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“23As for me, I vow that I will not sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you. I will 
teach you the good and right way. 24Above all, fear the Lord and worship Him faithfully 
with all your heart, considering the great things He has done for you. 1 Samuel 12:23-
24 

According to an article by Thom Rainer1 the average Pastor will serve a single 
church 6 years. This number has increased over the past few years, because I 
remember distinctly the statistic touted in my Seminary classes was a mere 4 
years (somehow Seminary graduation was 15 years ago, eek).  

The traditional number given for Youth Pastor tenure has always been 2 years. I 
haven’t found any statistical surveys to back this up, but some informal surveys 
suggest that “2 years” is only accurate for bi-vocational Youth Pastors with the 
number for “Full-Time” (I’ve coined the term uni-vocational) Youth Pastors be-
ing more in line with their Senior Pastor counterparts.  

All that amateur statistical analysis brings us to this point: Berea has something 
very special going on with both of its Ministerial staff members having celebrat-
ed their 5 year “churchiversaries” (I can’t claim this made up word, it’s some-
one else’s) this year.  

My 5-year Berea anniversary was in February and Charlie’s is June 1st and, to 
my knowledge, there is no sign or desire on either of our parts’, or on the 
church’s part for this tenure to end anytime soon. Thanks to your support and 
the Lord’s grace we will be helping to increase those averages (especially on 
Charlie’s side)! 

In line with Samuel’s commitment to the people of Israel (above) I want to re-
mind you how much your Pastors care for you. We love you… all of you… all 
500+ of you (even though we’ve only met half of you at most). We pray for you. 
We’re here for you. We desire to minister to you and your families every time 
you give us the chance to do so.  

God has been good to Berea. For 163+ years, God has been good to Berea and I 
know He will continue to shower His blessings on His people. So join us in our 
Prayer Commitment. Pray for your Pastors. Pray for your church. Pray for ALL of 
Berea’s members. Pray & Participate in the ministries of God’s family.  

Let’s continue raising the average to His glory and Berea’s benefit. 

Love You all, 
Jason 
1 https://thomrainer.com/2017/03/six-reasons-pastoral-tenure-may-be-increasing/ 
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Students, You Can Serve Now…
Here’s Where: 

 Sunday School Breakfast Service 
 June 9 & August 11 

 Children’s Church  and/or Children’s      
Sunday School & Nursery 

Talk to Mrs. Jessica or Pastor 
Charlie to get involved. 

 Mars & Beyond VBS Helpers 
Sign up with Mrs. Jessica or Pastor 
Charlie 

 Wed. Night Summer Ministry 
Helpers 

Game Time, Crafts, Teaching, let’s 
use your gifts this summer! 

Upcoming Youth Opportunities: 

 Built to Serve Mission Trip to Philly 
 June 22-29 

 Homeschool Lunch 
 July 26–Delivery Meals on Wheels 

with other Ministry Opportunities, 
bring $5 for lunch. 

 Pool Party @ the Troxell’s 
 June 9 – Bring $3 for food 

 Sunday Morning Bible Study 
10:00am – 11:00am 

 Wednesday Night Bible Study 
6:30pm – 8:00pm 

Summer is here! It is time to head out for a Sum-
mer on Mission! We are delighted to take a group 
of 20+ students and leaders to Philadelphia to 
serve in the city of Brotherly Love June 22-29. 
While in Philadelphia we will be serving in local 
churches, doing cleanup in local parks, planting a 
community garden, serving the homeless and 
more; all in an effort to share the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ with those in desperate need of a Sav-

ior. We were built for this. We were Built to Serve! 

As our departure nears, and as we are in the city serving we would ask 
that you take time to pray for each member of our team. Pray that the 
Lord would use them to do a great work in the churches and communi-
ties where they will be serving. Pray that the Lord would begin to pre-
pare the hearts and minds of those we will encounter and that we would 
have the opportunity to share the Gospel with those in need. Pray that 
the Lord will prepare us physically to serve and prepare our mouths with 
the words to speak. Pray for protection as we travel and as we work in 
the city, and pray that the Lord will protect and strengthen our families 
as we are away from them. 

