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“3In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the Lord’s temple 
and repaired them… 35bSo the service of the Lord’s temple was established. 36Then          
Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced over how God had prepared the people, for it had 
come about suddenly.” 2 Chronicles 29:3, 35b-36 

The reins are beginning to loosen. It’s a slow process but life at Berea is beginning 
to resemble something more akin to “normal” than “shutdown.”  

Even though North Carolina will continue in “Phase 2” until at least July 17, we are 
beginning to take more advantage of the privileges given in this second phase of 
chaos. But while tiptoeing our way to reopening, we continue to take every         
precaution for the safety of all Bereans. 

Our Youth Group has been meeting on Sunday afternoons at the Troxells. The     
Finance and Constitution & Bylaws Committees have met. The Church Council met 
for their regular June meeting. 

Our Wednesday Night Children’s Ministry will be resuming in July with a leaders’ 
meeting on the 1st and kids rejoining beginning on the 8th. Sunday School classes are 
able to resume meeting (in coordinated rooms, and times, with Social Distancing, 
contact Fahey or the church office for more information).  

Whatever the “newest normal” will become, we are headed in that direction. I am 
so thankful for all those who have worked to help make these decisions! I am 
thankful to all of us who have had to restrain ourselves through the shutdown.  

Our situation is similar to that of Hezekiah (verses above) who had the daunting 
task of reopening the Temple. His “shutdown” was caused by idolatry rather than a 
virus, but the similarities remain.  

He led the people to cautiously and deliberately prepare God’s house for His      
worship. They made sure everything was done with care to ensure a safe return 
into the Presence.  

When it was finally time, the people brought an enormous sacrificial offering to  
celebrate their Lord. They were as excited as fans at the Superbowl to be allowed 
back into God’s presence. 

We are now in that time of preparation. Despite the fact that we have not missed a 
Sunday, FacebookLIVE, Drive-in and Worship in the Gym are just not the same. We 
have been away too long.  

Just like in Hezekiah’s day, being away from the accountability and cleansing of  
Corporate Worship and Bible Study has taken its toll. Life has continued and it has 
continued to pull us down. 

Temptation has not been “shutdown.” Selfishness, anger, idolatry, etc. have not 
been “shutdown.” As we slowly resume our Corporate Worship activities, work to 
prepare your heart for the celebrations that are coming. 

Someday, maybe not that soon, we will worship God in His sanctuary. We will     
fellowship around the Lord’s Table. We will stay late for a Potluck. We will be the 
family of God, joined together again.  

I am excited to “[rejoice] over how God had prepared the people,” even if it isn’t 
coming about “suddenly.” 

Love You all, 
Jason 



 

I stood in the hallway outside my wife's office 
door listening to her as she exclaimed, "Hi   
momma's babies!  Aww there's momma's    
Abednego, you're getting so much bigger."  It 
went on something to that effect for several 
minutes as my wife continued with her "baby" 
talk directed to our three feathered babies who 
had temporarily taken up residence in the 
house.  It wasn't the first time, certainly won't be 

the last time and if I'm being honest, I've been caught doing it myself 
a time or two. 

Baby Talk, we all do it.  We all have that sweet voice that we use and 
a different vocabulary entirely we reserve exclusively for babies and 
small animals.   Come to think of it we operate in a very similar way 
around the church.  It may be the same voice but suddenly our       
vocabulary changes.  I'm not talking about speaking in the King James 
Version or the sudden filter we have on a Sunday that's missing on 
Monday thru Saturday, I'm talking about all the words and terms we 
use that are hardly found anywhere else.   

That's just what we've begun to study with our children's ministry 
(you can find the videos on Facebook on our Children's Ministry 
page).  We have begun taking a deep dive into the unique vocabulary 
of terms and concepts that we rarely hear outside the walls of the 
church.  This is no mere English class though, this is where we can 
learn some of the fundamentals of our faith and how understanding 
them can change our lives and help us to walk closer with Jesus.   

Great Big Ole' Churchy Stuff (that you need to know) 
Week 1 - Sin & Repent 
Week 2 - Christian & Church 
Week 3 - Faith & Hope 
Week 4 - Testimony 

More to come...stay tuned! 

We invite you to join us on Wednesday nights as we continue our 
study and challenge you to share what you've seen and heard  

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 2 

 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

Back by Popular Demand!! 
The Best Deal of the Summer! 

