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“9Let us not get tired of doing good, for we will reap at the proper time if we don’t give up.     
10Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us work for the good of all, especially for those who belong 
to the household of faith.” Galatians 6:9-10 

Pandemic restrictions seem to be never ending. The juggling of rooms, spacing of chairs and 
strategic placement of hand sanitizer is getting tiresome. Over time we get complacent and 
grow weary of the new “rules.” 

I long for “normal.” I long to be back in the sanctuary singing loudly with a full congregation 
of my Berean family. I long to shake hands, hug necks and carry children. 

But, for now, I am thankful for the many blessings God has given Berea. Not many churches 
have enough rooms large enough for Social Distancing to do all we have been doing. Not 
many churches have a gymnasium that can hold everyone ready to resume in person     
worship services. 

We are immensely blessed. God has looked favorably on us and I pray we continue to offer 
Him our thanks every day.  

Despite our blessings, it remains pretty complicated to find “opportunity” to “work for the 
good of all, especially for those who belong to the household (or family) of faith.” It is a 
challenge to seek out proper openings to bless our family. 

During this month we are focusing closely on what God has intended the family to be. How 
He desires the marriage relationship to bond. How He wants us to encourage our children. I 
pray these blessings pour out to our church family as well.  

We may not yet be able to meet in the sanctuary, or to hug and shake as normal, but we 
can still seek out ways to love and support one another. The phone still works. Distanced 
visits are still welcomed. Friendships can still be nurtured.  

As we grow accustomed to the pandemic changes, your Berean leadership is still working to 
reopen as quickly as is safely possible. Two Sunday School classes have resumed in person 
gatherings. Our children will be meeting each Wednesday evening for VBS. Various        
committees have resumed meetings. 

This week our Deacons met to discuss when we can resume Sanctuary worship services. To 
that end you will be receiving a call from your Family Deacon asking a simple question: “If 
we resumed Sunday morning services in the Sanctuary, with masks REQUIRED for the      
ENTIRE SERVICE, would you come?” 

Be praying about your answer to that question. In time life will find its “newest normal,” but 
until then I am very thankful that we can meet safely in rooms that have been sufficiently 
dormant, at a safe distance in order to continue to worship as the “household of faith.” 

See you in the gym this Sunday. 

Love You all, 
Jason 
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Our deacons met on July 13 to discuss the return to holding worship services in the Sanctuary. Expect a call from your 
family deacon with the question: “If we resumed Sunday morning services in the Sanctuary, with masks REQUIRED for 
the ENTIRE SERVICE, would you come?” Your input will be invaluable as we seek to return to “normal” (whatever that 
is). 
In the meantime, continue to worship with us in one of the following ways: 
1. Worship in the Gym 
2. Drive-In Church – You can still tune in to 88.1 in our Parking Lot and catch our service in person. 
3. FacebookLIVE 
4. www.bereaone.org – Sermons are available the following day. 
5. Facebook – If you miss us live you can watch the service anytime on our Facebook page: 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 

Your Opinion is Important 
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Paul has written this letter to his young protégé Timothy. It is basically a minister’s manual of how Timothy is to lead the 
Ephesian church. After some introductions and an overview he tells Timothy that before everything else he must do one 
thing. Before Timothy worries about how to lead a service, how to select Deacons, how to ordain Pastors over the rural town 
churches… before everything else Timothy must pray. This is of utmost importance… so we cannot dive into this passage 
without beginning right there…  

God we know You are near us. We are humbled that we can worship at Your feet. We lay down our lives before You… our 
will, our way, our wants, our desires… because we desire Your will. We pray for our nation. We each sign the petition of this 
prayer that You would give our leaders wisdom and clarity. That you would free our nation from COVID-19 and Racial Strife. 
We pray specifically for President Trump that You would give Him wisdom in leadership, may he be like Solomon leading the 
nation. We pray for Vice President Pence that he would be a light and witness for You in the darkness of secular government. 
We pray for our Congress, Supreme Court, the CDC and all others who control our lives in the midst of a pandemic that they 
would lead us to the freedom to worship You and would keep us safe… we bring this petition before the King of Kings, the 
Lord of Lords, the Creator of everyone… 

