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“So let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 2 Corinthians 10:17 

I think we can all sympathize with Baby Yoda in the meme below. I also heard January 6th, 
2021 being called December 37th, 2020. That sounds about right too. 

As a fan of college football I remember scandals crushing programs left and right. Scandals 
about money, sex, drugs, grades, lowered admission standards and who knows what else. 
Throughout my early fandom I watched as teams were declared “bowl ineligible,” paid  
debilitating fines, or had scholarships stripped. My reaction wasn’t a very good one. It  
wasn’t shock. It wasn’t surprise. It wasn’t shame that our collegiate system could be      
tarnished by such vice and arrogance. No, I typically sat back with my own arrogance, my 
own pride that my team was above all of that. I believed in the integrity of my school and 
looked down my nose at these other schools who had to cheat to get ahead. 

Since before I can remember I would take trips with my parents back to Pennsylvania 
where JoPa was on TV every Saturday in the fall. Where many cousins had attended Penn 
State and where to this day one is still on staff. Like the old saying goes: “Pennsylvania is a 
good place to be FROM.” My family was one of those who had moved from the fledgling 
economy to greener pastures, bringing along with it intense fandom for the Black & Gold, 
but also for the cleanest football program around. So clean they didn’t allow names on 
jerseys. So clean there weren’t any advertising logos to be found either. So clean… or so 
we thought… 

I remember when it all came crashing down. I remember learning about JoPa’s right hand 
man, Jerry Sandusky being indicted on 52 counts of child molestation. I remember my 
blood curdling, the shock, the anger, but what I remember most is my pride crumbling. 
What appeared to be the cleanest program was actually the worst of all. 

This story has come to my mind frequently over the past year. I’ve always looked at other 
countries with their coups, violent demonstrations, insurrections, etc. and held a sense of 
pride that it couldn’t happen here. I’ve put my country, which I love, which I would        
willingly fight for, on the same pedestal where I had placed Penn State. But there is no 
team, group or even country that is immune to radicals, or that has conquered the fatal 
flaw deep within us all.  

Sooner or later that flaw will rear its ugly head to defeat our greatest sense of pride. It will 
bring us to our knees. It will tarnish our legacy, thwart our present and condemn our    
eternity. That is until we realize the only way to fight against and to protect ourselves from 

our own fatal flaw is forgiveness found in the blood 
of Jesus. Rather than finding our boast in team, party 
or nation, let us find our boast in the Lord and pray 
that our nation would turn to Him as well. 

Where will you boast about God this week? How will 
you use that boast to draw others to Him? 

Love You all, 
Jason 

Musings 

January 
2021 

Pandemic Edition 

Inside this issue: 

⚛ Sermon Recaps 

⚛ Sunday School Recaps 

⚛ CP Stories 
(Formerly 52 Sundays 
Missionary Stories) 

⚛ 2020 Contribution 
Statements are available. 
3 ways to receive them: 
1. Pick up at Gym Worship. 
2. Call the church office and 

drop by to pick them up. 
3. Call the church office and 

have yours mailed. 

12:15pm 

JANUARY 24 



 2 

Congratulations Nicole! 

Today’s message should simply be called “Wrap Up.” It’s intended to wrap up 
the Christmas season (we celebrate ALL 12 days of Christmas) as well as our 
Baptist Faith & Message series.  

The BFM Series started February 9 and continued to August 9, but because of 
COVID we weren’t able to celebrate any Baptisms. That left out one very    
important message. But, now is the perfect time… On December 18, the  
evening before her wedding, Nicole Cartwright was baptized here at Berea!!! 
If you’d like to watch the baptism, it’s included in the Facebook / Website  
video from this service. 

I don’t think I’ve ever preached a Christmas message from the gospel of Mark. 
Mark doesn’t spend time with Angels, Shepherds, Wise Men or even talking 
about the beginning. Nope, Mark simply says, in essence: “it happened, let’s 
get to the good stuff.” 