Berea Youth are selling coupons for $20 car 
washes at Tidal Wave Auto Spa for only $10!! For 
those of you who aren’t math wizards that’s 1/2 
price! Can’t beat that deal! Contact Pastor Charlie 
to get yours today! 

Proceeds support Youth Missions. 

Children’s Ministry will resume 
in person meetings on July 8! 
VBS will begin on July 15 and 
run each Wednesday until   
August 12. 

For the health and safety        
of our children we will be    
utilizing small groups in socially        
distanced spaces for our 
meetings. 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 

3 

 

Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

 

God expects us to change whatever it takes to be our best at all 
that we do... It is important to understand that the term best is 
related to our own potential, not a term of comparison with     
others. Your best today is not likely to be your best tomorrow. We 
all can improve certain aspects of our lives, and continue to      
improve them every day for the rest of our lives.  

"You are our Father;  we are the clay, and You are our 
Potter;  and we all are the work of Your hand. ” 

Isaiah 64:8 

It’s fair to say I am moderately handy. I’m not the kind of guy that can 
do any kind of project around the house, but I know how to do a few 
things. I’m thankful for this skill since it tends to save our family   
money when I’m able to fix things, build things or paint things. 

But even more important, I’m thankful for the way I learned to do the 
things that I do. Whether it’s fixing a broken window or knocking out 
a wall in our kitchen, in each case I’m reminded of my dad. I didn’t 
learn how to do these things in a vacuum or by watching YouTube  
videos (though I have watched my share). I learned how to do these 
things as a boy by going with my father on service calls for properties 
that he owned. 

My parents split up when I was seven years old, and I missed a lot of 
important and valuable things that most kids get when their parents 
stay together. But I still saw my dad fairly regularly, and during those 
times we were always working. (I have to admit that there was a part 
of me that would have preferred to spend time with him doing other 
things, but in most cases, I absolutely loved being by his side, even if 
that meant doing odd jobs!)  

Never in a million years would I have thought that I’d one day be 
handy enough to do projects around my own house. I just cherished 
being with him and loved his pouring into me and teaching me. And 
now almost every time I pick up a hammer, I think about my dad. 

I’m a dad now, and I love it. I do the same kinds of projects that my 
dad did with me, but I often fail to include my boys the way he did 
with me. As I reflect on this, I realize that neglecting this prevents my 
boys from learning how to do things, and prevents them from having 
the same fond memories with me that I now have of time with my 
dad. I can do better, and fortunately my boys are now old enough 
that they want to learn. I look forward to the years ahead of us! 

But what about you? Perhaps you are handy as well. Perhaps you are 
not. Either way, you have something you do well, and your kids have 
a lot to learn from you. We all have something to pass on: skills, 
knowledge, habits, etc. But most importantly, we have a life to live 
with them and memories to make.  

Children need their parents. That has always been the case, but     
perhaps they need us more now than ever. Let’s be sure to give them 
everything we have to give. 

Handy Dad, Handy Sons 

Article by: Jamie Dew 
President, 
New Orleans Baptist  
Theological Seminary 
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Handyman Ministry Updates 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built 
for Earnest Ferebee, who is in his 
late 40’s – early 50’s. Mr. Ferebee is 
blind and suffers from neuropathy. 

Pictured Above & Left: This ramp was 
built for James Turner who is mostly    
confined to a wheel chair. The ramp 
allows him more freedom in getting 
in and out of his house. (This build 
was featured in the Daily Advance on 
June 27. Article included below). 

James Turner is excited about the new wheelchair ramp a local church ministry built at his house in 
Elizabeth City on Thursday. 

That’s because Turner won’t be the only one at his house to benefit from the ramp. 

Both Turner and his wife, Catherine, have difficulty navigating steps and often require the use of 
wheelchairs to move about. There are also Family members who may visit the couple from time to 
time. 

“I have a nephew who’s wheelchair-bound” too, Turner said. 

A group of five volunteers from Berea Baptist Church’s Handyman Ministry spent Thursday morning 
at Turner’s home on Rhode Island Avenue. 

Led by church member Fahey Harrell, the men built Turner a new ramp, which extends from his 
home’s side entrance out to the driveway. 

“These guys done a beautiful job,” Turner said, from his wheelchair, which he parked at the top of the 
ramp. “The Lord is good.” 

Turner noted that the new ramp allows him enough room to roll down to where his car is parked. 

Berea Baptist’s Handyman Ministry specializes in building wheelchair ramps. Turner’s ramp in fact 
was the 784th the ministry has built over the last 21 years, Harrell said. 

