
 

Inside this issue: 

⚛ Sermon Recaps 

⚛ Sunday School Recaps 

⚛ Berea Reopens 

⚛ CHURCH COUNCIL 
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“22For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together with labor pains until 
now. 23Not only that, but we ourselves who had the Spirit as the firstfruits – we also groan 
within ourselves, eagerly waiting for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.”  
Romans 8:22-23 

2020 was supposed to be a year of futuristic vision-casting. It was supposed to be a 
year of new beginnings and growth. It has not lived up to its potential. 

Are we surprised? Has the groaning of this year caught you off-guard? It shouldn’t 
have… So far 2020 has brought us Australian Fires, Aviation crashes, Floods,         
Tornadoes, Earthquakes, Global Pandemic, Racial Inequality, Protesting, Rioting and 
we’re only halfway through. 

Sounds like a world that is groaning. We all moan and groan from time to time. 
Aches and pains, sprains and strains get us all down periodically, but there’s     
something bigger going on in our world.  

Earth is temporary (or should I say this earth, read Revelation 21:1). It’s not         
supposed to be perfect (at least not since the Fall, read Genesis 3:17). It’s supposed 
to leave us longing for something better, something peaceful, somewhere safe. 

C.S. Lewis makes the argument this way. When we’re hungry it doesn’t guarantee 
we will get food, but it does prove we live in a world where food exists. Loneliness 
shows that companionship is possible. Thirst or lust show there is something to 
satisfy those desires. Every desire has fulfillment in this world. 

But, Lewis concludes, “We remain conscious of a desire which no natural happiness 
will satisfy.” This points to a world beyond what we know. There must be another 
world where our deepest desire can be met. 

Followers of Jesus understand this truth and anticipate our eternal, heavenly home. 
We look forward to that perfect place where the streets are paved with Gold 
(wonder what bracelets are made from?). We are excited to be with our Savior and 
work to have others joins us. 

Surprised by the unending waves of heartache 2020 has brought us? You shouldn’t 
be. It should just be affirmation that while we will continue to fight for health, peace 
and equality here, there is a better place to come.  

Are you ready to go there? Are you helping others get ready? 

Love You all, 
Jason 
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Berea reopened it’s doors on March 31! We are now joining together in person in the 
Gym with appropriate Social Distancing and safety procedures in place. It has been 
such a blessing to look out and see your smiling faces again! We still have 4 other 
ways for you to join us in worship if you are not comfortable coming inside yet. 
1. Drive-In Church – You can still tune in to 88.1 in our Parking Lot and catch our   

service in person. 
2. FacebookLIVE 
3. www.bereaone.org – Sermons 

are available the following day. 
4. Facebook – If you miss us       

live you can watch the service     
anytime on our Facebook page: 
facebook.com/bereaone.org 

Many Ways to Worship 

During the Pandemic all parents of school aged children have been turned into Homeschool 
parents. Well, not really… we have been transformed into “Fake Homeschool Parents” or 
better stated “Computer Supervisors.” Our job hasn’t really been to teach, rather to make 
sure our children are effectively using their electronics to be able to access the teaching    
provided via the internet.  

That does not mean the responsibility for our children’s education rests in the hands (or 
screens) of their teachers. No, the only ones truly responsible for the education of a child is their parents. We are the ones 
who must ensure they are trained in the ways of God and of His world. 

For the nation of Israel that meant following the Law of Moses. Revolutionary for its time, God used Moses to teach: 

 An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth – punishment must be proportionate to the offense, criminals must pass 
through a legal system, rather than be punished in the street. Specific to today that means no one should be killed in 
the street for passing a counterfeit $20 bill. 

 All Nations will be blessed through you – It mays seem like the Old Testament favored the Israelites, however, God’s 
plan all along was for His love to be shared around the world. Specific to today that means Jesus died for ALL,         
regardless of skin tone or nationality.  

 Keep all His statutes… have a long life – We are never more than 1 generation away from utopia (if abiding by God’s 
law), or anarchy (if not). 

The greatest thing we can teach our children is a love for God. No one needs to command me to hug my children or kiss my 
wife. I love them, it comes naturally. If our children can see that kind of pure love for God modeled in our lives they will be 
able to catch the best education money can’t buy. The best lessons in life are caught, not taught.  

