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“I am amazed that you are so quickly turning away from Him who called you by the 
grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel… but even if we or an angel 
from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to 
you, a curse be on him!” Galatians 1:6, 8 

I Am a Disciple! This was one of our key points in our January Sermon Series: 
“Take off Your Coat; Stay Awhile.” 

If we truly want to follow Christ and rest in the warmth of His church we 
must grow deeper in Him. As one church often says: “The Gospel is not the 
diving board into Christianity. The Gospel is the whole pool.” Meaning that 
becoming a more committed Disciple of Christ doesn’t happen by moving on 
from the Gospel and our Core Beliefs, but by understanding them more 
clearly.  

Starting February 9 we are going to start an elongated Sermon Series 
through the basics of what we believe as Christians. Our guidebook as we 
take this journey will be The Baptist Faith & Message. 

The Baptist Faith & Message is a booklet adopted by the Southern Baptist 
Convention on June 14, 2000 which explains in detail, with a plethora of   
Biblical references as support, 18 basic beliefs Christians (more specifically 
Southern Baptists) hold. It was adopted as an update to earlier versions from 
1963 and 1925. 

Perhaps you are a new Christian and remain unclear what we believe, or 
maybe you have been a Christian for decades and still do not feel competent 
to share the details of our faith, or maybe you simply need a refresher on 
the basic orthodox beliefs of Southern Baptists, then this Sermon Series is 
for you! 

Paul said in the first century that there would be many who would come and 
share variations of the gospel that would appear appealing. He further said 
they should be eternally cursed because of this heresy. Two millennia later 
our world likewise has many false doctrines that deviate from the simple 
Gospel. 

I look forward to the opportunity to dissect and explain the truth so that we 
can together grow closer in our corporate beliefs in our unifying Father. 

Love You all, 
Jason 
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Students, You Can Serve Now…
Here’s Where: 

* Sunday School Breakfast Service 
 February 9 & April 12 

* Children’s Church/Sunday School 
& Nursery 

Talk to Mrs. Jessica or Pastor 
Charlie to get involved. 

* Wednesday Night Awana Helpers 
Game Time, Teacher Assistants, 
Nursery Helpers, etc. 

Upcoming Youth Opportunities: 

* Built to Serve Mission Trip to Philly 
 June 20-27, 2020 

* Sunday Morning Bible Study 
 10:00am – 11:00am 

* Sunday Evening Bible Study 
 5:00pm – 6:30pm @ the Troxell’s 
 (unless stated above) 
  

Football teams are built in a variety of different 
ways.  Some are built to run behind a big offensive 
line with a great running back, while others line up 
with a defensive mind-set and have players skilled 
to dominate on that side of the ball.  Although 
built to suit different strengths, all teams are built 
to ultimately accomplish the goal of winning    
football games. 

As the individual parts that make up the body of 
Christ, we are all built to accomplish different tasks.  Some are gifted to 
serve others, while perhaps another is gifted to be a servant leader. One 
is gifted to encourage, while another is better suited to teach.  Although 
we are not all gifted to do the same task by the Holy Spirit, all of these 
gifts, and many more, lead to the same end result; to build up the church 
and glorify our Heavenly Father. 

Understanding this, we must each begin by determining how the Holy 
Spirit has gifted us.  From there each believer must find where God is 
leading them to utilize their abilities to further the work of His church 
and bring glory to His name.  So how about you? Have you figured out 
what God has asked and gifted you to do and how are you going to use 
your gift to serve Him today? 

For better reading check out, Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 7:7, 12:1-11 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

Come out and support your Berea Children’s Ministry at the second 
annual Awana Olympics!   

On Saturday, March 7th, we will be competing against Corinth Baptist 
Church, here at Berea! 

Admission will be free! Times will be announced soon!  

Wear your Green and White and come cheer on our Awana children!                                             

Berea to Face off Against Corinth in Awana Games 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

Next Meeting: 
Monday, February 10 @ 7:00pm 

God says that you are special. You are so special and valuable to 
Him that He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for your sins, and 
He made it possible for the Holy Spirit to come and dwell within 
you to remind you on a daily basis that you are a somebody in 
His eyes. You are valuable beyond measure to God. Be thankful 
for who you are and try daily to be all that you can be! 

“Those who know your name will put their trust in you; 
for you, Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you.” 

Psalm 9:10 

Handyman Ministry Updates 

Pictured Above: This ramp was for     
Gerald McDonald, who, due to health 
issues needed a ramp for greater ease in 
getting in and out of his home. 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
Mrs. Chappell. She is 92 years old, and 
the ramp will make it so that she can get 
in and out of her home without using 
the steps. 