“We’ve been doing this a right number of years,” he said. 

Before the ministry decides to build a ramp, Harrell said he first will meet with a homeowner and   
assess their needs and to draft a construction plan. 

The costs of pressure-treated wooden posts and boards and other building supplies have risen in the 
last few months because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Harrell said. Whereas lumber that previously 
costed about $15 a running foot now costs about $18 to $19, he said. 

To help defray a portion of the ramp’s cost, Turner presented Harrell a check as a donation to Berea 
Baptist. 

In addition to Fahey, the other four Handyman Ministry members helping Thursday were John    
Gregory, Fred Ellinwood, Mike Hanson and Doug Beasley. 

Inclined to Help Others: Ministry Builds Man Wheelchair Ramp 



 

Your Pastors are working very hard to keep 
us connected with 4 weekly videos, worship 
in the gym with the radio transmitter still  
transmitting if you choose to stay in your 
car, and limitless opportunities to stay in 
touch. Be proud of how Berea continues to 
be the “Church Beyond the Walls.” 
 

Church Beyond the Walls 

Berea Page 
631 Page Likes 

Children’s Ministry Page 
50 Page Likes 
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We offer Worship at 11:00am on Sunday Mornings and Wednesday Encouragement on Wednesday Evenings via Facebook 
LIVE. 

June 3 
Views: 198 
Reached: 459 

June 7 
Views: 274 
Reached: 471 

June 10 
Views: 173 
Reached: 259 

June 14 
Views: 266 
Reached: 552 

June 17 
Views: 91 
Reached: 192 

June 21 
Views: 212 
Reached: 531 

June 21 
Views: 165 
Reached: 166 

June 28 
Views: 178 
Reached: 293 

Our Children’s Ministry Facebook Page is continuing to grow. Be sure to join Pastor Charlie for Awana on Wednesdays at 
6:30pm and Mrs. Jessica for Children’s Church on Sunday Mornings at 9:30am. 

June 3 
Views: 75 
Reached: 20 

June 7 
No Stats Available 
 

June 10 
Views: 125 
Reached: no stats 

June 14 
Views: 37 
Reached: 71 

June 17 
Views: 159 
Reached: 33 

June 21 
Views: 59 
Reached: 140 

June 24 
Views: 155 
Reached: 39 

June 28 
Views: 29 
Reached: 34 

June Financials  

June 7, 2020 
General $7,317.00 
Lottie Moon 2.00 
Sunday School 25.00 
*Memorials: 
  General 50.00 
  Memorial      150.00 
TOTAL $7,544.00 
*Memorials given in memory 
of Jack Brothers & Earlene 
Harris. 

June 14, 2020 
General $3,090.00 
Handyman 50.00 
Lottie Moon 20.00 
*Memorials:      1,000.00 
TOTAL $4,160.00 
*Memorials given to the General 
Fund in memory of Earlene Harris. 

June 21, 2020 
General $2,377.00 
Lottie Moon 20.00 
Security 100.00 
Insurance 29.53 
Awana 20.00 
*Memorials 
  General 70.00 
  Memorial         40.00 
TOTAL $2,651.53 
*Memorials given to in memory 
of Jerry Sawyer. 

Offerings can continue to be mailed to the Church/Treasurer, dropped off to the Church during office hours or brought to 
Worship in the gym. Thank you for your continued financial faithfulness!! 

June 28, 2020 
General $3,642.00 
Lottie Moon 63.00 
Memorials         175.00 
TOTAL $3,880.00 
*Memorials given to in memory 
of Jerry Sawyer & Earlene Harris. 



 

Berea Ice Cream Truck Rollin’ Out 

On June 20, Pastor Charlie and Mrs. Jessi, accompanied by Noah and Leia “converted” 
the Church Van into an Ice-Cream Truck to deliver frozen treats to the children of our 
church. They made 23 stops and delivered frozen novelties to 76 children! What            
a “cool” idea during the hot summer months! Pictured above are all the happy          
customers. Enjoy the smiling faces! 
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Sermon Recap: June 21 – Hate Sin; Love People – Revelation 21:7-8 

Sermon Recap: June 28 – King Peace – Hebrews 12:14-17 

This message will create a lot of “sound bites.” It will be controversial. Some will find it too harsh, some too 
soft. But, before we look directly at sin and call it what it is, we must first look inward. We are the guilty, the 
sinners, the prideful, the greedy, the idolaters, the hot tempered. We are the first before God’s throne begging 
for undeserved mercy. And now, having received His mercy we are the ones who continue to struggle despite 
every advantage. Thank You God for your forgiveness, help us to see the log in our own eye before casting 
judgment on the speck of dust in another’s (Matthew 7:3-4). 

