
 

 

 

       

  

 

  

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD.’” Psalm 122:1  

Christmastime is always a joyous time. But this year seemed even more festive since 
Christmas was on Sunday. Yes, it makes for an even busier season. Yes, it plugs in an 
“extra” service to prepare for, but on the other hand… I wish Christmas was on Sunday 
every year.  

Our family, like many, has the tradition of reading Luke 2:1 -20 on Christmas morning     
BEFORE anyone is allowed to open their presents. Typically it is a half -awake reading, 
with anxious children fidgeting & coffee brewing in the background. I’m not sure if anyone 
has learned a thing during those brief moments, but isn’t it our duty…like offering the 
blessing before a meal…to give a tip of the hat to God before devouring His blessings?  

Having Christmas on Sunday this year gave us time to really hear the Christmas story. To 
listen to the various passages and dive into the story deeper than we have in a while (2011 
was the last time Christmas was on Sunday). I hope we were listening to hear that God Is 
With Us! 

In all other religions (and even some misinterpretations of Christianity) the worshiper 
must make amends with god, attempting to please the vengeful deity. All but the True 
Faith that is. The One True God was willing to come to us to offer salvation, realizing we 
could not accomplish this on our own.  

This year we came into “the house of the LORD” on His birthday and it was wonderful! Now 
we press on to a New Year of worship, celebration and the spread of God’s Good News.  

Will you continue to rejoice with me as we enter His house? Don’t wait for Christmas to 
come on Sunday again (2022), I look forward to seeing you This Sunday!  

Love You All, Jason 

P. S. I want to offer a blanket word of thanks, because surely I would miss someone if I  
attempted to be more specific, to all who have made this Christmas Season so special for 
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University. I spend most of my time there recruiting players for future teams while   

coaching up my current players for the season at hand. However this past Christmas our 

team decided to use our position and the platform of basketball to help a couple of families 

have a Christmas. The long and short of it is that they raised over $550 dollars and were able to provide 

gifts for 12 children, and a Christmas meal for 2 families. It was a tremendous effort by our team and 

one that I give them full credit for, they raised the money, they purchased the gifts and food, and they 

more than any of that were able to make an impact for the kingdom by sharing Christ’s love. 

Here’s how this applies to us as Bereans. While you may not be a basketball player or a coach, you are  

in whatever position God has placed you. You may work in an office or eat in the same restaurant  every 

week. You may go to the gym or regularly spend time at the library, or perhaps you are a social butterfly 

going here and there and everywhere. Whatever the case may be, God has given you a platform. A place 

from which you can make a difference in people’s lives, where you, and perhaps you alone, have the op-

portunity to connect to people. 

Maybe it’s an encouraging card, an uplifting text message, help with a simple project, or just a few     

moments in prayer. Here’s my challenge: find a way to make a difference in someone’s life today, and 

tomorrow, and every day to follow. As we enter into this New Year, find a way to fulfill your Mission as a 

child of God and share the love of Jesus Christ from whatever place God has you. My final challenge to 

you is to “STOP!” Stop with excuses and reasons for why you can’t or don’t fulfill your Mission and look 

for ways no matter where you are and just do it. God has called each of us to make a difference through 

sharing the Gospel, so it’s time for us to get up and get to it! 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Ministry Opportunities:   

 Nursery Workers for Wednesday Nights, Adults willing to listening to Awana clubbers recite 

memory verses  and complete sections in their handbooks (6:30-7), volunteers for Sparks, Cubbies 

and T&T. 

 Snacks – Gold Fish, Pre-packaged Jell-O Cups, String Cheese, Oatmeal Crème Pies, Pretzels,  

Capri Sun Juice – Grape, Cherry, or lemonade, and Grape or Apple Juicy Juice boxes. 

 Items for the Awana Store including School Supplies, Winter Hats/Gloves, anything Pokémon 

(cards, clothing, toys, etc.), small bottles of hand sanitizer and lotion from Bath and Body Works 

for girls, action figures, Barbie’s, Shopkins, etc. Just a few ideas for you to work with!    

Upcoming Youth Opportunities: 

 Sunday Night Live @ Mid-Atlantic Christian University 

  January 15 from 4:15-7:15 featuring former NFL Kicker David Ackers 

 Lunchtime with Berea Homeschool Students 

  January 19 @ 11:30 (meet @ the Church, bring $5 for lunch) 

 Sunday Morning Breakfast provided by Youth & Edge Sunday School 

  February 12 

  April 9 

 Sunday Morning Bible Study @ 10:00am-11:00am 



Luke 5:31-32 - Jesus replied to them, “The healthy don’t 

need a doctor, but the sick do. I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

Wilton, Bill, Steve, Frank, Doug P., Doug R., Mark, Walton 

*Our next meeting will be Monday, January 9 at 7:00pm 

To the members of Berea Baptist Church, 

Thank you for your concern during my surgery and recovery. Thank 

you for the cards, phone calls, and most of ALL the prayers. I know 

the prayers have worked and are still working. I would also like to 

thank Jason for his visits and special prayers. I would like to thank 

my Sunday School class—“Bethany Bible Class”— for their concern 

and their prayers. It’s good to be back with them again and with the whole church. I will 

continue to pray for all of you and would ask that you continue your prayers for me. 

In Christ, Delores Seymour 

Berea Church Family, 

Thank you for the meat & cheese sandwich platter that was brought to the house when Mom 

died. We really appreciated your thoughtfulness. Berea has always been our church family. My 

dad went there all his life & my mom for seventy years. It has meant a lot to our family. 

