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“Whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31 

For six weeks in the months of May & June I had the privilege of gathering with a 
couple of other North Carolina Pastors (via Zoom of course) in what they called a 
“Post Pandemic Cohort.” It was led by Sandy Marks, one of our Baptist State      
Convention of North Carolina employees and encouraged Pastors to prepare for 
what it will be like to regather whenever that is possible. The true emphasis was to 
make the most of the time and use this dry time as an opportunity to reset our  
ministries to greater effectiveness.  

Last week, as a final exercise of this experience four pastors joined 17 BSCNC      
employees in a panel discussion. The topics were wide-ranging, but were intended 
to help the BSCNC staff better understand what our churches are experiencing 
through the Pandemic and how the convention can better serve us. 

Toward the end of the discussion Zac Lyons (BSCNC employee) posed this question 
to the group: “How are you guys trying to equip your members to leverage their 
personal digital platforms and physical homes as the front doors of the church?  
Pivot from a central building or even a central digital platform as the front door…?” 

I must confess my initial response, similar to the others on the call, was          
speechlessness. I was dumbfounded. I think my verbal response amounted to 
something like: “yeah, we should do that.” The question was “how are you” and my 
answer was “I really should.”  

So I will ask that question to the group. How are you using your platforms, digital, 
Social Media, 3 Ws, phone, or otherwise to bring glory to God? How are you using 
your places of influence to draw people to God? 

I’ll state things another way as I did Sunday morning. If you were on trial for being a 
Christian and the jury only had access to your Social Media feeds, would they have 
enough evidence to bring a guilty verdict?  

That’s convicting. That’s harsh. That’s something I think we all need to work on. 
During “this time of plague” (Russell Moore’s phrase), we have been isolated. We 
have had to stay home. We have been hesitant to venture out of our comfort 
zones, but have we also been hesitant to “do everything for the glory of God?” 

Will you commit to use your platforms for God’s glory? Will you use your telephone 
for His glory? Your Facebook page? Your mailbox? Your grocery store wait time? 

Will you commit to doing “everything for the glory of God?” Will you make a front 
door to the church and a gate into God’s kingdom, right where you are? I will… and 
I hope you’ll join me. 

Love You all, 
Jason 
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Genesis 6:22 "Noah did everything just as God 
commanded him."   

Such a simple and yet profound statement. To 
fully appreciate those eight simple words we 
need the context. As I'm certain you know, God 
had delivered the plans to Noah for the Ark. A 
monstrous boat that would be "three hundred 
cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits 
high." (v. 15) Now I'm no engineer and we don't 

know exactly what a cubit is by our standards of measurement today, 
but I know this, that was a huge boat. On top of that he was to pack it 
with all the supplies he would need for an extended stay with his  
family and the animals that God would bring to him. These are       
simplified instructions but you get the idea, it was a big task that was 
given to Noah.   

What's missing from Noah's response is what's most interesting. There 
was no negotiation with God. There was no complaining. There was 
no questioning God's purpose or plan. After all God told him, he  
simply "did everything just as God commanded him" and you know 
the rest of the story, Noah, his family and the animals were saved 
from the flood according to God's plan. 

God has a plan for us. Specifically, God has a plan for you. What is 
it? Well, I can tell you the obvious, to share the gospel and love     
people as Jesus loves them. Beyond that His plan for you is just that, it 
is "His plan for you." Leading people to a saving knowledge of Christ is 
first and foremost just as saving Noah, his family and the animals was 
the goal of the Ark. How you get there will certainly be different than 
how Noah got there, but the end result is the same. Salvation. 

If someone was writing the story of your walk with God would it read, 
"________ did everything just as God commanded him/her." 

~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile 

Contact the church office with your prayer requests. 

Back by Popular Demand!! 
The Best Deal of the Summer! 

Berea Youth are selling coupons for $20 car 
washes at Tidal Wave Auto Spa for only $10!! For 
those of you who aren’t math wizards that’s 1/2 
price! Can’t beat that deal! Contact Pastor Charlie 
to get yours today! 

Proceeds support Youth Missions. 

Our Children’s Ministry has 
resumed in person meetings! 
VBS began July 15 and will run 
each Wednesday until August 
19. 

For the health and safety        
of our children we will be    
utilizing small groups in socially        
distanced spaces for our 
meetings. 



 

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons 
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Bill Durham  
Steve Durham - Reflections 
John Gregory 
Fahey Harrell - Secretary 
Frank Lilly - Chairman 
Doug Rogerson 
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman 

 

No friend will ever challenge you to the heights that Jesus        
challenges you...Whatever Jesus commands us to do, He enables 
us to do. He is a Friend who...walks through life with us every step 
of the way, guiding us and empowering us to live out the life He 
Himself led. 

