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“ 
4Since they were not able to bring him to Jesus because of the crowd, they removed the 

roof above him, and after digging through it, they lowered the mat on which the paralytic 
was lying. 5Seeing their faith, Jesus told the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’”  
Mark 2:4-5 

I will be attending a “Who’s Your One” rally and training in Hampton on March first 
and second. You’re first thought is probably something to the extent of: “didn’t we 
do that already?” 

The task of reaching the lost is never finished. But, I’ve learned that it continues to 
be an unnatural task. There is always something “more important,” or our schedule 
is already full, or isn’t that someone else’s job? 

God has called each and every one of us to take the Good News of His Gospel to 
everyone around us. This includes total strangers and those with whom we share a 
grocery store line, but it also includes our closest friends, our children and our 
spouses. 

In February we began the sermon series “Baptist Faith & Message,” where each 
week we take a different article of our Southern Baptist statement of faith and dig 
deeper into what we truly believe. I’ve noticed something I hadn’t really expected 
as I’ve re-read these articles for the purpose of preaching. 

The Baptist Faith & Message often gets a bad rap as people think it only talks about 
a male pastorate, or a Biblical view of the family, but that isn’t what I’ve found. I’ve 
found that every single article points to our need for salvation. 

As we’ve studied God, Jesus, the Spirit, the Scripture and all the rest it clearly points 
to the fact that mankind is hopeless without grace. We don’t stand a chance unless 
Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross is put in our place for the forgiveness of 
our sin. 

In the scripture above we see four friends bringing a paralyzed man to be healed by 
Jesus. As Jesus approaches the paralytic He realizes there is a paralysis more       
catastrophic than the one that has him bedridden. The paralytic’s soul is an even 
greater problem than his body. 

Jesus’ offer of forgiveness comes not based on the paralytic’s faith (although clearly 
that is present too), rather Jesus comments on “their faith.” Jesus mentions the 
faith of the friends. Their paralyzed friend is forgiven, given a home in heaven and 
eternally transformed because they brought him to Jesus. 

Who do you know whose soul is paralyzed? Who’s Your One? Will you be a friend 
to that one and bring them to Jesus? His forgiveness is ready and waiting! 

Love You all, 
Jason 

March 
2020 
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Students, You Can Serve Now…
Here’s Where: 

☘ Sunday School Breakfast Service 
 April 12 & June 14 

☘ Children’s Church/Sunday School 
& Nursery 

Talk to Mrs. Jessica or Pastor 
Charlie to get involved. 

☘ Wednesday Night Awana Helpers 
Game Time, Teacher Assistants, 
Nursery Helpers, etc. 

Upcoming Youth Opportunities: 

☘ Laser Tag 
May – TBA 

☘ Built to Serve Mission Trip to Philly 
 June 20-27, 2020 

☘ Sunday Morning Bible Study 
 10:00am – 11:00am 

☘ Sunday Evening Bible Study 
 5:00pm – 6:30pm @ the Troxell’s 

One of the evening sports shows I enjoyed during my 
cable watching days routinely showed a clip from that 
day’s sports action called “Best Thing I Saw Today.” The 
title says it all, and it got me thinking about the best 
things I’ve seen (and heard) this past month at Awana, 
and so I want to share those with you. 

The Best Things I’ve Seen by the Numbers (and letters): 

57, 60, 55 - These aren’t random numbers, these are 
the total number of children from Nursery through our 

T&T for each of the last three weeks. I have been overwhelmed with how God 
has blessed the efforts of those involved to enable us to continue growing week 
after week. Let me tell you, with God’s blessing 65, 70, and beyond will quickly 
become a reality for us. 

GARY - Picture this. You walk into a room filled with 15+ rowdy boys and you 
look over to the corner to see a man sitting on the floor with a workbook in his 
lap and boys sprawled around him reciting scriptures. Only you don’t have to 
picture it in your head, pop in on any given week and you will see it for       
yourself. This is an illustration of what you will find in every classroom as      
children arrive every week eagerly awaiting their turn to recite scripture to our 
leaders and helpers. While I’m at it, let me say this. To our volunteers, to every 
single one of you, “YOU ARE A BLESSING!” Yes, I’m shouting, because God is 
using you in a powerful way to change the lives of these children, and we would 
not be growing like this without you. 