The “Built to Serve 2019” Team: 

Jessica, Ross, Cameron, Rayman, Hannah, Jessie, Sarah, Justine, Konnie, 
Alexis, Brendan, James, Noah, Jeremiah, Eliab, Wesley, Joseph, Joshua T, 
Jayden, Conner, Harrison and Charlie 

Donations have been rolling in, but we still need your help! Check the list 
below and contact Pastor Charlie if you have any questions. 

 Peanut Butter (creamy only), Grape Jelly, Snack Bags of Chips, Fruit 
Snacks, and Cases of Bottled Water. 

 Cheap Flip Flops (like the kind you buy at Walmart for $1).  All sizes 
welcome but certainly adult sizes are a must. 

 Bottles of Hand Sanitizer, Bar Soap, and Wash Cloths. 

 Bubbles (those in a six pack are great), Jump Ropes and inexpensive 
Balls and Frisbees. 

Thank you for your support thus far, and for your continued prayers and 
support. 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

 

Pictures from Awana Award’s Night. 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Wilton Bray - Reflections 
Bill Durham  
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Pritchard 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

Next Meeting: 
June 10, 2019 

We are each the work of God’s hands –  
perfectly suited for the work He has called us to do. 

“For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared ahead of time so 

that we should walk in them.” 
Ephesians 2:10 

Our Mission to Mars will soon be under way and we are still in need 

of the following Intergalactic Leaders: 

 � Nursery Workers (Infants of Intergalactic Leaders ONLY) 

 � Rotation Guides: 

 � Ages 3-4 

 � K-2nd Grade 

 � 3rd-5th Grade 

 � Youth 

 � Registration Table Helpers 

MISSION CONTROL OUT! 

Urgent Transmission from Mission Control! 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 



 

 
Sundays 
 9:20am Breakfast 
 10:00am Sunday School 
 11:00am Worship 
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 
 10:00am Open Exercise 

Tuesdays 
 6:00pm Puppets 

Wednesdays 
 6:30pm Children/Youth 
 7:00pm Bible Study 

4 

 Baptist Men’s Breakfast 
 6/2 @ 7:30am 
 Burger Bar 
 6/2 @ 12:15pm 
 Church Council  
 6/3 @ 7:00pm 
 Business Meeting 

6/9 @ 12:15pm 
 Deacon’s Meeting 
 6/10 @ 7:00pm 
 Father’s Day 
 6/16 
 1 Stitch @ a Time 
 6/18 @ 7:00pm 
 Senior Ministry 
 6/20 @ 12:00pm 
 Youth Mission Trip 
 6/22 – 6/29 
 Lord’s Supper 
 6/23 during Worship 
 Camp Cale Night @ Steamers 
 6/28 (Contact the Church 
 office for tickets) 
 God & Country Sunday 
 6/30 
 

 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 18 @ 7:00pm 

We are currently working on washcloths for our youth 
to take with them on their Mission Trip to Philadelphia. 

June 3 @ 12:15pm 

SUNDAY 

June 9 @ 12:15pm 

June’s Ministry Opportunities 

Baptist Men’s Breakfast: 
Sunday, June 2 @ 7:30am 

Women on Mission 

We will not be having any meetings during the    
Summer months. Please watch for information in the 
Newsletter and your bulletin for meetings starting 
again in the Fall. 

June 20 
We will have lunch and a meeting. 
Meet at the church at 12:00pm 



 

During the 2019 Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) Annual Meeting, Build-
ing relationships with other believers seems to come naturally 
to Protestant churchgoers. But a new study, released May 8, finds that for 
many, those relationships are built apart from Bible study and spiritual 
growth. 

The 2019 Discipleship Pathway Assessment study from LifeWay Research 
found 78 percent of Protestant churchgoers say they have developed signifi-
cant relationships with people at their church, including 43 percent who 
strongly agree. Fewer than 1 in 10 disagree (8 percent), while 14 percent 
neither agree nor disagree. 

