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Now a man was sick, Lazarus from Bethany… John 11:1 
 
Lazarus and I have been together for years. He has been a go-to story for me pre y much 
throughout my me here. 

He’s been a gi  that’s kept on giving. Every me I return to his story, imagining I will dig 
back up a familiar nugget of truth, I end up finding something else, something new, a shinier 
nugget that I had found before. 

It’s not very o en that I’m excited about a sermon series. We spent a full year in Proverbs 
(2022), as I told you many mes, simply because I felt convicted that I hadn’t studied the 
book deeply enough. We studied the book of Acts for a full year (2016) to learn the stories 
of the early church, but not because I was “excited” about it. 

Don’t misunderstand what I’m saying. God faithfully, weekly, fills me with His word and I am 
excited to let it out. I understand Jeremiah when he said: “His message becomes a fire   
burning in my heart, shut up in my bones. I become red of holding it in, and I cannot     
prevail” (Jeremiah 20:9). 

When Sunday comes I’m excited and can’t hold in the message if I tried, but it’s not typically 
that way for a full series. Normally I will, through much prayer, select a book and trust God’s 
faithfulness to unveil His goodness along the way. 

Not so with Lazarus.  

I’ve been holding on to Lazarus for quite some me. It is as though I’ve been wai ng for 
permission to let him out.  

I have grown so fond of his passage and its MANY lessons that I felt a weight to do them 
jus ce and to share the truth in a way that would honor the glory God reveals here. In fact, I 
plan to compile the series into a book format once we’re finished. 

I say all of this to say that for these 11 weeks (May 21-July 30, at least) I will be running to 
the pulpit (figura vely speaking) to let out the truths God has revealed. I pray too, that you 
will not miss a Sunday, or that if you do, you will catch up online via Facebook or our      
website.  

This story that starts with such a simple announcement: “now a man was sick…” (John 11:1) 
is going to teach us about pa ence, God’s ming, grief, ques oning God, our resurrec on 
and so much more. 

Please join me each Sunday morning as we see Jesus’ love for Lazarus and His love for you. 
 
Love you all, 

Jason 
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Thoughtful Re lections from Your Family Deacons 
A simple man believes anything, but a prudent man gives thoughts to his steps. 
                                                                                                           Proverbs 14: 15 
The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty. 
                                                                                                           Proverbs 21:5 
Rejoice in hope, be pa ent in tribula on, be constant in prayer. 
                                                                                                           Romans 12:12 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests, or place prayer card in offering basket. 

 
Come on in to our      
Library and browse our 
many tles.  Learn 
something  new or get 
caught up in a story!  

Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Fahey Harrell - Vice Chairman 
Gary Smith - Secretary  
Mike Hanson - Reflec ons 
Bill Durham 

Next Mee ng June 12th @ 7:00pm 

 

We at Berea have been sending folks to Edgewood Bap st Church in Windsor, NC 
since August of last year to help rebuild a church. When construc on began it was 
thought there would be no problem being in the Sanctuary for Christmas. What a 
joyful celebra on that would have been. However, one of the sub-contractors    
con nues to hold up progress to see that dream of a new church building come 
true. I am sure he has good inten ons but has overextended himself and his     
workers, resul ng in delays. Proverbs tells us to step back, look at what you have 
commi ed, and be sure you can deliver on those words. We are also told to be  
pa ent and treat others with loving kindness. 
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We are in NEED of volunteers for the nursery & 
preschool on Sunday mornings, and for our          
Children’s Summer Program on Wednesday 
nights. PLEASE contact Jessica Troxell or Pastor 
Charlie if you are willing to fulfill God’s plan for 
you and help out where needed! 
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Summer Snack Time 
Typically we go through between 30-40 Kool-Aid Juice Pouches each week, in addi on to Apple Slic-

es, Cookies, Popcorn, etc. Want us to do the shopping for you?  Then you can sponsor snack me 
for a week at just $20!  

YOUTH GROUP NEWS  
SUNDAY MORNINGS @ 10 AM:  Come early to have breakfast with us followed by Bible Study.  

What’s Next in our Study: “The Church is Sca ered” & “The Gospel Expands.” 

SUNDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY: Youth Bible Study is every Sunday evening from 6:30-8:30 in the FLC.   Sunday evenings are for    
Middle and High School students. We play games, shoot hoops, enjoy a meal together and most importantly study God’s Word, 
don’t miss out!  You can sponsor a meal for the Youth too, ask Pastor Charlie how! 

Camp Berea -  Preparing God’s Army for what lies ahead. 
Children’s Summer Program starts June 14th 6:30pm—8:00pm 

Our Children’s Summer Program will have a military-style theme and we are looking for props we can use to decorate.  Be on the 
lookout for camo ne ng, camouflage gear, or even fun items that might make for good props.   

Children’s Ministry News 
           

Youth Mission Trip: 
Youth Mission Trip to Philadelphia - July 30-August 5 

 $70 Deposit is due by June 4 for those wan ng to go! 

Above Pictures: Our Awana Ice Cream Sundae Night was a hit!  We had 43 
children in a endance and we had a Blast! 

Coach T's Basketball Camp 
Develop Proper Shoo ng form, ball handling  

& passing, basics of man to man defense, daily 
games, compe on and more. 

