
 

Inside this issue: 

❅ Sunday School Recaps 
❅ Sermon Recaps 
❅ Handymen Reaches 800! 
❅ Awana Gives Back 

Weekly Activities: 
Sundays 
❅ 10:00am Sunday School 
❅ 11:00am Sunday Worship 
❅ 6:30pm Youth @ Troxell’s 

Wednesdays 
❅ 6:00pm Adult Bible Study* 
❅ 6:30pm Awana 

*Adult Bible Studies are done via 
FacebookLIVE. 

January @ a Glance: 
❅ Deacons Meeting 
 1/11 @ 7:00pm 
❅ Newsletter Deadline 
 1/19 @ 9:00am 
❅ Baptist Men’s Sunday 
 1/24 @ 11:00am 
❅ Church Council 

1/24 @ 12:15pm 

BereaOne 
Life 

Happy New Year! 

We have finally bid “good riddance” to 2020, but I’m not sure much has changed, 
other than that single digit. My first clue was when I put a line in Sunday’s “Order of 
Worship” for Charlie to give a “Welcome, Announcements, Invocation.” I felt       
obligated to quickly follow with: “there are no announcements, except Awana.” 

At the end of 2020 it seems we stubbornly continued with a flurry (mild compared 
to other years) of activities, but those have now passed. It’s January and there are 
no choir rehearsals, weddings, baptisms or in person Sunday school classes on the 
agenda (these are class-by-class so check with your teachers). 

So how do we begin 2021? We begin with a renewed focus on our own personal 
spirituality. Read your Bibles, pray, find devotionals for added encouragement (our 
FB page will be posting daily links to Oswald Chambers’ “My Utmost for His       
Highest,” which includes a “Read the Bible in a Year” reading plan). 

We begin the New Year in anticipation of softened restrictions, fewer positive 
COVID tests and a release to be the Church in ways we have grown accustomed to. 

We need to sit back and truly learn the lessons of 2020. God’s family does not     
require a sanctuary. God’s family needs fellowship, but when our hands are tied, we 
can reach out through very creative means. God’s family needs to figure out how to 
get back to the mission of seeing lost souls’ lives transformed by His salvation.  

We need to dive deeper into our faith, develop a greater understanding of our    
beliefs and prepare for a world that will become increasingly post-Christian. We 
must be ready to stand up for how God made the world and for the truth that there 
is only One Savior, Jesus Christ.  

I do not believe 2021 will live up to the expectations we have put on it, but I do  
believe that if we each take ownership of our faith journey and rededicate           
ourselves to staying close to the Word we will grow even through hardship. 

I look forward to walking with you on this bumpy path knowing that most growth 
happens in the valley. 

Love You all, 
Jason 

Musings 
January 
2021 
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In our backyard we have a good size fence               
surrounding our chickens to protect them from the 
animals that roam our neighborhood. To my surprise I 
recently pulled into our driveway and watched one of 
my young hens merrily peck around the yard on the 
wrong side of that fence. I waited until after dark, 
because chickens are docile and easy to catch at 
night, and grabbed my flashlight to try to avoid the 
mud in the yard as I set out to retrieve my wayward 
hen. Most of my time, however, was spent with the 

flashlight off and in my pocket as I tried to sneak up on the chickens,        
rendering it fairly useless and my shoes more than a little muddy. 

The old familiar passage in Psalm 119:105 likens God's Word to a flashlight 
when it says, "Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path." Daily life 
is unfortunately much like walking across a muddy yard in the dark. We slip, 
we fall, and oftentimes we find ourselves stuck in the muck and mire that 
surrounds us with no clear path to safety. Life can be every bit as dirty and 
messy as that rain soaked yard. However, there is a way to navigate through 
it and that's by simply turning on the light, or to be more clear, opening up 
God's Word.   

