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Weekly Activities: 
Sundays 
ê 10:00am Sunday School 
ê   11:00am Sunday Worship 
ê     5:00pm Choir Rehearsal 
ê     6:30pm Youth Bible Study-FLC 
Tuesdays 
ê   6:00pm Puppets 
Wednesdays 
ê   11:00am Adult Bible Study 
ê   6:30pm Awana 

January @ a Glance: 
ê Deacons Mee ng 
         1/09 @ 7:00pm 
ê   Newsle er Deadline 
   1/23 @ 12:00pm 
ê Church Council Mee ng 
         1/22 @ 12:15pm 

BereaOne 
Life 

But many of the older priests, Levites and family heads, who had seen the first temple, wept 
loudly when they saw the founda on of this temple, but many others shouted joyfully. 

         Ezra 3:12 

Don’t say, “Why were the former days be er than these?” Since it is not wise of you to ask this. 
        Ecclesiastes 7:10 

This Christmas season I’ve been very nostalgic. Nope, that’s just sugar coa ng it, I’ve been just 
plain sad. There I said it. 

I don’t know that I’ve ever really allowed my mind to go so far down this path before, but I’ve 
found myself wallowing in memories of years gone by and incredibly sad that they’re gone.  

Joshua’s going to be gradua ng and will be in college before next Christmas, Emma Lee is a  
teenager, Sammy is in Middle School, parents aren’t ge ng any younger and the big kicker is 
that I’m not either (I almost said “Chellie & I,” but I’m not so sure about her). 

There wasn't a single toy to stay up late pu ng together on Christmas Eve. There was only one 
of our three who struggled to sleep (and he never sleeps that well anyway). It’s just not the same 
and well, I’m not a crier, but there’s been a rock in my throat a good part of the week. 

In Ezra’s me they had laid the founda on for the new temple (post-exile). Many were excited 
that the chosen place of worship would be restored, but some were hung up on how it used to 
be and that this new temple was never going to live up to the glories of Solomon’s former one.  

Do you ever get nostalgic like that? Thinking about your family? Thinking about Berea? 

Normally I would be in the “shouted joyfully” crowd. Normally my mind goes to being excited for 
progress, for Joshua’s accomplishments, for the young woman Emma Lee is growing into, for the 
successes Sammy is having at a new school, just not this season.  

Solomon says it is not wise to long for the “former days.” I agree with him. I need to use my   
nostalgic sadness to redouble my efforts to properly disciple my children, to make sure they are 
ready for the world they are preparing for, to make sure my family is ready for the inevitable day 
that is coming. 

That is a perfect message for the New Year. How are your spiritual efforts falling short? Have you 
discipled your children (or grandchildren) such that they are prepared for the world outside of 
home? Is it me to renew the challenge to lead others to Jesus so we know the future is brighter 
than even the “good ol’ days?” 

Don’t get me wrong, I’ll s ll have a lump in my throat when I think of T-ball or “Emma Lee’s   
Fun me” videos, but it is not wise to stay there very long. 

Join me in shou ng joyfully for what the future holds. Join me in discipling the next genera on, 
or even the older genera on to see God’s house grow into the glories of the future “good ol’ 
days!” 

 

 Love You All!   Jason 
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Thoughtful Re lections from Your Family Deacons 
Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of counselors 
there is safety.    Proverbs 11:14 

A wise man’s heart inclines him to the right, but a fool’s heart to the le . 
                                                                                Ecclesiastes 10:2 

Handyman Ministry 

Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Fahey Harrell - Vice Chairman 
Gary Smith - Secretary  
Mike Hanson - Reflec ons 
Bill Durham 

Next Mee ng: February 12th @ 7:00pm 
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Another elec on cycle has passed, no more poli cal ads on tv, no extra mail, 
no unwanted phone calls, and now you can resume a normal life once more, 
at least for another 12 months before it starts all over again.  However, I want 
you to think about Berea.  Our preamble states “we declare and establish this 
cons tu on to preserve and secure the principles of our faith and to govern 
this church body in an orderly manner.”  You have a right to vote at all elec-

ons held at church business mee ngs, and if you’re a commi ee chair at all 
church council mee ngs. When was the last me you a ended either? Would 
you prayerfully consider a ending future mee ngs? .  

