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“ In Him we were also made His inheritance, predestined according to the purpose of the One
who works out everything in agreement with the decision of His will, 12so that we who had
already put our hope in the Messiah might bring praise to His name.” Ephesians 1:11-12

Leading up to Easter over 70 Bereans have been reading Rick Warren’s book “What On
Earth Am I Here For?” His book highlights 5 Purposes that God has for your life.
These Purposes are not intended to be specific, “go to China,” or “teach Sunday
School,” type purposes, rather overarching themes of life. When our lives are focused
on these 5 things they are not bogged down with unimportant side topics.
Seeing these 5 purposes helps us to focus our lives to accomplish all God has for us to
do. To be able to live lives closer to Him and to be able to accomplish the Mission He
has for each of us.
Realizing that our newsletter goes into 200 homes, rather than 70 I want to review
these Purposes here and encourage you to grow in these Purposes day by day.
1.

2.

You were planned for God’s Pleasure.
Our first purpose is to have a deep, personal relationship with God. He initiated
things by sending His Son to die the death we deserved to die so that we could be
forgiven and have an unhindered relationship with our Creator. How much of your
week is spent in Worship?
You were formed for God’s Family.
God created us to live in community. We will never be able to grow in our
relationship with Christ solo. There are no Lone-Ranger Christians. No man is an
island. Rather as we grow closer together we grow closer to God. Do you have
relationships that pull you closer to God?

3.

You were created to Become Like Christ.
Christ-likeness is the test of discipleship. We can tell if someone is or is not a
disciple of Christ simply by how much their life looks like Christ. Do they love like
Christ? Do they obey the Father like Christ? Do they give of themselves like Christ?
Turn that analyzing eye inward… how much does your life resemble Christ’s?

4.

You were shaped for Serving God.
One of the Purposes of our lives is to Serve God. This can be as simple as going to
work each day for the glory of God, but for most all of us it will involve something
more and more intentional. We were called to be a part of His family, the Church,
and to serve Him as a part of the body of believers. Do you actively serve His
church?

5.

You were made for a Mission.
God has placed you in this world to live on Mission for Him. He wants you to share
the Good News of salvation with as many others as you meet. He has specific ones
whom it is your job to reach. How’s your mission going? Have you shared your faith
with someone recently?

I have enjoyed each of the 3 Bible Study Groups as we have looked into these purposes
and how we can more completely live out the reason for our being here. I hope ALL
Bereans will join together to even more effectively live On Purpose for the Lord!
Love You all,
Jason
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Pictured Below:
Our Sparks Clubbers
at the Awana Olympics.

Students, You Can Serve Now…
Here’s Where:
0 Children’s Church/Awana Helpers/
Children’s Sunday School &
Preschool
Talk to Mrs. Jessica or Pastor
Charlie to get involved.

Pictured Above:
Our T&T Clubbers
at the Awana Olympics.

Pictured Left:
Clubbers Compete
In the Awana Olympics.
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Mars & Beyond VBS Helpers
Sign up with Mrs. Jessica or Pastor
Charlie

0

Wed. Night Summer Ministry
Helpers
Game Time, Crafts, teaching, let’s
use your gifts this summer!

Upcoming Youth Opportunities:
0 Lock-in & Day of Service
May 10 & 11: Fun, games & food
Friday Night followed by serving
in the community Saturday as
part of Operation InAsMuch

In Matthew 20:28, we get a great sense of who
Jesus Christ was here on earth. We know Him by
names such as the King of Kings and Messiah, but
here in Matthew we see Him as a Servant. In the
simplest of words, Jesus said, “Just as the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve.” In
fact Jesus came here to be a Servant and lived His
life as an example for us to follow. What a humbling thought, and a
thought that we as a Youth Group will be taking into this summer. To put
it in the simplest of words, “A Summer of Service Awaits!”
Starting even before summer on, May 11, our students will follow up an
evening of fun with a morning of service as we join the rest of Berea and
go out to serve our community through Operation Inasmuch. Just over a
month later we will take a group of roughly 20 students and adults to
Philadelphia to serve in the inner city doing cleanup in local parks and
neighborhoods and Backyard Bible Clubs with area churches.

0 LunchTIME for Berea Baptist Church
Homeschool Students
March 29 & April 26 @ 10:45am
(meet @ the church to deliver
Meals on Wheels locally &
participate in other service
projects, with lunch to follow)
0 Youth Mission Trip
June 22-29, 2019
Cost: $325
0 Sunday
Morning
Breakfast
provided by Youth & EDGE Sunday
School (Be in the Kitchen by
8:30am)
April 14
June 9
0 Sunday Morning
10:00am – 11:00am

Bible

Study

0 Wednesday Night
6:30pm – 8:00pm

Bible

Study

Looking for more ways to serve right here at Berea? Then look no further
than our Wednesday Night Children’s Summer Program as our youth will
be given even more opportunities to practically use God’s Word as they
serve in game time, crafts, teaching and more! Finally, we will take off
for VBS as we go to “Mars and Beyond” in July.
You were Built to Serve. Just as Jesus came to be a Servant, we are gifted
and commanded to serve faithfully in the church and beyond. The
question for you this summer is, “where will you serve?”
~ Pastor Charlie (252)333-4242 mobile
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Thoughtful Reflections from Your Family Deacons

Wilton Bray - Reflections
Bill Durham
Fahey Harrell - Secretary
Frank Lilly - Chairman
Doug Pritchard
Doug Rogerson
Richard Seymour - Vice-Chairman
Next Meeting:
April 8, 2019

We are each the work of God’s hands –
perfectly suited for the work He has called us to do.

