
 

Inside this issue: 
° Bipolar Ionization to be Installed 
° Sunday School Recaps 
° Security System Upgrades 
° Children’s Summer Program To 

Start June 9 

Weekly Activities: 
Sundays 
° 10:00am Sunday School 
° 11:00am Sunday Worship 
° 6:30pm Youth @ Troxell’s 

Wednesdays 
° 6:00pm Adult Bible Study* 
° 6:30pm Children’s Summer   

Program (Begins June 9) 

*Adult Bible Studies are done via 
FacebookLIVE. 

March @ a Glance: 
° Business Meeting 

6/13 @ 12:15pm 
° Deacons Meeting 

6/14 @ 7:00pm 
° Newsletter Deadline 
 6/19 @ 9:00am 
° Church Council 

6/27 @ 12:15pm 

BereaOne 
Life 

“3Give my greetings to Prisca and Aquila, my coworkers in Christ Jesus, 4who risked their own necks for 
my life. Not only do I thank them, but so do all the Gentile churches. 5Greet also the church that meets 
in their home. Greet my dear friend Epaenetus, who is the first convert to Christ from Asia. 6Greet 
Mary, who has worked very hard for you.” Romans 16:3-6 

We are finally back in the Sanctuary!!! 

After more than a year of creativity, mobility and learning new things, life is coming back to 
its usual ways. 

At the end of each of Paul’s letters he developed the habit of giving thanks for his      
coworkers. Often he did this specifically. Above you see the public thanks given to some 
people very dear to him. 

Paul’s coworkers saved his life, worked hard, bore fruit and supported his Spirit-led ministry. 
His coworkers were the foundation on which his service was built. 

At the end of the Pandemic (that may be optimistic, but we are at least at the end of most 
restrictions), I too want to take time to publicly thank those who have seen us through. 

Kathy and Jeremiah have faithfully arrived very early each Sunday morning. They have    
prepared the sound system and made sure it would aid in worship even in the echo      
chamber that is our gymnasium. 

Chellie and Marta have, since Drive-In church (Easter 2020), sung whatever I told them to, 
sometimes familiar, often not so much. They have been faithful to lead our congregation to 
God’s throne through their voices. And don’t forget Toni too. 

Charlie has been there throughout, not missing a beat from Sunday #1 to right now. He has 
had to be the most creative of us all. He has put together Facebook, Drive-In Worship, our 
Projection system and whatever else I’ve given to him to do. Happy 7th Churchiversary June 
1. 

John, Steve and the rest of the ushers have been there at every step to help us find our 
seats and our ways to give. They’ve been the guides to our restrictions and have helped to 
create many of those plans. 

Betty, Bonnie and Becky (the 3 Bs) have wonderfully decorated our gym to make it feel like 
home. 

Sam and the security team have continued to be there to make us safe and have even     
provided upgrades along the way. Jean and the Finance Committee have been there weekly 
to tabulate the offerings. 

Fahey and our EDGE class have continued to make sure they could meet in Sunday school. 
Our Deacons have continued calling to keep us close. 

Jessica and our short-staffed Awana workers have been faithful to execute a difficult, but 
nearly flawless season of teaching our children God’s word. 

I’m sure I’ve left someone significant off my list and I imagine Paul did too, but I hope we 
can each see how good God has been to Berea through the most difficult year in a long 
time.  

To each of these and many more, thank you for serving our Lord at Berea. Well done! 

Love you all, 
Jason 
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Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 

 

Don’t measure the size of the mountain; talk to the One who can 
move it. Instead of carrying the world on your shoulders, talk to 
the One who holds the universe on His.  Hope is a look away. 

“If you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this 
mountain ‘move from here to there,’ and it will move.” 

Matthew 17:20 
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Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

Next Meeting: June 14 @ 7:00pm 

Handyman Ministry 

Mrs. Cynthia Johnson's ramp was in 
need of repair.  Her daughter has to go 
for dialysis three times a week. She has 
to be transported by the EMS.    

This ramp is for Mary Johnson's          
husband who is wheelchair bound. The 
ramp will make it so she is able to get 
her husband to the doctor.  

This ramp is for Mr. Charles Sutton.  He 
has Parkinson's and cannot walk   The 
ramp allows his wife to get him to the 
doctor. 

This ramp was built for Katherine 
Sutton's daughter who also needs to be 
transported to dialysis by the EMS.  

Upgrades to Our Security System 
The Security Committee has made upgrades to our system. There are now 
16 cameras in and around the Family Life Center and Gym, with three    
monitors. If you have any questions or concerns about the system, please 
address them to the Security Committee Chairman, Sam Keith. 

