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the hearts of the disciples by encouraging them to continue in the faith, and by
telling them. “It is necessary to pass through many troubles on our way into the kingdom of God.” 23When
they had appointed elders in every church and prayed with fasting, they committed them to the Lord in
whom they had believed. Acts 14:22-23
Sunday we learned about a word Webster doesn’t know. “Us-ness” is not a word I invented, I
believe it was invented for marriage counseling, but it is a perfect word to explain the necessity of the
Church. The Church as an institution was organized and created by Jesus (Matthew 16:18) for the purpose
of the fellowship of believers and the propagation of the gospel to the world. It is the us-ness of the church
that helps us bear one another’s burdens. It is the us-ness of the church that sends out missionaries. It is
the us-ness of the church that works to bring new Christians to maturity. It is the church that is the one
essential thing of this world to lead us toward Christlikeness.
On Paul’s first Missionary journey he saw many people come to faith in Christ. There were the
Jews whom he reached in the synagogue. There were the “God-fearers” (non-Jews who were curious about
the God of Judaism) who likewise heard his synagogue preaching. There were also pagans who knew
nothing of our God, yet heard (and saw) the power & truth of the gospel. What was Paul to do with his
newfound crowd of Heaven-bound baby Christians? Should he be thankful their names were in the Lamb’s
Book of Life and move on? Should he encourage them all to follow him and learn Pied Piper-style? No,
Jesus had made it clear that the answer was to form new churches that would be able to grow these
spiritual infants to maturity. Paul’s primary goal was to plant churches, find leaders and gather everyone
into the Christian support group that would train and encourage their faith.
The need to be involved in a body of believers continues today. While it is possible to: “be close to
God in nature,” or “worship on TV,” it is highly unlikely these environments will “encourage continued
faith” able to withstand “many troubles.” In the heat of this Summer I want to encourage you to continue
in the faith with the support of your fellow believers at Berea! There are a ton of opportunities this month
to engage the gospel together (VBS for ages 3-Adult, Sunday School, Worship, Wednesday Evening Bible
Study, etc.) and I pray you will plug into any or all of those that may help to grow your faith and boost
your Christlikeness.

Love you All, Jason

Berea Student Ministry
Just my thoughts: Growing up playing basketball I wasn’t always the most talented player on
the team. I worked hard in practice because I knew my job was to push the starters to be
better and I needed to become the best player I could be. I developed into a sound defender
who knew the offense and was typically in the right spots at the right time. However on a
team filled with talented players I was always waiting for my number to be called and whether it was five
minutes or thirty seconds, I cherished every second on the court. Practically the sum total of my life at the
time was directed towards playing just a few minutes each game, and I loved it!
After being a part of the game for more than twenty years, first as a player and today as a coach, I see the
similarity between those precious moments on the court and these precious moments we have in life.
Throughout God’s Word we are told that life is a breath, a wind that passes us by and is gone, and a mist
that is here and gone. Life is short. It is here today and gone tomorrow. Much like those fleeting moments
on a court, or a field or a track, here and gone before you know it.
Our Coach, your heavenly Father has called you into the game. That’s why you are on this earth, to bring
glory to HIS name. Not to win ball games, or create highlight tapes, but to point people to the One who can
save them from the consequences of their sin. Sure we can do it in a variety of ways and through so many
different opportunities, but at the end of the day the goal is to point others to Jesus. So the question you are
left with is this, when the breath that is your life is gone, what impact have you left behind on the world?
Will you only be remembered as a great entertainer, or a fantastic scorer, or will the things you do today last
throughout eternity as you make an impact for the Kingdom of God?
Here are some ways you can join our Children’s Ministry Today: We are looking for committed adults to
teach in Awana beginning this fall. We are also looking for those that would like to listen to kids recite
memory verses and pass sections as well as those who just want to invest some love and attention in the
children that God has blessed us with. Contact Pastor Charlie to get connected.
We also need items for the Kid’s Market Store, which is now a year round opportunity for our Children to
earn cool stuff for doing great things like learning scripture verses, holding the door for someone, sharing,
serving, and many other ways. We are looking for T-Shirts for girls and boys preferably with simple
graphics or scripture, toys, books, and pretty much anything you think a child might like. Ollie’s, Roses, and
Big Lot’s are great places to find a bargain, or you can always check the clearance section at any store.
Finally we are always seeking donations for our children’s snack time. Cheese sticks, gold fish crackers,
cookies, iced animal crackers, individual cups of apple sauce, snack cakes, individual cups of fruit, and
GoGurts are always great choices. Juice Pouches, such as Shrek’s Fruit Punch, Kool Aid, Capri Suns, in
flavors of Cherry, Grape, Lemonade, Fruit Punch and Tropical Fruit Punch are also needed. Please purchase
enough for 25 children, and turn in to the church office or Pastor Charlie. Thank you!