“For we are His creation, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared ahead of time so
that we should walk in them.”
Ephesians 2:10

Berea Baptist Church
Spring Vendor & Craft Fair
Saturday, April 6
10:00am – 4:00pm
Free Admission
Door Prizes
Concessions
All proceeds will go towards
our Youth Mission Trip
to Philadelphia.
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April’s Ministry Opportunities
Baptist Men’s Breakfast:
Sunday, April 7 @ 7:30am

Sundays
 9:20am Breakfast
 10:00am Sunday School
 11:00am Worship
 5:00pm Chancel Choir
Mondays/Wednesdays/Fridays
 10:00am Open Exercise
Tuesdays
 6:00pm Puppets
Wednesdays
 6:30pm AWANA/Youth
 7:00pm Bible Study

Easter Prayer Breakfast @ IHOP.
Meet @ the Church @ 9:30 am.
Meeting will follow.

Women on Mission
Monthly Meeting:
April 16 @ 7:00pm
Fellowship Hall

This Month’s Project:
Baptist Children’s Home April Food Round-up
 Vendor & Craft Fair









4/6 @ 10:00am
Baptist Men’s Breakfast
4/7 @ 7:30am
Church Council
4/7 @ 12:15pm
Deacon’s Meeting
4/8 @ 7:00pm
Business Meeting
4/14 @ 12:15pm
Agape WOM
4/16 @ 7:00pm
Senior Ministry
4/18 @ 9:30am
Easter Sunrise Service
4/21 @ 6:30am
LunchTIME
4/26 @ 10:45am

Please help us collect the following items:
Breakfast Items:
Snacks
 Dry Cereal
 Fruit Snacks/Roll-Ups
 Pancake Mix/Syrup
 Fruit Cups
 PopTarts
 Slim Jims/Pepperoni Sticks
 Muffin Mix
 Pretzels/Chips
 Cereal Bars
 Dried Fruits/Nuts

Next Meeting: Tuesday, April 24 @ 7:00pm
We are making 7 inch squares that will be used to make
a lap blanket door prize for the upcoming Ladies Tea in
May. Come join us as we finish up our squares and share
some quality time together!

SUNDAY
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April 7 @ 12:15pm

April 14 @ 12:15pm

John Stonestreet Calls Christians to Engage Culture
Author and speaker John Stonestreet challenged and encouraged Christians to engage today’s culture
with clarity, conviction, confidence and courage without compromising biblical principles during a
pair of keynote addresses at the 2019 N.C. Baptist Disciple-Making Conference.
Stonestreet, who serves as president of the Colson Center for Christian Worldview in Colorado
Springs, Colo., told conference attendees that engaging the culture is part of discipleship and is every
believer’s responsibility.
“We’ve got to address the culture in which we live, and we’ve got to do it with clarity and we’ve got
to do it with understanding,” Stonestreet said. “It’s not an option.”
The daylong conference drew approximately 700 attendees to Green Street Baptist Church in High
Point on Feb. 26. Attendees included pastors, church staff members, ministry leaders and
congregants from churches across North Carolina.

The event included main sessions with Stonestreet, as well as a variety of breakout sessions with
other ministry leaders and church practitioners.
In a cultural landscape that’s becoming increasingly antagonistic to biblical truth, Stonestreet warned
dismissing culture as evil and trying to retreat from it.
“The Bible doesn’t teach that the world is a bad place,” Stonestreet said. “The Bible teaches that the
world is a good place that has fallen thoroughly.”
Stonestreet said shifting cultural values have placed increasing pressure on Christians and the church
to compromise their historic biblical convictions, often pitting God’s truth and God’s love in
opposition to one another.
“What we’re told is, ‘If you love your neighbor, you’ve got to change your mind about what God
says,’” Stonestreet said. “Or, ‘If you love God and want to be faithful to what God says, then you can’t
be loving to your neighbor.’