"He who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do 
also; and greater works than these he will do.  ” 

John 14:12 

Handyman Ministry Updates 

Pictured Above: This ramp was built for 
the 11 year old daughter of Ronnie    
Garrett’s fiancé. She is confined to a 
wheel chair.  You can see her joy with 
the smile on her face. 

Pictured Below: This ramp was for     
Thelma Horner, a 96 year old who still 
lives at home. She is mostly confined to 
a wheel chair. Her biggest concern was 
that now she can get out of the house to 
go to church.  Very sweet lady. 

Pictured Above: This is a ramp we built 
for Mrs. Audrey Perry. She has to use a 
cane or walker to get around and her 
steps were hard to manage  

Pictured Below: This ramp had been  
removed from another location and  
reassembled for Debbie, whose brother 
has had a stroke and heart problems.  He 
was diagnosed the day we built the 
ramp with leukemia. We had prayer with 
him as we always do before we left.  

Sunday School Classes Can Resume 

We have rooms set up with appropriate Social Distancing where Sunday 
School Classes can meet if they would like to. We need to coordinate a 
schedule, so if you are interested in meeting together as a class please       
contact Fahey Harrell or the Church office to be scheduled. 



 

Ephesians 5 is one of the most controversial passages in the Bible about marriage. It’s one of those passages 
where we sometimes cringe, look away and mumble to ourselves “why did You have to include that?” The 
greater passage gives clarity to the relationship as God reveals it. Earlier He told them to “be filled with the 
Spirit” by speaking, singing, making music, giving thanks and submitting. God intends for us to grow in the  
Spirit by submitting to one another (not just our spouses) out of reverence for Christ. 

In marriage this relationship of mutual submission finds its peak. This humble attitude will lead us closer to 
God as we submit mutually to each other.  

Husbands have the chief responsibility here. We are called to be the leader of the family to be sure, however, 
this leadership doesn’t look like what many think it does. Christ’s leadership of the church led Him to die. It led 
Him to suffer. It led Him to entrust the church with great responsibility. Christ’s headship over the church looks 
a lot more like submission than it does lordship.  

Likewise, in our marriage relationships husbands should humbly lead their families while seeking the happiness 
and good of the family in all things. A husband’s leadership should most often be seen in his submission to the 
desires of his family. It will rarely look like the decision maker.  

A wife’s task is to offer respect to her husband. As can be seen in the way the church follows Christ (or better 
stated, in the way the church should follow Christ) the wife should follow her husband to greater devotion to 
their equal Savior.  

The picture of marriage is the example of how much God loves us. How much He provides for our pleasure and 
satisfaction. Marriage is the picture of how we should relate to Him. But as with all metaphors, it breaks down 
as marriage doesn’t always look this rosy. I’m thankful we have a perfect Savior who desires to redeem our 
marriages, just as He has redeemed our souls.  
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Sermon Recap: July 19 – United Forever – Matthew 19:3-12 

Sermon Recap: July 26 - Mutual Submission - Ephesians 5:22-33  

Adam and Eve were created in perfection and declared by God to be “very good.” At the end of time they will 
again stand before God as a “very good” couple made perfectly in His image. But… there’s a bit of time in    
between those two statements. For the couple that something in between is marriage. It’s hard, it’s long, it 
can be the most fulfilling, blissful relationship in all of life, but it can be the most aggravating too. 

Jesus was once again confronted by the Pharisees seeking a “gotcha moment.” They wanted to catch Him   
saying something foolish while asking Him a controversial question. They asked about divorce (a topic that  
hasn’t lost its controversy). They wanted to test what Jesus thought of Moses’ assessment of marriage & its 
termination.  

There are always tests to marriage. Tests of fidelity, divorce, loveless marriages, “ships passing in the night,” 
deviant marital practices, gay “marriage” and other LGBTQ challenges. Marriage has been abused since ancient 
times. This foundational relationship God created has some flaws and struggles. If God’s creation of the      
marriage relationship can’t last forever, can anything last forever? Can our relationship with God last forever? 

We see even in the first statement about marriage a concession to the sinfulness of man. It says “for this     
reason…” Because God made them male & female, man must leave home and get married. God realizes that 
by the very existence of two genders with the biological passions inherent in each there is a need to partner 
up. Because we will burn with desire for each other, we must join together.  

This shows us a lesson in priorities. If God is to be the most important thing in our life, we must find someone 
who will push us closer to Him. We must stop fooling around with bad relationships and long engagement   
periods and move forward to bring glory to God through the blessed union of marriage. Our bodies weren’t 
meant for long-term temptation. We won’t be able to stand. Grow up and get married, or split. The ultimate 
focus should be on what pushes us closer to God.  