2 Timothy 2:15 - Here is a direct quote of a text message from my wife, “Wyatt 
did devotions at the beginning before today’s basketball game. He did the 
Awana theme verse and said he chose it as his devotion because he loves     
coming to Awana and that it has taught him about God and how to love God 
and it’s so great. I was allergic to some perfume (apparently she cried).” In front 
of close to a hundred adults and children alike a 3rd grader stood up and     
beautifully illustrated why we are doing this, nothing more needs to be said. 

The Heart of a Child - This is just one example of many.  A few weeks ago we 
were having a conversation with a parent and discovered the family of one of 
our children is deep in a “religion” that runs counter to what we know to be 
true from God’s Word. It immediately struck me that we are at war and the 
battleground is this young child’s heart and mind. Make no mistake, the cost of 
losing this war is unacceptable. The unfortunate reality is this child is just an 
example of the new normal, not an exception. 

These are just a few of the best things I’ve seen recently. I implore you to come 
and volunteer, to come and see for yourself what God is doing. We can most 
certainly use your prayers, and your financial support is greatly appreciated so 
that we can keep our children in uniforms, keep a workbook and Bible in their 
hands and keep our Awana Store functioning, but there is nothing better than 
sitting in a room and loving a child as they come to know the Lord better 
through studying His Word. See you at Awana! 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Come out and support your Berea Children’s Ministry 
as they face off against Corinth!  

March 14 
11:00am – 1:00pm 

Admission is free. Wear your Green and White and 
come cheer on our Awana clubbers!                                             

Second Annual Awana Games! 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

Next Meeting: 
Monday, March 9 @ 7:00pm 

God's wisdom is not rooted in pride but rather in service. 
God's wisdom is marked by kindness, generosity, and helpfulness. 

"The wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and 

good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy." 
James  3:17 

Handyman Ministry Updates 

Pictured Above: We built this ramp       
for the brother and sister of Margie   
Fitzpatrick. They have trouble going up 
and down stairs. 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Russell Banks who is confined to a 
wheelchair due to difficulty walking. 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Kenyon Meads whose wife cannot walk 
on her own due to Alzheimer's. 

Pictured Above: We built this ramp       
for Ada Greene so that she could be  
released from the nursing home. 

Pictured Above: We built this ramp for 
Richard Parker who has circulation  
problems in his legs. 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Rick Chappell’s 90 year-old mother who 
has difficulty climbing steps. 
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Sundays 
☘ 9:20am Breakfast 
☘ 10:00am Sunday School 
☘ 11:00am Worship 
☘ 5:00pm Chancel Choir 
☘ 5:00pm Youth Bible Study 
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 
☘ 10:00am Open Exercise 
Tuesdays 
☘ 6:00pm Puppets 
Wednesdays 
☘ 6:30pm Awana 
☘ 7:00pm Adult Bible Study 

February’s Ministry Opportunities 

Women on Mission 
Tuesday, March 17 @ 7:00pm 

Thursday, March 19 
11:30am in the Fellowship Hall 
We’re going to Fire House Subs for Lunch. ☘ Baptist Men’s Breakfast 

 3/1 @ 7:30am 
☘ Usher Meeting 

3/8 @ 10:15am 
☘ Deacons Meeting 
 3/9 @ 7:00pm 
☘ Awana Games 
 3/14 @ 11:00am 
☘ Agape WOM 
 3/17 @ 7:00pm 
☘ Newsletter Deadline 
 3/19 @ 9:00am 
☘ Senior Adult Ministry 
 3/19 @ 11:30am 
☘ Church Council Meeting 
 3/22 @ 12:15pm 
☘ Lunchtime 
 3/27 @ 10:45am 
☘ Bloomin’ Craft & Vendor Fair 
 3/28 @ 10:00am 

March 22 @ 12:15pm 

SUNDAY 

No March Meeting 

Berea’s Bloomin’ Craft & Vendor Fair 
Saturday, March 28; 10:00am – 4:00pm 
Free Admission \ Door Prizes \ Concessions 

All proceeds will go towards our Youth Mission 
Trip to Philadelphia and Camp Cale. 

Baptist Men’s Breakfast: 
Sunday, March 1 @ 7:30am 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

 
There will be an Ushers meeting Sunday, March 8 @ 10:15am. ALL 
USHERS need to be in attendance. 



 

David Book didn’t have a ticket to the hockey game on Feb. 22, 1980, that earned the description “Miracle on 
Ice.” He lived half a mile from the arena, but it was the toughest ticket in town to get. 

