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Merry Christmas 
Each year I compose a Christmas Letter that is sent, not only to our newsletter list but, to every 
address we have on file. I write about the victories of the previous year. I look forward to a hope
-filled new year and I seal it with a real signature on every one (in green just to prove it).  

Well...nothing about 2020 is that simple. This year we’ve mailed two newsletters every month 
since March. We’ve called them the “Pandemic Edition” and what you hold here is the           
December version of our newfound mailing. (If you have not been receiving these and would 
like to, please contact the church office to be added to the list) 

The only honest way to carry on this “Christmas Letter” is to rehash the bad with the good and 
to offer a word of blind hope for 2021, so here goes… 

The bad. We have not held a Worship Service in the Sanctuary since March 8. Bereans have  
contracted COVID. We’ve had too many funerals (especially April-September) to attend, but 
often couldn’t. For the first 11 months we have not baptized anyone (December’s not over yet). 

The good. Christians have a history of flourishing when times are tough. From the pages of the 
New Testament to Communist oppression in China the faith spreads fastest when opposition is 
fiercest.  

Even though the world was officially shut down on a Saturday evening we have not missed a 
Sunday. The first four Sundays were via FacebookLIVE only. The next seven FBLive was joined by 
a “Drive-In” format. And now the following 30 FBLive has been joined by Worship in the Gym.  

The faithfulness of Bereans has shown clear throughout our times of plague. Awana resumed as 
soon as it was safe to do so and continues to safely teach about 30 kids per Wednesday the 
Scripture and God’s love. Sunday School has resumed for some classes. Our Handyman Team 
has continued to serve faithfully. 

Your financial faithfulness has also been astounding. God has provided as we exceeded our   
Annie Armstrong offering goal, our Operation Christmas Child shoebox goal, our Lottie Moon 
offering goal and, for the first time in who knows how many years, we exceed our planned 
budget. And with spending down, because of limited church-wide activity, it’s obvious God is 
positioning Berea to be a part of His Gospel breaking out when the pandemic subsides. 

The dedication of your church employees has likewise been obvious. Each week I have seen all 5 
of us find new and creative ways to serve. I have also learned that it takes more time and energy 
to plan a small, pandemic version of anything than the full scale version ever did!!! 

The dedication of volunteers has likewise been amazing. This year would have been a total flop 
were it not for the continued efforts of our Choir Director, Sound Technicians, Ushers, Awana 
Workers, Finance Committee and Security Team. 

Blind hope? I would love to give words of great hope for 2021. I cannot. I fear we will continue 
in a restricted manner for a while longer, but I pray we all use this time to prepare for what’s 
next. When God releases us to serve Him without health restrictions I pray we are ready to brag 
on His faithfulness and to preach His Good News to all who will listen! 

Love you all and look forward to serving together in the coming year,  

Rev. Jason S. Wise, Senior Pastor 
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Why Our Church Hopes to Give the Largest Lottie Moon Gift Ever 
by: JD Greear, SBC President 

This November I am re-reading one of my favorite books: To the Golden Shore: The Life of Adoniram Judson. Not many books have 
truly changed my life, but this one has. After reading it in college, I resigned my law studies and went to serve God with the       
International Mission Board (IMB) as a missionary in Asia. I haven’t picked that book up in 30 years until just a few weeks ago. I’m 
glad that I did. 

In 1812, Adoniram Judson and five of his friends felt called by God to take the gospel to the frontier regions of Burma. No       
American had ever attempted such a thing, and the fledgling American church had no structure to support them. A central theme 
of the story of Judson’s ministry was whether the church in America would support this small team endeavoring to take the gospel 
to “this numerous and ancient people of Hindoostan.” Several times Adoniram was ready to give up on the American church, and 
even offered himself and his team to the London Missionary Society for their support. 

Thankfully, at almost the last hour, God raised up leaders in the American church who declared that they would not shirk their 
responsibilities to the Great Commission or outsource it to others. As riders on horseback urgently canvassed the countryside, 
money for the expedition poured in from all over the Northeast – from both the wealthy and the poor. Bags of coins were literally 
thrown through the windows at the place the Judsons were staying. The Christians of Judson’s day told Adoniram, his wife Ann and 
their small team that if they would commit to dangling from one end of a gospel rope in Burma, they would (in the words of      
William Carey) commit to holding securely to the other end. 