Security Team 
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When I began my collegiate coaching career I went to a 
friend of mine with experience and asked him what the 
one big thing was that I needed to know.  His response: 
“you can be a great coach, but if you can’t recruit, you 
can’t win.”  Amazing advice, and absolutely a fact that 
holds true season after season.  As a result, every      
summer and practically every break between games and 
practices, college coaches hit the recruiting trail.  We go 
to showcases, games, and tournaments while spending 

countless hours watching film, all in an effort to identify those players that 
we want to be a part of our program.  Then we send emails, text messages, 
and make phone calls as we pursue those student athletes we want to sign 
to our teams.  

In Matthew 18:12-14 we see a picture of our Heavenly Father as One who is 
in pursuit of those that are lost.  The imagery here is that of a shepherd. One 
who has lost just one of his sheep, one of his hundred to be specific, finds 
that loss of even one to be unacceptable and so he goes out in search of 
it.  We have a Heavenly Father that desires a relationship with each of us 
and so, like the shepherd, He goes out in pursuit of those that are lost.   

Think of that word “pursuit” for a moment.  This is not simply God hoping 
we will find our way back to Him and Him sitting lazily on His 
throne.        Rather, we see a loving God, who is actively searching for us, 
because for Him, it is unacceptable that even one person should be lost.   

Like the Coach that is recruiting and pursuing a player, our Heavenly Father 
wants us to be on His team.  He wants to find us so that we may join with 
Him in what He is doing. First, as we accept His free gift of salvation, and 
second as we join together with Him seeking to lead the lost to a saving 
knowledge of Him. We do this as we serve the lost so that they may see the 
Father’s love through us.  

“What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them    
wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look 
for the one that wandered off? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier 
about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. In 
the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little 
ones should perish.  Matthew 18:12-14 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Mr. Gary helps clubbers Morgan 
and Connor Toy set off their 
rockets during Awana. 



 

Dear Berea Church Family, 
I want to thank you for all the cards, phone calls, and all the payers lifted for me during my 
surgery. It is good to have a church family to help you at a time of need. Thank you so much. 

With Love, Sylvia Cohoon 

Thank You 
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A bipolar ionization unit will be placed in the Sanctuary building in early June. The following is an article       
provided by Plasma Air that explains the benefits of the unit, as well as a diagram to help show how it works. 

The original SARS coronavirus, unleashed in China in 2002, was contained within eight months, having infected 
just 8,400 people. This was due partly to unprecedented global cooperation and partly to luck: patients     
weren’t contagious until they felt quite sick. “In the end, the virus just ran out of steam,” says John Oxford, 
PH.D., a professor of virology at The Royal London Hospital. 

SARS-Co-V-2, despite having infected millions, is nowhere near out of steam, and containing this wilier virus 
will require a more powerful and varied arsenal. Among the critical weapons is bipolar ionization, a technology 
Dr. Oxford has long advocated. 

In dozens of studies, the technology has been shown to neutralize a range of viruses, including coronaviruses, 
H1N1, influenza, H5N1, avian influenza (bird flu) and polio. In particular, the technology has proven highly 
effective against MS2 bacteriophage, a commonly used surrogate for influenza that is now used as a surrogate 
for SAS CoV-2. In addition bipolar ionization can destroy bacteria such as MRSA and E. coli, as well as pollen, 
mold, dust-mite allergens. The technology is equally effective against chemical toxins, such as fine particulate 
matter (PM2.5) and VOCs. 

As the “relentless” cleaning of buildings continues during the Covid-19 pandemic, the emission of toxic gases 
from cleaning products will increase; bipolar ionization can purge the air of those pollutants. To accomplish 
this, bipolar ionizer’s made by Plasma Air create billions of positively and negatively charged ions These ions 
travel through the duct system into open spaces, where they attach to airborne pathogens, such as viruses 
causing a chemical reaction on the surface of the cell membrane. This deactivates the viruses, rendering them 
harmless, so they can no longer spread or cause infection.  

“The ions produce a chemical reaction on the cell membrane surface that inactivates the virus,” explains Philip 
Tierno, a clinical professor of microbiology and pathology at the NYU School of Medicine. “It can reduce 99.9% 
of microbes in a matter of minutes.” At that point, the virus can’t cause infection, even if it enters the body. 

Notably, Plasma Air ionizers operate continuously, no small advantage against a virus that’s always on the 
move, and they require minimal or no maintenance. 