We are called to hate sin and love people. Honestly we stink at both. I think we underestimate how much God 
hates sin and how eager He is to rid the world of its temptations. But we equally underestimate how much 
God loves people… all people and is ready to offer His forgiving grace to any and all of us. If we follow His    
example we will Hate Sin; Love People. 

Sin is tempting. No one is tempted to stub their toe or have a root canal. But sin? It’s not easily avoidable. If it 
were, we would all live perfect lives. There is a momentary pleasure that is shallow, short-lived and               
unsatisfying, but still pleasure. That is why we must hate sin and work to eradicate its temptations from our 
world. 

We are to hate drunkenness. Why can alcohol be advertised when it effects so many innocent strangers 
(through drunk driving), but other vices cannot that only effect the one who indulges? But we must love those 
who struggle, offering avenues for recovery and love to be extended. In fact, our love of people should likely 
extend to a distaste for alcohol in any form or amount.  

We hate greed and the way a love of money can uproot a love for God. We love people and should provide 
ways of financial escape & planning. We hate abortion and call it the termination of life that it is, but love   
people and should provide ample means of adoption, parental support and other means of assistance to make 
the “last resort” no option at all.  

We hate cowardice and faithlessness and seek to trust in God’s abilities and not our own. We love people by 
giving opportunities to see God at work in our lives as we share His Good News. We hate racism, basically hate, 
hate. We love ALL people realizing we are all equal at the cross. We hate drugs and the addiction it brings, real-
izing it is almost impossible to overcome. We love people by offering support and treatment just like we would 
for someone who suffers from another disease, like cancer for example.  

Before God we are all equal sinners with an infinite payment required for our sin. But God has offered          
forgiveness of the debt and just like we would hate to be defined by our weakest moments we will work to see 
redemption in all, not defining them as “sinner, pornographer, murderer, druggie,” rather as someone for 
whom Christ died. Hate Sin; Love People! 

I’m not a very good bowler. The pros have a smooth approach, a tender release and a beautiful curve. They 
have 300 in their sights every game. Not me. My form is rough, my release typically includes a “thud” as the 
ball returns to the lane and well… I throw fastballs, not curves. With practice I can get a decent score, but 200 
is out of reach, let alone 300. I still have the goal of a perfect game, but because I’m going at it the wrong way, 
it’ll never happen. 

Seeking peace is the same. Our world wants peace. We try to accomplish it through forums, protests, police, 
governments, armies, etc., but none of these efforts are effective. They may bring a temporary lack of hostility, 
but never true peace. The world goes about it the wrong way.  

The only way to find peace with others is through truly seeing God. And the only way to see God is through 
personal holiness. And the only way to be holy is through the gift righteousness of Christ, through His death on 
Calvary’s Cross in our place. As we see our “enemy” as God’s Creation bearing His Image we understand we 
are the same. We both owe an infinite debt. We both have the offer of forgiveness from the same Middle  
Eastern Jewish Carpenter. 

As we see this we won’t take our salvation for granted. We won’t trade it for cheap thrills. We won’t come to 
judgment in tears with no opportunity for repentance. Instead we will experience the Inner Peace offered by 
our Creator.  

This kind of peace and holiness must be pursued. It’s not going to find us. It can’t be accomplished by merely 
not being in the same room as our “enemy.” I can only come as we pursue it. Chase after it. Hunt it down like a 
prized trophy. Only when we see God, through holiness can we live at peace with everyone. It’s a hard road, 
but it is clearly the one He’s called us to take.  



 

Sundays 
 � 10:00am Children’s Church* 
 � 11:00am Sunday Worship 
 � 4:00pm Youth @ Troxell’s 
Wednesdays 
 � 6:30pm Children’s Activities 
 � 7:00pm Adult Bible Study* 

*Children's Church and Adult 
Bible Study are done via Face-
book LIVE. 

