BereaOne
Life
Musings
“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look,
new things have come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17

A New Year can be a time for New Beginnings. Many of us will make resolutions.
Most of us will break those resolutions before the next issue of this newsletter
hits our mailboxes.
There’s something about the calendar turning that gives us pause to reflect upon
the year gone by and the one to come. As we struggle to remember to write an 8
at the end of the 201- instead of a 7, we consider other things that for us remain
a struggle.
Bringing us to the flaw of our resolution plans. It’s the flaw of the ol’ American
Dream of picking ourselves up by our bootstraps (who has even had a
bootstrap?) and making a better life for ourselves and future for our kids.
The American Dream is completely me focused. It doesn’t leave any room at all
for God’s guidance and the Holy Spirit’s leadership in our “self-help.”
If we are in Christ those things have passed away. They’re gone. History. Adios.
Sayonara. All that remains are the New Things.
And still we struggle. We search for bootstraps so we can overcome challenges.
We try to do it all ourselves. All because we take back control of our lives.
Right when we should relinquish control to the Spirit’s guidance we take it back.
Right when the Spirit could make clear the victory already real in our lives, we
don’t let Him.

If there’s a resolution to make this year it’s this. Surrender complete control of
your life to the Spirit. Let Him bring the New Things. Follow Him completely. Give
up, so He can show you His victory!
That’s a resolution worth making, one you can keep. One that will lead you closer
to the Father and to His family of believers. See you soon.
Love You All, Jason
P. S. I want to offer a blanket word of thanks, because surely I would miss
someone if I attempted to be more specific, to all who have made this Christmas
Season so special for us. Thank You for all of the cards, parties, baked goods, gifts
for our children, generosity toward me & Chellie and everything else our church
family has done to remind us how special a place Berea is… Thank You!
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Aren’t two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one
of them falls to the ground without your Father’s
consent. Don’t be afraid therefore; you are worth
more than many sparrows.
Matthew 10: 29, 31

A Special Praise
If you were not at Bible Study on Wednesday night (12/13) you missed a treat.
At the end of Adult Bible Study, the Children and Youth with Adult Leaders
joined us in the sanctuary. Pastor Jason had acknowledged on other occasions
how many Youth and Children were attending on Wednesday night. Sometimes
when we hear a number it doesn’t have the impact on us that actually seeing
that number would. Wednesday night, we felt the full impact of that number
when 78 Children, Youth and Leaders joined us in the sanctuary. With the
twenty something adults already in there, we had close to a hundred people.
That’s as many or more than we have on Sunday morning. That’s awesome!!!
How does this happen?
First “we have to give God all the glory.”
Second, we have to thank Pastor Jason for his commitment and support, Pastor
Charlie and Jessica for their commitment, vision and dedicated hours of service
and work, the Adult Leaders of each group for their time and effort to make the
various programs work, Parents for bringing their kids and the Church for
providing support and a place for worship.
Rewards
When a child comes forward like Jayden did on Wednesday night and asks
Jesus to come into his heart and wants to follow through with Baptism, that’s
the reward and that makes it all worth while.
Background
Some of these youth and children may not be from our church. Some come
because of the Awana program, some because of our Basketball program,
some are being picked up by Pastor Charlie on the van. Regardless of the
circumstances, when they come on Wednesday night, they are exposed to a
Christian environment and Bible study. After that, we trust in God through the
Holy Spirit to work in each individual’s life.
If you don’t attend Bible Study on Wednesday night, we’d like to invite you to
join us. If you want to work with the kids or youth, opportunities are available
also. See Pastor Charlie or Jessica. They will find a place for you.
Thanks to all who makes this possible and above all thank God for His goodness
and mercy.
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Fahey Harrell
Deacon Chairman

Welcome to The Family
We are beyond excited to welcome so many this month into our church family.
More importantly, though, we rejoice with the heavens in welcoming new
members into our heavenly family as they share with us their Professions of
Faith and desire to follow Jesus in Baptism!
First we welcome: Jayden Bradshaw
Jayden has been a part of our Basketball and AWANA Ministries for the past 3
years, and those who have worked with him have enjoyed watching him grow
in his skills and in his faith. We look forward to many more opportunities to
continue to see him develop into a Godly young man.
Second we welcome: Samuel Wise
Sammy is new to the Family of God, but certainly not to our family here at
Berea. We have watched him learn and grow over the last 4 years that he and
his family have been a part of our church. We are so proud of his decision to
follow God and look forward to continuing to watch him grow in “wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and man.” (Luke 2:52)
Third we welcome: The Tenny Family
The Tenny’s have been joining us for some time now and we are overjoyed that
they have become members here at Berea! Ross and Charlene come by
transfer of letter from another church. We look forward to working side by side
with them and sharing in ministry together. James, Jeremiah, Joshua, Joel and
Jezreel came to share publicly their Professions of Faith and desire to be
Baptized. We celebrate their decision and wait with anticipation to see how
God will use them. Judah, Jared, Josiah, Jubilee and Jade round out this very
large addition to our congregation. We look forward to working with them and
watching them discover how much both God and this church family loves
them!
Finally we welcome: The Smith Family
The Smith’s have been with us for quite some time. At Walton’s invitation, Gary
and Ronald “Beau” have been serving with our Handyman ministry. We are
looking forward to seeing what other ways God continues to use the family as
they grow with us. Mechell and Beau come by transfer of letter from other
churches and Gary & Samantha come requesting baptism.
If you see any of these 18 individuals, please take a moment to welcome them
and encourage them in their spiritual walk.