So, like most Americans, Book and his family watched on TV as the U.S. men’s hockey team stunned the mighty 
Russians in the semifinal of the 1980 Olympics. As the game ended, the Books stepped out onto their veranda 
and heard the cheers and chants from the arena in the distance: “USA! USA! USA!” 

That game 40 years ago became an iconic event, forever connecting the town of Lake Placid with sports and 
hockey history. But for Southern Baptists in Lake Placid, the Miracle on Ice wasn’t the only legacy from those 
1980 Olympics. That year was the first time Southern Baptists had organized a large outreach during the  
Olympics, and those efforts led to the planting of Lake Placid Baptist Church – a congregation that Book served 
as pastor for six years and a church that is still active and vibrant in a resort community far outside the Bible 
Belt. 

“It’s pretty amazing what God has done over the years just to continue the ministry,” said Jim Koenig, the 
church’s pastor. “God continues to build our influence.” 

Book first came to Lake Placid in the summer of 1978 to do some advance work for the Southern Baptist     
Convention (SBC) outreach that was scheduled for 1980. This was the first time for Southern Baptists to 
attempt such a ministry at the Olympics, with the Home Mission Board leading the effort. 

“Almost every agency of the SBC actually participated,” Book said. “It was a massive undertaking.” 

Book was working in student ministry in Kentucky when he led that advance team in 1978. He wasn’t planning 
to relocate to Lake Placid on a long-term basis. But after Book came home from that trip, Southern Baptist 
leaders in New York kept trying to persuade him to return to Lake Placid. They were hopeful that the outreach 
planned for the Olympics would be the catalyst for a new Baptist church in Lake Placid, which didn’t have a 
Southern Baptist congregation. 

Book and his wife Marianne eventually relented and moved their family to Lake Placid in November 1978, with 
Book serving as a missionary with the Home Mission Board. He was one of the leaders of the Olympic ministry, 
started Lake Placid Baptist Church and was the pastor there until 1986. 

Claire Thayer was one of the first local residents to become part of the church, even before the Olympics     
began. A native Floridian who was saved at a Billy Graham crusade in the Orange Bowl, Thayer spent most of 
her childhood and early teenage years at a Southern Baptist church in Miami. 

“I was very close to Jesus until I discovered alcohol and the party life as an older teenager,” she said. 

After attending college in New York and traveling for a few years, Thayer eventually settled in Lake Placid 
where she was “deep into the party life.” 

“I knew about God,” Thayer said. “I had him on a shelf, kept telling Him I’d get back to Him. But I just wasn’t 
quite ready yet.” 

One day she was in her car alone, stopped at an intersection in Lake Placid the locals had dubbed the 
“Barmuda Triangle” because of bars on three of the corners. She said she heard a voice distinctly. She doesn’t 
know whether it was audible or not, but she knows she heard it saying, “I want you back.” 

“I knew it was God,” Thayer said. “And I thought, ‘Oh no. The party’s over.’ 

“On the radio at that very moment came an ad,” Thayer continued. “The local radio station said, ‘Lake Placid 
Baptist Chapel invites you to services on Sunday.'” 

Thayer couldn’t believe it. She knew there hadn’t been a Baptist church in town, but she showed up the       
following Sunday. “When God calls, you answer,” she said. 

Thayer was the first local to be part of the church plant. Though she’s now a member of another congregation 
in Lake Placid, she remains “eternally grateful” to God for the ministry of Lake Placid Baptist Church. 

The Southern Baptist ministry during the 1980 Olympics was extensive, with dozens of mission teams and  
hundreds of volunteers from all over the country participating. Community engagement was one of the       
priorities. With heavy traffic clogging many of the Lake Placid streets, Southern Baptist volunteers helped    
senior citizens by delivering groceries and medications. They ran a daycare for students of all ages since 
schools were closed during the Olympics. 

That attitude of service became part of the DNA of the church that would remain in Lake Placid long after     
the Olympic flame had been extinguished. Over the past 40 years, Lake Placid Baptist Church has been              
characterized by its outreach to the community. 

Denominational Discourse and the Future of the SBC 
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Denominational Discourse... 

