that hinders and we 
rejoice that God has made a way for us to spend eternity with Him. We grow in maturity because we want to be like our      
Heavenly Father. We encourage one another, because this world is not our home, the best is yet to come. We have the same 
mind, because our minds have been renewed to discern the will of God. And ultimately, we live in peace with one another,   
because our greatest conflict was against the holiness of God and if He can make a way for peace, how could I hold a grudge 
against anyone else? Let us all seek the Presence of God and peace with one another. 

February 14 - Last Words - 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

February 21 - The Easter Week - Palm Sunday - Luke 19:28-40 



 

From feeding efforts to offering overnight shelter to serving as warming stations, Oklahoma Baptist churches 
across the state have responded to their neighbors in need after February’s devastating snow and sub-freezing 
temperatures took their toll on families and communities. 

Bethel Baptist in Anadarko offered a multi-day soup kitchen starting Feb. 13 along with overnight sheltering for 
the homeless and other vulnerable people in the community. Other churches and groups assisted in the 
efforts, which led to at least recorded one profession of faith. 

“We have served dozens of meals and ministered to people. We have shared gospel literature with people,” 
said Bethel pastor Duncan Blackwell. “The church and community are so engaged in this effort. I’m amazed 
and thankful for everyone who has helped. There was no way we could have planned for this. God has         
provided at every turn.” 

Pastor Brock Hardin of First Baptist Heavener and others from the church delivered food to more than 100 
families in need Feb. 17. 

“It is encouraging to see people turn to the church in their time of great need,” Hardin said. 

First Baptist McAlester offered meals for anyone in the community Feb. 17 at the church. Other churches, such 
as First Baptist Chelsea, continued their existing food ministries in spite of the challenging weather conditions. 
Still other churches, such as First Baptist Coalgate, have opened their doors as warming stations or for other 
needs. 

In Kentucky, Pastor Josh Schmidt jokingly says his church is having a powerless powerful revival. 

First Baptist Church in Grayson has been a lifeline for the frozen community after two winter storms. The 
church’s ministry center has become a safe haven – a place to get warm and find shelter when there is         
nowhere else to go, a place to go for a meal and a place to lay your head down for the night. 

It’s also a place where life-changing decisions can be made. While there may not even be power in their own 
building, there’s power in the Word that the pastor delivers boldly to those who come. 

They have been a warming shelter since Feb. 11 when the first of two ice storms knocked out power for a large 
portion of Carter County. 

“I thought if the church wasn’t going to address it, I don’t know how anybody else was going to,” he said. “If 
we have the ability to help, we’re going to help. We’re part of this community.” 

The church’s ministry center has a kitchen and showers. The Salvation Army and Red Cross have brought in 
some cots and food, and the Carter County emergency management department, along with others in the 
community, has provided some resources. 

Everybody is trying to help a neighbor during a difficult time. 

“The road conditions are so bad that a lot of those who have come here have been brought by the sheriff’s 
department,” Schmidt said. “People don’t have heat in their homes and they didn’t have a place to go. They 
bring them to us.” 

Schmidt has shared the gospel with evacuees at the church, and two of them realized they needed to accept 
Jesus as their Savior. 

“You have to take advantage of the opportunities the Lord gives you,” he said. “They got saved and we        
baptized them on Sunday morning.” 

Churches Offer Warmth, Hope During Storm 
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Pastor Brock Hardin, left, of 
First Baptist Heavener, OK, 
and others from the church 
delivered food to more than 
100 families in need on Feb. 
17, after a harsh winter 
storm swept through the 
area. 
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Shahid Kamal’s God is a living God—One who answers prayer. Shahid and his wife, Maroofa, 
spend their lives introducing Him to the more than 300,000 South Asians who call the Greater 
Vancouver area home. 

“Hindus have many visible gods, and Sikhs have many gurus,” said Shahid, who planted South 
Asian Community Church in Surrey, part of metro Vancouver. “In the midst of this complex  
situation, we are trying to help them to know, believe and receive Jesus Christ.” 

And over and over again, the Kamals see that transformation happens through prayer. 

“Our prayer ministry is one of the successful connecting points,” Shahid said. “Many came to 
our church for the very first time for prayer. They have specific prayer requests. And, praise 
God, God answered them and showed them that He’s a living God.” 

PRAY: 
 For the church’s prayer ministry to continue to open doors for the gospel. 

 For South Asians in Surrey to be drawn toward Jesus. 

DeKalb County, Georgia is a picture of diversity—and vast need. 

There’s a beautiful array of cultures but also brokenness. Many homes don’t have dads in them. 
The abortion rate is high. There’s division from racial and socioeconomic tensions. 

When Ryan and Tricia moved their family to Atlanta to plant Gospel Hope Church, they wanted 
the congregation to reflect the multicultural community. To do that, Ryan worked with a      
diverse team of people who shared this vision. 

But diversity isn’t the ultimate goal, disciple making is. “The mission is to help those we come in 
contact with to take their next spiritual step and to be a church that loves all kinds of people, 
and let God bring all kinds of people.” 

“We believe the gospel brings hope to be reconciled to each other and to God,” Ryan said. 

PRAY: 
 For the McCammacks to reach the diverse communities in their area. 

 For church members to display Christ’s reconciling love. 