Sanctuary Building to be Equipped with a Bipolar Ionization Unit 



 

Sunday School Recaps 
Explore the Bible – April 25 (Focal passage: Luke 22:7-20) 
How do you remember what you’ve already forgotten? When something slips your mind 
– where you placed your car keys, the date of your anniversary, your next dentist       
appointment – how do you retrieve that thought? 
An awful lot can go wrong when something is forgotten. The steak left on the grill is overcooked, your boss berates you 
for missing an assignment, the list could go on. So how do we recall that which we’ve forgotten? The simplest solution is 
to avoid forgetting altogether. However, since we are constantly inundated with dates and tasks to keep up with, that 
seems impossible. 
Instead, we can establish routines and memory devices to recall important things in our lives. Perhaps some of you use an 
app on your phone or the more old-fashioned method of tying a string around your finger. When Jesus ate His final meal 
with His disciples, He instituted a way of remembering with striking clarity His sacrifice on the cross. 
Of course, the “Lord’s Supper” is much more than a simple mnemonic device. However, one of its functions is to help  
future disciples remember the pain and suffering Jesus went through on our behalf.  
Luke writes, “And [Jesus] took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it to them, and said, ‘This is my body, which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he also took the cup after supper and said, ‘This cup is the new  
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you’” (vv. 19-20).  
A truth that believers across denominational lines can agree on is: Jesus’ costly sacrifice should be remembered by       
believers. 
The next time you take communion, don’t go through the motions. Allow the breaking and chewing of bread to remind 
you of Jesus’ body which was broken, lashed and torn apart for you. As the drink runs down your throat, imagine Jesus’ 
blood being spilled on the ground to purchase your freedom.  
The Bible says that “you were bought at a price” (1 Corinthians 6:20). When we remember the price that was paid for us, 
we develop a longing for the One who paid it all. 

Bible Studies for Life – May 2 (Focal passage: 1 Timothy 2:1-8) 
Many believers would admit to wanting to grow in prayer. Growing in this discipline takes time 
and practice. While prayer is simply a conversation with God, it is a very important and essential 
part in our relationship with God. Prayer is one of the ways that God invites us to know Him more 
fully. It is also a way in which God invites us to be a part of His work. Through prayer, God allows 
us to join Him in bringing others to faith in Christ. Thankfully, scripture tells us how we can get 
started in our desire to grow in prayer. 
The Bible instructs us to pray for all people – emphasis on all. In His first letter to Timothy, Paul explains for whom we can 
pray. Everyone! He specifically mentioned praying for leaders and those in high positions. He emphasized that such    
prayers are important for us to be able to live godly and peaceful lives. 
Another reason we should pray for all people is because God desires all people to be saved. Jesus’ sacrifice was offered so 
that people could be forgiven of their sins and know God. Christ came as a mediator between man and God, choosing to 
die on the cross to make peace between them. We should pray that everyone comes to the knowledge of this truth. 
Just as Paul was appointed to spread this good news, so are we. For this reason, we should pray for the salvation of     
others. Remembering that we should pray for all people is helpful for us when we are not sure what to pray. We can pray 
for the people we encounter each day whether we know them personally or not, keeping in mind God’s desire for them 
to be saved. Prayer is the start in our partnership with God in His mission. 

Explore the Bible – May 9 (Focal passage:  Luke 22:54-62) 
Two men who had been close friends since childhood took very different career paths. 
One graduated law school with honors and became a very successful lawyer. The other 
dropped out of high school, worked as a free-lance repairman, and lived out of his van. 
The two locked eyes across a bar from one another years later. Everything was different. One wore a pristine suit, the 
other a stained button up. One smelled of fine cologne, the other of sweat and dirt. Feeling pity and embarrassment for 
his old friend, the lawyer casually waved and left without so much as a word. 
The friendship that once tied these two men together vanished, only to be replaced with pride, pedigree and prejudice.   
Jesus understands denial because He experienced it for Himself from one of His closest friends. When a woman asked if 
he knew Jesus, Peter said, “Woman, I don’t know him” (v. 57). When asked a second and third time by two men, Peter 
said, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” (v 60). 
After all Peter had been through with Jesus, the fear that filled his heart led him to deny his savior, Lord and friend. 
Who can say what you or I would have done if put in Peter’s shoes? While we may not deny Jesus with our lips, we are 
prone to deny Him with our actions. 
When we choose our will over His, we stand in denial of who Jesus is. 
It has been said that, “Actions speak louder than words.” When we give in to fear or pride, we deny Jesus in a way that 
speaks louder than words ever could. 
Jesus said, “This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me” (Matthew 15:8). When we attend      
worship services or participate in small groups, the temptation is to say the right things and pray the right prayers.     
However, if we fail to honor the Lord in our private lives or in our weekly activities, we deny the very person who gave His 
all for us.  