God’s transformational love is beyond amazing! He has completely and totally changed our lives and this is a message that 
was not meant to be kept to ourselves. His call for us is to teach others this message. He desires for us to be disciples who 
make disciples, who make disciples. As we do this we can stand before Him laid bare, unashamed and fulfilled as we live out 
our ultimate purpose.  

Who are you discipling?  2 

Sermon Recap: May 31 – Witness to the Nations – Acts 1:8 

Youth Resumes Meeting – Sundays 4-6pm 

Our Youth have been meeting at Pastor Charlie and Mrs. Jessica’s house since May 17 on Sunday 
Nights for Bible Study and Social Distanced fun and fellowship. We are so excited to see things begin 
to return to normal. Please continue to pray for our Youth and their Leadership. 



 

Right now everything superfluous has been stripped away from our lives. What’s left? 
Only the most important things are left… so what’s left in your life? A deep love for 
neighbor? A concern for the lost? The undercurrent of turmoil in our country?  

“Take my will and make it Thine, it shall be no longer mine; take my heart it is Thine own, 
it shall be Thy royal throne.” Have we truly offered up our hearts to be God’s throne? Or 
do we sound more like the preschooler whose toy has been borrowed… MINE?  

God led Israel out of slavery in Egypt and into the desert to wander. It was a time of 
humble testing. God’s provision was all they had and they realized it was all they needed as their shoes and clothes didn’t 
wear out, as He provided manna every morning and He taught them. 

We don’t grow much on the mountain top. The view is spectacular, but nothing grows there. Picturesque snow,  but no trees, 
grass, no life at all really. Now in the garden, that’s where things grow. With daily watering, weeding and cultivation           
vegetables grow. It’s the same for us. We have been brought out of slavery to sin only to wander in the wilderness of this 
world. God is testing us, humbling us to see if we will grow to follow Him. He’s teaching us to rely on Him. He’s teaching us 
that He’s the only reliable One in the whole universe. 

Through His teaching Israel flourished and may have been tempted to think they had accomplished something, but had they? 
No, not really. God had been the One working on their behalf the whole time.  

Again it is the same for us. What did you do to be born in a First World Country in an age of Air Conditioning, Weekends and 
Retirement? What did you do to earn the privilege your family afforded you, or the faith they taught you? Nothing. Perhaps 
God didn’t give you this abundance by Cosmic Luck, perhaps there is responsibility with the privilege? Said differently, what 
did the African tribesman do to be born in a Third World Country to a family whose ancestors chose to make up a false      
religion. What did they do to deserve their poverty, heretical faith and lack of privilege? 

If God will be worth following a trillion years from now, why is His will not good enough for today? If you will go and do as 
God pleases in the next world, why not give your life for Him in this one? Perhaps God has given you such privilege so that 
your life may be Given for His purposes. Perhaps God has a Master Plan to see the world come to the Truth through your  
Giving. 

How will you Give your life for Him? Watch the International Mission Board video “A Life Given” by visiting:  
https://www.imb.org/2020/06/02/2020-imb-annual-report-videos-southern-baptists/ 

Sermon Recap: June 7 – Lifelong Love – Deuteronomy 6:1-9; 1 Timothy 2:1-2, 15 
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Sermon Recap: June 14 – The Anti-Babel – Gen. 11:1-9, Acts 2:1-11, Rev. 7:9-12  

A glimpse of heaven. Only a few have truly seen it. Isaiah saw the throne. Paul heard        
inexpressible words. Daniel saw secret things. John, on the other hand, was given the     
freedom to write. He saw every People Group represented before God’s throne. He         
witnessed worship. He saw the perfect union of every language, skin tone and ethnicity  
crying out before our God, the Creator. All divisions gone. Everything that separates         
forgotten. White robes and palm branches for all. 

It’s not that way right now. We live under punishment for the sin of Babel. Everyone        
appeared to be at peace with one language and purpose. Mankind was working together to 
accomplish amazing things. But these things were against God’s plan. They refused to fill 
the earth. They desired the throne for themselves. Their future existed in first person      
pronouns (us, ourselves, we), rather than in the future He (The Lord) had prepared for 
them. So, rather than send another flood, or its equivalent, God chose to scatter them   
Himself. Language and distance would now be a barrier. Geographic and ethnic diversity 
would be an obstacle. Unity and cooperation in mankind would be impossible. This is our world, but it doesn’t have to be.  