This ramp was built for Tommy 
Phillips. His daughter is confined 
to a wheelchair. 

These steps and pla orm were 
built for Mrs. Whidbee in     
conjuc on with Habitat for   
Humanity. 

This pla orm and steps where built for 
Janet Cooke.  It makes it easier for her to 
get in/out of her house. 



 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!!   
Subs tute Helpers - Sub in for a 

week, as needed or as your     
schedule allows. Subs tutes “on 

call” are always in need at Awana.    
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Over the course of me I have planted mul ple  different fruit and 
vegetable bearing plants in my yard.  From my fig tree, I’ve       
received figs, my grape vine, grapes and my peach tree, well, a 
peach.  Disappointed?  Maybe you were hoping for something else 
like, from the grape vine, I received strawberries.  The reality is 
that each plant produces only its own fruit. 

Jesus tells us that each of us produce fruit in our lives according to 
that which is also in our heart.  In Luke 6:43-45 He tells us quite 

plainly that a tree is recognized by the fruit it produces.  Quite literally the fruit we are     
producing is a reflec on of who we really are on the inside.   

If you Fill yourself with bi erness, hatred & anger, and dwell on sinful thoughts and wicked 
pleasures, then the fruit you produce will be ro en & foul, good for nothing.  Likewise those 
that are filling up on those things that are of the Lord, and allowing the Holy Spirit to do His 
good work inside them, will produce fruit that is pleasing to the Lord and good for those 
around them.   

Ask yourself today, what kind of fruit bearing tree am I?  Does the fruit I am bearing reflect 
evil or good?  What can I change today to be er allow others to see the good that God has 
done in my heart? 

“A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man 
brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart 
is full of.” Luke 6:45               Further Reading:  Luke 6:43-45; Gala ans 5:19-26 

Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES: 
Youth Mission Trip to Philadelphia - 

Summer 2023 

Awana January Schedule 
January 4th - Awana is Back! 
January 11th - 32 Degrees and Below 
January 18th - Berea Basketball 
Night (Wear Green) 
January 25th - 90’s Night (Dress Up) 

Awana Snack Time 
Typically we go through between 
30-40 Kool Aid Juice Pouches each 
week, in addi on to Fruit Snacks,    
Pretzels, Gogurts, etc.  If you are 

able to add us to your grocery list, 
we would be very grateful.  Want 

us to do the shopping for 
you?  Then you can sponsor snack 

me for a week at just $20!   

The Live Na vity was a great success this year!  Many a ended to see the story of Christ’s Birth 

The Youth has a blast at their annual 
Christmas party. They had 23 in   
a endance! 

Sunday Night Bible Study 
Youth Bible Study is every Sunday 
evening from 6:30-8:30 in the FLC.   
Sunday evenings re for Middle and 
High School students, and we play 
games, shoot hoops, enjoy meals    

together and most importantly study 
God’s Word, don’t miss out!  Coming in 

2023 we take a deeper look at some 
big themes, like Jus fica on,          

Sanc fica on, Forgiveness, and more.  

Youth Group News 
Sunday Mornings @ 10 AM 

6th grade students and above.  We meet 
Weekly upstairs for Youth Sunday School 
where we spend me taking a deeper look 
at God’s Word.  Come early to get a cup of 
Hot Chocolate or Sunny D and a variety of 
breakfast goodies. What’s Next: “ The  
Crucifixion of Jesus. 



 