Christmas is not the good stuff. We tend to get caught up in the story, the 
gifts, or even family, but it’s just step one in the pattern… the good stuff, 
that’s still coming. 

The birth of Jesus sets the pattern. The angels made preparation for the  
shepherds to come, but soon thereafter they were to go. And go they did, 
they told everyone they could about the baby and the angelic message. 

During Jesus’ ministry the same pattern was continued. John took the angel’s job to make preparation for Emmanuel, 
“God with Us.” Jesus then extended the invitation to the disciples to come and in the end gave them the Great       
Commission which simply said to go. Even here we see Emmanuel as Jesus told the disciples first to: “follow Me,” and 
then later: “I am with you always.” 

The pattern is the same today. I remember the teachers & Pastors God put in my path as preparation for the day when 
I received the call to come and follow Jesus. Following Jesus’ example I followed through baptism, through learning 
about Jesus. I learned to truly follow Him, but soon thereafter I realized the commission put on my life to go for Him 
too. 

Who has been God’s preparation for you? Have you accepted the call to come to Him? Have you followed Him through 
baptism? Are you ready to go and share the testimony of all He’s done? Berea only celebrated 1 baptism in 2020, will 
we allow a Pandemic to show God’s work in 2021? 

January 3 - Baptist Faith & Message - Baptism - Mark 1:1-11 

January 10 - Boast in the Lord - 2 Corinthians 10 

This entire service was dedicated to worship, but focused clearly 
on current events and our nation’s recent struggles. We prayed, 
we sang, we looked deep into His word. I would encourage you to 
read Daniel’s prayer in Daniel 9. Read Psalm 130. Find hope in 
Jesus’ words in Matthew 24:4-14. If you’re able, I would also    
encourage you to watch and worship through the service via our 
Facebook page or Website.  

Paul was at odds with the Corinthians. They thought he was a  
bully who was weak in person. He knew better. He loved them 
and wanted to see them flourish to God’s glory. His commitment 

to them was to disagree with humility. God is the One who can demolish the strongholds of our times. All the weapons 
of our warfare (yes Paul does use such militaristic language) are through Him. We speak, we pray… God works! Paul 
even affirms that he takes every thought captive, not all of them are worthy of action… we should do likewise. 

Many Corinthians measured their faithfulness against themselves, or their neighbors. They diagnosed themselves 
faithful as compared to themselves. Paul made it clear that God is our only measuring stick. His glory must be our goal. 
Life is not about our own comfort, but about accomplishing His will, for His glory. 

Therefore, our only boast must be in Him. Our only pride must be in Him. How much do you brag on God in regular 
conversation? On Social Media? Have you been measured lately? 

Let’s all commit today to use every platform, Social Media account, acquaintance and conversation to brag on God’s 
goodness! Let’s boast in Him everyday, as we see His glory shine even brighter in our city, country and world. “So let 
those who boast, boast in the Lord” (2 Corinthians 10:17). 
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Ramny & Dayami Perez – The Bronx, New York 

The Bronx is one of the five boroughs in New York City, and 
nearly 1.5 million people live there. A highly diverse city, a    
person will hear dozens of languages and smell an array of 
foods that originate from all over the world. And while        
Fordham Road is the third largest shopping district in the city, 
many of the neighborhoods encounter severe financial needs, 
and the diversity creates a people who are open to spirituality 
but not open to submitting to Jesus. 

Ramny and Dayami Perez have started a church in this       
neighborhood. Only about 3 percent of the community identify 
as evangelical. Many residents dabble in other forms of        

spirituality, and Ramny often has to help them navigate these issues as he shares the Gospel and disciples believers. 

THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM is the financial fuel for reaching every person for Jesus Christ in every town, every city, 
every state, and every nation. Your support through the Cooperative Program helps missionaries like Ramny and   
Dayami as they start churches in culturally complex communities like the Bronx. 