The survey of Protestant churchgoers identifies building relationships as one 
of eight signposts that consistently show up in the lives of growing Chris-
tians. The survey, conducted Jan. 14-29, is part of the 2019 Discipleship 
Pathway Assessment, a larger study identifying traits of Christian disciple-
ship. 

“In an American culture in which significant relationships are hard to form, 
most churchgoers have had at least some success at making friends at 
church,” said Scott McConnell, executive director of LifeWay Research. “But 
the majority aren’t as confident as they could be about the significance of 
those relationships.” 

While there is no evidence of a gender divide in developing significant rela-
tionships at church, age does play a role in the likelihood someone has 
strong friendships at church. More than 4 in 10 churchgoers 65 and older 
(46 percent) strongly agree they have significant relationships within the 
congregation compared to 38 percent of 18-34-year-olds. 

Unsurprisingly, those who attend worship services more frequently – four 
times a month or more – are more likely to confirm strongly they have de-
veloped such relationships than those who attend less frequently (47 per-
cent to 33 percent). 

Relationships, not discipleship 
Fewer churchgoers, however, are intentionally leveraging their relationships 
with other believers to help them grow in their faith. Fewer than half of 
churchgoers (48 percent) agree with the statement, “I intentionally spend 
time with other believers to help them grow in their faith.” This includes 19 
percent who strongly agree. The same number (19 percent) disagree. 

“There is a different element to relationships at church that the majority of 
churchgoers haven’t prioritized,” McConnell said. “One of the ways a believ-
er shows they have love for God is by investing in other believers. The rela-
tionship isn’t just about mutual interests; it is about proactively being inter-
ested in the faith of others.” 

While older churchgoers (65 and older) are more likely to say they have sig-
nificant relationships, they are less likely to strongly agree they intentionally 
spend time with other believers to help them grow (13 percent). Young 
adults (18 to 34) are the most likely to strongly agree they are intentional 
about investing time in the spiritual growth of others (26 percent). 

Hispanics (32 percent) are more likely to strongly agree than African 
Americans (22 percent), whites (17 percent) or churchgoers of other 
ethnicities (17 percent). 

Black Protestants (24 percent) and evangelicals (21 percent) are sig-
nificantly more likely than mainline Protestants (12 percent) to agree 
strongly they are intentional about spending time to help others grow 
spiritually. 

Study: Many Churchgoers Make Friends Not Disciples  
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Sign up today! 
 

Get the Biblical Recorder delivered 
bi-weekly to your home and online 
– 26 issues per year. Save money by 
choosing a two or three year plan. 

One Year: $15.99 

Two Years: $27.99 

Three Years: $39.99 

Subscribe at BRnow.org. You can 

also mail a check to PO Box 1185, 

Cary, NC 27512 or call 919-459-

5693 to pay with a credit card.   

Please feel free to call or email                    

subscribe@brnow.org for more 

information. 

mailto:subscribe@brnow.org
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While many churchgoers aren’t seeking to spend time with others to help 
them grow, they aren’t spending time with a small group that could benefit 
their own personal discipleship either. 

According to the survey, 35 percent of churchgoers attend a class or small 
group four or more times in a typical month. Fourteen percent attend two to 
three times a month. Nearly 4 in 10 (38 percent) Protestant churchgoers do 
not attend a class or small group in a typical month, while 13 percent attend 
once a month. 

“For much of church history, small groups or classes have been one of the 
most effective ways churches offer for attendees to connect with others, 
study the Bible and serve together,” McConnell. “This avenue of seeking 
God together is both relational and devotional.” 

White churchgoers (41 percent) are more likely to say they never attend a 
small group of some kind than African Americans (35 percent) and Hispanics 
(26 percent). 

Mainline Protestants (48 percent) are more likely never to attend a small 
group than black Protestants (36 percent) and evangelicals (35 percent). 