PINEHURST, N.C. – “Merry Christmas. God bless you,” an area resident said Dec. 6 as she le  First Bap st Church of   
Pinehurst days a er someone a acked the Moore County public power grid and put more than 100,000 people in the 
dark. 
“She’s been here about two and a half hours working on her laptop, charging her cell phone and using our Wi-Fi,” First 
Pinehurst Worship and Missions Pastor Russ Rowland told Bap st Press on Dec.6. The woman is among 90,000 or so who 
remained without power in Moore County two days a er the Dec. 4 a ack being inves gated by local and federal      
authori es. 
“Sunday morning we were without power,” Rowland said. “We set up a couple of generators to run a sound system and 
had church anyway. Very posi ve. It was a great morning.” 
As many as 75 percent of First Pinehurst’s membership remained without electricity Dec. 6, Rowland es mated. 
“But they’re making do. They’re going to family’s, borrowing generators to get refrigerators running.” About 150   
a ended the Sunday worship, he said, compared to an average a endance of 300. “We had a great morning of           
fellowship with doughnuts and coffee and sausage biscuits. It was a fun morning.” 
The church, where power was restored Sunday night, is hos ng one of two Bap st State Conven on of North Carolina 
Disaster Relief sta ons with feeding, shower and laundry units, said Tom Beam, disaster relief coordinator with N.C.   
Bap sts on Mission. A second relief center is opera ng from First Bap st Church of Aberdeen, despite the lack of       
electricity there. 
“It’s been a steady stream of people all day at both loca ons,” Beam told the Biblical Recorder.  
Beam said addi onal shower and laundry units will begin opera ng on Dec. 7 at First Bap st Church of Southern Pines. 
North Carolina Bap st volunteers prepared 3,000 hot meals on Tuesday, Dec. 6, and plan to prepare 3,000 more on 
Wednesday, Dec. 7, for distribu on at three pickup loca ons in coopera on with the American Red Cross, Beam said. 
Most of the 30 or so churches in the Sandhills Bap st Associa on serving Moore County are without electricity, but many 
set up generators and offered free hotdogs and hamburgers a er the outage, Beam said. Public schools and many     
businesses are closed. 
“First Bap st Aberdeen has no electricity,” Beam said. “We’ve just got some extension cords and power strips coming off 
of the generator that’s running the shower/laundry unit, that people can charge their phones as well. Twenty-four hours 
ago we put all this together. It’s come together quite quickly.” 
Churches improvised to worship Sunday. 
“Those few churches in Moore County that had electricity and even those on some bordering coun es, I know that they 
invited those congrega ons to come worship with them,” Beam said. “And some congrega ons at least put the           
informa on out to their people to say, here’s where we’re going to worship today.” 
“Right now, people seem to be in good spirits, the best they can,” Beam said. “They’re ready for their electricity to come 
back on, but they seem to be helping each other out.” 
Pinehurst is delivering meals to elderly members of the community who aren’t able to pick up food from distribu on 
points. 
“Last night we cooked 300 or 400 hotdogs and just put it out on social media. ‘We are here, our doors are open. If you 
need to come in and charge a phone, use our Wi-Fi, grab a hotdog, you’re welcome here,’” Rowland said. “We’ve had a 
steady stream of folks last night and all day today who’ve come in. There are half a dozen folks in our fellowship hall right 
now, who are using our fellowship hall for their office and ge ng some work done.” 
“God was gracious to bring power back on to allow us to be able to minister to our greater community,” he said. “We’ve 
had good conversa ons with some of our neighbors. Just lots of people coming in just looking where a quiet place where 
they can get a li le peace.” 
Local authori es have described the a ack on the power grid as targeted, but a mo ve has not been determined.       
Perpetrators shot equipment at two substa ons, heavily damaging the power grid. 
About 73 percent of Duke Energy customers in Moore County were s ll without power Dec. 6, the company reported, 
projec ng to restore power to all customers by Dec. 8. 
Beam said N.C. Bap sts will con nue to serve in the county “as long as we’re needed.” 
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N.C.	Baptists	help	Moore	County	residents	after	attack	on	power	grid 



 

The ALL WRAPPED UP! Cra  & Vendor Show has been held annually for 8 years. It started off very small, with 20 vendors in our 
fellowship hall. It's grown every year, which ul mately led to our moving it into the gym with 45+ vendors. The next year we had 
65 vendors, so we expanded into u lizing the whole Family Life Center.  
 
In 2019 we had 101 vendor spaces, making ALL WRAPPED UP! the largest cra  and vendor show in our community. It s ll is as far 
as the number of vendors we have par cipa ng.  
 
Because we see this as an outreach ministry we pray over the event star ng with the beginning stages of planning/organizing, all 
the way through to prayer walks a er vendors setup in the final hours and minutes before the show opens. In par cular, each  
vendor who signs on to par cipate and support the class's fundraising efforts is prayed for. If they have specific prayer requests we 
pray with them and for them.  
 
