
 

 

 

       

  

 

  

“16For even in Thessalonica you sent gifts for my need several times. 17Not that I seek the gift, but I 

seek the fruit that is increasing to your account. 18But I have received everything in full, and I have 

an abundance. I am fully supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you provided—a fragrant 

offering, a welcome sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19And my God will supply all your needs according to 

His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:16-19 

In 2012, I was in the Oaxaca state of Mexico with one of our dear Missionaries, Jeff Holeman. Jeff 

took us to the villages of numerous Unreached People Groups. It was a joy to meet these people, to 

share with them, however briefly, and to see a bigger picture of the world around me. 

Part of that journey was going over the highest mountain and windiest road I have ever experienced. 

On  the  way  down  we  stopped  a  couple  of  times  (like  I  said  it  was  a  windy  road)  and  the  

brakes of Jeff’s SUV were smoking from overuse.  

Well,  actually,  I  misspoke  there…it  wasn’t  really  Jeff’s  SUV.  It  belonged  to  the  Southern  

Baptist Convention. In fact, he had a nickname for his ride. He called it “Lottie.” 

In  the  passage  above,  Paul  thanked  the  Philippians  for  their  generous  financial  gifts  to  aid 

his  ministry.  When  Paul  began  as  God’s  first  missionary,  he  had  to  continue  his  tent-making 

business. His time and energies were divided between serving God and making enough to survive. 

While his encounters with patrons certainly gave him audience to share the gospel, his hours in “the 

shop” left him alone and fairly useless for the kingdom. The Philippians’ gift gave him the ability to 

spend more time devoted to “prayer and to the preaching ministry.” Just like the Deacons did for the 

apostles in the reference from Acts 6:4. 

Each Christmas Season we take the opportunity to provide for our Missionaries in the collection of 

the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions. Our giving helps our Missionaries 

make it over mountains, focus on their preaching ministry and their primary job: work to see God 

reach the thousands of Unreached People Groups of our world. 

If we give sacrificially, like the Philippians, we too can rest in the promise Paul gave…God will supply 

our every need as we give to supply the needs of our Missionaries.  
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Christmas lights, Christmas trees, parties here, parties there, gift exchanges, egg 

nog,  hot  chocolate,  White  Christmas,  Home  Alone,  Santa  Claus  the  Movie, 

Christmas  parades,  and  the  sounds  of  Christmas  everywhere  you  go.  It  is 

most certainly my favorite time of the year, which is no surprise to anyone that knows me. 

However, lost in all of the glitz and glamour of Christmas is the reason we celebrate, the birth 

of the Savior Jesus Christ. Not just the gift of a child, but a Child that would grow into a Man 

and give Himself as the ultimate sacrifice that you and I could spend an eternity with Him. 

Wow, what a gift! It’s not something you can wrap up with pretty paper and a bow, but it is a 

gift that you can share again and again at no cost to yourself. 

So I challenge you, no scratch that, I dare you to share the gift of a Savior. I dare you reach out 

in  love  to  your  neighbors  and  those  you  come  in  contact  with.  I  dare  you  to  bridge  the 

divide between politics and race, between economics and social status and share the greatest 

gift you have ever received with everyone around you. Further, I make you a promise, should 

you choose to give of yourself and share this incredible gift you have, you will find this to be, 

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year indeed. 

From my home to yours, from Jessica, Stephen, Noah, Leia and myself; we pray that this 

Christmas Season you will enjoy time with family and friends, and that each of you will find 

blessing as you bless others, love as you love others, and this will be your best Christmas yet. 

We love you all, and have a very Merry Christmas.   

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Your Gift to the Children’s Ministry: 

 Nursery workers for Wednesday nights, adults for listening to Awana clubbers recite 

memory verses  and complete sections in their handbooks (6:30-7), volunteers for Awana 

 Snacks ~ Gold  Fish,  pre-packaged  Jell-O  Cups,  String  Cheese,  Oatmeal  Crème  Pies, 

Pretzels,  Capri  Sun  Juice ~ grape,  cherry,  or  lemonade,  and  Grape  or  Apple  Juicy 

Juice boxes. 

 Items for the Awana Store including school supplies, small Christmas trinkets (to be used 

for gifts clubbers can buy for their families), winter hats/gloves, anything Pokémon (cards, 

clothing, toys, etc.), small bottles of hand sanitizer and lotion from Bath and Body Works for 

girls, action figures, Barbie’s, Shopkins, etc. Just a few ideas for you to work with!    

Upcoming Youth Opportunities: 

 Lunchtime with Berea Homeschool Students ~ December 15 @ 11:30 (meet @ the Church, 

bring $5 for lunch). 

 Youth Christmas Party ~ December 11 @ the Troxell’s. 4:00pm-7:00pm ~ $5 is your cost for a 

great night of Christmas fun, food, games and more! 

 Sunday Night Live @ Mid-Atlantic Christian University ~ January 15, 4:15pm-7:15pm; fea-

turing former NFL Kicker David Ackers. 