February CBA Basketball Schedule 
(The games in BOLD are Berea teams.) 

February 1 @ Corinth 
 12:00pm LADS: Corinth vs. Gatesville 
 1:00pm LADS: Ramoth vs. Berea 
 2:00pm 4th – 6th Boys: Berea vs. Ramoth 
 3:00pm High School Boys: Berea vs. Hertford 
February 1 @ Gates County High School 
 12:00pm LADS: Hertford vs. Sandy Cross 
 1:00pm 4th – 7th Girls: Sandy Cross vs. Ramoth 
 2:00pm 4th – 6th Boys: Sandy Cross vs. Hertford 
 3:00pm 7th – 9th Boys: Gatesville vs. Hertford 
February 8 @ Berea 
 12:00pm LADS: Berea vs. Ramoth 
 1:00pm LADS: Hertford vs. Corinth 
 2:00pm 4th – 6th Boys: Berea vs. Hertford 
 3:00pm 7th – 9th Boys: Hertford vs. Gatesville 
 4:30pm High School Boys: Berea vs. Hertford 
February 8 @ Gates County High School 
 12:00pm LADS: Sandy Cross vs. Gatesville 
 1:00pm 4th – 7th Girls: Sandy Cross vs. Corinth 
 2:00pm 4th – 6th Boys: Ramoth vs. Sandy Cross 
February 15 @ Gates County High School 
 12:00pm LADS: Gatesville vs. Sandy Cross 
 1:00pm 4th – 6th Boys: Hertford vs. Sandy Cross 
February 22 – Semi-Finals (Schedule & Gym(s) TBD) 
February 29 & March 1 – Championship Games @ Perquimans County  
   High School (Date & Schedule TBD) 
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Sundays 
* 9:20am Breakfast 
* 10:00am Sunday School 
* 11:00am Worship 
* 5:00pm Chancel Choir 
* 5:00pm Youth Bible Study 
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays 
* 10:00am Open Exercise 
Tuesdays 
* 6:00pm Puppets 
Wednesdays 
* 5:30pm LADS Practice 
* 6:30pm Awana 
* 7:00pm Adult Bible Study 
* 8:00pm High School Practice 
Thursdays 
* 5:30pm Cheer Practice 
* 6:00pm 4th- 6th Boys Practice 

Watch your bulletins for information on our next 
meeting and upcoming projects. 

February’s Ministry Opportunities 

Women on Mission 
Tuesday, February 18 @ 7:00pm 

Thursday, February 20 
11:15am in the Fellowship Hall 
We’re going to Track 1 for Pot Pie Lunch. 

* Berea Basketball @ Corinth 
2/1 @ 1:00pm 

* Baptist Men’s Day 
 2/2 
* Baptist Men’s Breakfast 
 2/2 @ 7:30am 
* Berea HOME Games 
 2/8 @ 12:00pm 
* Business Meeting 
 2/9 @ 12:15pm 
* Deacons Meeting 
 2/10 @ 7:00pm 
* Jason’s 6th Churchiversary 
 2/16 
* Agape WOM 
 2/18 @ 7:00pm 
* Newsletter Deadline 
 2/19 @ 9:00am 
* Senior Adult Ministry 
 2/20 @ 11:15am 
* By-Laws Committee Meeting 
 2/20 @ 5:30pm 
* CBA Basketball Semi-Finals 
 2/22 @ TBD 
* Church Council Meeting 
 2/23 @ 12:15pm 
* Lunchtime 
 2/28 @ 10:45am 
* CBA Championship Games 
 2/29 or 3/1 @ TBD 

Feb. 23 @ 12:15pm 

SUNDAY 

February 9 @ 12:15pm 

Berea’s Bloomin’ Craft & Vendor Fair 
Saturday, March 28; 10:00am – 4:00pm 
Free Admission \ Door Prizes \ Concessions 

All proceeds will go towards our Youth Mission 
Trip to Philadelphia and Camp Cale. 

Baptist Men’s Breakfast: 
Sunday, February 2 @ 7:30am 
Baptist Men’s Sunday: February 2 
Rev. Ray Brickhouse will be our Guest Speaker 



 

Klemens von Metternich was one of Europe’s greatest statesmen during the 19th Century. Both as foreign  
minister and then for nearly three decades as chancellor of the Austrian Empire, his statecraft shaped Europe 
and prevented numerous wars. Most consequentially, Metternich presided over the Congress of Vienna in 
1814-15, which determined the post-Napoleonic configuration of Europe. His era came to be known as the 
“Age of Metternich.” 

