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 Newsletter Deadline 
 7/19 @ 9:00am 
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BereaOne 
Life 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8 

Jesus’ final words to His disciples were quite the task. Be witnesses… everywhere! 

Over the past month we have examined a bit more closely how we can accomplish this task. 
Each week we’ve emphasized a different avenue of our Mission giving and how we truly do 
touch the world with our giving. 

Southern Baptist churches organize very differently than most other denominations. We 
strongly believe in the autonomy of the local church. That means that there is no hierarchy 
that tells the church what to do. It’s exactly the opposite. 

The Southern Baptist Convention’s Executive Committee has offices in Nashville, Tennessee, 
but that is not where the Convention is headquartered. Nope, the Convention is             
headquartered in each and every individual church. Berea is the headquarters of the   
Southern Baptist Convention. 

But as the headquarters of a Convention attempting to fulfill the Great Commission we   
realize we cannot do it alone. Berea would struggle to send a single Missionary to, well   
anywhere, let alone multiple Missionaries to everywhere.  

So, SBC churches cooperate. We pool our resources together and send our Missionaries 
near and far. The “pool” is called the Cooperative Program.  

Through the Cooperative Program (and the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering) Berea helps to fund the Southern Baptist Convention, its      
thousands of Missionaries, its six seminaries and all of its other organizations. Cooperatively 
we can do much more than we could ever do individually. 

Through the Cooperative Program (and the Baptists on Mission’s offering) Berea helps to 
fund the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina. We fund Mission work across our state, 
Fruitland Bible Institute, Church Planting and Revitalization and many, many other Mission 
initiatives. 

Through our giving directly to the Chowan Baptist Association Berea helps to fund Mission 
work being done right here in Northeastern North Carolina. We fund our Associational office 
and its staff, support churches and Pastors and work to see the Gospel permeate our region. 

Through our giving directly to Camp Cale (owned by the Chowan Association) Berea helps to 
get the gospel to our youngest Mission field. We help to build bunkhouses, fund camp staff 
and see children won to Jesus all Summer long. 

We do a lot through our financial faithfulness here at Berea. I look forward to continued 
faithfulness and the ability to increase our giving to each of these Mission organizations! 

In the descriptions above we have obediently followed Jesus’ command to be witnesses to 
the ends of the earth, Judea and Samaria (our State & Region), but what about Jerusalem? 

We Bereans need to be ever more faithful in sharing the Gospel in our Jerusalem 
(hometown). As Jesus said elsewhere: “the harvest is abundant, but the workers are 
few…” (Luke 10:2). 

Will you commit to becoming a “harvest worker” here in Elizabeth City? This must needs be 
our next focus, to permeate Elizabeth City with opportunities to hear and receive the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ and the eternal forgiveness found there. 

Love you all, 
Jason 
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Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 

Continuing Deacons: 2021 
Steve Durham 
John Gregory 

Ineligible – Rotating Off: 2021 
Bill Durham 
Fahey Harrell 
Frank Lilly 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour 

The more we know of God, the greater is our capacity to love Him. 
The more we love Him, the greater our capacity to obey Him. Our 
new affection, however, must be made to grow. We are called to 
love God with our whole hearts. The new heart of flesh must be 
nurtured. It must be fed by the word of God.  

“Your word is a lamp to my feet 
and a light to my path.” 

Psalm 119:105 
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Bill Durham - Benevolence 
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Next Meeting: July 12 @ 7:00pm 

Handyman Ministry 

Pictured above & below: These handrails 
were installed in the home of Ernestine 
and John Figgs. They needed them when 
going up and down steps. 

Pictured above: This ramp was built for 
Robert Gray whose wife is confined to a 
wheel chair.  
Pictured below: This ramp was built for 
Sarah Simmons who is confined to a 
walker & wheel chair. 

Election Process as outlined in the Bylaws: 

1st Sunday of July: Notification in Bulletin that we nominate next Sunday 

2nd Sunday of July: Each member may nominate 3 eligible men (Retiring 
Deacons will tabulate & contact all eligible who receive 3 nominations or 
more to meet with and explain Deacon responsibilities with Candidates. 

Final Sunday in July: Accepting Candidates names in Bulletin 

1st Sunday in August: Election 

Not eligible unless 21 years old & 3 years membership 
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Built to Serve is Back! 
It’s been two years since we last went to Philadelphia, 
and now following a year away due to the pandemic, the 
doors are finally opening once again and we are going 
back! After a year of being shut down, Philadelphia, like 
many places in the country, is seeing a need like never 
before and local ministries are in desperate need of 
help. This year we will be once again working with local 
churches as we look to support their ministries, while 

also serving the homeless community, doing street clean up, block parties, 
painting and more. As always, our keyword is flexibility, so we will be       
flexible as we seek to meet the needs of the local community in cooperation 
with local ministries and city programs. 

