
 

Inside this issue: 

❅ Sunday School Recaps 
❅ Sermon Recaps 
❅ Lottie Moon Week of Prayer 
❅ Christmas Cantata Dec. 20 

Weekly Activities: 
Sundays 
❅ 10:00am Sunday School 
❅ 11:00am Sunday Worship 
❅ 5:00pm Chancel Choir 
❅ 6:30pm Youth @ Troxell’s 

Wednesdays 
❅ 6:00pm Adult Bible Study* 
❅ 6:30pm Awana 

*Adult Bible Studies are done via 
FacebookLIVE. 

December @ a Glance: 
❅ Living Nativity 

12/11 @ 6:00pm 
❅ Agape WOM 

12/15 @ 7:00pm 
❅ Newsletter Deadline 

12/19 @ 9:00am 
❅ Christmas Cantata 

12/20 @ 11:00am 
❅ Christmas Eve Service 

12/24 @ 6:00pm 

BereaOne 
Life 

9”He was taken up as they were watching, and a cloud took Him out of their sight. 10While 
He was going, they were gazing into heaven, and suddenly two men in white clothes stood 
by them. 11They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into heaven? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you have 
seen Him going into heaven.’” Acts 1:9-11 

Advent is the churchy name for the season leading up to Christmas. The concept is 
growing in popularity as Advent calendars are being marketed in every direction. 

It used to be that an “Advent Calendar” would just mean marking off an extra day in 
December, but now Lego has one where you can build a small trinket each day, Dis-
ney has one, Hot Wheels too and even Bath & Body Works has one where you open 
a new smelly-good item each day.  

Advent is a season of anticipation. It remembers the 430 years of silence between 
the final Old Testament prophet and the promise of John the Baptist given to his 
father.  

I can’t imagine the hopelessness of living under the Old Covenant, offering tempo-
rary solutions to eternal problems as sin was only dealt with partially.  

Then Jesus came and God’s light shone once again. Hope came to the world 
through a Baby in a manger.  

Now we once again we live in a world of silence and heartache. Our world has a 
bitter tang of hopelessness. 

We find ourselves in a time of waiting, anticipating that Jesus will come… again. But 
our waiting is different than that of Ezekiel or Malachi, we wait, but we wait with 
hope.  

The world around us may have a sense of impending doom, but we carry with us 
the hope of heaven. A despairing advent may be the way to describe those who 
don’t know Jesus, but for those of us who do… 

There are different kinds of waiting. Hospitals have rooms made specifically for 
waiting. Waiting for the doctor. Waiting for surgery to end. 

Then there’s waiting for your favorite band to come on stage. A packed crowd (not 
this year), seconds passing like minutes, minutes like hours… waiting. 

As we get ready for Pandemic Christmas I pray we are also ready for Jesus to return. 
And as we wait, I hope it is with “bated breath,” not hopeless concern. 

Merry Christmas! I can’t wait to celebrate with you ALL in person… someday… 

Love You all, 
Jason 
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A few years ago I set out to build a nice, clean looking 
manger for my Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus yard 
decorations. The wood was clean, and I actually 
measured out everything I did twice, to make sure my 
cuts were precise. After putting it together, I stained 
the wood to give it a nice finish. I wanted it to be   
perfect because to me, it's the most important  
Christmas decoration I put in the yard. However, over 
the years that manger has gone on to be a shelter for 
a pig and a rabbit, and then later a half dozen ducks. 
To say the least it's not as nice as it once was. The 

reality is, that dirty nasty manger is probably a lot more consistent with how 
Jesus came into the world than how I'd like to think. 

This manger is not too different from you and I, and the rest of this 
world. Jesus comes to us as dirty sinful people and He doesn't ask us to 
spruce up the place. Instead, He comes to us just as we are in the same way 
He first came into the world in the setting of a dirty, smelly manger. 

There are two lessons to be learned here. First, Jesus isn't asking us to 
change before we enter into a relationship with Him. He wants us to accept 
Him now, just the way we are, and allow Him to change us from the         
inside. We don't need to try and clean up the manger of our hearts for Him 
because He loves us in spite of who we are and what we've done. Second, 
there's no reason for us to hold back this free gift. Jesus gave it to us freely, 
and He expects us to share freely with others so they can receive the       
free gift of salvation. There is no place for our bias, no place for our             
judgements. Instead we are to go out and love the way Jesus 
loves, unconditionally. This Christmas, in the midst of the holiday hustle, 
make it your mission to share the life changing Good News of Jesus with 
someone who needs it. It will be the greatest gift you can ever give.   

