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BereaOne 
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“ 
11The people here (Berea) were of more noble character than those in              

Thessalonica, since they received the word with eagerness and examined the   
Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 12Consequently, many of them      
believed…” Acts 17:11-12a 

What does it mean to be a Berean? Through the years that definition has 
surely adapted and changed, but even from Bible times we can learn of our 
heritage.  

Berea is not a random word picked out in 1856 to be the moniker of a 
church in Northern Elizabeth City. Berea is a city in Greece near                
Thessalonica. It was one of the stops on Paul’s missionary journeys. 

The Bereans, as described in the verses above, were thinkers. They heard 
Paul and paused a bit before diving in to the faith. They consulted their     
Bibles and sought God’s guidance to be sure the message was real. It was 
only after they had eagerly listened and deeply examined that they believed.  

But, when they believed, it was a full and complete belief. Paul didn’t have 
to write a letter to Berea. He didn’t have to critique their faith or remind 
them to take up the collection for the famine-stricken Jerusalem Christians, 
but Sopater was there to join him in the delivery (Acts 20:4). When they   
believed they were all in.  

As we begin this New Year we will be taking a look at the ways God wants us 
to set down roots in His church. We will examine the scriptures to see if we 
are staying on the fringe or if we are truly all in like the Bereans we’re called 
to be.  

A New Year is a time for new beginnings, for change and for a fresh start. 
Change doesn’t require a move though, God may be leading us to make 
changes in our life right here. 

He may be leading us to follow Him in new ways without having to change 
anything but our heart and our obedience. 

Join me this month in asking if God wants something more from you? Does 
He want you to join Berea as a member? To join Sunday School? To serve 
Him in a greater way here? To share His gospel more boldly? 

Join me in living out the Berean call in this New Year! 

Love You all, 
Jason 

Musings 

January 
2020 
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Students, You Can Serve Now…
Here’s Where: 

 Sunday School Breakfast Service 
 February 9 & April 12 

 Children’s Church/Sunday School 
& Nursery 

Talk to Mrs. Jessica or Pastor 
Charlie to get involved. 

 Wednesday Night Awana Helpers 
Game Time, Teacher Assistants, 
Nursery Helpers, etc. 

Upcoming Youth Opportunities: 

 @MACU 
 January 26 
 On the Campus of Mid-Atlantic 

Christian University, featuring 
Chris McCarthy. 

 Built to Serve Mission Trip to Philly 
 June 20-27, 2020 

 Sunday Morning Bible Study 
 10:00am – 11:00am 

 Sunday Evening Bible Study 
 5:00pm – 6:30pm @ the Troxell’s 
 (unless stated above) 
  

 We spend hours shopping and wrapping gifts. Still 
more hours decorating the house with lights and    
trimming the tree with decorations. One can hardly 
count the hours spent at parties or on the road        
traveling during the holiday season. With all the      
comings and goings around Christmas it seems it is 
here today and gone tomorrow, and it seems that each 
year it goes by faster than the last. Before you know it 
the magic of the Christmas season is behind us and we 
trudge on to another day. 

I’m here to tell you, there’s no reason for the Christmas season to end on     
December 25th each year. Through the power of technology you can listen to 
your favorite Christmas songs all year long, and you can enjoy Christmas movies 
and shows on TV whenever you desire. Want to give gifts? You can do that any 
time you want, and you never know how much a simple card of encouragement 
will mean to someone. Better still, the gift of a Savior that was given so long 
ago, well to put it simply, there is no better gift to pass on to someone 
else. Indeed every day can seem like Christmas as you go through each day 
sharing about the free gift of salvation that comes through knowing Jesus. Let’s 
make Christmas a year round thing in 2020 as we celebrate the Savior day after 
day after day. Merry Christmas! 

Here’s a few of my favorites for you to enjoy anytime! 

Top 5 Movies 
1.White Christmas 
2.Home Alone (1 & 2) 
3.Santa Claus The Movie 
4.The Christmas Chronicles 
5.A Charlie Brown Christmas 

Top 5 Christmas Songs 
1. White Christmas - Bing Crosby 
2. Rockin Around the Christmas Tree - Brenda Lee 
3. It’s Beginning to Look a lot like Christmas - Andy Williams 
4. Drummer Boy - Jars of Clay 
5. Carol of the Bells - Mannheim Steamroller 

Special Thanks to the Fellowship Committee for partnering with our youth as 
we presented the Live Nativity on December 20th. The evening was a great 
time of ministry to our local community members while also giving us the     
opportunity to fellowship with friends and family from right here at Berea. We 
can’t wait to do it again next year! 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Pictured Below: Youth “Elves” shop for 
groceries to take to needy families for 
Christmas. (pictured left to right: Josh 
Wise, Justine Brown, Noah Troxell, Sarah 
Long, Caleb Rawls) 

Pictured Above & 
Right: Our Youth 
lead in the Living 
Nativity. 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

Next Meeting: 
Monday, January 13 @ 7:00pm 

We cannot awaken on any given morning 
and be without God’s mercies and His compassion. 

