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Musings 

“God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love and sound judgment.” 
2 Timothy 1:7 

This has been the weirdest week ever. Uncertain, confused, fearful,           
disconnected… just a few adjectives that aptly describe what we’ve been 
through together… well, not together, apart. And apart is a good thing. It is 
good for us to heed our Governor’s, President’s and CDC’s advice in Social 
Distancing and not gathering in crowds. Please continue to take this         
pandemic seriously! And yet… 

I miss you! I miss your smiling faces, your booming voices, your hope-filled 
gazes up toward the pulpit (absence makes the heart grow fonder) and the 
fellowship we share by joining together in worship. 

I want to keep connected, even while we’re apart. That will look different for 
each of you. Some will be able to join us on Sunday mornings at 11 on 
FBLive. Others will catch up on Sunday afternoon by finding our message at 
bereaone.org. But what about the rest?  

DVDs of our services will be made available for pickup or delivery. If you 
would like one please contact the church office (338-8128). This newsletter 
will be published biweekly to keep you up to date with sermons, Sunday 
School lesson summaries and other need-to-know information.  

Phone contacts are a MUST! Will you take the challenge to contact at least 1 
church member by phone every day? Expand your contact list by calling 
some folks you don’t often call. Also, please report in to the church office 
any Prayer Requests for distribution. If you need someone to talk to feel free 
to call your family Deacon, Pastor Charlie or Pastor Jason to share any other 
concerns or needs. 

We know that the church is the people; not merely the building in which we 
meet, but at the same time Jesus called us to meet together. We know 
(verse above) that He has not given us a fearful spirit, but in the same verse 
we see He has given us sound judgment. So let’s get some perspective. 
There is a scary pandemic gripping our world, but there is no reason to fear. 
God will take care of us, but there is no reason to ignore public health       
recommendations. I have firm faith in the God who will allow His church to 
flourish through the pandemic as the body reaches farther while we cannot 
meet together. Please join me in keeping connected remotely until we can 
meet again face-to-face. 

Love You all, 
Jason 
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Isolation can be hard! Read your Bible, call a friend, go for a walk, pray, keep in touch. 

If you’re feeling blue talk to someone! We’re here to help! 

Pastor Jason – 339-4044 
Pastor Charlie – 333-4242 

In light of the coronavirus (COVID-19) global pandemic, we are asking all Southern Baptists and our 47,500+ churches 
of the Southern Baptist Convention to commit to a dedicated time of prayer. 

1. Ask God, in His mercy, to stop this pandemic and save lives – not only in our communities but around the world, 
particularly in places that are unequipped medically to deal with the virus. (Isaiah 59:1-2) 

2. Pray for President Donald Trump and other government leaders – international, federal, state, and local – to have 
the wisdom to direct us in the best courses of action for prevention and care. (Romans 13:1-4) 

3. Scripture says – teach us to number our days carefully so that we may develop wisdom in our hearts. Pray that the 
Lord will give us wisdom in this moment of fear as the foundations of what we know are shaken, that others would 
realize how fragile life is and how real eternity is, and they would see their need to turn to God. (Psalm 90:12) 

4. Ask God to protect our missionaries and their families around the globe, using this global crisis to advance His 
Good News to the whole world. (Mark 16:15) 

Day of Prayer for the Coronavirus (COVID-19) Global Pandemic 

When Dave and Mary Elliff left 
Arkansas, they left family and 
familiar culture to plant a  
new church in the Pacific 
Northwest. 
“In the South, we have the 
Bible Belt. In Seattle, people 
call Roosevelt, the neighbor-
hood where we’re planting, 
the Metaphysical Belt. 96% of 

the people here don’t attend an evangelical church,” 
says Dave. “It’s really well-known for New Age and 
Eastern religion.” 
The Elliffs launched Roots Community Church with just 
one other couple. They soon formed a core group 
through community outreach and by recruiting others 
who felt called to serve in Seattle. 
“We started Roots Church in 2016. Since then, we’ve 
had to move three times because we keep outgrowing 
our space. That’s a good problem to have. Now, we 
have almost a hundred people who are a part of our 
church,” says Mary. 

Toronto is one of    the most 
ethnically diverse cities in the 
world. And although there’s a 
large        Hispanic population, 
there are few Hispanic 
churches. J.D. and Andreina 
moved from Venezuela to 
plant one. 

The Fasolinos started with a 
small group Bible study. Now Emmanuel Baptist 
Church East involves more than 70 people               
worshipping together, representing Colombia, El     
Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico, Cuba and 
Guatemala. They also have a ministry serving migrant 
workers on a local mushroom farm. 

“Because of diversity, some people tend to isolate  
and become lonely. There is a continuous sense of 
mourning—the same you have when you lose a loved 
one—but in this case because you lost your language, 
your traditions, your friends, family and even your 
food.” says J.D. 

Church Goal: 
$1,250 

Received to Date; 
$600 



 

One of my best days was Labor Day 2015. It wasn’t just that we watched the Mets beat the      
Nationals on their way to the Pennant, the best part was before the game. During batting practice 
I was holding Emma Lee on my shoulders when Rubén Tejada hit a Homer right at her, heroic 
(read: foolish) dad that I am, I calmly caught the ball and have the happy picture to show for it.  