Greetings from Haiti
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Lottie Moon Tree-o-Meter
Our Goal: $3.000.00
Received to Date: $2,822.45

Each green tree represents $100 received.
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Students, You Can Serve Now…
Here’s Where:
⛄

Children’s Church/Awana
Talk to Mrs. Jessica for
Opportunities with our Cubbies/
Children’s Church

⛄

Puppet Ministry
Meets Tuesday Nights @ 5:15, for
more information talk to Mrs.
Kathy

Youth Christmas Party Fun

ARE YOU READY!? It’s hard to imagine with the
temperature steadily dropping and the season for
snow upon us that we could possibly be talking about
Summer! The fact is that Summer will be here before
you know it, and with it, comes our Summer Mission
Trip.
For the third year in a row our students will return to
Philadelphia, PA to serve along with World Changers,
a ministry of LifeWay. Students will be returning to
some familiar sites such as the Salvation Army, Helping Hands Ministry and
many other local churches and communities. Together with local pastors and
students from up and down the East Coast, we will be working to repair homes
and churches but more importantly using our service as a vehicle to share the
love of Jesus and the saving power of the Gospel.
Here’s what we need from you. First, we need you to earnestly seek the Lord in
prayer. We need you to pray that God will open the hearts of our students and
begin preparing them to go and serve the Lord in Philadelphia. Many have
already committed to returning and we are looking to finalize our team by late
March. Second, we will most certainly need your financial support. It is no
secret that Mission Trips of this scale are expensive, and a year ago we took 14
people to Philadelphia at a cost that surpassed $5,000. This year we are hoping
to take more students so that we are able to make an even greater impact on
Philadelphia and not only are we seeking to change lives in Philadelphia, but we
are also seeking to see our Students develop a love and passion for Missions
and serving the Lord through their experience. Currently we are still running
our fundraiser to give the gift of Missions (you can find it on the bulletin board
right outside the nursery), and we will have several more opportunities in the
coming months.

Upcoming Youth Opportunities:
⛄

LunchTIME for Berea Baptist Church
Homeschool Students
January 26 @ 10:45am (meet @
the church to deliver Meals on
Wheels locally with lunch to
follow)

⛄

Sunday Morning Breakfast provided
by Youth & EDGE Sunday School
(Be in the Kitchen by 8:30am)
February 11
April 8

⛄

Berea’s All Sports Day featuring
Team Berea (7th-9th) & Norfolk
Admrials Hockey
February 17 (Leaving the church
@ 3pm, Returning @ 11pm)
Cost: $18 Includes hockey ticket,
transportation and dinner @ Taco
Bell.

⛄

World Changers
June 23-30 Philadelphia, PA
$350 total, $75 deposit due by
March 4

⛄

Sunday Morning
10:00am – 11:00am

Bible

Study

⛄

Wednesday Night
6:30pm – 8:00pm

Bible

Study

For Students and Families, here’s some details to get you started

Date: June 23-30
Cost: $350
Deposit: $75 due by March 4 in order to secure your spot on the team.
Who Can Attend? Students currently in the 7th Grade and above.
Information Meeting: January 28 immediately following the morning
service, for anyone interested.
I look forward to preparing the way for World Changers 2018 and hope that
you will join us to make this an eternity changing experience for our Students
and those we will minister to.
Berea Students! Berea’s All Sports Day is coming in February! See Details in the
margin!

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile
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January’s Ministry Opportunities
Baptist Men’s Breakfast:
Sunday, January 7 @ 7:30am
Matt Thomas from Camp Cale will be our
guest speaker.

Sundays
⛄
9:20am Breakfast
⛄
10:00am Sunday School
⛄
11:00am Worship
⛄
5:00pm Chancel Choir
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays
⛄
10:00am Open Exercise
January 18 at 1:00pm
⛄
6:00pm LADS Practice (Mon.) Old Fellowship Hall
Tuesdays
⛄
5:15pm Puppets
⛄
7:00pm 7th-9th Boys Practice
Women on Missions
Wednesdays
⛄
6:30pm Children/Youth
Monthly Meeting:
⛄
7:00pm Bible Study
Tuesday, January 16 @ 7:00pm
⛄
8:00pm HS Boys Practice
Old Fellowship Hall
Thursdays
th th
⛄
6:00pm 4 -6 Boys Practice
⛄
7:00pm Zumba
Congratulations ladies! We have completed 50 Scarves for
⛄
7:30pm HS Boys Practice
the Homeless. They will be placed at the Waterfront soon.