"So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married 
to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for 
the Baby to be born, and she gave birth to her Firstborn, a Son. She wrapped 
Him in cloths and placed Him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them."  Luke 2:4-7 (NIV) 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

AWANA BEGAN AUGUST 26!!! 

For the health and safety of      
our children we have a drive-  
thru drop off and pick up, do           
temperature checks upon arrival 
and utilize small groups in socially 
distanced spaces. 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

You are a work in progress. God is molding you into a person with 
whom He wants to live forever. Because of this, you have the 
hope that you are not going to be the same person tomorrow that 
you are today. Open your life to God’s love and He will work in 
you and through you! 

"Looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith." 
Hebrews 12:2 

Offerings can continue to be mailed to the Church/Treasurer, dropped off to the 
church during office hours or brought to Worship in the gym. Thank you for your 
continued financial faithfulness!! 

November 8, 2020 
General $3,360.00 
Awana 50.00 
Shoebox Expense 15.00 
Memorial*      1,275.00 
TOTAL $4,700.00 

*Memorial given to the 
General Fund in memory of 
Marilyn & Calvin Hudson. 

November 15, 2020 
General $4,047.00 
Handyman 200.00 
Shoebox Expense 60.00 
Security              200.00 
TOTAL $4,507.00 

November 22, 2020 
General              $1,948.19 
TOTAL $1,948.18 

November Financials  

November 29, 2020 
General $3,795.00 
Lottie Moon 400.00 
Security              250.00  
TOTAL $4,445.00 

This ramp was built for John Woodard's 
wife who is confined to a wheel chair 
and needed a ramp to get in and out of 
the house.  

Handyman Ministry 

This ramp was built for Jenny Jackson. 
She recently underwent surgery at Duke 
and is paralyzed from the waist down. 
She needs the ramp for ease of mobility 
in and out of her house. 



 

Two years ago I sat in a dimly lit auditorium struggling to take notes on the address coming from the stage.    
At the time I was content editor for the Biblical Recorder. My assignment was to cover the executive             
director-treasurer’s report at the state convention’s annual meeting, but tears blurred my vision.  

I couldn’t write. I couldn’t read. I could only sit and listen with a heart full of gratitude. 

One thought filled my mind: that’s what Christian leadership looks like. 

Milton Hollifield Jr. was boldly asking North Carolina Baptists, “Who is your neighbor?” 

He challenged us to obey the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. And he was doing so by way of 
personal example. 

“God taught me a lesson,” Hollifield said, explaining what he had learned with emotion in his voice. “You     
cannot reserve your compassion for only those who deserve it because, Milton, you did not deserve the     
compassion that I had for you.  

“As Christ followers, my brothers and sisters, we must be willing to love all people in their world, regardless of 
any labels including ethnicity or nationality, cultural, moral or religious differences.” 

I’ll never forget that moment. It stood out to me partly because of the stillness in the room, but mostly         
because it highlighted the consistent, godly leadership that I observed in Hollifield’s ministry – on and off the 
stage.  

That experience made a tremendous impact on me as an aspiring young leader. 

In that spirit and in light of his coming retirement, I offer three reasons why I am grateful for the leadership of 
Milton Hollifield. 

1) He is a unifier. 
In a day when it is easy for so-called leaders and influencers to build high profiles on grievance and division, 
Hollifield brings people together. Put simply, he’s kind to everyone. He’s a diplomat and statesman in Southern 
Baptist life. I pray for more like him – less tribal, more partnerships. 

2) He has integrity. 
There have been occasions over the last few years that I found it very difficult to work in Baptist news. Some 
weeks it seemed like story after story revealed yet another Christian leader involved in moral scandal. Enduring 
those hard times makes me ever more thankful to celebrate leaders like Hollifield. 

He will be the first to tell you he is imperfect, and we should never lionize our leaders. I understand that, and 
even still, I am deeply grateful for his character throughout the course of his ministry. 

3) His legacy is an invitation, not a barrier. 
Hollifield has consistently invited young leaders to the table. As he steps out of one ministry assignment into 
whatever the Lord has next, his tenure at the convention paves the way for another leader to pick up the     
baton and continue in the same direction. 

He is not leaving our partnerships, vision and values in need of repair. Instead, we have a foundation to build 
upon. I thank God for that. 