Let's take it one more step though, because it's not as easy as flipping a 
switch or pushing a button. You see when it comes to God's Word we must 
have the light, and USE the light. Simply knowing it or carrying it around is 
no longer enough. We must put God's Word to use to navigate through the 
muddy mess that is this world and, more than that, use that light to          
illuminate the One who can help to pick others up out of the very mud we 
were once stuck in.   

So how about you? Are you content to hear the Word but never use it? Has 
God's Word become useless like that flashlight in my pocket on a dark 
night? Challenge yourself to put the light to use. Take something from every 
sermon you hear and devotion you read, that can illuminate your path and 
help others around you see our Heavenly Father more clearly. 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

AWANA GIVES BACK!! 

Can Food Drive:  Awana families 
brought in 76 cans and pantry 
staples to supply 2 food baskets 
for Christmas for two families in 
need. Baskets also had turkeys 
that were donated. 

Pictures from the Annual Awana Christmas Store. This gives an opportunity each year for Clubbers to 
use the shares they earn from learning verses to buy Christmas presents for family and friends. It is one 
of their favorite nights of the year!! 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

Have You ever asked God for something that He didn't give you? 
God promises to give only what is good for you and no less.       
The Lord loves you with an affection beyond imagination, and He 
fashioned every intricate fiber of your being. He knows exactly 
what you need and what blessings would benefit you. 

"The Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, 
and His truth endures to all generations." 

Psalm 100:5 

This ramp was moved from its former 
location and placed here for Mrs. Betty 
Blandy. It fit pretty well and did not cost 
Mrs. Blandy any out of pocket money  

Handyman Ministry 

This was a repair to an existing ramp for 
Vivian Williamson, an elderly woman 
who lives alone. The existing ramp was 
rotten and unsafe for her. We replaced 
the structural members and the plywood 
decking with decking boards. 

Offerings can continue to be mailed to the Church/Treasurer, dropped off to the 
church during office hours or brought to Worship in the gym. Thank you for your 
continued financial faithfulness!! 

December 6, 2020 
General $6,310.00 
Basketball 400.00 
Handyman 250.00 
Lottie Moon 890.00 
Awana 20.00 
Sunday School 25.00 
Memorial*      50.00 
TOTAL $7,945.00 

*Memorial given to the 
Youth Mission Fund in 
memory of Scott Cauley. 

December 13, 2020 
General $4,018.00 
Lottie Moon 2,505.00 
Youth Carwash 120.00 
Memorial*         30.00 
TOTAL $6,673.00 

*Memorial given to the Youth 
Mission Fund in memory of 
Scott Cauley. 

December 20, 2020 
General $3,390.00 
Lottie Moon 1,120.00 
Awana 25.00 
Insurance Claim* 7,373.99 
TOTAL $11,908.99 

*Insurance Claim will be placed 
in the General Fund and         
are monies received due to 
damages from lightening strike. 

December Financials  

December 27, 2020 
General $2,602.00 
Lottie Moon 300.00 
Security              250.00  
TOTAL $3,152.00 

January 3, 2021 
General $4,316.00 
Bap. Child. Home 250.00 
Annie Armstrong 50.00 
Basketball 400.00 
Puppet Team        25.00 
TOTAL $5,041.00 

800th Ramp Completed!! 



 

Sunday School Recap 
Explore the Bible – December 20 (Focal passage: Luke 2:4-19) 
In October 1864 the Confederate ship CSS Shenandoah was deployed to raid Union  
commerce ships in the Pacific Ocean. Under the command of Captain James Waddell, 
the Shenandoah made the months-long journey to the Bering Sea near Alaska. Upon 
arrival, the Shenandoah spent the entire summer of 1865 harassing whaling fleets. In 
total, they destroyed 32 ships and captured over 1,000 prisoners. 

By most accounts the mission seemed to be successful. The only problem was that the Confederacy had surrendered  
earlier that year. It wasn’t until a British ship captain revealed to Waddell and his crew the news of the Confederacy’s  
demise three months before. 