 � Newsletter Deadline 
 7/19 @ 9:00am 
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2 Jerry & Cindy Hall 
 David & Chris Mooring  
 Martin Shaffer 
 Caitlin Spear 
3 Kim Hudson 
4 Richard Cartwright 
 Wayne Smithson 
5 Gary Markam 
 Kathleen Spencer 
6 Austin Johnson 
7 Terry Gregory 
8 Ingrid Kitchen 
9 Traci Mitchell 
 Stacey Ward 
10 Bill Faciane 
12 Mark & Kim Wall 
13 Amanda Harrell 
 Jeff & Bonnie Spear 
14 Eli Mitchell 
 Marjorie Sawyer 

15 David & Christina McNeal 
 Ted Wilson 
16 Charlene Tenny 
17 David Pritchard 
 Erin Tyson 
18 Betty Jones 
19 Dwight Cauley 
 Brendan Quigley 
20 Karl Poulson 
25 Betty Layden 
27 Steven Long 
 Cameron Quigley 
 Mason Rawls 
 Madisyn Rawls 
 Hannah Whitehead 
28 Nicholas Krebs 
29 Curtis Chambers 
 Ashlyn Ennis 

Let’s celebrate together 

The Finance Committee has begun to meet to prepare the  
Budget for the 2020-2021 Church year. We realize this is a     
flexible process with an unclear start date, however, if you   
foresee the need for a change in a line you oversee please     
contact the Church Office so you may fill out the new “Budget 
Line Item Change Request” form for their consideration. 

Due to COVID-19 Berea’s Bloomin’ Craft & Vendor Fair has had a bit of 

a  make over. It will now be taking place in July and ONLINE!! That’s 

right! Get all those amazing handmade items and awesome vendor 

gadgets from the comfort of your recliner! Check us out on                 

facebook.com. Then search: Berea Baptist Christmas in July 

Online Craft & Vendor Show. 



 

Sunday School Recap 

 Explore the Bible April 26 (Focal passage: Proverbs 3:21-35 ) 
I know I’m the only person in all of humanity to have experienced this, but just a   
half-second after walking away from the end of a conversation, I knew I had really 
messed up. 

What really stung was knowing that my words and my actions had failed to testify to the compassion I had  
encountered in Christ. 

Proverbs reminds us that the wisdom of God, perfectly manifested in Jesus, bears heavily on how we are to 
treat others. We are to do good to others and not withhold it from them. We are to treat neighbors with     
respect and compassion and not do them harm. We are to speak truthfully and bear witness to the truth. 
These seemingly obvious exhortations remind us of the character that marks Jesus’ followers. It is the         
character God Himself forms in us as His children who are being sanctified. It is evidence of our belonging to 
His family! 

The reward for showing kindness and compassion to others is sweet rest from fear. Those who seek another 
way must lie down as their fears quickly catch up to them. Their toils are never over. Yet the Lord’s beloved 
enjoy pleasant sleep. That is, despite whatever circumstances surround them, they find themselves secure in 
the Father’s embrace. 

We need not envy the apparent success of the wicked, for the Lord’s blessing is for the righteous. We           
experience this blessing most clearly at the cross, where the only righteous one suffered our punishment and 
in return shares His inheritance with us. 

Bible Studies for Life May 3 (Focal Passages: 1 Peter 3:8-17) 
I remember the day we left so clearly. Pregnant and exhausted I loaded my backseat with 
clothes and shoes, third in the moving caravan behind the U-Haul and my husband’s truck. 

It had been a long three years at the church revitalization we moved there for, and the past 
six months had been particularly brutal. We had anguished in prayer. I had cried in the   
shower, begging God to move. My husband fasted and called on friends and family to join us in praying for God 
to soften hearts and open eyes. 

As Peter continues his letter to dispersed believers, he begins a list of commands. I’m always so struck by   
commands in scripture. I love how direct they are. You’re either “[keeping your] tongue from evil and [your 
lips] from deceitful speech” or you’re not (1 Peter 3:10-11). 

Commands are also some of the most intimate verses. There’s no hiding with a command. 

I don’t ever want to relive those three years, but I’m thankful for the way the Lord sustained us. God’s Word 
ministered to my heart in ways I can’t explain and sometimes ways, quite frankly, I didn’t want. God didn’t 
make the pain of what we were living go away and for whatever reason He didn’t move in the way we asked, 
but through His Word He walked with us. He kept us. He cut and revealed. He continued His work. He softened 
our hearts and opened our eyes in ways only the assurance of Christ and comfort of the Holy Spirit in the midst 
of suffering can do. 
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Sunday School Classes Can Resume 

We have classes set up with appropriate social distancing where Sunday School Classes can meet if they would 
like to. We would need to coordinate a schedule, so if you are interested in meeting together as a class please 
contact Fahey Harrell or the Church office to be scheduled. 
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