I ask you to join me in praying for the Hollifields as they enter a new season of ministry. 

May the Lord continue to bless churches across North Carolina through their 
lives. 

“We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our 
prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3). 
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Why I’m Grateful for Milton Hollifield’s Leadership by Seth Brown, Executive Editor 
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I remember rides home after ballgames as a kid. The entire commute (and 
more if needed) would be spent critiquing every detail of the game played. 
Every ball hit to me. Every swing. Every stolen base attempt (by baseball 
IQ, not speed). The rides were constructive criticism, but still they were 
very critical. Studies show that it takes 5 positive comments to offset 1 
negative comment. Our ratios were off. 

Paul had written the Corinthians a letter they took as being mean in his 
critique. They were upset with Paul. But Paul wasn’t trying to tell them 
how “bad” they were, he was trying to help them grow into what God 
wanted them to be.  

It can be the same for any Pastor. The nature of a sermon that leads to an 
invitation is critical. If there is hope for response, there is hope for change. If there is hope for change, there is something 
that needs fixing. Following Paul’s lead (2 Corinthians 7:4), I’m going to focus on the positive. 

I have great pride in you. Paul came to realize that despite the challenges, the vast majority truly desired to follow 
Christ. Likewise, I see the heart of a Berean as I see our Handyman Team continuing to serve through a Pandemic, our 
Agape ladies leading us in missions giving, our Building & Grounds Committee continuing to keep our grounds looking 
good and even the placement of flags for our Patriotic holidays. There’s a lot of pride to go around. 

I am filled with encouragement. Paul was encouraged by the support he received and the way they had built up Titus. 
Likewise, I am encouraged by how Bereans take care of each other. How we call each other, and generally help each other 
out. I experienced that personally during our 3 week quarantine. Berea is a place to belong. In a lonely world church is a 
place for friendship and family, that encourages us in our journey to be like Jesus. 

I am overflowing with joy in all our afflictions.  Paul had life-threatening afflictions, but took comfort in the fact that if his 
persecution ended in martyrdom (it did), the ambassadorship would continue. Likewise, we have experienced a year of 
affliction. 2020 has been a year of danger, “an abundance of caution,” mandates, rules, etc. Despite the challenges I have 
seen Bereans’ joy as we serve about 30 kids per week in Awana, deliver Meals on Wheels, the choir has resumed          
rehearsal, sound technicians continue to work as do our secretary, custodian & treasurer, giving has continued,             
benevolence requests continue to be met and our Ushers & Security team faithfully serve week after week.  

Despite all the critique, or all the sermons seeking more successful evangelism, more active discipleship, or more          
passionate worship, I see the heart of the Berean and have great pride in how we faithfully serve our Savior. Keep up the 
good work! 

Sermon Recap: November 22 - 2 Corinthians 7:2-16 - Thankful 

1 Corinthians 11:26 says: “as often as you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.” That’s our 
job. Proclaim His death, while we anticipate His return.  

It takes two seconds to shake someone’s hand (remember hand 
shakes?). There are 7.8 billion people on earth. If you were to 
shake hands non-stop, no breaks, no sleep, it would take 494 years 
to shake everyone’s hand. Now consider that it takes at least a few 
minutes to share the Gospel and most of the time months of     
relationship building to see someone saved. The task is just too 
much. 

The church in Jerusalem was suffering. There had been a famine, but Jewish Social Services didn’t help Christians. In    
response, Paul was collecting an offering to help meet their needs. Paul bragged that Macedonia (that’s where ancient 
Berea is located) had given “beyond their ability.” He encouraged the Corinthians to do the same. He reminded them how 
good they are at things like faith and love and desired them to be good at giving too. He praised their willingness to give, 
but even more their desire to do so. 

The famine of our time is a spiritual one. Our 3,535 Southern Baptist Missionaries engaged 827 People Groups in 2019, 
saw 89,325 new believers with 47,929 following in baptism. They saw 214 People Groups take a self-sustaining ownership 
over the mission. Despite this there are still over 3,000 Unengaged, Unreached People Groups. These are people who are 
lost and a search party has not been formed. These are peoples who in all likelihood will be born, live and die without 
hearing the name of Jesus. 

Paul encouraged the Corinthians to give out of their surplus to meet the need in Jerusalem. Think of all our surpluses. We 
have unlimited access to Biblical teaching with churches everywhere, even online. We have a financial surplus as one of 
the richest nations in the world. We have surplus hope. Despite the challenges of 2020 we have hope. Hope that God is in 
control. Hope that even if we die, we will simply be with Him for eternity. 