The final picture of how our marriage relationship reveals our relationship with God is about fidelity. In a    
wedding ceremony the couple will always vow forever faithfulness. They will exchange rings which symbolize 
the purity (like gold) and eternity (where does the ring begin / end?) of the marriage relationship. This is how 
our relationship with God is intended to be as well. 

So, the task before us is to faithfully follow God in maturity, forever. Will we be willing to cast off our own  
preferences, passions, carnality to move toward our eternal relationship with God? Will we be willing to seek 
Him to redeem our relationships to bring honor and glory to Him? Will we follow Him in maturity? 



 

Churches are gathering again, but services and programs remain drastically different from the beginning of the year. 

At the start of the COVID-19 outbreak, according to previous surveys from Nashville-based LifeWay Research, 
Protestant churches across the U.S. stopped gathering in-person in a matter of weeks. 

The latest LifeWay Research survey of Protestant pastors found congregations have slowly and cautiously started to 
meet again. 

“While more and more churches have resumed in-person worship services, it has not always been a straight path 
back,” said Scott McConnell, executive director LifeWay Research. “Some have had difficulty resuming or had to 
stop meeting again as things got worse in their area.” 

Cautious regathering 
Each Sunday in April, fewer than 1 in 10 Protestant churches held in-person services. Starting in May, those        
numbers began to climb. By the first weekend in June, a majority (55%) were gathering. In July, more than 7 in 10 
have met physically. 

Still, 21% of Protestant pastors say they have not met in person the past three months. 

Around 1 in 5 churches (21%) offered drive-in services where attendees participated from their vehicles at some 
point during the pandemic. 

For those churches choosing to meet physically indoors, 99% point to some type of health and safety precaution 
they are taking. 

More than 3 in 4 pastors say they provided hand sanitizer, masks or gloves to those needing it (94%), conducted 
additional cleaning of surfaces (86%), or closed seats to increase distance between people (76%). 

Most have recommended masks (59%), but only around a third (35%) have required attendees to wear them. 

Around 1 in 5 have added services (21%) or additional viewing rooms (18%) to allow people to spread out more. 

Others have conducted temperature checks of staff and volunteers (21%). Some have also checked temperatures of 
all attendees (14%). 

“Resuming in-person worship services has not been reverting to worship as usual,” McConnell said. “Churches are 
making efforts to make the environment safe, but these efforts are often second-guessed by those who want more 
precautions or less restrictions.” 

COVID impact 
While most Protestant churches still have not seen an attendee be diagnosed with COVID-19, the number of pastors 
who have is growing. 

In March, 5% of pastors said one of their attendees had a positive diagnosis. That jumped to 20% in April. For May 
through July, 28% of pastors say someone in their church has been diagnosed with COVID-19. 

One in 20 Protestant pastors (5%) have dealt with an attendee dying from the coronavirus. 

Pastors in the Northeast are more likely to say someone in their congregation has been diagnosed with COVID-19 
(41%) and that someone in their congregation has died from it (10%). 

In the past three months, pastors say church attendees have also dealt with reduced hours at work (74%) and losing 
a job (48%). 

Pastors have also seen their congregations respond to shared needs, as 81% say attendees have helped each other 
with tangible needs and 60% say attendees have met tangible needs in the community connected to the             
coronavirus. 

More than 4 in 5 pastors (83%) say new people who have not attended their church in the past have attended or 
connected online since the pandemic began. And 13% say an attendee has seen someone make a commitment to 
follow Christ after sharing the gospel. 

In terms of the offering plate, 34% of pastors say they’ve received less in 2020 than at this point in 2019, with 29% 
saying giving has stayed around the same and 28% saying it has increased. 

“In the fall of 2019, 21% of churches had received less funds than the prior year. Now more than a third see offer-
ings retracting,” said McConnell. “The last time we saw this type of financial decline was in the fall of 2010 after the 
full impact of the last recession.” 

To meet their financial obligations, some Protestant pastors say they applied for government assistance. Two in 5 
(40%) say they applied for help through the CARES Act or the Small Business Administration, with 38% saying they 
applied and were approved. More than half (58%) say they have not applied.                                            (cont. on pg. 6) 5 

Most Churches Cautiously Holding Services Again 



 

Self-identified evangelical pastors are more likely than mainline pastors to say they have not applied for government 
aid (67% to 47%). 

Uncertain future 
Even though most Protestant churches are gathering, pastors are more hesitant to begin small group Bible studies 
or activities for children and teenagers. 