News of Jesus’ birth wasn’t slow to spread. Not long after the Messiah had been tightly swaddled and laid in a manger did 
the angels appear to frighten shepherds. 

Does your life look any different than it did before you heard this Good News? Do you still look with awe, as the          
shepherds did, at the coming of Christ? 

Or, like the crew of the Shenandoah, do you live as if the Good News of Jesus had never reached your ears? 

Sometimes our goals and worries look very similar to the world around us. As believers, our lives should look different 
because Jesus came. In spite of everything going on around us, we can have hope, like the shepherds, “glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had seen and heard” (Luke 2:20). 

Bible Studies for Life – November 29 (Focal passage: Romans 10:9-17 ) 
As much as we may try to remain undisturbed, we are bound to get angry sooner or later. It is 
unavoidable. Both making someone angry and becoming angry are in our nature. It can be an  
indicator of hurt, grief or injustice. What we do with our anger, however, matters very much. 

God understands our anger. In fact, God gets angry too. But we must recognize that God is the 
only One who is perfectly just and vengeance belongs to Him. When we are angry, we can make 
our anger known to God. He cares for us, and He has promised to intervene on our behalf as He 
sees fit. Our role is to treat others with love and compassion and not respond to them in anger. Jesus teaches, “Love your 
enemies, do what is good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.” (Luke 6:27-
28). 

Throughout scripture, God teaches us how to respond to others when we are angry. “Friends, do not avenge yourselves: 
instead, leave room for God’s wrath...But if your enemy is hungry, feed him...Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil 
with good” (Romans 12:19-21). 

These things are often contrary to the way our anger desires us to respond when someone has offended us. When we try 
to avenge ourselves, we put ourselves in the place of God and make matters much worse for ourselves and others. 

We can rest assured that when we leave our anger in God’s hands, He will grant us peace, and He will understand and 
care for us. 4 

Samaritan’s Purse, a humanitarian group headquartered in Boone, N.C., erected a 30-bed emergency field  
hospital over the weekend in nearby Lenoir, N.C., to treat COVID-19 patients. A spokesperson for the            
organization said five local hospitals are “overwhelmed and at capacity as case numbers in the state continue 
to climb.” 

“This spike is expected to sustain or accelerate into February, and the additional resources the emergency field 
hospital will provide can help assure we can address the needs of all patients,” a spokesperson for Caldwell 
UNC Health Care told The News & Observer. 

The field hospital in Western North Carolina is the fourth temporary medical facility operated by Samaritan’s 
Purse in response to a COVID-19 pandemic that began in early 2020. Other locations included Italy, the        
Bahamas and New York City. 

“We have deployed Emergency Field Hospitals around the world in response to hurricanes, earthquakes, and 
disease,” said president Franklin Graham in a news release. “Now, it is needed in our backyard. We are grateful 
we can come alongside North Carolina hospitals in Jesus’ name to care for patients suffering from the         
coronavirus.” 

Confirmed daily cases of COVID-19 have surged in the past week, 
reaching a record of more than 9,500 cases across the state on Jan. 
1. Caldwell County, the location of the new field hospital, recorded 
more than 600  cases in the last seven days, according to North 
Carolina’s Department of Health & Human Services. 

Samaritan’s Purse Opens Field Hospital “In Our Own Back Yard” 



 

Join us for our 2021 Devotional. Readings will be available daily on our      
Facebook page or at Utmost.org. You will also find a “Read the Bible in a 
Year” reading plan. 

MY UTMOST 
FOR HIS HIGHEST 
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What I write here is simply a recap of the words spoken surrounding the 6 beautiful “noels” 
presented by the choir. If you have not taken the opportunity, I would encourage you to 
visit our Facebook page, scroll back to the Cantata’s post & enjoy the “noels” for yourself.  

Noel is a funny word. It’s simply the French word for Christmas, but it has also taken on, 
similar to the word “Carol,” the meaning of a joyful Christmas song. So it was on “the first 
Noel (Christmas) the angel did say… Noel (joyful song), Noel, Noel, Noel born is the King of 
Israel.” 