Regardless of what we have done or said the day before, 
God is with us in a fresh new relationship every morning! 

“His compassions fail not. 
They are new every morning.” 

Lamentations 2:22-23 

Handyman Ministry Updates 

Pictured Above: This is a ramp for      
Eugene Sawyer. We built a ramp for  
Eugene earlier, but this time we raised 
his porch to the level of the ramp for 
safety reasons. 

Pictured Above: This ramp was for     
Michael Lynch. He was borne with a  
crippling disease and has difficulty 
getting around. The ramp will make it 
easier getting in and out of his house. 

Pictured Above: We built this ramp for 
Martha Pitts.  She is confined to a wheel 
chair.  

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Bonnie Jernigan who broke two bones in 
her foot and had to have a wheel chair 
to get around. 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Everette Markham. 
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Sundays 
☃ 9:20am Breakfast 
☃ 10:00am Sunday School 
☃ 11:00am Worship 
☃ 5:00pm Chancel Choir 
☃ 5:00pm Youth Bible Study 
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 
☃ 10:00am Open Exercise 
Tuesdays 
☃ 6:00pm Puppets 
Wednesdays 
☃ 5:30pm LADS Practice 
☃ 6:30pm Awana 
☃ 7:00pm Adult Bible Study 
☃ 8:00pm High School Practice 

Thursdays 
☃ 5:30pm Cheer Practice 
☃ 6:00pm 4th- 6th Boys Practice 

Watch your bulletins for information on our next 
meeting and upcoming projects. 

January’s Ministry Opportunities 

Baptist Men’s Breakfast: 
Sunday, January 5 @ 7:30am 

Women on Mission 
Tuesday, January 21 @ 7:00pm 

Thursday, January 16 
1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 
Don & Pat Chick have the program. 

 Happy New Year 
 1/1 
 No Wednesday Night Activities 
 1/1 
 Basketball @ Gate County H.S. 
 1/4 @ 12:00pm 
 Baptist Men’s Breakfast 
 1/5 @ 7:30am 
 Church Council Meeting 
 1/5 @ 12:15 pm 
 Berea HOME Games 
 1/11 @ 12:00pm 
 Business Meeting 
 1/12 @ 12:15pm 
 Deacons Meeting 
 1/13 @ 7:00pm 
 Senior Adult Ministry 
 1/16 @ 1:00pm 
 Bylaws Meeting 
 1/16 @ 5:30pm 
 Basketball @ Gate County H.S. 
 1/18 @ 12:00pm 
 Basketball @ Corinth 
 1/18 @ 2:00pm 
 Agape WOM 
 1/21 @ 7:00pm 
 Berea HOME Games 
 1/25 @ 12:00pm 
 @MACU 
 1/26 @ TBA 
 Lunchtime 
 1/31 @ 10:45am 

Jan. 5 @ 12:15pm 

SUNDAY 

January 8 @ 12:15pm 



 

Kris and Jill Hopkins so appreciated the gospel call at Christ Community Church in Huntersville, N.C., Sept. 8, 
they hugged Pastor Ronnie Parrott and cried after their baptisms moments later. 

“They were in tears and grateful that we cared enough about them to give them that opportunity to know 
Christ, to know the true gospel and then to identify with Him through baptism,” Parrott told Baptist Press (BP) 
Monday. 

The Hopkinses were among hundreds or more new believers who made professions of faith at Southern     
Baptist churches on Baptism Day and were baptized the same day, 15 of them at Christ Community Church. 
Baptisms ranged from 1 to more than 100 among several Southern Baptist congregations, according to reports 
to BP and on social media. Baptism Day is Sept. 8 on the Southern Baptist Convention Calendar. 

“And in the New Testament, we see this happen every time someone gives their life to Christ,” Parrott said. 
“To follow the Lord in baptism is an important first step in following Christ, and we believe it’s important to do 
this regularly and often.” 