Metternich observed that nation-states are motivated to act in their own best interest. That principle outlasted 
the man himself, and during the Cold War, it informed the United States’ posture toward the Soviet Union. The 
doctrine of Mutually Assured Destruction held that neither superpower would force a direct confrontation, 
knowing there would be no winner. In other words, it was in both countries’ best interest to avoid war in light 
of the destruction it would surely bring. 

This foreign policy calculation was upended by the Age of Terrorism. With terrorism, there often is no state 
sponsor, thus no identifiable nation-state against which to retaliate. The loss is imbalanced. A nation, like the 
United States, has everything to lose while an extremist, in a cave plotting an attack, has next-to-nothing to 
lose. 

With the arrival of the internet and in particular blogging and social media, a similar scenario has developed in 
the online world. There’s an imbalance of loss when public accusations are made. The one who leads a public 
ministry has everything to lose, while an anonymous blogger has nothing to lose. 

This new reality is causing chaos in the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC). False accusations are circulated 
online daily. Ironically, some of these instigators aren’t even Southern Baptist.  

Nonetheless, they malign SBC ministries and sully the reputations of those who lead them. And for Southern 
Baptists, our cooperative work is being threatened. 

To respond or not to respond? The minister’s catch-22 
Complicating matters is whether or not one should respond to a false accusation. It is simply a catch-22. The 
larger the ministry platform one has, the greater the dilemma. Whichever way you choose to respond, you 
lose. There is no upside. 

If you choose to respond, you give oxygen to the story. You’ll draw more attention to the false claim and     
protract its news cycle. You’ll extend both the range and the duration of its reach. You’ll generate more clicks 
for the website, which is often exactly what the accuser is after anyway. 

Additionally, responding (and all that response might entail) takes time, and that’s time most Christian leaders 
don’t have to waste. Even worse, to respond can be dirty. As Adrian Rogers warned, “You can’t wrestle with a 
skunk and come out smelling like a rose.” 

Yet, if you don’t respond, onlookers may conclude the article is accurate. People may interpret your silence as 
a tacit admission of guilt. What is more, the lie may continue to be repeated. And, as Adolf Hitler famously  
reflected, “If you tell a big enough lie, and tell it frequently enough, it will be believed.” 

When it happens to you 
In recent days, I experienced such an attack. It’s not the first, and it won’t be the last. Inexplicably, an        
anonymous website published an anonymous article that cited anonymous sources. From start to finish, the 
article was a complete lie. It wasn’t a misunderstanding or even a slight misrepresentation. It was a complete         
fabrication. It was entirely apocryphal, a total lie. Its intent was to slander me, to impugn me and to do me 
harm. 

Thankfully, the accusations were relatively benign. The blogger wasn’t accusing me of scandalous behavior or 
immoral activity. Thus, the substance of the accusations didn’t alarm me much. Rather, the fact that the      
accusations were so patently untrue did. Thus, I chose not to ignore this one. I chose to engage the article 
head-on. 

I demanded this person produce evidence or retract the article and publicly repent. After 24 hours of pressure, 
the article was retracted and something of an apology was issued. It was a small, qualified victory in a larger 
struggle the SBC seems to be losing. 

Accountability yes, accusations no 
Yet, we must be careful not to unwittingly suppress means of accountability, especially when it comes to 
matters of doctrine. As Southern Baptists, we know the high price of assuming doctrinal integrity. We dare not 
be asleep at the wheel theologically. Thus, I’d rather serve in a confessional community too concerned about 
doctrinal compromise than one apathetic about the same. 

Moreover, Southern Baptists have a right to know what their leaders believe, how their entities operate, and 

Denominational Discourse and the Future of the SBC 
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Denominational Discourse... 

why they make the decisions and take the positions they do. Most            
especially, they have a right to know what their seminaries teach. And it’s 
actually easy to know. Look to the confessional statement(s) the seminaries 
require their faculty to affirm. There might be more work to do, but that’s 
the right place to start. 

As a Southern Baptist seminary president, I’m fully aware the churches own 
their entities. As a seminary president, I serve Southern Baptists; they don’t 
serve me. I work for Southern Baptists; they don’t work for me. Southern 
Baptists hold me accountable; I don’t hold them accountable. I report to 
Southern Baptists; they don’t report to me. 

When in doubt, ask questions 
The primary context of my accountability within the SBC is the Midwestern 
Seminary Board of Trustees, but it doesn’t end there. I field questions from 
Southern Baptists regularly, and of course, before the gathered convention 
every June as well. 

And ask questions of our leaders we should. No entity or national leader is 
above accountability. To ask honest questions isn’t launching an attack; it’s 
being a responsible Southern Baptist stakeholder. 

I’m always happy to hear from Southern Baptists, and I often do. I work to 
respond to their correspondence in a timely and forthright manner. At 
times, my answers may be less than satisfying, especially if personnel or  
other legally sensitive matters are involved. 