Fast forward more than two centuries. Since that initial commitment, billions of dollars have been given by Southern Baptists to 
get the gospel to the farthest reaches of the planet. But each generation must commit themselves anew to this task. The hour we 
find ourselves in right now is not that much different than what Adoniram, Ann and the American church faced in 1812. They were 
a people rocked by war, political turmoil, plague and scandal. And yet, they obeyed. Joyfully. Boldly. With abandon. 

Every December, the IMB raises money for the next wave of missionaries through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering (LMCO). The 
bulk of our convention’s giving toward international church planting comes from this one offering. This year, the IMB has set an 
ambitious target: $175 million. That would be the largest LMCO of all time. And we’ve never needed it more. Candidates following 
in the footsteps of Adoniram and Ann Judson are preparing themselves to go. Will the funds to support them be ready when they 
are? 

Can we hit an audacious mark of $175 million in 2020? 

I believe we can. And I believe we must. 

This year, marked by a devastating pandemic and societal chaos, has taken us on a ride few of us expected and none of us wanted. 
There have been dark days. But dark days are not the time when God’s people shrink back in fear. Dark days cause us to charge 
forward in faith. We know everything God does in the world He does for the purposes of the Great Commission. He rearranges 
geographical boundaries and appoints global pandemics so that “the nations might seek Him, and perhaps reach out and find 
Him” (Acts 17:27). The coronavirus is simply too big an event for God to waste. We know what His plans are in this moment. 

Though the future may feel uncertain to the world, it is not for us. God has told us: 

“This good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed in all the world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come” 
Matthew 24:14. 

“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations” Psalm 46:10. 

Now is not the time to shrink back in fear. Now is the time for the people of God to move forward in faith.  

IMB President Paul Chitwood has said he wants to send another 500 full-time missionaries to the field. I want us, as a convention, 
to be ready to send them the moment they step up. 

Through #Go2Years, we have already begun to see hundreds of college graduates answering the call to spend two years overseas 
on a missionary team. I believe we will see thousands more respond to God’s call. I want us to be ready to send every one of them. 

Believing the gospel puts us under a great debt, a debt to those that have yet to hear the news that can save their souls. It’s simply 
not fair, Paul reasons in Romans 1:14, that those of us who have heard so much about a God who has done everything would do so 
little to get the Good News to people who have heard nothing at all. After all, as Carl F. H. Henry said, the gospel is only good news 
for someone if it gets to them in time. 

We owe it to unreached people groups around the world to give our first and our best this Christmas. Let’s give in a way that    
declares we believe the gospel, we value the eternal salvation of others over the accumulation of things and we treasure Jesus 
most in our hearts. 

Let not the words that Adoniram Judson used to describe the sleeping church of his day be true of ours also: 

“Christians today … let three fourths of the world sleep the sleep of death, ignorant of the simple truth that a Savior had died for 
them. Content if they can be useful in the little circle of their acquaintances, they quietly sit and see whole nations perish for lack 
of knowledge.” 

Instead, let us rise up in faith like that small remnant of believers, giving to support this great cause. The presiding pastor at       
Judson’s commissioning declared: “No enterprise comparable to this has been embraced by the American Church. All others retire 
before it, like stars before the rising sun.” 

Amen and Amen. Judson’s faithful obedience, and the obedience of the church behind him, changed the world. So will ours. This 
generation of souls all over the world is our responsibility. We have to be faithful to our task. Eternity will be different if we are. 
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Joseph is an interesting character within the Christmas story.  We know he was a young man of 
high character by the way he wanted to handle things with Mary. We know he was a carpenter 
by trade and so I believe we can assume a hard worker, and certainly if our Heavenly Father was 
going to entrust His only Son into his care, then he was a godly man and a good Father, at least 
by earthly standards.   

Of all those things to choose from, the one I find most interesting was his ability to hear God's 
direction and immediately follow it.  In Matthew 2:13 Joseph has another angelic visitor instruct 
him to flee to Egypt to protect the child, and without question or a moment of indecision, he did 
just as he was instructed.  His immediate action averted tragedy for this young family and once 

again set them on the path that God the Father had laid out for them long ago.  We are probably not going to be     
privileged enough to have an angel visit us, nor should we need it, but just as clearly as Joseph was given direction you 
and I are being instructed daily to follow and serve the Lord.   