Marshal Ausberry Sr. rearranged his church’s schedule Sunday to hold baptisms, an ordinance he normally  
observes on first Sundays, he told BP. At Antioch Baptist Church, the congregation Ausberry leads in Fairfax 
Station, Va., 10 new believers were baptized and four others were scheduled for baptism when family       
members can attend. 

“I sense a tremendous momentum coming out of Baptism Sunday that will energize our congregation to reach 
the lost,” Ausberry told BP. “Baptism Sunday was a strong reminder to the congregation that we all need to be 
engaged in sharing our faith with the lost. 

“As I reflect on Baptism Sunday,” he said, “I walked away thinking that it would be an awesome move of God if 
Baptism Sunday morphs beyond the SBC” into a nationwide event. 

Ausberry is first vice president of the Southern Baptist Convention and president of the National African   
American Fellowship of the SBC. 

“A National Baptism Sunday movement would highlight the need for God’s people to be engaged in sharing 
our faith to a lost and dying world,” he said. “The purpose is not for another Hallmark card day, but to help 
God’s Church to stay focused on the main thing, winning souls to Christ.” 

SBC President J.D. Greear, senior pastor of The Summit Church in the Raleigh-Durham, N.C. area, encouraged 
pastors to conduct baptisms during the SBC-wide event. 

“Is there anything that should get us more excited?” Greear told BP after Baptism Day. “Jesus said there is 
more joy in heaven over one sinner that repents than over 99 that are already His. 

“I was encouraged to see so many churches issue an intentional call to embrace the Lordship of Christ and  
express that through baptism!” Greear said. “May God give these churches grace to ensure these are not just 
converts, but disciples.” 

Churches prepared for the day, telling members of the event weeks in advance, buying clothing for new      
converts to wear during baptism, inviting guests and in some cases, training extra leaders to counsel new    
converts before baptism. 

Noe Garcia, SBC second vice president and pastor of North Phoenix Baptist Church in Phoenix, Ariz., told BP his 
church baptized 47 Sunday. 

“We saw a woman give up her life of homosexuality,” Garcia told BP, “and we saw several who have come 
through addictions, anger, and abuse, all giving their lives to Christ.” 

Bellevue Baptist Church in Cordova, Tenn., led by former SBC President Steve Gaines, baptized 106 people  
Sunday, Gaines tweeted @bellevuepastor. 

First Baptist Church in Woodstock, Ga., baptized 115. Pastor Johnny Hunt, senior vice president of evangelism 
and leadership at the North American Mission Board and former SBC president, tweeted @johnnymhunt, “to 
God be the glory; spontaneous baptism.” 

Many pastors posted photos and encouragement on various social media platforms,                                          
incorporating #FillTheTank or #BaptismSunday. Some baptized in lakes, rivers and creeks, others in baptismal 
pools. 

“We (Holly Creek Baptist) baptized eight in the creek just a few minutes ago,” pastor Cory                              
Hawkins tweeted @NachoAverageMan. “We have baptized three out of the past five Sundays. Still stoked 
about it … “ 

Baptism Sunday Sees “Tremendous Momentum” 
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We baptized 4 on Baptism Sunday: 

 Kaliyah Jackson 

 Alexis Sutton 

 Larson Johnson 

 Madison Johnson 
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Baptism Sunday Sees “Tremendous Momentum”  

William Rice, senior pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Clearwater, Fla.,  
observed Baptism Sunday on Aug. 25 to accommodate the congregation’s 
calendar. The church baptized 62. 

“It is important to highlight specific moments where you call people to    
respond to the gospel and make commitments to Christ,” Rice told BP   
Monday. “There are many ways to do this, but the idea of calling people to a 
response and a decision is an important part of proclaiming the gospel.” 

Several North Carolina Baptist churches reported other Baptism Sunday  
celebrations. 

In Durham, Ridgecrest Baptist Church held a second Sunday of baptisms 
Sept. 8 following a first round on Aug. 25. A total of 19 people were         
baptized. Among the 19 were two sets of twins – four of Rodney and Amber 
Williford’s six children. 

Marc Francis, pastor of Ridgecrest Baptist, told the Biblical Recorder one of 
the baptisms was due to the “Who’s Your One?” evangelism initiative and 
significant to the church’s history. When Ridgecrest was founded in 1955, 
the first worship leader named his son after the first pastor, Ernest Ferrell. 
Robert “Robbie” Ernest Andrews grew up at Ridgecrest but “left church at 
an early age without professing his faith in Christ,” Francis said. 