God, You are the one in control. You are sovereign over all and You are the One who has placed each leader in authority. 
Based on Your great love for us we pray for our state. We pray our leaders would stay close to You and would make the best 
decisions for North Carolina. We pray for Governor Cooper that you would guide him through his various advisors and give 
him the strength to do what is right. We pray that he would seek You first as he seeks to lead our state. We pray for our state 
Department of Health & Human Services that they would see and understand the virus trends in our state and would lead us 
to recovery quickly and would help to bring back the “newest normal” for our lives. We pray that You would be in control 
over North Carolina and that as we reopen You would bring revival to our land that would begin right here with Berea… 

God, we intercede for our local leaders. We draw close to You to lift up our region. We are an island here in the Northeast 
corner of the state. Not quite the tourist trap of the Outer Banks, but not the hustle & bustle of the Triad either. We have to 
make our own hard decisions as we have been uniquely effected by the virus, peaceful protests & economic struggles. We 
bring our County Commissioners and our City Council before You. They have the impossible task of making the right decisions 
with the pull of the Governor in one direction, the President in another, the local statistics in yet a third. We pray they would 
seek You for insight. We pray especially for our local School Board as they decide how to reopen in the Fall, if we can. We 
pray You would help them make decisions that would bring our students back together to grow these young minds for a 
prosperous future in Pasquotank County… 

God we want to offer our Thanks to You for all those who have continued serving our community in this hard time. We      
especially thank You for our local Sheriff & Police Departments as they have been the example of peace through protest. We 
thank You for our local Fire Departments and Emergency Medical Services who are always ready to rescue us when needed. 
Thank You that their service and willingness to put their lives on the line point us to a Rescuer that can rescue for eternity. 
Thank You God that you have provided us with selfless First Responders, Hospital Staff and Essential Workers who help us to 
be able to live a tranquil and quiet life. God, help us to never take for granted the blessing of government leaders and those 
in authority, help us to never be complacent by forgetting to pray for them and help us to take full advantage of the peaceful 
& prosperous life they help to provide for us that allows us to have life, liberty & the pursuit of happiness. But God, may we 
always seek life in the One who can give it forever, liberty in the One who can free us not only from earthly oppression, but 
from the chains of sin and happiness that is not merely based on happenings, but that is based on the hope of an eternal 
kingdom with You. As we see the obligations of this kind of peaceful life brings I pray you would make us Your even more 
faithful servants… in Jesus name, Amen.  

So that. That is the key to the arrangement. So that. We haven’t been given Religious Liberty for a party. It’s not so we can 
live our Best Life. It’s not so we can race to retirement. Government gives us peace, so that we can fulfill God’s purpose. He 
wants everyone to be saved. This is the purpose of the peace we enjoy. May we share constantly the hope given by our     
Creator, while enjoying the peace granted by those in authority over us.  

Sermon Recap: July 5 – Freedom to Pray – 1 Timothy 2:1-6  
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Sermon Recap: July 12 – Family First – Genesis 2:7-8, 18-25  

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

“You didn’t want heaven without us, so Jesus You brought heaven down… my sin was great, Your love was greater, what 
could separate us now?” 

Those lyrics raise a question: “was God’s loneliness the catalyst to creation?” No, God wasn’t lonely. He experienced perfect 
community within Himself, three-in-one. Think of God like an artist and we are the masterpiece. Why does an artist paint? Is 
there a practical function to the painting? Will the painting feed anyone? No, the artist paints because there is something 
inexpressible deep inside that is blockaded except through the medium of art. God desired His glory to be expressed &      
expanded and so He created man.  

We were made for community. Everything in God’s creation had been given the assessment of “good,” until Adam was alone. 
All of a sudden something was “not good.” Adam, in perfect relationship with God, was still missing something. God created 
us to live in community, beyond merely with Himself, also with other people. 