Even now as we sit in the midst of a pandemic and the Christmas season, God is still giving you instruction on how to 
serve Him, and let me be clear, sitting and doing nothing is not your directive.  Perhaps it is wise for you to stay home 
in the relative safety that it provides, but that only means you must be creative in how you set out to follow God's   
direction.  Perhaps God is calling you to go out when others can not to reach the unreached.  Whatever situation God 
has you in I challenge you first to listen.  Hear what God is calling you to do and what direction He is giving 
you.        Second I challenge you to immediately act upon what God has directed you to do.  Your God-led actions may 
be an encouragement in a time of need for someone else, or it may be the words they need to hear to bring them to a 
saving knowledge of Christ.  What a Christmas that would be to see someone receive the free gift of salvation.     

Matthew 2:13-14 "When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get up," he said, "take 
the Child and his mother and escape to Egypt.  Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the Child to kill 
Him."  So, he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt" 

From the Troxell Family to each of you, thank you for all of your support throughout 2020 as we have sought out new 
ways to follow God's direction for our family and the ministry that He has entrusted into our care.  We hope and pray 
that you have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.    

Pictured above: Youth and children in our 2nd Annual Living Nativity. The event was also streamed on   
FacebookLIVE with 270 views and 341 people reached! 
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What’s the greatest gift you’ve been given, or that you’ve given? For me, it’s 
more the excitement I remember and the meaning and love behind all the 
gifts. I remember Christmases as a child. Meals at the Fire Station. Gifts 
opened way too early, one time on Christmas Eve, or late as we waited for 
Dad to get home. But the real meaning behind it all was the love we shared as 
we celebrated a newborn Savior.  

Paul continues to prepare Corinth to give to the Jerusalem Offering, as          
we continue to prepare to give to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for   
International Missions.  

Be Ready - We should’ve started basketball season a couple weeks ago. We should be rooting on the Berea green versus 
teams like Corinth’s red. You can almost see the green and red dripping off the beginning of chapter 9. Paul is stoking the 
rivalry between Corinth and Macedonian churches like Berea. In essence he’s saying “don’t let those Bereans out-give you…” 

Be Generous - Paul teachers that we reap what we sow. If we want to feed the world, we’re going to have to plant a lot of 
crops. If we want to see the world saved, we’re going to have to witness, testify, send and go! We should see our lives as a 
blank check before God, asking Him to fill in how He wants us to serve Him. Jesus’ blank check equaled a trip to the cross for 
our salvation. Why can’t we allow our blank check to include anything He would call us to give? 

Be Proof - Anytime you do something, you’re doing more than you intend. I’m typing right now about 2 Corinthians 9, but 
I’m also teaching about my own character and whether or not I’m trustworthy. I’m bearing witness to Berea and whether or 
not we’re a place to call home. And I’m showing off Christianity and helping others choose whether its teachings are true. 
Paul encourages the Corinthians to be proof of the testimony about Jesus by their generosity, we must do the same.  

Indescribable Gift - Paul is overwhelmed by God’s goodness and it pours out in praise. He’s amazed that Gentiles and Jews 
would help each other. That rivalries would cease. I’m amazed that Christians, in a pandemic would still take up a collection 
for the hopeless lost around the world. That’s how good God is; that’s what He did for us; He loved you by signing His blank 
check in blood, do you love Him like that? 

Sermon Recap: December 6 - 2 Corinthians 9 - Generosity is Proof 

My favorite part of the Christmas season comes at about 7:30pm Christmas Eve. We’ve just made it home from 
church, sat down to a full plate of steamed shrimp and there is peace in the quiet. Chellie does a great job of wrapping 
presents (I only ever wrap 1 gift a year & most years that’s already done), so we don’t typically have the frantic panic in 
the final pre-Christmas hours. It’s the quiet anticipation of what’s to come in the morning that I enjoy so much. 

This year’s different. After 9+ months of quiet, it’s been nice to have something, anything on the calendar. This year 
we’ve already had too many silent nights. Let’s take a look at Mary’s experience of the first Christmas, part hustle & 
bustle and part silent night. 

Treasure - Mary treasured the stories told by Shepherds and Angels. Her baby’s birth was: good news, for ALL people, 
He is Messiah, He is Lord, she is favored, He will bring peace, His birth warrants an Angelic welcome. 