Jesus said: “it is more blessed to give than to receive,” (Acts 20:35). Yet, we receive all the time! You received this      
newsletter today. What are you giving? Once we receive forgiveness & salvation we have an abundance to give beyond 
imagination! 

Please join in giving generously to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions where 100% of your   
giving goes to support our 3,535 Missionaries serving around the world. Pray, seeking God to find how He would lead you 
to give, out of your surplus and even beyond your ability. 

Sermon Recap: November 29 - 2 Corinthians 8 - A Time to Give 



 

Explore the Bible November 22 (Focal passage: Isaiah 58:1-12) 
When I was a kid, I loved going to Chuck E. Cheese, not for the love of pizza or the big rat 
singing on stage. I loved going for one reason – tokens! Those gold tokens were my tick-
ets to enjoyment! If I wanted fun, I’d drop a token in the Skee-Ball machine. If I wanted 
excitement, I’d drop one in Whack-a-mole. Those tokens were my way to get what I wanted. 

In Isaiah’s day, God’s people were using God-ordained activities of worship more like tokens for self-fulfillment. They 
were treating God like a heavenly arcade machine. So, they would drop in their “worship” activity “tokens” and wait for 
God to dispense the goods. God intended those actions, like fasting, to be an expression of their love for, and submission 
to, Him. If they were worshipping from true hearts of love for, and surrender to, God, the fruit of their lives should show 
in obedient living. Instead, the superficial nature of their worship was being further illustrated by their selfish and sinful 
living. And God, through Isaiah, issued a clear call – Repent! 

It doesn’t honor Him when we simply sing our songs, or give our money, on Sunday – hoping He will notice and bless us – 
while then going on to live like the world. When our hearts are right and our worship is sincere, we recognize that what 
we really want and need is God, not simply the blessings He can provide. Only then will we pursue loving Him more and 
more with all our hearts and loving others as ourselves, as He expects. 

Bible Studies for Life November29 (Focal passage: Romans 10:9-17 ) 
The worldviews that people operate under are always changing. What we are finding out is more 
and more people are not operating from a Christian worldview. There are people all over the 
world that have never once heard of the name of Jesus. I have met people here in North Carolina 
who know nothing about Christianity. 

God’s desire is that no one should perish, but that everyone comes to know Him. If we are to con-
fess Jesus with our mouth and believe in our heart that Jesus is Lord, we will be saved. That is 
what Romans 10 teaches. This is normally where we stop in the life of a believer. Yet it says so much more. 

This message of salvation is for all people. 

Paul says there is no distinction. God has a love for every person and people group on this planet to come to know Him.  

God has given us a role to play in telling the world. Romans 10:14 says, “How then will they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? And how are they to believe in him who they have never heard? And how are they to hear without some-
one preaching?” 

Many people do not know Christ because we have failed to tell them. God has called us to be on the mission for Him. So 
often we think if we just “show love” to people they will automatically know we are Christian. However other faith groups 
would treat people the same way. God has given us a mouth and has called us to use it to tell others about Him.  
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Sunday School Recap 



 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 
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Our Youth and Children’s Ministries will be hosting our Living Nativity again 
this year. If you came last year, you know how much of a blessing it was to 
see the story of Christmas come to life. Please make plans to attend this year! 

The Living Nativity will be on December 11. Show times will be every half 
hour from 6:00pm until 8:00pm. 

Living Nativity Returns This Year 

The Chancel Choir will be presenting their Christmas Cantata, 

W e  S i n g  N o e l  
on Sunday, December 20 during our Sunday Morning Worship. Please plan 
to join us for this special time of worship! 

Christmas Cantata Tradition Continues 
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2033 North Road Street 
Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Find us on the Web: www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 
Facebook.com/bereabaptistchildrensministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 

2 Barbara Tidd 
3 Rick Romaine 
 Michelle Wise 
5 Gary Gordon 
 David Mooring 
6 Brookelyn Johnson 
 Tracy Markham 
 Joshua Tenny 
7 Tiffany Quigley 
10 Robert Nall 
11 Daniel Bundy 
 Phil Pritchard 
 Gary Smith 
13 Richard Seymour 
14 Mary Pritchard 
15 Emma Lee Wise 
 Jason & Michelle Wise 
16 Josiah Tenny 
17 Ross Tenny 