Next Meeting: January 22 @ 7:00pm
NEW YEAR’S DAY
1/1 (Office Closed)
Church Council
1/2 @ 7:00pm
Baptist Men’s Breakfast
1/7 @ 7:30am
Deacon’s Meeting
1/8 @ 7:00pm
Home Basketball Games
1/13 @ 12:00pm
Business Meeting
1/14 @ 12:15pm
Agape WOM
1/16 @ 7:00pm
Senior Ministry
1/18 @ 1:00pm
1 Stitch @ a Time
1/22 @ 7:00pm
Building & Grounds
1/25 @ 7:00pm
Youth “LunchTIME”
1/26 @ 10:45am
BASKETBALL FUNDRAISER
1/27 @ 9:0Oam
Home Basketball Games
1/27 @ 12:00pm

⛄
⛄
⛄
⛄
⛄
⛄
⛄
⛄
⛄
⛄
⛄
⛄
⛄
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Bring your “Thinking Caps” and any easy/medium difficulty
patterns that you think might be a good idea for our next
project!

STITCH

at a

TIME

TUESDSAY

January 2 @ 7:00pm

January 14 @ 12:15pm

January Basketball Schedule
January 6 @ Corinth Baptist Church
1:00pm LADS vs. Sawyers Creek
2:00pm 4th- 6th vs. Sawyers Creek
3:00pm 7th- 9th vs. Gatesville
6:00pm High School vs. Corinth
January 13 @ Berea
12:00pm LADS vs. Corinth Red
2:00pm 4th- 6th vs. Corinth
3:00pm 7th- 9th vs. Ramoth Gilead
4:30pm High School vs. Corinth
January 20 @ Corinth Baptist Church
4:00pm 7th- 9th vs. Hertford

January 27 @ Berea (FUNDRAISER)
12:00pm LADS vs. Corinth White
2:00pm 4th- 6th vs. Gatesville
4:00pm 7th- 9th vs. Gatesville
5:30pm High School vs. Sandy Cross

Sanctuary Flowers
January 7
January 14
January 21
January 28

In memory of Ernest & Julia Doxey and my daughter, Pam
Stone by Barbara Doxey.
In memory of Jackie Sawyer Smith by Tommy Smith &
family.
In memory of John & Elizabeth Seymour, Mr. & Mrs. John
F. Cherry and Edward Cherry by Richard & Delores
Seymour.
In memory of Melvin & Bessie Sanders and Edna Bunch by
Edward & Becky Winslow.

Red Box Thank You!
A shoebox full of toiletries may seem like a little thing, but for many
incarcerated women it is the only Christmas gift they will receive. Every year,
Woman’s Missionary Union of NC works to prepare about 2,000 Red Boxes for
these women. This ministry requires the help of Baptist Associations, Churches
and Individuals across the state. This year our church helped by collecting bars
of soap to be placed in these boxes. The boxes will be delivered to the NC
Correctional Institute for Women in Raleigh. The following is a word from the
Adult Specialist for the WMU of NC.
“Thanks to all the churches and associations who donated items for the Red Box
Ministry to incarcerated women in North Carolina. Your donations provide
many women in prison the opportunity to have a special Christmas gift during
this most special and Holy season. It is incredible to think that this simple Red
Box filled with toiletry items, candy, gloves, socks, a Christmas tract, etc. can
mean so much to so many. Year after year I receive beautiful thank you notes
from the women in prison who receive a Red Box. This “gift” means so much to
them in a season when some of them have no one else who cares about
them...They cannot understand how people that don’t even know them would
take time from their busy schedules to think about them and send this gift to
them? For some the true reason for Christmas becomes real! From my heart to
yours, ‘thank you so much’ for sharing God’s love through a simple ‘Red Box!’”
~Margaret Harding

Thank You
Jason & Our Church Family,
Thank you for the cards, food and every expression of Love in the passing of my
father.
James & Ruth, Jamie, Susan, Caroline & Melissa Russell
I would like to thank the Sunday School classes and all of my friends for the
cards, calls, visits and prayers during my recent illness. I also appreciate Rev.
Wise’s calls and concern on behalf of the church. I will need your continued
prayers a while longer. Hopefully my strength and health will improve quickly.
With heartfelt gratitude,
Donna Pritchard

Contact the church office with your prayer requests.
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Let’s celebrate together

Brittany Givens
Garland Sanders
2 George Woods
3 Wyatt Dail
Charles & Alice Lewis
5 Lorelle Baum
8 Peggy McNaughton
Horace Pritchard
9 Jeremy Sutton
10 Charles Watts
Charles & Diane Watts
11 Greg Newell

13 Samantha Smith
Cherish van Valkenburg
14 Edith Kelsick
15 Marie Long
16 Virgil Turner
17 Margaret Mickey
18 Jeremiah Tenny
19 Jacob Dail
Steve Durham
Ike Harris
22 Archie Woodworth
28 Brandon Weatherford
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