Victor and Ludmila Moura were comfortable in Brazil. He was a pastor of a growing church, and 
she was a government lawyer doing well in her career. Over time, though, they felt God leading 
them in an unexpected direction—to plant a church for Brazilians in Boston, home to one of the 
largest immigrant populations in the U.S. 

Their goal is for the new church, with services in both Portuguese and English, to be a place 
where those struggling to find their identity can find it in Christ. 

Identity issues are a complex problem, especially among second- and third-generation           
Brazilians who feel they don’t fit anywhere, Victor said. But the church’s most powerful strategy 
is a simple one— community. Missional house groups are their greatest outreach opportunity. 

“The Millennials, they hate superficial stuff,” he said. “I think the most effective strategy to 
reach them is being a friend.” 

PRAY: 

 For Victor and Ludmila to successfully reach young Brazilians. 

 For new believers to grow into strong leaders. 

Moving from Denver to a small town they had never heard of in Idaho was not in Anders’ and 
Jessica’s plans. But it fit where they felt the Holy Spirit was guiding them—to help a dying 
church come back to life and reach its community. 

In 2018, they launched the replant of Calvary Church Nampa. The neighborhoods around the 
once-vibrant church are now aging and declining with a mix of Anglo and Hispanic residents. 
Drugs are a big problem—so are poverty and depression. 

With a strategic outreach to get to know and serve their neighbors, the Snyders are seeing God 
move. More than 100 are now worshipping and growing in faith together. 

“We’re reclaiming ground that was already once won for the kingdom. It tells the story of a 
resurrected Christ in that the church can come back from the dead,” Anders said. 

PRAY: 

 For the Snyders to have wisdom in how best to serve and reach their community. 

 For neighbors to be drawn to the hope of the gospel. 

Shahid & Maroofa Kamal 
Delta, British Columbia 

Ryan & Tricia McCammack 
Avondale Estates, Georgia 

Victor & Ludmila Moura 
Somerville, Massachusetts 

Anders & Jessica Snyder 
Nampa, Idaho 
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Joshua Valdez says his city is a place of emotional and spiritual darkness. It’s a melting pot of 
culture and religion. Its residents are mostly Hispanic and Navajo, and the Navajo are very much 
“a forgotten people,” said Joshua, who also has both heritages. 

The people have one common struggle—they often battle feelings of despair or worthlessness. 
He observes that as a church planter and at his job as an intervention specialist at a local high 
school. 

“I see the hopelessness of the youth,” he said. “Most of them are coming from really rough  
situations.” 

But many have grown to trust Joshua and visit his church plant, Higher Ground Church. During 
youth group gatherings there, he intentionally teaches the Bible verse by verse. Many are   
hearing it for the first time, and it’s changing their lives. 

PRAY: 

 For more students to join Joshua’s Bible studies. 

 For the members of Higher Ground Church to be a light to their community. 

Bobby and LaKeisha Williams have a simple goal—to meet the deep need of New Orleans with 
the even deeper love of Christ. 

In the city, some buildings are still boarded up from Hurricane Katrina in 2005. The area around 
the Williamses’ church plant is predominantly African American and low-income. “A lot of what 
we strive to do is provide resources,” Bobby said. “We try to educate people spiritually,        
financially, intellectually, you name it.” 

That’s how their church—Next Level Church—got its name. They want to see people take their 
life to the next level starting right where they are. The church provides its neighbors with     
multiple forms of assistance from health fairs to meal distribution, all with the goal of creating 
community and leading them to Jesus. 

“Despite the challenges we’ve been able to make an impact, and we want to do even more,” 
Bobby said. 

PRAY: 

 For Bobby and LaKeisha to persevere in ministry. 

 For the church’s compassion ministries to open doors to share the gospel. 

Jacob knows the homeless, drug addicts and gang members of Sanger. He used to live among 
them before he went to jail and met Jesus there. 

Now he and his wife, Francine, are reaching those who “would scare people who go to most 
churches,” 

Jacob said. Through Set Free Church, they take the gospel to the streets to reach the people 
others might see as a “lost cause.” 

Church members distribute food, hot meals and hygiene supplies several times a week along 
with an invitation to worship and Bible study. Their acts of compassion are growing the church 
and changing lives. Jacob also connects addicts with Biblically based recovery centers and     
continues their spiritual growth through Set Free Church’s discipleship house. 

All of it, Jacob said, “is God”—God gave him a heart to help those without hope “because I was 
there once myself.” 

PRAY: 
 For God to transform hearts in Sanger with the gospel. 

 For resources to maintain and expand the discipleship house ministry. 

A Message from Kevin Ezell, NAMB President 

When missionaries answer the call to the mission field, they expect to encounter challenges, 
but no one could have planned for a global pandemic that radically altered everyday life. 

Your North American missionaries are displaying courage and vision. They are changing course, 
innovating and discovering ways to continue sharing the gospel, making disciples and bringing 
hope.  

PRAY: 

 That times of crisis have opened new doors to the gospel. 

 That they, and we, would not grow weary in sharing the gospel. 

Joshua Valdez 
Farmington, New Mexico 

Bobby & LaKeisha Williams 
Slidell, Louisiana 

Jacob & Francine Zailian 
Sanger, California 
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