God wants us to be happy like that. In Hebrew there is a special word, ’ašrê (pronounced Ash-ray), 
that explains something longer lasting that happiness, deeper than joy and more satisfying than 
peace. This is what God has in store for us. But there is a problem… Psalm 32:4 describes the 
weight of sin as “day and night Your hand was heavy on me; my strength was drained as in the 
summer’s heat.” That’s a clear picture isn’t it? The guilt of sin is as exhausting as dehydration on a 
Summer afternoon. 

David figured out the secret. Stop hiding. Admit your sorry state. Agree with God about the bleak-
ness of your sin. “’I will confess my transgression to the Lord,’ and you forgave the guilt of my 
sin” (32:5). Jesus paid for our sin on the cross, buried our guilt in the grave and arose to bring us victory; and ’ašrê. 

Why hesitate? Next time you feel the weight of sin pray to Him immediately. Confess. Ask for forgiveness. Feel the 
weight lifted. Experience ’ašrê! 

My sin – oh, the bliss of the glorious thought: My sin – not in part, but the whole Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no 
more, Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! It is well with my soul! 

Sermon Recap: March 15 – Forgiven Joy – Psalm 32 
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Sermon Recap: March 22 – Saved, Being Saved, Will Be Saved – 1Peter 1:3-9 

I like routine. My morning routine is about like Bill Murray in the classic movie Groundhog Day.   
Every day another step is perfected, a wasted motion removed and a needless task eliminated.  

The Christian life is similar. Each day we draw closer to our coming salvation. Each day new         
challenges step in our way (like viruses?) helping to prove our character (1 Peter 1:6).  

That's the funny thing about salvation... it's here already, but it's not yet ours. Those who have    
received Christ are already saved, but we haven't experienced the fullness of salvation... yet. To  
understand this there are 4 big words that explain salvation.  

Regeneration (vs. 3): At a specific time in the past we were given new birth as our sin was forgiven. 
We were made into new creatures because of what Christ did for us on the cross. 

Justification (vs. 3): In our new birth God declared us righteous (just-as-if-I'd-never sinned) by looking at Christ's       
perfection instead of our imperfections. We are NOT GUILTY before God because of Christ! 

Sanctification (vs. 6-7): We are "being saved" as we become more like Christ day-by-day. Each day's struggles test our 
faith, build our character and result in a spiritually mature Christian. 

Glorification (vs. 4-5): Despite our progress toward salvation we realize it won't be complete until it is complete with 
God in heaven. We know the day is coming when we will be with Him forever! We've been saved, we're being saved, 
but thank God we will be ultimately, completely saved forever in Him! 

If you know God's salvation there is a hope for eternity that far outweighs any struggles today may bring. I pray you 
may rest in Him for today as we look forward to forever!  

Even in crisis the church needs 
your financial support. 

Ways to Continue Giving: 
⚛ Mail your offering 
⚛ Drop it by the church office. 
⚛ Give a “makeup” offering when we 

return. 

 

Join us @ 11:00am 
Sunday Mornings! 

Don’t have Facebook? 
Find us on the web: 

bereaone.org 
No Internet Access? 
Call the church office 

for DVD Pickup or Delivery. 
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Bible Studies For Life March 15 (Focal Passage: Romans 3:20-28) 
None of us are strangers to outsourcing. We do it almost without thinking. While sometimes there are things we can tackle 
on our own, there are some things that take the skill and experience of an expert. We call plumbers and electricians. Doctors 
and locksmiths. And these days, a quick Google search can lead us to the best of the best to help us solve any of our          
difficulties. 

Well, we all have one common problem that can only be outsourced. That problem is sin. We don’t have the ability or the power to deliver 
ourselves from sin or its effects. Jesus did for us what only He had the power to do. We call this salvation. 

There are three different terms that Romans 3 uses to help us understand salvation more fully. The first of these terms is righteousness. To 
be righteous means to be justified before God. We are made righteous because Jesus has given His righteousness to us who believe. 

The second term to help us understand salvation is redemption. That Jesus has redeemed us means that He has purchased us with His own 
life and brought us back into fellowship with God. Redemption, Romans says, is the gift of grace that allows us to receive Christ’s            
righteousness. 

This leads to the third term: atonement. Jesus atoned for our sins by becoming a sacrifice for us. This is actually a demonstration of Christ’s 
own righteousness and perfect standing before God. All this is what it means to have salvation. 

Explore the Bible March 22 (Focal passage: Romans 3:21-4:3) 
Faith, righteousness, justification. These words permeate our discussions of the Bible and what it means to be 
saved, but I wonder if we have heard them so many times that we fail to stop and ponder what they truly mean to 
the believer. 

Martin Luther, in referring to Romans 3:21-26, called this section of the letter, “the chief point, and the very central place of the Epistle, and 
of the whole Bible.” 

Faith, the righteous shall live by it (Romans 1:17). Paul elaborates on this Good News here, declaring that our righteousness (right standing, 
literally upright) before God comes through faith, but not just any faith. Our faith lies solely in Jesus. Having established previously that no 
one can live perfectly, and all need a Savior, Paul dutifully reminds us that God freely gives salvation to all who come to Him by faith. In that 
alone are we made right with God. 

Justification. Through faith in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus we become righteous through God’s free gift. This reality means 
that God now looks upon us “just as if” we had never sinned. 

This faith, Paul points out, is exclusive (v. 28). It excludes boasting (v. 27), provides for the inclusion of the Gentiles (vv. 29-30)- so it is for all 
people, and compliments rather than nullifies the law (v. 31). 

Faith. Righteousness. Justification. If we are to understand the gospel, we must understand these words. May we never lose sight of their 
centrality to the message. 