For inquirers, the best way to express concerns, especially if you don’t     
personally know the leader, is by writing them a letter. A letter arrives with a 
certain degree of formality, which prompts a response. A letter has a name 
associated with it, a return address and, hopefully, a cogent statement of 
the question or concern. 

If you write a letter to a ministry leader, especially a Southern Baptist leader, 
I’m confident you’ll receive an answer from them or their office. If not, you’ll 
have a legitimate complaint and perhaps legitimate cause to escalate by 
writing the entity’s trustee chairman or even drawing public attention to the 
matter. 

In summary, questions are always in bounds. Accusations are always out of 
bounds. Honest inquirers should be treated with respect. Direct questions 
should receive direct answers. False accusations should be dismissed, and 
those who traffic in such should be called out. 

The Southern Baptist Convention’s organizing principle is that our churches 
can accomplish more collectively than we can individually. Within the 
boundaries of the Baptist Faith and Message 2000, we choose to partner for 
missions, evangelism, theological education and the like. 

The SBC’s linchpin is mutual trust, which is built upon shared convictions 
and shared mission. When false accusations abound, that mutual trust is 
weakened. No organization can long survive, much less thrive, if that trust is 
daily under assault. Southern Baptists are a great people, but if we are able 
to maintain doctrinal accountability while rejecting false accusations, we’ll 
be even greater. 

As the famous saying goes, “A lie can travel halfway around the world      
before the truth can get its boots on.” If the Southern Baptist Convention is 
to endure, we’re going to have to get our boots on more quickly. 

(cont. from pg. 5) 

Happy  

Churchiversary 

Pastor Jason! 
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Sanctuary Flowers 

February 2 Given in memory of JB & Ann Jones and John Jones by 
Betty Jones. 

February 9 Given in memory of the Davis, Pritchard & Turner families 
by Everett Egan. 

February 16 Given in honor of Pastor Wise & his family on their 6th 
year of service at Berea by his Church Family. 

February 23 Given in honor of Delores Seymour by Richard Seymour. 

Berea Handyman Ministry: 
Thank you so very much for the ramp that was built for my husband, Ron 
Riddick. He has recently transitioned to Heaven. This ramp gave him so 
much freedom to be mobile by himself...I shall forever be grateful to the 
Berea Handyman Ministry. May God continue to bless each of you. 

Kind Regards, 
Alfreda Riddick 

Dear Friends, 
Can you believe it is the year 2020 and Christmas is gone again? It hardly 
seems possible. Starting the new year I want to thank you for helping The 
Salvation Army extend a hand to our neighbors in need. 

The Christmas Kettles did well this year and we have you to thank. You 
helped provide Christmas gifts to seniors in local nursing homes and toys to 
children who otherwise would have gone without. Even more, the money 
raised at Christmas will help serve families in our community throughout the 
year with items such as food, clothes, heat, electricity or other emergency 
needs. Without you none of this would be possible. Moreover, as bell ring-
ers you brought the spirit of Christmas to thousands of people in our small 
community. Thank you. 

Toni Sawyer, The Salvation Army of the Albemarle Region 

Thank You 

January 2020 Senior Fellowship Meeting 
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag,        
followed by a time of singing.  We sang:  It is no Secret, Jesus is the Song, & 
Beyond the Sunset. 

Afterward, a short devotional was led by Don Chick with a history of O Love 
That Will Not Let Me Go. 

The closing time before refreshments was some games of Bingo. 

The refreshments were different this time, but very good. 

Coming Up: 
February 20 - Pot Pie Dinner at Track 1 Restaurant 
in Camden. Meet at the church at 11:15am. 
March 19 - Lunch at Firehouse Subs on Ehringhaus 
St. Meet at the church at 11:30am. 

All seniors are encouraged to attend.  The more the 
merrier. 

Senior Adult Happenings 
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Find us on the Web: 
www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 

1 Cindy Sawyer 
2 Adam Bundy 
5 Kenan Reeder 
6 Jennifer Durham Martin 
7 Melanie Edwards 
 Donna Pritchard 
10 Bonnie Chappell 
 Lacy Reeder 
11 Doug Pritchard 
12 Joshua Wise 
14 Bill & Geraldean Thompson 
 Rayman Vallas 

15 Richard Martin 
16 Sandy Cahoon 
18 Dottie Pritchard 
19 Erin Mosimann 
20 Jesse Dail 
22 Virginia Gordon 
24 Edward Winslow 
25 Hank & Terri Krebs 
 Christine Mooring 
27 Vivian Wilson 

Let’s celebrate together 