18 Alan Harrell 
21 Ross & Charlene Tenny 
22 Olivia Spruill 
23 Dave Kelsick 
 James Tenny 
24 Josie Hall 
25 Penny Elmore 
27 Paula Keith 
28 Faith Long 
 Dickie & Vickie Sanders 
29 Joseph Martin 
30 Carolyn Sanders 
31 Kevin & Tiffany Quigley 
 Zechariah Tenny 
 Emma Weatherford 
 

Let’s celebrate together 



 

NAIVASHA CHILDREN’S SHELTER, KENYA: Missions On and Off the Street 
Hundreds of thousands of boys sleep on the streets in Kenya, rejected by their 
families or seeking their independence for a number of reasons. They’re         
marginalized, beaten, sexually abused, and arrested. Many Kenyans regard them 
as worthless and not to be trusted. They call these boys “trash eaters.” 

International Mission Board Missionary Kristen Lowery and the staff at the 
Naivasha Children’s shelter in Naivasha, Kenya, see value and worth in the life of 
each boy. They seek out these boys and bring restoration to families and         
rehabilitation to broken lives. 

If a boy is willing to be rescued, one of the social workers from the shelter  
schedules a time to pick up the boy from the street and bring him to the shelter. Once there, the boy learns skills,         
participates in counseling, catches up on education, takes responsibility for chores, and ultimately experiences love and a 
stable environment. 

The shelter is not an orphanage but a place where each child receives personal attention and encouragement, all building 
to the goal of reuniting him with his family. 

Pray that God will bless the work of the shelter’s staff as they reach out in love to boys who are hurting. 

ZAGREB, CROATIA, RADIO MINISTRY: Filling the Airwaves with the Gospel 
After living in Croatia for more than 22 years, missionary Eric Maroney has      
witnessed the reluctance of people to believe the truth of the Gospel and has 
endured their skepticism toward evangelical churches. Only one Baptist church 
stands in western Zagreb – and area of 250,000 people – where Eric’s team lives 
and works. 

As a church planter, Eric – who serves with his wife, Julie – looks for new       
strategies to share the gospel. Giving to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering    
supports his efforts. In 2014, he embraced the idea of a Radio Ministry pitched by 
a Brazilian ministry partner. The team now includes nine local partners who serve 
as speakers, translators, and technical support. 

The group fills the airwaves twice a week with a sermon, spiritual songs, interviews with believers, and questions from 
callers. Ratings reported from the radio station’s director show that more than 40,000 people listen to each broadcast. In 
a country with only 7,000 evangelicals, the number of listeners is significant. 

Thank God for the tens of thousands who hear truth from God’s Word each week. 

DOUG DERBYSHIRE IN THAILAND: Medical Missions Leads to Church Planting 
Doug Derbyshire goes to many places in Thailand where there are no Christians, 
and it troubles him deeply. But the lack of a Gospel witness in Baan Po troubled 
him the most. 

For six years, Doug – a Medical Missionary with the International Mission Board – 
faithfully visited Baan Po. He brought medical teams from the US to host mobile 
clinics and tried every evangelism technique he knew, including knocking on 
countless doors. But there was still no church in Baan Po, and Doug couldn’t let 
that rest. 

So he pulled together another mobile medical team to take the Gospel there in 
January 2020. After he and the other doctors would meet with their patients, a Thai Christian on Doug’s clinical staff 
would sit down with the patient and say, “This is medicine for your body. Now let’s talk about what you need for your 
soul.” 

On the first day, three people made decisions of faith, and Baan Po is no longer without a Gospel presence.  

Pray none of the new Christians would fall away from the faith. 

AKAWA’ IN PERU: Reaching the Hard-to-Reach in the Amazon Rainforest 
The small group of men boards a single-engine Cessna. After a two-hour flight, 
the men land on a small airstrip deep in the Amazon rainforest. From there, they 
board a boat and settle in for the ride. Their destination, an isolated village of the 
Akawa tribe, is still more than seven hours away. 

Like many tribal People Groups, the Akawa are animists who live in fear of the 
spirits that inhabit the world around them, said Joe Brewster, an International 
Mission Board (IMB) Missionary. He and his team of IMB Missionaries and local 
church planters began working with the small, unreached tribe in 2018. 