Do you remember Grover from Sesame Street? In his most memorable bit he comes close to 
the camera and declares: “Near.” Then he runs away and declares: “Far.” He does this    
repeatedly until he is utterly exhausted. It’s a simple lesson for children, but it can be tricky 
for adults. 

Sometimes we think we’re near to things that are actually far. We are not “all God’s        
children.” “I’m spiritual” is not enough. “I go to church,” doesn’t cut it. If we have not      
received what He has done for us, how far He came… for us… then we are actually far from 
Him. I pray you would come near today! 

As we’ve celebrated Christmas I pray we have been reminded that the holiday is not merely about time with family, big 
meals, gifts or even a baby in a manger… the heart of Christmas has a name. That name is Jesus. Jesus came to be our 
Savior, not merely a baby. Jesus came to give Himself for us. How far did He come? From heaven to earth, from a manger 
to a cross so that we could be near forever, completing the circle and coming from earth to our heavenly home. 

I want to again offer our thanks to the choir for their dedication to provide a Socially Distant Cantata that was able to 
speak deeply to our hearts as “We Sing Noel.” 

Sermon Recap: December 20 - Choir Cantata - “We Sing Noel” 

"As for you, because of the blood of My covenant with you, I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. Return to your 
fortress, you prisoners of hope; even now I announce that I will restore twice as much to you." Zechariah 9:11-12 (NIV) 

Without going into great detail I think we can all agree that 2020 was a rough year.  The unfortunate reality is that there is 
nothing that has happened in recent months that makes me believe that 2021 will be remarkably better anytime soon.   If 
we were to simply sit right there with those two thoughts we could make ourselves quite depressed.   The fact is, 2020 
was really nothing new.  Yes the bad took different unfamiliar forms like COVID, but the reality is that there are examples 
throughout history of bad years and even examples in scripture of the same.   

Our passage in Zechariah finds the Israelites in the midst of a long span of bad years as they've lost their homes, their 
land, and even seen the temple destroyed.  They now find themselves living in exile under the rule of the Babylonians and 
find their situation to be hopeless, like a prisoner in a waterless pit.  However, just as they reached that place of         
hopelessness, they saw a small group released to go home and rebuild the temple. Now they have hope in the promise 
that soon they too can return to their homes.  God has once again provided them a way out and promised to bless them 
and protect them.   

While this passage speaks directly to the Israelites in that day, we can take great comfort in knowing that just as God was 
their fortress, their place of safety when all seemed hopeless, God is still our refuge.  He was our refuge we could run to 
yesterday, He is today and He promises to be our refuge throughout the future.  He has sent hope into the world and that 
hope is Jesus (1 Timothy 1:1).  We have hope that is firm and strong to hold onto, and to run to no matter what comes 
our way in 2021.  We have a hope in Jesus that can redeem the hopeless in this world.    

Further reading:  Psalm 18:2, 46:1-3, 91:2 

Sermon Recap: December 27 - Zechariah 9:11-12 



 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Berea Baptist Church 

2033 North Road Street 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Find us on the Web: www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 
Facebook.com/bereabaptistchildrensministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 

1 Jayden Bradshaw 
 Brittany Givens 
 Garland Sanders 
3 Wyatt Dail 
5 Lorelle Baum 
6 Joel Tenny 
7 Betty Grant 
8 Peggy McNaughton 
9 Jeremy Sutton 
10 Charles Watts 
 Charles & Diane Watts 
11 Greg Newell 
13 Samantha Smith 

14 Edith Kelsick 
15 Mary Lu Elliot 
 Marie Long 
16 Virgil Turner 
17 Margaret Mickey 
18 Emily Spruill 
 Jeremiah Tenny 
19 Jacob Dail 
 Steve Durham 
 Ike Harris 
23 Bobbie Hanson 
28 Brandon Weatherford 

Let’s celebrate together 