Prior to the pandemic, another way of ministering to our vendors and their helpers, was by feeding all of them a free lunch each 
year. In 2019, we fed 275+ people (vendors & every helper). If you counted our class/church volunteers, that # was over 300. We 
also fed the public who came out to shop by charging $2.00 or less for lunch/snack items. All items were donated, from the   
homemade chicken salad made by ladies in our church, to the yummy baked goods. Everything was donated. The goal was to 
make it affordable to all, with low cost concessions, free admission, free parking, etc.  
 
We keep our vendor registra on fees very, very low, and if a poten al vendor is struggling financially due to loss of employment, 
health issues, etc., we waive their registra on fee altogether. We would rather give them an opportunity to make a li le money to 
sustain them, and love on them for a few hours.  
 
During the pandemic, we were the only vendor show to s ll hold our event. We held it outdoors, scaled it down to the bare bones, 
dropped registra on fees to $15, with the understanding if we had to cancel due to covid or inclement weather, their dona on 
was used to provide Christmas gi s to children in our community. We were blessed with 50 vendors, sunny, 85° weather, and a 
fairly steady flow of shoppers. And we were able to shop for 11 children in our community, plus had enough money le  over to 
provide gi s for their parents, grandparent, or caregivers, as well as provide food. The event may have been small, but it provided 
Christmas to local families hur ng due to the pandemic.  
 
Our 2022 show brought crowds of over 810 people, despite money being especially ght for everyone this year. I'm sure a few 
more snuck by our "clickers." We had 76 vendors (we've chosen to limit the number of spaces so we can spread vendors out     
instead of filling 100+ spaces). For the first me since 2019, we brought Santa back for visits and free pictures. We had more     
children and their families visit Santa this year than ever before, with lines of eager li le ones throughout the day wai ng their 
turns to visit with Santa. Over 221 Berea brochures (which outline the goings-on of our church) were given to people who     
a ended the show as well.  
 
Our ministry has set a new standard other local organiza ons are trying to emulate when planning their events. The one thing I 
remind their organizers of when they call/message me is that our event has con nued to grow because we see this as an outreach 
ministry rather than just a way to raise money. We ask God to show us where the greatest needs are and focus our efforts on 
mee ng those.  
 
Li le things we do to show our apprecia on to vendors is to: 
*provide "swag bags" to our vendors filled with bo led waters, candies, devo onal cards, inspira onal s ckers, and ink pens with 
scripture inscribed on them. All donated items. This has taken the place of feeding them since we added the food trucks during the 
pandemic.  
 
We had several vendors this year who are undergoing cancer treatments/radia on that we surprised by providing moist heat 
wraps throughout the day, bringing them food from the food trucks, as well as offering assistance to all vendors loading/unloading 
their things, shu le service to offsite vendor parking, and a private space set up for a vendor who is a nursing mommy. It's the 
"li le things" we do where people are able to see Jesus and feel HIS love through us.  
 
Our 1st annual turkey raffle brought in $450. This money will be used specifically for Christmas meals and all the trimmings for 
local families. The raffled turkey was also donated back to be gi ed to one of those families. We raised $2000 from this year's 
event, and will be using the money to con nue suppor ng local, na onal, and foreign 
missions The EDGE class supports.  

Con nued on next page 

God’s Love “All Wrapped Up!” 
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Some examples of how they've used the money in the past are: 
•Suppor ng our missionary in Myanmar 
•Providing addi onal funds to Child Evangelism Fellowship's Good News Club (Calvary Chapel) 
•Purchasing Bibles for children in our community 
•Providing financial/tangible goods to local families in need, as well as other local churches sending mission teams to Rwanda and 
Uganda, etc. to build schools, add bathrooms onto orphanages with clean water access, etc.  
•Samaritan's Purse with na onal/interna onal rescue relief efforts 
•Samaritan's Purse Opera on Christmas Child  
•Berea youth mission trips and Camp Cale 
•Awana ministry 
•School supplies for local children 
•Clothing (coats, hats, gloves, shoes, etc. ) for local children going back to school or simply in need of these items 
•Donate personal hygiene/healthcare items to local non-profit organiza ons and folks in the community as needed. 
 