 Sunday Morning Breakfast provided by Youth Sunday School December 11 & February 12 

 Sunday Morning Bible Study ~ 10:00am-11:00am 



We too often love things and use people when we should be 

using things and loving people. 
Romans 12:10 (NIV) Be devoted to one another in brotherly 
love. Honor one another above yourselves. 

Wilton, Bill, Steve, Frank, Doug P., Doug R., Mark, Walton 

We would like to give a big thank you to Walton Whitehead and Baptist Handyman’s Ministries of 

Berea Church for the ramp they built for our son-in-law’s Grandmother, Mary Rhodes. Your hard 

work and thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. There is no doubt you all are very dedicated to this 

ministry. May God bless each and everyone of you as you continue to do his work. 

Thank you, 

R.W. and Joyce Byrum 

Dear Jason & Berea Baptist Church, 

Thank you for your support of the Gideon Ministry. I enjoyed my time of worship with you and your congregation. Your  of-

fering will allow the Gideons to distribute 321 copies of the New Testament. We’ll be praying for many souls to come to know 

Jesus as their Savior as a result of these New Testaments. Thank you for the work that you are doing for our Lord at Berea. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Frankie Gordon 

Thank you 

Perhaps you sent a lovely card or sat quietly in a chair. Perhaps you sent a floral piece, if so, we saw it there. Perhaps you spoke 

the kindest words as any friend could say. Perhaps you were not there at all, just thought of us that day. Whatever you did to 

console our hearts, we thank you so very much. 

From the family of Tammy Renea Sawyer 

December Sanctuary Flowers 

December 4 In memory of Robert Wood, Wiley Wood, Luther Finch, Bryan Lee Barnes 

& Lavonna Gibbs by The Ennis Family. 

December 11 Decorated for Christmas 

December 18 Decorated for Christmas 



Christmas Parties 

 Dec. 4 @ 5:30pm - Church Wide Party in FLC 

 Dec. 6 @ 6:00pm - TEL Party in FLC 

 Dec. 8 @ 5:00pm - Senior Adult Ministry 

     Dinner and a Show 

 Dec. 9 @ 6:00pm - Partners in Christ Party in FLC 

 Dec. 19 @ 6:30pm - Deacon & Wives Dinner 

     @ Cypress Creek Grill 

Christmas Eve Service 

Saturday, December 24 

6:00pm 

Chancel Choir Rehearsal Schedule 

 Sunday, December 4 @ 4:30pm 

 Sunday, December 11 @ 5:00pm 

Christmas Day 

Sunday, December 25 

Morning Worship Only 

11:00am 

December 26 

Church Office Closed for 

A Christmas Cantata 

Presented by: Chancel Choir 

Sunday, December 18 

December  28 

No Wednesday  

Night Activities 



We will also be ringing the bell for the Salvation Army 

at Farm Fresh on December 23; 10:00am-8:00pm. 

Talk to Doug Rogerson if you are interested in helping. 

December 8: Dinner and a Show 
Meet at the church at 5:00pm 

Our monthly church council meeting will be held 

Monday, December 5 at 7:00pm 

Prayer Request Cards are available 

in the pew racks and the Prayer     

Request List is in the Parlor. 

Welcome to our 
This month we are rejoicing as we have again grown by two new 

members. Please help us in welcoming: 

Brandon & Ashley Weatherford 

Both have transferred by statement of faith. Brandon and Ashley 

bring with them to wonderful little additions to our children as well. 

Elijah (3) and Noah (2). Please extend a warm welcome the next time 

you see them, and when you get a chance drop by our toddler class to 

say hello to the little ones! 

December Basketball Schedule 
December 3 @ Gates County High School 
  (12:00pm~Lads, 2:00pm~Younger Boys, 3:00pm~Older Boys) 
December 10 @ Berea 
  (12:00pm~Lads, 1:00pm~H.S. Boys, 2:30pm~Younger Boys) 
December 17 @ Perquimans County Recreation Center 
  (12:00pm~Lads, 1:00pm~Younger Boys, 2:00pm~Older Boys) 
  @ Gates County High School (4:00pm~High School Boys) 
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Return Service Requested 

  3 Rick Romaine 

   Chellie Wise 

  5 Gary Gordon 

   David Mooring 

  6 Brookelyn Johnson 

   Tracy Markham 

  7 Tiffany Quigley 

  10 Charles Lewis 

   Robert Nall 

  11 Daniel Bundy 

   Phil Pritchard 

  13 Richard Seymour 

  14 Mary Pritchard 

  15 Emma Lee Wise 

 

16 Jerry Boyce 

18 Alan Harrell 

 Gladys Vallas 

19 Oliviah Spence 

 Savanna Spence 

23 Dave Kelsick 

24 Josie Hall 

25 Penny Elmore 

26 Ike & Earlene Harris 

28 Dickie & Vickie Sanders 

 Ray Vallas 

29 Joseph Martin 

30 Carolyn Sanders 

December Anniversaries and Birthdays 

Find us in the Web…   www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On …            facebook.com/bereaone.org 

      facebook.com/bereastudentministry 

Email Us…     office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us…    252-338-8128 