Important Information: 
Date: August 1-6 
Cost: $75 that includes food, lodging, ministry supplies and more. 
Lodging:  St Joseph Retreat Center 

Please Pray: 
Pray for our team of volunteers and their families. Pray for safety, pray 
for good health, and pray that we have an opportunity to minister in a 
way that will leave a lasting impact for Christ. 
Pray for our ministry partners:   

Salvation Army of Philadelphia 
Inglesia del Barrio 
Community Life Improvement Program of the City of Philadelphia 
Philadelphia Housing Authority 

Donation Needs: 
Peanut Butter(creamy only), Grape Jelly, Snack Bags of Chips, fruit 
snacks, and cases of bottled water. 
Inexpensive flip flops, like the kind you buy at Walmart for $1.  Adult 
and children sizes. 
Bottles of hand sanitizer, bar soap, toothbrushes and toothpaste.  
Balls, bubbles, frisbees, jump ropes, sidewalk chalk, etc.  

You Can Be an Encourager: 
One of the ways we seek to minister to our own team is through an 
“encouragement wall” where each participant has their own mail bag.     
Participants are encouraged to write each other encouraging notes  
throughout the week and we would love for you to write notes for us to 
take and put in their mail bags as well. Just a quick word to let them know 
they are loved and being prayed for. Additionally you can email a short word 
of encouragement throughout the week to jessicartroxell@gmail.com 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 
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Saying they faced a defining moment, the “most important crossroads” in a generation, departing Southern Baptist     
Convention (SBC) President J.D. Greear challenged Southern Baptists to hear the concerns of the entire body while       
unifying around the one true gospel and the Great Commission. 

“If we believe in the sufficiency of scripture as the rule for the church, let’s not rush into making the rules for the church 
we wish God had made had He understood the situation in 21st century America,” Greear charged the overflow crowd of 
messengers and guests June 15 at the Music City Center. “I am committed to letting the scripture, and the scripture alone, 
be our rule for faith and practice. Anything else is unnecessarily divisive.” 

Greear said the moment required courage like he said was shown during the Conservative Resurgence of 40 years ago. 

“Our defining moment,” he said, “is about whether we will let the gospel that our forefathers preserved for us define the 
identity and determine the mission of our Convention.” 

He exhorted Southern Baptists to make clear their disdain of racism and sexual abuse while avoiding characteristics Jesus 
assailed among the Pharisees in Matthew 23. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for considering their own traditions equal to 
scripture, adhering to minutia of the law while avoiding the meat of the law, and ignoring God’s focus on the outsider. 

“I’m not saying that anyone who disagrees with me on something is a Pharisee. No, for sure, I see some of these qualities 
present in me also,” Greear said. 

But he challenged Southern Baptists to search their own hearts in the address, which drew several rounds of applause and 
standing ovations. 

One standing ovation came when Greear, addressing racial tension within the SBC, spoke to people of color, and said, 
“We need you.” 

Greear called Baptists to be Great Commission Baptists, to exalt the gospel above all, and to unify around the gospel and 
the Great Commission. 

Critical Race Theory (CRT) 
Focusing on the minutia of the law, Greear said, can make Southern Baptists look like a congregation “that expends more 
energy decrying things like CRT than they have done lamenting and decrying the devastating consequences of years of 
racial bigotry and discrimination.” 

Clearly understanding justice today requires “robust, careful, Bibles-open, on-our-knees discussions about it,” he said. 
“Justice is a major theme in our Bibles, and so of course Satan, the angel of light, is going to produce counterfeits for it, 
and on this we need to ensure that we are more shaped by the scriptures than we are by the world.” 

Most Southern Baptist laity and leaders – both Black and white – consider CRT at odds with the gospel, Greear said, but 
he encouraged Southern Baptists to clarify and strengthen their position on the theory while listening to Blacks among 
the congregation. 

“We should heed the counsel of our leaders of color who tell us that our denunciations of justice movements fall on deaf 
ears when we remain silent on the suffering of our neighbors,” he said, “and we must make certain that our zeal to clarify 
what we think about CRT is accompanied by a pledge to fight with [Black Southern Baptists] against all forms of             
discrimination against our neighbors; to make clear that we stand with our brothers and sisters of color in their suffering, 
lamenting the pain of their past and pledging to work tirelessly for justice in our present.” 

Great Commission Baptists 
Greear exhorted Southern Baptists to maintain an identity defined by the gospel and not by tradition, and to be civil in its 
discourse and treatment of others. 