Date: June 26-28 Cost: $50 
(Includes T-shirt & daily snack) 

Boys Camp (5th - 8th Grade) 9am-Noon 
Girls Camp (5th - 8th Grade) 1pm-4pm 

Please join us for a  
Burger & Potato Luncheon 

 

Sunday June 25th 
12:30pm in the FLC 

Proceeds will go towards the Youth Mission Trip  

$10.00 

“Sprinkles” 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RICHMOND, VA. (BP) – Interna onal Mission Board (IMB) trustees approved 92 fully funded Missionaries for                 
appointment during their May 17-18 mee ng in Richmond. Missionaries approved for appointment will be recognized 
during a Sending Celebra on on Tuesday, June 13, at 9:50 a.m. CDT in conjunc on with the Southern Bap st Conven on 
annual mee ng in New Orleans, La. The event will be livestreamed at sbcannualmee ng.net. 
Trustees gave a warm welcome to IMB President Emeritus Jerry Rankin, who was president for 17 years and served a 
total of 40 years with the IMB. Having traveled to 157 countries, Rankin said that his most notable impression was   
watching the “awesome providence of God moving to fulfill His mission.” 
He challenged trustees by asking, “For what purpose are you a part of this group?” No ng the significant advances to 
sharing the Gospel seen in present mes, he urged trustees to lead with vision, focus and passion. 
“Don’t be diverted. Don’t be distracted. Never lose that passion,” Rankin said. “Lead Southern Bap sts to fulfill the Great 
Commission.” 
President’s report: 
IMB President Paul Chitwood began his report by no ng the “good days” that the IMB is experiencing as it prepares to 
send new Missionaries while celebra ng the 1,244 combined years of service of recently re red Missionaries. 
Chitwood, who is halfway through his fi h year as IMB president, reported advances in many systems such as             
communica ons, donor rela ons, church connec ons, alumni rela ons and protec on against abuse and abusers. He 
noted that these advancements are leading toward IMB’s strategic objec ves. He shared the following updates: 
The candidate pipeline is now at 1,200 and has the IMB posi oned to see growth in Missionary headcount. 
The number of global Missionary partners serving on IMB teams is expected to surpass 100 in the next few weeks. 
The objec ve for a comprehensive strategy to engage 75 global ci es is ahead of schedule. Fi y global ci es will have 
strategies in place by the end of the year. 
The IMB is expec ng another strong financial year, that will likely come second only to last year’s all- me high. 
Missionary personnel have contacted 85 percent of Southern Bap st churches and, along with the mobiliza on team, are 
strengthening rela onships with churches that are suppor ng the IMB. 
Chitwood drew a en on to the 2022 Annual Sta s cal Report that is available to the public. 
“We celebrate the ongoing impact of Southern Bap sts upon the na ons,” he said, “rejoicing that 728,000 people heard 
the gospel, 178,000 responded by trus ng Christ for salva on, and 102,000 followed through with believer’s bap sm.” 
He added, “This is the beauty of our coopera ve missions model and a legacy of 178 years. Every church that gives 
through the Coopera ve Program can celebrate being a part of seeing hundreds of new churches planted in North  
America and 21,000 new churches around the world.” 
“My prayer is that every Southern Bap st church would count every IMB Missionary as their own and celebrate their 
church’s role in the advance of the gospel around the world,” he concluded. 
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‘IMB	trustees	appoint	92	Missionaries,	stay	focused	on	Gospel-advance’ 

IMB President Emeritus Jerry Rankin 
jokingly asked for a vest that 
matched the one Paul Chitwood and 
Chuck Pourciau were wearing.    
Chitwood immediately presented 
him with a vest they intended to 
give him later. Rankin served the 
IMB for 40 years, 17 years as      
president.  



 



 



 

Success Story 
Struggling with homelessness has become a big issue here in Northeast North Carolina. A lot of the phone calls we receive are folks 
either living in hotels or living in their cars. One of the ways your dollars can help folks get off the streets is the Community Care 
Collabora ve assists with rental deposits! We had a client this past month who was living in a hotel and was trying to get back on 
his feet. He had found a place and with his fixed income he could afford the rent. Unfortunately, he couldn't pay first month's rent 
plus a deposit. The Community Care Collabora ve was able to help pay this gentleman's deposit and he is now in a comfortable 
home. We, at the Community Care Collabora ve, want to thank all of you for contribu ng to the fight against homelessness. Our 
desire is to see everyone living their best life. 

Berea partners with the Community Care Collabora ve in mee ng human needs by providing assistance to those facing temporary 
emergency crisis.  To learn how you can offer addi onal support visit: aaunitedway.org/communitycarecollabora ve. 
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Berea Bap st Church,  
Thank you for your con nuous support of Pasquotank 
county High School and allowing the use of your facility 
to host the Athle c Banquet.  
                                                   We Appreciate It, 
                                                  PCHS Athle c Boosters Club 

Church Wide  

Yard 
Sale 

Sat. June 24 
In the Berea FLC and Gym 

7am—2pm 
Presale Friday night  

5pm—8pm 
 

Got Stuff to get rid of? Come on out and 
join us!  Set up will be on Thursday and 

Friday.  
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Berea Bapst Church 

2033 North Road Street 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Find us on the Web: www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 
facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 
Facebook.com/bereabapstchildrensministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 

 1 Barry Ward 
 2 Timmy Smithson 
 4 Diane Wa s 
 5 Beau Smith 
 6 Lisa Finley 
 Hezekiah Tenny 
 7 Bobbie Hayman 
 8 Riley Hudson 
 9 Aline Mickey  

11 Delores Seymour 
17 Willie & Mildred Godfrey 
19 Vernon & Geralene Smithson 
22 Dave & Edith Kelsick 
23 Ma hew Reed 
26 Doug & Ramona Hodges 
27 Kevin Quigley 
28 Doug Hodges 
29 Cheryl Bundy 

Let’s celebrate together 