~Pastor

Charlie, 252-333-4242 mobile

Youth Schedule:
*Sunday Morning Bible Study 10-11am
*Sunday Morning Breakfast provided by Youth Sunday School: August 14
*Wednesday Night Bible Study – 6:30-8 PM
Ocean Breeze Water Park—Students entering the 7th grade through High School. See Pastor Charlie
for details.

Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons
When we do what we can, God will do what we can’t.
“For with God nothing shall be impossible.”
Luke 1:37 KJV

Bill, Steve, Fahey, Dave, Frank, Doug, James, Mark, and Walton
We will be holding Deacon Elections August 7 during our Sunday morning Worship. We
would like to say a very special thanks to this year’s off going deacons, Fahey Harrell, Dave
Kelsick and James Russell.
Our next scheduled business meeting will be August 14 immediately following Sunday
morning worship. We will be discussing and voting on the 2016-17 church budget.

I wanted to reach out to thank you for your hospitality and care for our students as they biked through
Elizabeth City last week. My daughter, Caroline, was on the trip with Fourth Presbyterian Church and was
deeply touched by your church’s hospitality and grace.
In a very unique and special way God used your congregation to touch Caroline. She spoke of being greeted
when her group arrived at your church, how so many congregants helped in making the meal, how you all sat
among the kids from 4th Pres and engaged them in conversation and the engaging puppet show. She also
recounted how your high school group really made an effort to share of themselves. Your congregation was the
hands, feet and love of Christ to my daughter. Thank you for showing her that the body of Christ extends well
beyond the walls of our Church.
Kathleen Cantrell (Mom to Caroline Cantrell)
Dear Brothers in Christ,
We would like to thank you for taking the time to come out and put a new ramp on our house. I was amazed at
how well you men worked together. I was like a well oiled machine. May God continue to bless your ministry.
Blessings, Tom & Sue Scism
Handyman Crew,
Thank you ALL VERY much for everything you are doing for my wife Elaine and myself.
Bill B. Durington, U.S.C.G. Retired

Prayer Request Cards are available
in the pew racks and the Prayer
Request List is in the Parlor.
After 13 years of faithful
service to our congregation,
Ronda
Eckenrode
has
resigned
as
our
Office
Manager. Her presence and
expertise will be greatly
missed although we wish
her well and pray God’s
continued
blessing on her as she moves
on to her new adventure!

Regional Rallies to be Held in August
August 23, at 6:00 pm, NCBM will host a Region 1 Mission Rally at Meherrin Baptist Church in Murfreesboro, NC. This rally will highlight the variety of opportunities churches have to be involved in missions across our state, in our nation, and
around the world. Featured will be worship, testimonies, mission project/partnership
updates, mission videos, and a prayer time for missions. These rallies are for women,
men and youth—everyone interested in missions is encouraged to attend. A meal is
provided for the NC Mission Rallies at no charge, but reservations are necessary to
ensure an accurate meal count. For more information go to:
http://baptistsonmission.org/events/region-rallies
If you would like to attend contact Doug Rogerson at (252)338-8345.