“We cannot understand our faith as if God’s morality and God’s gospel are somehow in conflict with
one another.”
Stonestreet said scripture informs us that truth and love are revealed in the person of Jesus Christ,
who calls Christians to be ministers of reconciliation.
“Reconciled ones are called to be reconcilers,” Stonestreet said. “And it’s to be done in the context of
this cultural moment where God has placed us.”
Stonestreet shared four truths for believers to remember and cling to as they seek to engage the
culture around them. They are that Christ is risen, Christ is Lord, Christ is making all things new and
God has sovereignly determined that we would live at this precise moment in history.
It’s no accident that we are living in this cultural moment, Stonestreet said, noting that the apostle
Paul tells us in Acts 17 that God determines the exact times that people would live and the
boundaries of their dwelling places.
“God wanted us to live in this time and in this place and not in another time and another place,”
Stonestreet said. “God actually gives us our cultural moment and does not put us in another cultural
moment.
Stonestreet also shared four questions that Christians and churches can ask about culture as they
seek to engage it. They are:





What’s good that we can promote, celebrate and preserve?
What’s missing that we can contribute?
What’s evil that we can stop?
What’s broken that we can restore?

Stonestreet told attendees that God wants to use them to engage culture and encouraged them to
live out their faith wherever God has placed and called them.
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Ladies Tea
Saturday, May 4
11:00am – 2:00pm
$8.00
Includes: lunch, drink, dessert,
games & entertainment
Ages: 0 – 100
P roceeds will go towards Youth Missions.

From Your Librarians...
We have The Adventures in Odyssey Audio recording on Cassette and also
books by Joy Berry that teach children valuable lessons about lying,
throwing tantrums, being mean to others, and a lot more. Take a few
minutes for you and your child to check out our Library. If you see a book
you would like to read just fill out the form in the back of the book and leave
it in the box on the desk. When you return the book just put it back on the
desk and we will take care of putting it where it belongs.
Thanks, Your Librarians

We will be having our annual Operation Inasmuch on Saturday, May
11. Please be watching your bulletins and next month’s newsletter for
more information, and start praying now that God would lead you to
where He would have you serve that day!

Urgent Transmission from Mission Control!
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Currently looking for Mission Leaders to guide Voyagers on our next
Mission...to Mars! All necessary training will be provided! Our Voyage
will take place during Vacation Bible School. Our Mission will take
place July 21 – 25. Further information will be transmitted in the near
future. If you are interested in helping to lead this exciting expedition
To Mars and Beyond please contact our Mission Control Supervisor,
Captain Jessica Troxell as soon as possible!
MISSION CONTROL OUT!

Sanctuary Flowers
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Given in memory of JB & Anna Jones, Walton H. & Louise
Whitehead, Johnny Whitehead and Walton Whitehead by
Sylvia Whitehead.
Given in memory of Carlton Dozier and Caleb Ferrell by
Mary Dozier and family.
Decorated for Easter.
Given in memory of Bob Cooke by Janet Cooke.

Contact the church office with your prayer requests.

Thank You
Dear Berea Baptist Church,
As the collective group of Commanding Officers of the seven Elizabeth City
commands, we would like to express our appreciation and gratitude for
providing support to our Coast Guardsmen and their families during a time
when they needed it. Your support provided a boost in morale and relief for
our personnel as they continued to stand the watch and ensured the safety
and security of the American public.
Overall, your support aided approximately 2600 Coast Guardsman,
furloughed government employees and their respective families. We are
truly grateful for the generosity of your organization.
R.A. Hartnett
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Commanding Officer, Aviation Logistics Center
J.E. Deer
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Commanding Officer, Air Station Elizabeth City
L.C. Belben
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Commanding Officer, Aviation Technical Training Center
E.J. Storch
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Commanding Officer, C-27J Asset Project Office
R.F. Meador
Commander, U.S. Coast Guard
Commanding Officer, Base Elizabeth City
M.J. Shepard
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Commanding Officer, National Strike Force Coordination Center
J.L. Allen
Senior Chief, U.S. Coast Guard
Officer in Charge, Station Elizabeth City
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Let’s celebrate together
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Virginia Bray
Julia Vallas
Karl & Kristy Poulson
Terry & Joanie Taylor
Wanda White
Samuel Wise
Chris Dail
Asher Long
Jennifer Turner
Kenny & Kathy Waters
Lexi Jones
Cindy Hall
Jerry Newell
Mike & Dawn Johnson
Pat Lehman
Evelyn Milam
Laura Barbettini
Robin Harrell
Donovan Hodges
Elijah Weatherford
Fahey Harrell

16 Cole Everette
Konnie Poulson
James & Ruth Russell
18 Tyler Byrd
Bill Durham
Kelsey Finley
Stephen Troxell
19 Blake Ennis
Fahey & Amanda Harrell
Pat Long
20 Don & Miriam Alexander
Sarah Long
21 Woodie Kitchen
Bill McPherson
22 Wesley Dail
24 Sam & Paula Keith
26 Jean Durham
30 Peggy Bunch

Regular Office Hours:
Monday – Friday
9:00am – 2:00pm
Contact Us:
Phone:(252) 338-8128
Fax:(252) 335-7524
Email Us:
office@bereaone.org
Like Us On
:
facebook.com/bereaone.org
facebook.com/bereastudentministry
Find us on the Web:
www.bereaone.org
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