Warm Regards, The Barbara Davis Family 

I would like to thank everyone for the cards, visits, thoughts & prayers during my hospital stay 

& recovery. Your support meant a lot to me and my family. Even though I no longer live in the 

immediate area, the memories and the relationships formed during my time at Berea are 

dear to my heart.             Thank you, Eddie Cartwright & Family 

Thank you so much for your contribution to the dream hunt program. I had an excellent 

time & really enjoyed the meal at your church. I will never forget the experience! 

Love, Evan Conway 

Thank you so much for supporting the Dream Hunting & Fishing Program by assisting with 

the dinner on Friday night, November 19. Our son had a wonderful hunting trip. Jaylen & 

our family enjoyed our time spent with wonderful people like you. Please pray for Jaylen’s 

healing of Juvenile Batten Disease & follow him on Facebook on Jaylen’s Journey. 

God Bless You Always, Eric, Kelley, Erica & Jaylen Stanley 

Agape Women on Missions, 

Thank you so much for the generous donations of medical supplies for our mission trip to Hai-

ti. We really appreciate your love and support! God is the great Physician, but we all are his 

hands & feet.         Love, Susan, Cheryl, Sheila & Wilma 

Thank you so much for the outpouring of love towards our family this year. Whether you gave 

us a monetary gift, a gift basket, gifts for our children, delicious goodies, or volunteered your 

time to spend it with our family; we want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts! We are 



and follow God’s command to reach a lost 
and dying world? Agape may just be the 
right place for you! We meet monthly for 
fellowship and a program about various 
topics related to missions. We  also aid in 
ministry projects within Elizabeth City and 
abroad. 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, January 
17 at 7:00pm.  Please pray about joining 
us. We would love to have you become a 
part of our group! 

Berea Baptist Basketball Ministry 
Our basketball ministry is well underway! The mission statement put out by the Chowan Baptist Association Sports 
Ministry  Team  states  that,  “(The)  Ministry  is  designed  to  provide  activities  to  assist  churches  in  promoting 
Christian fellowship and spiritual growth for children, youth, and adults. The program’s goal is to use sports as a 
means of reaching people for Jesus Christ and helping them (and their families) to get involved with the local 
church and its ministries. It is the prayerful desire of the Sports Ministry Team that through sports, these activities 
will promote Christian fellowship and the spiritual growth of children, youth and adults from all participating 
churches.” We wanted to update you on how our church is striving to fulfill this mission statement. Our season is 
well underway with four teams representing us. 

   Lads (K-3rd grade boys and girls) 

   11 players 

   Head Coach: Jason Wise 

   Assistant Coach: Richard Martin 

  4th-6th grade boys 

   12 players 

   Head Coach: Jason Wise 

   Assistant Coach: Greg Brown 

  7th-9th grade boys 

   12 players 

   Head Coach: Richard Martin 

   Assistant Coach: Cody Hudson 

  10th-12th grade boys 

   12 players 

   Head Coach: Chris Vallas 

   Assistant Coaches: Riley Hudson & Cameron Quigley 

  35 total families with 47 players that we can encourage and challenge in their respective walks 

with God! What are you doing for your part in this ministry? 

January Schedule 
January 7 @ Corinth Baptist Church (1:00pm~Lads,  3:00pm~Younger Boys) 
  @ Ramoth Gilead (3:30pm~Older Boys) 
  @ Perquimans County Recreation Center (4:30pm~High School Boys) 
January 14 @ Berea (12:00pm~Lads; 1:00pm~Younger Boys; 2:00pm~Older Boys; 3:30pm~High School Boys) 



January 19 @ 1:00pm in the Old Fellowship Hall. 

Our monthly church council meeting will be 

Monday, January 2 at 7:00pm 

Per our bylaws: “The Church Council consists 
of the Pastor, other ministerial staff, Chairman 
of Deacons and the Chairpersons/Directors of 
all  committees  and  organizations.”  We  look 
forward to seeing you at our next meeting! 

Prayer Request Cards are available 

in the pew racks and the Prayer     

Request List is in the Parlor. 

Welcome to our 
We are so pleased to welcome our newest member of Berea Baptist 

Church: 

Miranda Sutton 

Miranda and her husband, Jeremy have two children as well. Cole, 

age 7 and Hailey, age 4. Please take a moment to get to know our 

newest family members and make them feel welcome! 

January Sanctuary Flowers 

January 1 In memory of our parents by Doug & Lois Rogerson. 

January 8 In  memory  of  Ernest  &  Julia  Doxey  and  my  daughter  Pam  Stone  by 

Barbara Doxey. 

January 15 In memory of Jackie Sawyer Smith by Tommy Smith. 

January 22 In memory of Elizabeth Seymour & Mr. & Mrs. John F. Cherry by Richard 

& Delores Seymour. 



Elizabeth City, NC  27909 

   1 Brittany Givens 

   Garland Sanders 

   2 George Woods 

   3 Wyatt Dail 

   Charles & Alice Lewis 

   5 Lorelle Baum 

   8 Peggy McNaughton 

   Horace Pritchard 

   9 Jeremy Sutton 

  10 Charles Watts 

   Charles & Diane Watts 

  11 Greg Newell 

 

 

 

 12 Peggy Simmons 

 13 Cherish Lambert 

 14 Edith Kelsick 

 15 Marie Long 

 16 Virgil Turner 

 17 Margaret Mickey 

 19 Jacob Dail 

  Steve Durham 

  Ike Harris 

 22 Archie Woodworth 

 28 Brandon Weatherford 

January Anniversaries and Birthdays 

Find us in the Web…   www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On …            facebook.com/bereaone.org 

      facebook.com/bereastudentministry 

Email Us…     office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us…    252-338-8128 

 