Join us Sunday morning, August 7 at 7:30am for our Baptist Men’s Breakfast.
We hope to see you there!
Thursday, August 18
We will have our Regular Meeting at 1pm.

August Sanctuary Flowers
August 7

In memory of Franklin Gordon by Virginia Gordon & Family.

August 14

In memory of David Brinkley, Kelly Nate’ & Jennifer Natee Gray
by Mrs. Joyce Parker.

August 21

In memory of Garland & Eulalie Harris and Jimmie Harris by Joyce Sawyer.

August 28

In memory of Calvin & Audrey Morgan, Claude & Annie Harris, Charles Waters &
Margaret Waters by Kenny & Kathy Waters.

Annual BBQ Weekend...Fun, Food, Fellowship and Success!!!
Once again we give God all the praise and glory for our 14th successful BBQ weekend!
This year we did a one day (Saturday) event. We sold 1,209 plates (970 take out, 239 eat
in), 337 pounds of BBQ and 484 desserts. We give our sincere thanks to each one who
generously donated funds to cover our expenses, sat up all night to cook 12 pigs,
cleaned the cookers, worked in the kitchen & made cole slaw, removed the meat form
the cookers, ground & seasoned the BBQ, worked the line to make the plates, worked
the drive thru and sold tickets. Again a special thanks to those who made an extra
effort in selling tickets: Walton Whitehead—331, Garland Sanders—181, the Durham’s—
167.
2016 Donations from BBQ
Auction

$14,793.00
3,441.00
$18,234.00

Total Donations for 14 years of BBQ are $342,823.71. Way to go Berea!!!

Good Grief
Ministry
Johnny and Beverly Herbst will be with us to help us
learn to cope with grief. Johnny and Beverly both lost
their spouses to cancer in 2012. Two years later they
married and realized they had unique circumstances
that they could share with others.

Come Join the Fun!
Annual Sunday School Picnic
August 10 at 6pm
Bring your favorite covered dish and
dessert!

Their desire is to help those grieving through sharing
Biblical truth, practical tips, and personal testimony.
Johnny has served for years as a minister and Beverly
served years as a school counselor.
August 14-16, 2016 @ 6:30pm
Towne South Church of Christ
2224 Peartree Road
Elizabeth City, NC 27909
(252) 338-2248

Welcome to our
We are trying something new in our newsletter. We believe that heaven rejoices
when new members are added to its ranks, and that we should likewise rejoice!!
Therefore, we would like to formally welcome all those who have joined us here at
Berea in 2016. When you see these new members be sure to encourage them and
make them feel like part of our family.
Joining by Baptism: Harrison Brown, Jesse Dail, Wesley Dail, Leaonard Guest,
Konnie Poulson, Emma Lee Wise
Joining by Statement of Faith: Chris Dail, Dustin Dail, Jacob Dail, Douglas &
Celia Ferguson
Joining by Letter: Don & Peggy Bunch, John Gregory, Sam & Paula Keith
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We’re reading through the Entire Bible!
Our journey continues…..
We have been discussing what we’ve read
on Wednesday nights during Bible Study.
We look forward to you joining us!

Find us in the Web… www.bereaone.org
Like Us On …

facebook.com/bereaone.org
facebook.com/bereastudentministry

Email Us…

office@bereaone.org

Contact Us…

252-338-8128
August Anniversaries and Birthdays

2

Brittany Stickle

19

Suzanne Ennis

Alton Bundy

Joseph Jones

3

Robert Newell

Jason Stewart

4

Lois Rogerson

21

Hank Krebs

7

Ed & Becky Winslow

22

Dr. Robin Temple

8

Everett Egan

24

Eddie Cartwright

9

Donald Chappell

Alice Lewis

12

Lacy & Karen Reeder

Missy Newcomer

13

Kathy Waters

Dominique Percer

17

Donnie Byrd
Sam & Aline Mickey
Alton & Cheryl Bundy

28

Stevie Northwood