Bible Studies for Life – May 16 (Focal passage: Colossians 3:1-3, 12-17) 
Depending on what we may be trying to identify, there are ways to determine an item’s             
authenticity. The currency we use has special markings that are used to distinguish it from      
counterfeit. Designer handbags have special tags that reveal whether or not it is the real thing. 
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Sunday School (cont.) 
Brands have distinct logos that set them apart from competitors. In many cases, being able to distinguish the real from 
the phony is important. This is true for those who profess to follow Jesus. While the message of Jesus is preached with 
our words, it is also preached with our lives. Colossians 3 teaches us how our lives should align with our words. 
Followers of Jesus will seek the things of Christ, not the things of the world. We all know how easy it is to get caught up in 
the latest and greatest promises that the world has to offer. We are constantly being lured by the newest gadget or the 
next self help tool. While not all of these things are evil in themselves, the sole pursuit of them is the antithesis of what 
following Jesus should look like. If we profess Jesus as Lord, we will seek the things that he seeks – holiness and           
righteousness. 
Followers of Jesus put on and wear the character of Christ. Putting on Christ implies first putting off the things of the 
world. As we grow in our faith, we begin to look less like the world and more like Jesus. We take off our old nature and 
put on the nature of Christ. As the Spirit enables us to obey, others will see that Christ really can change our lives.  
As Christians, everything in our lives should point to Christ with gratitude and thanks. We have been given the ultimate 
gift of salvation in Jesus. We should be the most thankful people on earth! As we face the challenging uncertainties of life, 
our peculiar praise to God preaches the goodness of God to a watching world. When our lives with God align with our 
words about God, we bring glory to Him! 

Explore the Bible – May 23 (Focal passage: Luke 24:18-31) 
“Ignorance is bliss.” 
This phrase is true in some sense. If I had just unknowingly swallowed a fly that landed 
on my hotdog, I would much rather go about my day ignorant of that fact. Similarly, if I 
went hiking in the woods and narrowly avoided stepping on a copperhead sunbathing on the path, I would prefer to   
blissfully continue on my journey without a thought to the danger I was in. 
While ignorance can make us blissfully unaware of the uncomfortable situations around us, it can also cloud us from the 
life-saving truth we need to hear. It’s better for a person to be alerted to the dangers of their house on fire than to remain 
inside assuming all is well. 
As Luke concludes his gospel, he recounts a story about two disciples who encounter a stranger on the road to the town 
of Emmaus. Apparently flabbergasted by the stranger’s own ignorance of the trial and crucifixion of Jesus, they begin 
sharing the news of what happened.  
The man responds by saying, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Wasn’t it 
necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things and enter into his glory?” (vv 25-26). Ignorant that the man himself was 
Jesus, the two disciples listened in amazement as He explained the scriptures to them.  
At one point in time, we were all ignorant to the good news of Jesus Christ. We are born at odds with our Creator with a 
mind focused on worldly things.  
Yet, the beauty of Jesus is that He reveals His identity to those who seek Him. 
In Luke’s story, the ones who were surprised by the stranger’s ignorance were themselves ignorant of who it was that 
walked beside them. 
What might you be ignorant of in your own life? Do you find your thoughts captivated by calendars, to-do lists and      
worries that you forget the purpose for which God has made you? Do you worry needlessly because you forget the God 
that walks beside you? 
Meditate on the presence of God in your life this week. Seek Him in the inner places of your heart and you will find Him. 
When we seek God with a sincere heart, He often shows up in meaningful ways. 