God’s solution to the “not good” problem was to perform the first ever surgical procedure. God performed rib surgery and 
created a helper equal to Adam. Matthew Henry said of Eve’s creation: “The woman was formed out of man – not out of his 
head to rule over him; not out of his feet to be trampled upon by him; but out of his side to be his equal, from beneath his 
arm to be protected, and from near his heart to be loved.” 

After creating the heavens and the earth for our enjoyment God made a family. This is the most important bond in all of life. 
We were made for this. We were made to bring God glory by enjoying the families into which we were placed and with 
whom we marry. 

Without community we’re missing something. It’s “not good.” During a pandemic we are flooded by the “not good” of     
loneliness. We are missing our community. We are missing our Berean family. Despite our being kept apart, let’s seek to 
deepen relationships with those ones who can point us to God and who can transform the “not good” into “very good.” 

Children Resume Meeting on Wednesday and Tour a Castle! 

Our Children’s Ministry has resumed in person meetings on Wednesday evenings and 
they will be visiting North Castle for the next five weeks as they go on their exciting   
Vacation Bible School Adventure learning important truths from God’s Word! 

Knights of North Castle: Quest for the King’s Armor, invites children to be strong in the 
Lord and in the strength of God’s power by exploring how we put on the armor of God. 
Kids will take on the role of brave Knights and begin their quest each session by opening 
the King’s Book. They’ll explore Old and New Testament stories and discover different 
pieces of protective armor—the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Justice, the Shoes of 
Peace, the Shield of Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation—at work in the lives of familiar 
Bible characters, and explore how that armor works in their own lives as they follow 
and serve God. 
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Bible Studies For Life July 19 (Focal Passage: Romans 13:1-10) 
When I was in high school, I became obsessed with both Billy Graham and Martin Luther King Jr. I bought Graham’s autobiog-
raphy – Just as I Am – and read through the book, but loved the glossy photographs the best. 

Around this time, I also studied a speech by King in English class, noting the power of his rhetoric and his consistent use of 
biblical allusions. I loved how unapologetic King was with applying his theology to daily living. Watching clips of him, he was 
confident and steady in his conviction – ready and able to endure whatever may come to see the goodness of God recognized in the Black 
men and women of America. 

Both Graham and King sparked a deep love for theology and ethics in me that eventually led to seminary where I studied how to responsibly 
interpret scripture and see it change lives at home and on Capitol Hill. 

As Christians, we are called to balance the providence of God with the precepts of God. In the book of Romans, we are told to both honor 
government and its leaders as well as obey the Lord. 

We pray for our leadership – that they might know Christ, call out injustice and pursue genuine peace. We live that daily in our homes, 
towns and workplaces, and call others to do the same in love. 

People remember Graham and King not simply because they were powerful speakers, but because they led with love and conviction. They 
were powerful in Christ! 

Explore the Bible June14 (Focal passage: Proverbs 15:33-16:11) 
In my short years as a pastor, I have quickly realized just how precious it is to have a teachable heart. Sure, it would 
be nice to always instinctively know the right thing to say or do in any situation, but being humble enough to listen 
and learn is far more precious. All of us are Jesus’ sheep, sitting under His teaching, and all of us have much learning 
to do. 

Some of my greatest joys as a pastor have involved difficult conversations with members where I have just been in awe of God’s mercy by 
encountering a meek and teachable spirit in a brother or sister. Some of my greatest moments of spiritual growth have come through laying 
aside my pride and learning what the Holy Spirit was teaching me. 

In Proverbs, we’re reminded that being teachable is central to our worship of God. We are in no position to command or demand anything. 
Fearing the Lord inevitably results in a humble, teachable posture. Who are we to have proud hearts before the Holy God? 

In humbling ourselves and recognizing our lowly posture as those who need wisdom from the only wise one, we please God. He is the giver 
of all good things, and He delights in doing good to those in whom He finds pleasure. Yet it is not in the proud and powerful  that He         
delights. It is in those who recognize their dependence on Him. Those who recognize God’s grandeur and sovereignty walk in wisdom, 
knowing that “the Lord has prepared everything for His purpose.” 