Andrews’ nephew, Preston Andrews III, a deacon at Ridgecrest, identified 
Andrews as his “one.” Preston and his brother, Clay Andrews, recently 
shared the gospel with their uncle, invited him to church and prayed with 
and for him. Robbie responded to the gospel at a Celebrate Recovery 
meeting Ridgecrest sponsored. 

“Since then, Robbie has put down the bottle, poured the rest down the sink, 
come to church, spent time being discipled, and yesterday, was baptized!” 
Francis wrote in an email to the Recorder Sept. 9. 

Richland Creek Community Church in Wake Forest, N.C., held a lake baptism 
at New Life Camp, where more than 70 people were baptized. 

Kelly Bullard, pastor of Temple Baptist Church in Fayetteville, N.C., baptized 
his son on Baptism Sunday. 

“In all my years of pastoral ministry, none compare to the joy of today and 
baptizing my son, Caleb!” Bullard wrote in a Facebook post. 

(cont. from pg. 5) 

January Basketball Games 
January 4 @ Gates County High School 
 12:00pm LADS: Sandy Cross vs. Berea 
 2:00pm 4th – 6th Boys: Sandy Cross vs. Berea 
 4:00pm High School Boys: Hertford vs. Berea 

January 11 @ Berea Baptist Church 
 12:00pm LADS: Berea vs. Hertford 
 1:00pm 4th – 6th Boys: Berea vs. Hertford 
 2:00pm 7th – 9th Boys: Hertford vs. Gatesville 
 3:00pm High School Boys: Berea vs. Hertford 

January 18 @ Gates County High School 
 12:00pm LADS: Gatesville vs. Berea 

January 18 @ Corinth Baptist Church 
 2:00pm 4th – 6th Boys: Berea vs. Ramoth 
 3:00pm High School Boys: Berea vs. Hertford 

January 25 @ Berea Baptist Church 
 12:00pm LADS: Berea vs. Corinth 
 1:00pm 4th – 6th Boys: Berea vs. Sandy Cross 
 2:00pm 7th – 9th Boys: Gatesville vs. Hertford 
 3:30pm High School Boys: Berea vs. Hertford 

All games will be played at Berea Baptist Church. The games in BOLD are Berea teams. 
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Sanctuary Flowers 

January 5 Given in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Marcus Bass, Shelton Lilly 
and Mr. & Mrs. Ivan Bunch by Don & Peggy Bunch. 

January 12 Given in memory of Jackie Sawyer Smith by Tommy Smith 
& Family. 

January 19 Given in memory of John & Elizabeth Seymour, Mr. & Mrs. 
John F. Cherry and Edward Cherry by Richard and Delores 
Seymour. 

January 26 Given in memory of Melvin & Bessie Sanders and Edna 
Bunch by Edward & Becky Winslow. 

1 Jayden Bradshaw 
 Brittany Givens 
 Garland Sanders 
2 George Woods 
3 Wyatt Dail 
5 Lorelle Baum 
6 Joel Tenny 
7 Betty Grant 
8 Peggy McNaughton 
10 Charles Watts 
 Charles & Dianne Watts 
11 Greg Newell 
13 Samantha Smith 

14 Edith Kelsick 
15 Mary Lu Elliot 
 Marie Long 
16 Virgil Turner 
17 Margaret Mickey 
18 Emily Spruill 
 Jeremiah Tenny 
19 Jacob Dail 
 Steve Durham 
 Ike Harris 
23 Bobbie Hanson 
28 Brandon Weatherford 

Berea Baptist Church 

Thanks for the meat tray. It made things a little easier with everything going 
on. 

Love, 
Steve, Lindsay, Lisa, Jess & Family 

Dear Church Family, 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you for all of your cards, calls, texts, 
visits, gifts, food and most of all your prayers during my three hospital stays 
and stay in rehab for physical therapy. 

It meant and means so much to know you care and feel your love as well as 
see and feel the results of your prayers. I’m not where I want to be 
(yesterday might have been fast enough) and I know I’m getting stronger 
and making progress. 

It was truly special to have very few days over the weeks since August 13 
that I did not have at least one visit or contact from my church family. 

Thank you again for what you have done and for your continued prayers as I 
make progress to where I want to be. God has truly blessed me throughout 
the process. 

In Christ, 
Marjorie (and Jan) Sawyer 

Thank You 

Let’s celebrate together 
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Find us on the Web: 
www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 