Joe’s team has a heart to reach them – and partners who share that passion.  
Edwin Blanco, a church planter who lives in the Amazon basin, is an integral part 

of that effort. As the administrator of an Indigenous Missions Organization, he has a burden to reach the Akawa and other 
isolated tribes with the good news of Jesus. He and Joe are Partnering for that purpose. 

Pray that new Akawa believers will gather into groups that start churches. 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions – Week of Prayer 



 

A LIVE GIVEN IS A SACRIFICE: Remembering Lives Given 
Throughout their 175-year history, Southern Baptists have maintained an        
uninterrupted witness among the nations, in spite of famine, war, and civil     
unrest. This commitment has not come without sacrifice. 

About 60 Missionaries and children have died because of tragic circumstances 
while serving with the International Mission Board (IMB) since the organization’s 
founding  in 1845, when it was known as the Foreign Mission Board. The causes 
include accidents such as drowning, automobile and aircraft crashes, and ships 
lost at sea. They also include deaths as a result of war and criminal or terrorist 
acts. In some cases, the Missionaries were targeted specifically because of their 
faith or missionary service. 

Of those 60, more than 20 IMB Missionaries lost their lives “as a result of human hostility in a cross-cultural setting,”    
according to Scott Peterson of the IMB global research team. While the IMB does not typically refer to or describe        
personnel who died in active service as “martyrs”, the sacrifice of those who died while serving cross-culturally is no less 
significant than those who are targeted specifically for their faith. 

Each life given is a sacrifice because of a life lived in obedience to Christ. 

Ask God to continue to protect Missionaries and their families serving in cross-cultural and often difficult areas around 
the globe. 

WORTHYS IN ITALY: Bringing the Hope of the Gospel to Italy 
The Worthy family recognizes the importance of investing in relationships in  
Italian culture. For more than 17 years, Charlie and Shannon have invested their 
lives and ministry in Italy as International Mission Board Missionaries. 

Working alongside Italian and US partners, the Worthys bring the Gospel to areas 
of Italy with little to no evangelical witness. Whether leading a group of students, 
a group of Baptist State Convention executives, or a church group, they           
strategically place partnering groups in areas of Italy where the church does not 

exist. These partners are able to engage with the people there and create relationships that impact the Kingdom for   
eternity. 

As they invest in the people around them, Charlie and Shannon come alongside local Italian church planters to further the 
spread of the Gospel. Partnering local church planters with US groups, they have seen the Gospel pierce the hearts of 
many Italians. 

By immersing themselves fully in Italian culture, the Worthys have made connections on a deep, personal level. As they 
live life as an American-Italian family in Italy, the Worthy family is pushing back the darkness and bringing the hope of the 
Gospel. 

Pray that the Worthys will continue to build strong relationships in Italy.  

UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUP FROM SOUTH ASIA: Committing to Reaching the 
Unreached 
For 20 years, the International Mission Board (IMB) fought to maintain a Gospel 
presence among the Khaleela, a Muslim people group in South Asia. 

After years of setbacks, Luciano and Sofia Serrano, a Christian couple from Brazil, 
moved to the region. The Serranos partner with Ralph and Lovie Adair, IMB 
Workers who live in a neighboring area. Through the Serranos’ witness, a woman 
from the Khaleela decided to follow Christ and is now being discipled by Sofia 
and two South Asian Christians. 

The Adairs mobilize local Christians interested in serving among the Khaleela, 
provide ministry training for sharing the Gospel with Muslims, and seek out prayer support for their ministry efforts.  

Pray the Lord would send more Christian Workers to partner with the Serranos and Adairs.  

YOUR GENEROSITY TRANSFORMS LIVES: Thank You to Southern Baptists 
Every day is appropriate to say thank you to Southern Baptists who give          
generously so that the Gospel spreads to all nations. But in this season of giving, 
showing appreciation seems especially meaningful. 

International Mission Board Missionary, Reid Karr, serving in Rome, Italy, offers 
his thanks. “I would like to take this occasion to thank our many faithful Southern 
Baptists who continue to give faithfully to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 
You will never know the full extent to which your generosity is having [an impact] 
on the Kingdom of God in many places around the world.” 

From Japan, Missionaries Daniel and Tara Rice add their thanks. “The Tokyo 
Olympics have been postponed due to the current global health crisis. We see this postponement as a blessing and an 
opportunity given to us by the Lord. Thank you for your continued prayer and support.” 

Praise God for the continued work of Southern Baptist who have remained committed to reaching the lost for more 
than 175 years. 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Week of Prayer (cont.) 