A resort community, Lake Placid retains connections to its Olympic heritage 
by housing the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Training Center and by regularly 
hosting bobsled and luge competitions, hockey tournaments and events like 
the Ironman triathlon, which is scheduled for later this year. The church  
always provides volunteers to meet these community needs. Koenig serves 
as chairman of the board of directors for the local business association and 
has been the volunteer coordinator for many events in town because the 
city knows the church will help. 

Koenig takes seriously the verse of Jeremiah 29:7: “Seek the welfare of the 
city I have deported you to. Pray to the LORD on its behalf, for when it has 
prosperity, you will prosper.” 

“We have this relationship with the community that’s pretty incredible,” he 
said. 

When the church officially constituted in 1982, it had about 20 members. 
Now a church of about 75 members, the congregation largely consists of 
first-generation Christians – people who came to Christ after high school. 
The church, Koenig says, has learned to be missional and to love its         
community in concrete ways. 

Derek Spain, who served as pastor of the church from 2001-2011, said the 
church is a beautiful mix of people from all over the world – natives of the 
town and the Adirondack region, those who have been transplanted        
because of work or other reasons and visitors who are there for vacation or 
for the athletic competitions. The church is welcoming and committed to 
sharing the gospel with those who are lost, a testament to the authentic 
faith of the church members. 

“There’s a group of people there who really love Jesus and love one          
another,” Spain said. 

For Book, as he looks back on the church that began in Lake Placid 40 years 
ago, he does so with a great sense of fulfillment and gratitude to the Lord. 
There’s no big secret to the church’s growth and endurance, he said. It’s just 
basic discipleship that has allowed the church to thrive. 

“People living out their faith, people committed to sharing the gospel of  
Jesus Christ, people living according to the guidance of the Holy Spirit,” he 
said. 

The U.S. win over the Soviet Union in 1980 may have been a miracle on the 
ice. For those like Thayer touched by the church’s ministry over the past 40 
years, Lake Placid Baptist Church may be just as much of a miracle. 

“We worked together. We played together. We did life together,” she said. 
“It meant so much to me, because I had no extended family in the area, so 
the church really was family to me.” 

(cont. from pg. 5) 

We have come across a scrapbook done by the senior's 
in the 70's.  You might want to stop in to see it.  It has 
been left on the table for all to see. 

We also have a new book, Limitless. This is a true story 
about a man who was born with no arms or legs       
and how God showed him the way. Dog’s Journey is 
another new book, which is fiction. We have many 
books to read so stop in and check them out. 

Thank you, 
The Librarians 
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Sanctuary Flowers 

March 1 Given in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Robert Payne, Sr., Charles 
Payne, Edna Payne and Willie Lee Harris by the Robert 
Payne, Jr. family. 

March 8 Given in memory of Maude & Alvin Pritchard by Doug & 
Mary Pritchard. 

March 15 Given in memory of Horace F. & Sadie Pritchard and    
Horace C. Pritchard by Donna Pritchard & family. 

March 22 Given in memory of Clarence & Lillian Saners and       
Granville & Jeanne Taylor by Terry & Joanie Taylor. 

March 29 Given in memory of Gilliam & Mary Spencer and Ashbee & 
Dora Jones by the Krebs family. 

1 John Hudson 
3 GL Markham 
 Doug Rogerson 
 Mark Wall 
4 Janet Cooke 
 Vicky Jordan 
 Robert Payne 
5 Troy Elmore 
 Chuck Lewis 
6 Mike Hanson 
7 Charlie & Jessica Troxell 
8 Charlie Troxell 
9 Dickie Sanders 
11 Leia Troxell 
13 Kaitlyn Elmore 
14 Michael Adkins 
 Trey Kitchen 
15 Justine Brown 
 Cindy Vallas 

16 Ruth Russell 
 Richard & Delores Seymour 
 Jessica Troxell 
17 Cody Johnson 
 Sylvia Whitehead 
18 Kenny Waters 
19 Krystal Nall 
 James Russell 
20 Anita Byrd 
22 Jade Tenny 
24 Bryer Elmore 
 Bryanna McNeal 
25 John Gregory 
28 Joanie Taylor 
29 Noah Troxell 
30 Cathy Markham 
 Billy Spencer 

Let’s celebrate together 

March Sermon Calendar 

March 1 

 II. God 

  B. God the Son 

March 8 

 II. God 

  C. God the Holy Spirit 

March 15 

 III. Man 

March 22 

 IV. Salvation 

March 29 

 V. God’s Purpose of Grace 
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Find us on the Web: 
www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 