Close to 3 in 10 pastors (29%) say in-person adult Bible studies are currently gathering, including 3% who say they 
never stopped. Almost 1 in 5 (18%) plan to restart those groups by September, 7% say some time in October 
through December, and 3% say in 2021. For 42% of pastors, they have not made that decision yet. 

Half of Protestant pastors (51%) haven’t decided when to start in-person student ministry activities, while a quarter 
(23%) are meeting now, including 2% who say they never stopped. Some have made plans to begin in July (3%),   
August (7%), September (9%), some time in October through December (5%), or in 2021 (2%). 

Pastors are even more hesitant about kids ministry activities. Only 1% say they never stopped in-person activities 
with children, and 12% say they have resumed them. Almost 3 in 5 (57%) say it is still to be determined when they 
will start back. Fewer plan to begin in July (3%), August (6%), September (11%), some time in October through     
December (7%), or in 2021 (3%). 

“Maintaining social distance and necessary sanitation is very difficult with younger ages,” said McConnell. “To    
complicate things further, some of the volunteers who normally work with kids and students are in higher risk 
groups who are not ready to return any time soon.” 

Methodology 
The online survey of 443 Protestant pastors was conducted July 20-22, 2020. Invitations were emailed to the        
LifeWay Research Pastor Panel followed by two reminders. The probability sample of Protestant churches was     
created by phone recruiting by LifeWay Research using random samples selected from all Protestant churches.    
Pastors who agree to be contacted by email for future surveys make up this LifeWay Research Pastor Panel.   

Each survey was completed by the senior or sole pastor or a minister at the church. Responses were weighted by 
church average attendance, region, ethnicity of pastor and whether the pastor self-identified as evangelical or  
mainline to more accurately reflect the population. 

The final sample is 443 usable surveys. The sample provides 95% confidence that the sampling error does not      
exceed plus or minus 5.0%. Margins of error are higher in sub-groups.  

Comparisons are made to surveys using the same methodology conducted March 30-31 with 400 completes and 
April 27-29 with 470 completes. 

Your Pastors are working very hard to keep us connected with 4 weekly videos, Worship in the Gym with the radio     
transmitter still  transmitting if you choose to stay in your car, and limitless opportunities to stay in touch. Be proud of 
how Berea continues to be the “Church Beyond the Walls.” 

Church Beyond the Walls 

Berea Page 
636 Page Likes 

Children’s Ministry Page 
52 Page Likes 

Most Churches Cautiously Holding Services Again (cont.) 
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We offer Worship at 11:00am on Sunday Mornings and Wednesday Encouragement on Wednesday Evenings via Facebook 
LIVE. 

July 1 
Views: 265 
Reached: 555 

July 5 
Views: 293 
Reached: 550 

July 8 
Views: 152 
Reached: 423 

July 12 
Views: 180 
Reached: 326 

July 15 
Views: 117 
Reached: 253 

July 19 
Views: 289 
Reached: 697 

July 22 
Views: 168 
Reached: 417 

July 26 
Views: 160 
Reached: 440 

Our Children’s Ministry Facebook Page is continuing to grow. Be sure to join Knight Jessi and Mrs. Chellie for VBS on 
Thursdays at 6:30pm and Pastor Charlie for Children’s Church on Sunday Mornings at 9:30am. 

July 1 
Views: 93 
Reached: 133 

July 5 
Views: 107 
Reached: 291 

July 8 
Views: 114 
Reached: 19 

July 12 
Views: 93 
Reached: 269 

July 16 (VBS) 
Views: 176 
Reached: 434 

July 19 
Views: 68 
Reached: 233 

July 22 
Views: 13 
Reached: 34 

July 27 (VBS) 
Views: 45 
Reached: 151 



 

Offerings can continue to be mailed to the Church/Treasurer, dropped off to the 
church during office hours or brought to Worship in the gym. Thank you for your 
continued financial faithfulness!! 

Sundays 
 � 9:30am Children’s Church* 
 � 11:00am Sunday Worship 
 � 6:30pm Youth @ Troxell’s 

Wednesdays 
 � 6:00pm Adult Bible Study* 

 � 6:30pm Children’s Activities 
*Children's Church and Adult 
Bible Study are done via Face-
book LIVE. 