About 2,300 years after Babel divided, Pentecost (the Anti-Babel) united. God sent His Spirit on the small band of Apostles to 
share the Good News of salvation in many languages. The Spirit’s enabling allowed these men, for the first time, to offer    
unified salvation to all who were present at the festival. Now the Spirit’s power sends us to unify, rather than divide. His  
power is available to all. The language of God’s love is once again for the whole earth. With Peter’s initial message we are 
brought into cooperation. Our unity is no longer based on language, ethnicity, location or nationality. Our unity is now built 
on the only thing that matters: Christ acknowledgers / Christ deniers (see Midweek Lift; June 10).  

Now we have an awesome task. We are the workers who will make John’s vision a reality. We are the ones who will           
cooperate with all who acknowledge the name of Christ. We are the ones who will find enemies in our families but comrades 
on the other side of the world. We have been given the task of sharing the Good News with ALL, in cooperation with ALL   
believers. We will see ALL having one language and vocabulary coming to enjoy the city, before the throne that is above all, 
making a Name for Him as we are gathered before our Savior. We are His witnesses so that ALL may know and join in crying 
out with a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

https://www.imb.org/2020/06/02/2020-imb-annual-report-videos-southern-baptists/
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Bible Studies For Life June 7 (Focal Passage: 1 Peter 1:1-9) 
Most people have a thing – something they’re known for. John Wayne is iconic for his cowboy swagger, Michelle Obama for 
her intellect and poise, and my golden retriever Cooper for his relentless begging for whatever food you have. 

Peter also had a thing. You’ve probably been at a Bible study where you were asked, “Who’s your favorite disciple?” And, 
inevitably, someone says, “Peter!” 

He was the hasty go-getter, who said too much too loudly at all the wrong times but generally meant well. I love how the Bible doesn’t   
hide how unpolished Peter was. I imagine him with unkempt hair and dirt under his fingernails, but always right there up front with Jesus 
following along with all his gusto. 

There are few others we get to see so plainly in scripture – their highs and lows on display for us. Peter walked on water with Jesus and  
witnessed His transfiguration. He also publicly denied even knowing Jesus. 

And yet, here Peter is, against all odds, writing as a church leader to encourage others to continue to hope in Christ. Of al l people Peter 
knew that circumstances, and especially our response to our circumstances, can’t undo our identity in Christ. 

What we’ve done doesn’t determine who we are. Instead, who we are in Christ empowers us to live in a way we’d never think possible. We 
can humble ourselves, turn to Christ, begin again, and walk on with confidence because our hope isn’t us, but Christ. 

The work isn’t ours. It’s Christ’s. 

Explore the Bible June14 (Focal passage: Proverbs 3:1-12) 
Spending so much time at home in the age of social distancing has bred some creativity in our family. Much to my 
wife’s terror, my kids and I have taken to playing a game that can be summarized as “Tag, but with your eyes 
closed.” It’s quite unsettling to be moving about in the relative safety of your backyard without being able to see anything. Every step feels 
like a life or death decision. 

It’s all fun and games in a fenced-in backyard, but the real world is far scarier. Mercifully, we haven’t been left in the dark. Our God speaks 
and provides direction for His children. 

Perhaps to keep our insurance premiums affordable, my wife has taken to watching the kids and I play our game and strategically calls out 
warnings and directions. Our heavenly Father similarly provides the direction we desperately need. 

Proverbs calls us to trust Him with the direction of our lives. We’re to remember His teachings and take them to heart, trusting that fullness 
of life is only found in Him. We’re called to honor Him with our finances, trusting that He will provide. We’re called to embrace His discipline 
and instruction, trusting that He is shaping us for our good. At times, it may feel counterintuitive to trust and obey Him when the world 
around us is moving in a different direction. Yet, the call, “do not rely on your own understanding,” remains firm. Our reward for trusting 
Him and rejecting our own “wisdom” is great, however.  The loving embrace of our Father and His eternal provision await us! 