“I’ve got many lost friends who approach politics and life very differently than me who are genuinely concerned about the 
suffering of the poor, burdened by the denigration of immigrants and refugees, and genuinely heartbroken over the   
damages that years of slavery and discrimination have left in the African American community,” Greear said. “Why  
wouldn’t we want to go out of our way to affirm the validity of those questions, even in places where we differ with their 
answers?” 

Southern Baptists should carry themselves and share the gospel in ways that don’t impede evangelism and fulfilling the 
Great Commission, he said, while also holding to scriptural truth. He exhorted Southern Baptists to avoid defining      
themselves by politics instead of the gospel. 

“Whenever the church gets in bed with politics, the church gets pregnant, and the offspring does not look like our Father 
in heaven,” Greear quipped. “We have to decide if we want our convention primarily to be a political voting bloc or if we 
want it to be a Great Commission people, because the rules of engagement for each are different. … I recognize that the 
blessings that God has bestowed on our country should never for one second be taken for granted. 

“But … God has not called us primarily to save America politically; he has called us to make the gospel known to all.” 

Unified, diverse, autonomous 
Embracing autonomy and affirming the Baptist Faith & Message 2000 allows diversification without ambiguity, Greear 
said, referencing political differences and the minutiae of church order. 

Greear Extols Gospel-Centered Unity and Evangelism in Final SBC Address 



 

“Let me be very clear, we are not talking about communicating ambiguity on things the scriptures speak clearly on – the 
sanctity of life and marriage; the sinfulness of homosexuality; God’s design in gender,” he said. “These are things that 
faithful Christians cannot disagree on, and our consciences are captive in these areas to the Word of God. 

“I’m talking about application of those convictions into various areas – how it plays out in a local church, or what weight 
those things are given in a political calculus – places where the Bible speaks only indirectly at best.” 

A shared belief in the sanctity of human life does not equate to the same decision at the ballot box, Greear said.  

“We should discuss that,” he said. “But when we make our political calculus synonymous with gospel faithfulness, we do a 
disservice to Christ and the Great Commission.” 

Greear called Baptists to make three commitments: 

1. We will be Great Commission Baptists. 
Greear called for it to be “more than a theme for our [2021] annual meeting, but a declaration of who we are and who we 
aspire to be,” adding that “at our best, our convention is a coalition of churches committed to doing whatever it takes to 
get the gospel to those who haven’t heard it.” 

2. We will exalt the gospel above all. 
Greear called the gospel “the North Star of our Convention,” the guide for 175 years, and said it must remain that way. 

3. We will unify around the gospel and the Great Commission. 
Greear said “together,” while not a word that describes the external culture, should be true of Great Commission Baptists. 
Referencing Christ’s prayer in John 17, Greear said Jesus asked God to unify His church so “the world would know” the 
truth. He noted it is “not to be a unity at all costs,” but “truth [is] the center of our unity.” 

“But gospel maturity,” Greear said, “means knowing which things should divide and which should not.” 

Thank You 

Greear Extols Gospel-Centered Unity (cont.) 

Photo by Karen McCutcheon 
Departing SBC President J.D. Greear addressed a standing
-room-only crowd June 15 at the 2021 SBC annual 
meeting. "Our defining moment,” he said, “is about 
whether we will let the gospel that our forefathers     
preserved for us define the identity and determine the 
mission of our Convention."  

Thank you so much for every kind act bestowed upon us at the passing of our father, Ted 
Wilson. We appreciate the calls, cards, visits and food, but most of all we appreciate your 
prayers. Please continue to pray for us as we face the difficult days ahead. 

In Christ, 
Cindy, Tim, and family 5 

July 25 

12:15pm July 11, 2021  Begins July 7@ 7:00pm 

IN PERSON 
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Berea Baptist Church 

2033 North Road Street 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Find us on the Web: www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 
Facebook.com/bereabaptistchildrensministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 

Let’s celebrate together 

2 Jerry & Cindy Hall 
 Caitlin Spear 
3 Kim Hudson 
4 Richard Cartwright 
 Wayne Smithson 
5 Gary Markham 
 Kathleen Spencer 
6 Austin Johnson 
7 Terry Gregory 

8 Ingrid Kitchen 
9 Traci Mitchell 
 Stacey Ward 
12 Mark & Kim Wall 
13 Amanda Harrell 
 Jeff & Bonnie Spear 
14 Eli Mitchell 
16 Charlene Tenny 
17 David Pritchard 
 Erin Tyson 
18 Betty Jones 
19 Dwight Cauley 
 Brendan Quigley 

20 Karl Poulson 
25 Betty Jo Layden 
27 Steve Long 
 Cameron Quigley 
 Madisyn Rawls 
 Mason Rawls 
 Hannah Whitehead 
28 Nick Krebs 
29 Curtis Chambers 
 Ashlyn Ennis 
30 David Long 