Bible Studies for Life – May 30 (Focal passage: Matthew 13:3-8, 18-23) 
Any good employee has a solid understanding of their job description. Knowing what distinct    
objectives belong to whom creates order and proper expectations for the outcome of the work. If 
it’s the receptionist’s job to answer the phone, no one expects them to do the roofing work on top 
of the building. 
While we are not God’s employees, our role differs from His as we partner with Him in Kingdom 
work. Understanding what’s up to us and what’s up to God can help us rest in Him as we seek to 
see His Kingdom advance on earth. 
As God gives us the opportunity, we should share His message wherever we are. There is no wrong place to share the 
gospel. Just as the sower spreads the seed on all types of soil, we should take advantage of the ground that God gives us. 
Although we may not know the condition of the hearer’s heart, we can be obedient and faithful wherever God has placed 
us. 
Not all crops grow as expected, and not everyone is transformed by the gospel. Our job is not to make someone accept 
the message about Jesus. We are called to share the truth and leave the results up to God. Whether our message is     
rejected or accepted is not our primary aim. While we want to see people place their faith in Christ, this will not happen 
every time we share. However, we can trust God with the results of our obedience to preach the gospel. 
As any believer can attest, those who accept the message and follow Christ experience abundance. Faith in Jesus yields 
the fruit of goodness, obedience, holiness and joy in our lives that can only come from God. We rejoice with heaven when 
someone trusts in Christ for salvation. We can then see that God is at work and is still bringing people from death to life! 

6 Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 



 

The newly elected executive director-treasurer of the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina (BSC) is     
calling on N.C. Baptist churches to “Fill the Tank” on Sept. 12, as part of a statewide emphasis on baptism. 

Just two days after being elected as the state convention’s top executive, Todd Unzicker announced the       
initiative in his first address to the BSC’s board of directors during the board’s regularly scheduled May 
meeting. 

“We’re going to fill the tanks and believe in faith that God is going to save people between now and that day,” 
Unzicker said. 

Unzicker’s announcement drew widespread support from the nearly 70 board members and others in    
attendance at the meeting held May 24-25 at Fort Caswell, the state convention’s coastal retreat and           
conference center on Oak Island. 

Meeting attendees signified their commitment to fill the tank by holding up pledge cards during a time of    
focused prayer for the lost and N.C. Baptist churches during the opening session of the meeting. Unzicker said 
he hopes every church in North Carolina will participate. 

“This is something we should all be able to get behind,” Unzicker said. “After all, we’ve got ‘Baptist’ in our 
name. Baptism by immersion after conversion is the declaration of faith and identification with Christ.” 

More information about the emphasis, including resources, a prayer guide and a form where churches can 
pledge to participate, will be released in the coming weeks through a special web site at fillthetankNC.org. 

Unzicker also said he wants to celebrate what churches are doing to prepare leading up the event, as well as 
how God moves on Sept. 12. 

“I hope that we can report afterward that we had the largest single day of baptisms ever in the history of North 
Carolina,” Unzicker said. “This is not a publicity stunt or a gimmick. Let’s dedicate this to prayer and ask the 
Holy Spirit to move in the hearts of people.” 

Several leaders from across the state said they support the initiative and plan to enlist support and              
commitments from other churches, as well. 

“This emphasis is something the convention can rally around,” said board president Matt Capps, pastor of  
Fairview Baptist Church in Apex. “We pray that baptistries will not only be filled with water, but filled with  
people.” 

Convention president Micheal Pardue, pastor of First Baptist Church Icard in Connelly Springs, said the         
emphasis is a reminder of one of Baptists’ doctrinal distinctives. 

“‘Fill the Tank’ will not only bring excitement to our state, but it will also serve as a reminder of who we are as 
Baptists and what we are all about,” Pardue said. “I’m excited to join in this emphasis, and I hope churches 
from all over the state will join, not just because we are doing a baptism Sunday, but because God has called 
us to baptize people from all nations.” 

Terry Stockman, associational mission strategist for the West Chowan Baptist Association in northeastern 
North Carolina, said he plans to encourage the 60 churches he serves in his association to fill their tanks on 
Sept. 12. 

“There is no greater responsibility that we have as believers than to reach the world with the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ,” Stockman said. “To fill the baptistries of our churches on faith is a challenge worth having.” 

NC Baptists Challenged to “Fill the Tank” on September 12 
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Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Find us on the Web: www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 
Facebook.com/bereabaptistchildrensministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 

Let’s celebrate together 

1 Barry Ward 
2 Linda Pritchard 
 Timmy Smithson 
4 Diane Watts 
5 Alan & Robin Harrell 
 Beau Smith 
6 Lisa Finley 
 Victoria Pipkin 
7 Bobbie Hayman 
8 Riley Hudson 
9 Aline Mickey 
11 Richard Rindels & Robin Temple 
 Delores Seymour 

17 Willie & Mildred Godfrey 
18 Doug & Lois Rogerson 
19 Vernon & Geralene Smithson 
22 Dave & Edith Kelsick 
26 Doug & Ramona Hodges 
27 Kevin Quigley 
28 Doug Hodges 
29 Cheryl Bundy 
 Annette Markham 
30  Jayne Stevenson 