These are just a few ways The EDGE has been able to use this event to provide outreach ministry. Honestly, if we had the extra 
"help" we could also fill the old fellowship hall with vendors. We have a wai ng list every year with at least two dozen vendors who 
would love to par cipate. One vendor (she's the head of a local small business entrepreneurs group) told me the morning of the 
event she knows of 15 people who want to par cipate as vendors, but haven't been able to secure a spot.  
 
Vendors constantly tell us we need to make it a 2-day event, and that we don't charge enough. We feel that God gives us just 
enough to meet the needs HE brings to our a en on. And can you imagine if we tried to do a 2-day event?  
 
My takeaway has been to let God take the lead with the planning. If we trust HIM, the vendor spots fill themselves, and HE clearly 
shows us what the greatest needs are that The EDGE can fill/support. And as long as we are thinking of ways we can use this as an 
outreach ministry, it will be successful. It's a lot of fun, especially the day of, but also a lot of work in the months that lead up to it. 
But the good Lord gets ALL the GLORY and PRAISE for our li le cra  show!! We're just HIS hands and feet to share a li le of HIS 
love with the people we meet! 



 

 
Come on into our      
Library and browse our 
many tles.  Learn some 
new facts or get caught 
up in a story!  

Success Story 
One of our success stories this month is a story of a new beginning.  Mr. Timothy came to CCC for help finding a new home. Mr. 
Timothy is a senior, and the home he had been ren ng was sold.  He was at a loss with no idea what to do, his home was no longer 
his home.  CCC helped guide Mr. Timothy through an applica on for senior housing. Within days he  was approved for a new   
apartment and CCC helped him with his move-in expenses. Mr. Timothy is grateful to have a safe home for this holiday season. 

Berea partners with the Community Care Collabora ve in mee ng human needs by providing assistance to those facing temporary 
emergency crisis.  To learn how you can offer addi onal support visit: aaunitedway.org/communitycarecollabora ve. 
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Women on Missions 
Tuesday January 17 @ 

7:00pm in OFH.  

Our Puppet Team rehearsals are 
star ng back on January 10th. They 
will be on Tuesdays from             
6:00–8:00pm. If you are interested 
in joining the team or have any 
ques ons please contact Ross 
Tenny, Charlene Tenny or Kathy 
Waters. 

Our Basketball Ministry will be star ng games on 
January 7, 2023. We have two teams, Coed K-3 coached 
by Pastor Jason; and boys 4-7 coached by Noah Troxell.  

January Schedule 
January 7th 
Berea vs Gatesville @ Berea K-3 2:00pm, 4-6 boys 5:00pm. 
January 14th 

Sandy Cross 2 White vs Berea K-3 @ Gates @ 2:00pm 
Ramoth Gilead vs Berea 4-6 Boys @ Gates @ 4:00pm 
January 21th 
Sandy Cross 1 Red vs Berea K-3 @ Berea @ 2:00pm 
Berea vs Sandy Cross Berea 4-6 @ Berea @ 4:00pm 
January 28th  
Sandy Cross 1 Red vs Berea K-3 @ Gates @ 2:00pm 
Sandy Cross vs Berea @ Gates @ 4:00pm 
*Games are being played at Berea Bap st Church Gym and Gates 
County High School Gym 

Pastor Jason, 
Thank you for the opportunity to fill the pulput that 
God has entrusted to you.  The people of Berea  
Bap st Church are kind, gracious people.  Please 
extend my gra tude to them, as well.  Blessings as 
you con nue to lead Berea in the days ahead.  
   Dennis Conner 

      Thanks and 
 God Bless You 



 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Berea Bapst Church 

2033 North Road Street 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Find us on the Web: www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 
facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 
Facebook.com/bereabapstchildrensministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 

 1 Jayden Bradshaw 
 Bri any Givens 
 Garland Sanders 
 5 Lorelle Baum 
 6 Joel Tenny 
 7 Be y Grant 
 8 Peggy McNaughton 
11 Greg Newell 
12 George & Barbara Seabold 
13 Samantha Smith 
14 Edith Kelsick 
15 Mary Lu Elliot 
 Marie Long 

17 Margaret Mickey 
18 Emily Spruill 
 Jeremiah Tenny 
19 Jacob Dail 
 Steve Durham 
 Ike Harris 
23 Bobbie Hanson 
24 John Quillin 
27 Larry Jackson 
28 Brandon Weatherford 

Let’s celebrate together 