PRAY doors continue to open for the Perezes and that they see Gospel-proclaiming churches multiply to reach the  
millions of people who need to turn to Jesus Christ. 

Carlton and Cornelia Walker, IMB missionaries, have devoted 
their lives to telling Japanese people about God’s love for them. 

Japanese culture is one where people have a deep                   
understanding of duty and obligation, thereby overriding       
personal opinions and feelings; so choosing to follow Jesus, not 
out of a sense of duty but because of a change of heart in      
response to the grace and mercy of God, is difficult. This is why 
when they share the Gospel, they speak of the amazing        
freedom, the no-strings-attached acceptance, and the            
unconditional love that Christ provides. Their desire is that this 
country which values obligation and duty will soon come to 
Christ in record numbers. 

THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM is the financial fuel for reaching every person for Jesus Christ in every town, every city, 
every state, and every nation. Your support through the Cooperative Program allows the Walkers the opportunity to 
voice the Good News of the Gospel in a culture that struggles with layers of duty, obligation, responsibility, and      
pressure to conform. 

PRAY as the Walkers share the Gospel in Japan, people will come to a realization that they don’t need to earn God’s 
love and will commit their lives to Christ. 

Carlton & Cornelia Walker – Japan 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

Edward & Jean Cartwright celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary on January 7th. Help 
them celebrate with a call. (252) 338-8781 

Edward & Jean 
Happy Anniversary 
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Explore the Bible January 3 (Focal Passage:  Luke 2:41-52) 
There is a lot competing for our attention. Everything from daily chores to job duties to social        
obligations fight for dominance on our to-do list. With limited time, we’re forced to decide what is 
most important in our lives. 

Luke says something meaningful about Jesus’ priorities. A brief snapshot into Jesus’ childhood tells the story of Jesus' trip to the 
temple in Jerusalem with his family. After the Passover festival ended, the family departed for home. The only problem was, Jesus 
was missing. 

Eventually Mary and Joseph found Jesus back at the temple in Jerusalem. With an understandable sense of frustration, Mary said 
to Jesus, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for You” (v. 48). To which Jesus 
replied, “Didn’t you know that is was necessary for Me to be in my Father’s house?” (v. 49). 

Jesus, holy and perfect, was not disobeying Mary or trying to cause her panic. Far from being disobedient, Jesus was displaying an 
act of perfect obedience to the will of His heavenly Father. He prioritized the will of God. 

Setting priorities is challenging. In a world constantly vying for our attention we can easily be distracted by the next “urgent”     
situation that comes our way. As followers of Christ, we need a clear understanding of our priorities. 

As William Law once said, “If you have not chosen the Kingdom of God first, it will in the end make no difference what you have 
chosen instead.” 

Bible Studies For Life January 10 (Focal Passage:  Psalm 31:1-8) 
Has a memory ever brought about sadness for you? Was there something you hoped to accomplish that hasn’t 
worked out? 

Have you ever missed someone so much that you were overcome by depression? We probably all have. There 
is a difference between moments of depression and clinical depression. The need for medication or other 
forms of treatment do not signal a lack of trust in God. However, whenever we feel down, God can lift us up. 

Feelings of sadness can be sudden and seem difficult to manage. They are inevitable, and there will be times in our lives when we 
simply feel down. But God wants to hear all about it. We gain nothing in trying to keep our concerns from Him. He knows our  
emotions run deep – He created us that way – but He wants us to bring our troubles to Him because He cares for us (1Peter 5:6-7). 

God is strong enough to shoulder our burdens, and He promises to give us rest as we endure sadness. His Word says, “Come to 
Me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take up My yoke and learn from Me, because I am lowly and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 

Though sorrow can be heavy, God will see us through. He does not dismiss our sadness, Rather, He reminds us of His character and 
promises. God sees our afflictions, yet does not forsake us. Even in misery, we can rejoice in God’s steadfast love. 

Sunday School Recaps 