 �Newsletter Deadline 
 7/19 @ 9:00am 
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1 Jubilee Tenny 
2 Alton Bundy 
 Bob Green 
 Brittany Stickle 
3 Robert Newell 
 Noah Weatherford 
4 Lois Rogerson 
7 Ed & Becky Winslow 
8 Everett Egan 
9 Donald Chappell 
13 Kathy Waters 
17 Donnie Byrd 
 Sam & Aline Mickey 

19 Suzanne Ennis 
 Joseph Jones 
 Jason Stewart 
21 Hank Krebs 
22 Robin Temple 
24 Eddie Cartwright 
 Alice Lewis 
27 Charles Lambert 
 Dominique Percer 
28 Stevie Northwood 

Let’s celebrate together 

Thank you so much for the calls, cards, visits, meals and kind expressions of 
sympathy. We appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

Ike Harris & Family 

Thank you for all the food, visits, flowers, monetary donations and especially 
all your prayers for my mom before she passed and all the prayers for us as 
well. 

In Christian Love, 
The Vallas Family 

Thank You 

July 5, 2020 
General $8,154.00 
Handyman 1,438.00 
Puppets 430.00 
Youth Missions 290.00 
Awana 525.00 
Sunday School 25.00 
VBS 40.00 
Security 200.00 
*Memorials: 
  Memorial 95.00 
  General       115.00 
TOTAL $11,312.00 
*Memorials given in memory 
of Vivian Wilson. 

July 12, 2020 
General $3,184.00 
Lottie Moon 20.00 
Awana 20.00 
VBS 125.00 
Security 300.00 
*Memorials: 
  Memorial 100.00 
  General            50.00 
TOTAL $3,799.00 
*Memorials given in memory of 
Vivian Wilson 

July 19, 2020 
General $1,940.00 
Lottie Moon 20.00 
VBS                   125.00 
TOTAL $2,085.00 

July 26, 2020 
General $4,030.00 

Handyman 300.00 
Building 25.00 
Lottie Moon      85.00 
TOTAL $4,440.00 

July Financials  



 

Sunday School Recap 

 Explore the Bible July 19 (Focal passage: Proverbs 14:8-15) 
It happens every time. Even after all these years of marriage, every road trip has that moment where we 
are rapidly approaching a fork in the road, and I, mind numbed after hours of driving with crying        
children in the back seat, cannot remember which exit I’m supposed to take. The usual arrangement is 
that I’m not allowed to touch any electronic devices while driving so if there is a navigational question, my wife must find the       
answer. This fork in the road always brings about a panic trying to load an app and determine whether we need to get across four 
lanes of traffic to make an exit. We should have learned by now, but we haven’t. 

It’s important to know which way you’re going, and it’s important to be going the right way. One of the foundational  qualities of a 
wise person is that they consider their way. They are not content to simply “go with the flow” without deeper analysis. 

It can be quite the challenge to choose the difficulty of the narrow path when it seems like those taking the multi-lane highway are 
enjoying all pleasures while you’re missing out. 

Mercifully, Proverbs reminds us that we don’t actually know what’s going on in the heart of another. All we can see is the outward 
appearance, and that can often be deceiving. In our age of perfectly-curated social media personas, we are    constantly bombarded 
by what appear to be pain-free lives. Yet, the wisdom of Proverbs reminds us not to base our choices on such vanity. Instead,       
following Jesus will lead us to true and lasting joy. 

Bible Studies for Life July 26 (Focal passage: Ephesians 1:20-23; 2:8-10, 19-22 ) 
When I moved to Wake Forest in 2011 to begin seminary, I didn’t know anyone. I had sensed the call into ministry 
at 16 and attended a summer forum for youth where I met two women – one in her 20s and the other in her 40s 
– both pursuing their masters of divinity, and I knew right then that would be me. Fast-forward five years. I was 
21 and moving hand-me-down furniture into Flaherty Farms with my parents, hyped at finally getting to study 
theology at a formal institution. I didn’t realize how hard  moving somewhere alone would be, even if I was     
literally living my dream come true. 

In God’s grace (and President Danny Akin’s loving, but unapologetic push in orientation for students to find a local church), I was led 
to Faith Baptist Church in Youngsville. Over the next year or two, my church became my family. I went to Wednesday night Bible 
study led by our pastor and an inductive women’s Bible study led by a woman (a space that was so needed and refreshing for me as 
a female seminary student when most of my classes were predominantly male). 

When God calls us to Himself, He also calls us to His church – a group of different people who come together to be family for one 
another. We pray together, study the Word together, weep together, rejoice together, repent together and continue on together – 
all because of Christ, the One who calls us and then joins us together! 
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Find us on the Web: www.bereaone.org 

Like Us On         : 

facebook.com/bereaone.org 
facebook.com/bereastudentministry 
Facebook.com/bereabaptistchildrensministry 

Email Us: 
office@bereaone.org 

Contact Us: 
Phone:(252) 338-8128 
Fax:(252) 335-7524 

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 