During the typical Christmas season our schedules are filled with reenactments of the truths we believe about Jesus. 
He was born of a virgin. He was God-in-flesh. He paid mankind’s sin-debt. He walked out of His tomb three days later. 
He rose to heaven. He’s coming again. We treasure these things and sit in awe of all God has done. Wow, God! 

Meditation - Biblical meditation isn’t like Eastern meditation. Eastern meditation seeks to empty the mind and become 
one with the world around us. That’s dangerous. There is no hope in a world marred by the curse of sin just as we are. 
Every time the Bible talks about meditation it is to meditate ON something. Biblical meditation is a humble admission 
that we can’t understand God on our own and so we are silent before Him as we meditate on His word, or truths about 
Him. Biblical meditation gives God room to speak to us. This year is perfect for Biblical meditation. There is plenty of 
space to fill with God’s word, prayer and silence before Him as He reveals Himself to us. 

Silence - There are 8 days between the shepherds’ departure and Jesus’ naming ceremony. These are 8 days filled with 
midnight feedings, exhaustion, the “baby blues,” and little else. These are the real silent nights. Sometimes silence is 
deafening. It’s just too much. Quarantine & stay-at-home orders can just be too much. Especially during the holidays 

we can find ourselves riddled with doubt, depression, loneliness… this is when 
we need to be a church family the most. If the silence of this year is just too 
much, reach out to someone, find the companionship you need, find the       
support you need. Call the church or me directly. Seek help through the silence. 

As we celebrate this Pandemic Christmas I pray you will treasure the truths 
about Jesus, meditate on Him allowing God to speak and find hope through the 
silence.  

Sermon Recap: December 13 - Luke 2:19-21 - What’s Christmas without the 
Hustle & Bustle 
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Explore the Bible December 6 (Focal passage: Luke 1:13-25) 

Skepticism is a virtue in our modern age. Sometimes it can be disguised as discernment or critical 
thinking. However, beneath the surface, skepticism can be motivated by a cynical or jaded heart. Have you ever seen a 
homeless person on the street? What was your first thought? How did you feel about them? 

Skepticism can reduce our compassion for others and dampen our trust in God’s faithfulness. When the angel           
appeared to Zechariah and spoke of Elizabeth’s conception and the role their son would play in preparing the way for 
the Messiah, he was skeptical to say the least. “‘How can I know this?’ Zechariah asked the angel. ‘For I am an old man, 
and my wife is well along in years’” (Luke 1:18). 

In one sense, Zechariah’s  bewilderment was understandable. His wife was beyond childbearing age. How could she 
conceive and give birth? But his question revealed more than he intended. It revealed the quality of his faith. The    
angel, Gabriel, saw this and responded by both demonstrating the authority of his message and by disciplining       
Zechariah. 

We can trust that even when God seems distant, He is still working. Jesus said to the Jewish leaders, “My Father is   
always at his work to this very day, and I too am working” (John 5:17). He never stops working, though His work isn’t 
always obvious. Don’t let skepticism be a coverup for a lack of faith. Take God at His work, because He will always 
come through. 

Bible Studies For Life December 13 (Focal Passage: Psalm 91:1-6, 9-16) 

If you haven’t been tempted to fear something this year, you haven’t been paying attention. There have 
always been scary things in the world, but this year tops most years for the majority of us. There are 
some fears that are healthy and keep us from making dangerous decisions or approaching dangerous  
scenarios. But there is some fear that can cripple us and keep us from moving forward at all. There is a right fear of 
God, however, that eclipses every other fear. Walking in the fear of the Lord means that we don’t walk in fear of      
anything else. 

Psalm 91 teaches us how to respond when we are afraid. When we are afraid, we can trust in God’s power. His power 
transcends any force that seeks to harm us. He is stronger than any threat of death, disease or doom. While we should 
be wise, we should not bend to the type of fear that cripples us into apathy or hiding. When we face real dangers, we 
can trust that we have a real God whose strength is unmatched. 

When we encounter fear, we can trust God’s protection. He is able to keep us safe from harm. We know that this truth 
does not give us license to practice destructive behavior. But we do find the courage to approach our lives with        
wisdom and courage. God gives us wisdom to be cautious and make healthy decisions. But crippling fear is not from 
God. In His perfect love and care, God comforts and assists us when we are threatened with peril. Tell God your fears 
and walk with Him in His protection and power. 

Sunday School Recaps 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 
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