Blessed are the peacemakers 
In the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12), one group of people Jesus described as 
“blessed” are the peacemakers. Half of churchgoers (49 percent) say they 
intentionally try to make peace at church, including 24 percent who strongly 
agree. 

Nearly 4 in 10 are noncommittal (38 percent), while 13 percent say they 
aren’t trying to be peacemakers. 

“As Jesus prayed about His future followers, His priority was their unity,” 
McConnell said. “It takes work to keep the peace among a group of people. 
Stepping in to make that happen benefits everyone in the church.” 

Younger churchgoers (28 percent) are most likely to strongly agree they in-
tentionally try to be a peacemaker. 

Hispanic (34 percent) and African American churchgoers (32 percent) are 
more likely than white churchgoers (19 percent) to strongly agree they try to 
bring peace at church. 

Black Protestants (32 percent) are most likely to strongly agree they try to 
be peacemakers followed by evangelicals (24 percent) and mainline 
Protestants (16 percent). 

Building relationships is one of eight signposts measured in the Discipleship 
Pathway Assessment and addressed in LifeWay’s Bible Studies for Life curric-
ulum. For more information, visit DiscipleshipPathwayAssessment.com. 

Methodology 
The online survey of 2,500 Protestant churchgoers was conducted Jan. 14–
29. Respondents were screened to include those who identified as 
Protestant/non-denominational and attend religious services at least once a 
month. Quotas and slight weights were used to balance gender, age, region, 
ethnicity, income and denominational affiliation. The completed sample is 
2,500 surveys. The sample provides 95 percent confidence that the sampling 
error does not exceed plus or minus 2.0 percent. Margins of error are higher 
in subgroups. 

LifeWay Research is a Nashville-based evangelical research firm that special-
izes in surveys about faith in culture and matters that affect churches. For 
more information on the study, visit LifeWayResearch.com or view the com-
plete report. 

Many Churchgoers Make Friends Not Disciples (cont.) 
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Sanctuary Flowers 

June 2 Given in memory of Charlie W. & Christine Sawyer by 
Marjorie & Janet Sawyer. 

June 9 Given in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Bailey Harris by the family 
of Ike Harris. 

June 16 Given in memory of David & Eva Smithson Brimer, Dillard 
& Eva Smithson and Otho & Missouria Winslow by Vernon 
& Geralene Smithson. 

June 23 Given in honor of Mrs. HM Layden, Sr. and in memory of 
HM Layden, Sr. and Jeanie Hayman by Henry & Betty Jo 
Layden. 

June 30 Given in memory of Walton Whitehead by the Meads & 
Whitehead families. 

Thank You 

Dear Members, 
The meal was delicious. God Bless You! Sarah Felton 

Dear Berea Family, 
You were so kind to our family following Michelle’s death. Pastor Jason is 
such a special man. The food was enjoyed by all. 

God Bless, 
The Family of Michelle 

Dear Berea, 
Thank you for allowing me to share with the congregation at Berea what 
God is doing through the Gideon Ministry. I thought Charlie did a great job 
in his message. The offing was $331.12. This will allow the Gideons to place 
about 275 copies of the New Testament. 

Your Brother in Christ, 
Frankie Gordon 

1 Barry Ward 
2 Linda Pritchard 
 Timmy Smithson 
3 Sylvia Branch 
 Christina McNeal 
4 Diane Watts 
5 Alan & Robin Harrell 
 Beau Smith 
6 Lisa Finley 
 Victoria Matta 
7 Bobbie Hayman 
8 Earlene Harris 
 Riley Hudson 

9 Aline Mickey 
11 Richard Rindels & Robin Temple 
 Delores Seymour 
18 Doug & Lois Rogerson 
19 Vernon & Geralene Smithson 
20 Celia Ferguson 
22 Dave & Edith Kelsick 
26 Doug & Ramona Hodges 
27 Kevin Quigley 
28 Doug Hodges 
29 Cheryl Bundy 
 Annette Markham 
30 Jayne Stevenson 

Let’s celebrate together 
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Berea Baptist Church 

2033 North Road Street 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Find us on the Web: 
www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 


